  MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

15th October 2014
The Chairman, Cllr L Pickin opened the meeting at 7.00pm.  Five members of the public attended. 
No District Cllrs were in attendance.  Two PSCO’s attended

A public session was requested.

Issues raised:

Requested the name of the current lease which is being negotiated by the Bell Street Allotment Society go into the name of the Parish Council so as to keep the 80 year history of the site. 

PCSO’s reported

· Three car thefts

· Testing for red diesel has been carried out on HGV’s on Barnsdale Bar
· A number of scrabbling bikes have been issued with a warning

· A person has been sentenced to 2½ years for robbing the Co-op store on Waggon Lane

The Chairman closed the public session and carried on with the meeting. 
Cllrs attending

L Pickin - Chairman

S Pallett
S Hodson 
D Gillatt     




P Bradfield
P Kitching
B Graham
T Pallett

C Wheat

D Wheat

UPC 201 Apologies 

P Dainty – other commitments




A Gillatt – illness

Chairman reminded Councillors of his previous advice regarding apologies. 
UPC 202 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Declarations other than disclosable pecuniary interests were declared by Cllr D Wheat and Cllr C Wheat on item 13 on the agenda ‘Information received from the Solicitor dealing with issues re Bell Street Allotments.  The Parish Council to discuss and approve any offer of payment/action taken and to clarify if the lease is to in the name of Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council or Bell Street Allotment Society – see attached information’

UPC 203 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Resolved:  None received
The Chairman asked if anyone had any objections to item 13 on the agenda being brought forward for discussion.  No one had any objection.
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow public participation.

UPC 204 ‘Information received from the Solicitor dealing with issues re Bell Street Allotments.  The Parish Council to discuss and approve any offer of payment/action taken and to clarify if the lease is to in the name of Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council or Bell Street Allotment Society – see attached information’

A long discussion took place and various issues were raised.

Resolved:  The name of the lease to be in the Parish Councils name providing this will not hinder further negotiations with land owner.  To allow the solicitor acting on behalf of the Parish Council to negotiate up to £15,000.00 for costs for the land owners costs and for the solicitor to get the best deal possible.  Clerk to request the Parish Council is kept up to date with all parts of the negations.

The Chairman reinstated Standing Orders 
UPC 205 To accept and approve minutes of the Parish Council held on the 10th September 2014 – please see attached 
UPC 175 to read ‘all financial records were available to view at the meeting
UPC 164 due to problems with the recorder the Chairman clarified Cllrs B Graham and A Gillatt are not line managers but were just to check the pro forma for the line manager

UPC 170 requires further clarity with the Parish Councils Standing Orders

Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council held 10th September meeting be approved as a true record.

UPC 206 To accept and approve minutes of the extra-ordinary meeting held on the 1st October 2014
UPC 194 to read affected not effected
UPC 193 to state minus the 8 new features due to costs
UPC 191 Clerk to do a full transcript of the minute for the next Parish Council meeting before these minutes are approved as a true record.
UPC 207 To accept and approve minutes of the Employment/Staffing Committee meeting 1st October 2014 – Meeting was opened and closed without any business being discussed – minutes to follow
Resolved:  Noted
UPC 208 To receive reports from Wakefield District Councillors 
GREEN HAT BRIDGE

We had a meeting with Alistair Dore on Monday 13th Oct to discuss the programme of works to be undertaken on the “Green Hat” bridge. We now know that the time line for completion of the replacement railings should be the end of November 2014, and Alistair said he would endeavour to address the railings across road as well but they won’t be part of this programme of work. The work on the bridge itself will hopefully be completed before the end of this financial year. There will be temporary traffic lights controlling the traffic for about 5 to 6 weeks when work begins

MILLENNIUM STONE

The overgrown shrubbery and grass has now been cut back in this area 

RATS / HIGH STREET

After this problem was brought to our attention by Cllr Dainty, we informed Street Scene and also Enforcement who have worked with the local business’s to try and address the problem of food litter on the frontage of premises. The Authority has placed a litter bin outside the new Café and Cleansing have addressed the problem of Rats. Hopefully the issue has been resolved and we have asked Cllr Dainty (whose business is on this row) to inform us if there are any further problems

SIGHT LINE PROBLEM ON EXIT OF SHEEPWALK 

We asked for the cutback of overgrown grass to be taken further up the road and further back towards the embankment. This was undertaken and Chris Curry from Street Scene agreed that it was needed due to safety reasons. However, I have noticed that although the grasses were cut back, (which has made a great improvement), the bushes weren’t and I do feel that they should have been cut down too, rather than be allowed to grow. What do members think?

UPTON COUNTRY PARK

Grass cutting and general tidy up has been undertaken around parts of the park, specifically the Orchid area and Spout hole

FLOODING ISSUE / BARNSDALE AREA

The Skell has finally been addressed in this area after Cllr Garbutt liaised with officers and it has been dug out and widened in an area that has been a cause for concern for residents worried about their properties being flooded.

ROUNDABOUTS

The grass cutting on the roundabouts has been undertaken around the Ward

ROAD SURFACING

New road surfaces have been laid and repairs undertaken around the village throughout the summer months

WAKEFIELD CABINET MEMBERS HELD SURGERY IN SOUTH ELMSALL

On Friday and Saturday 10th and 11th October, Wakefield Cabinet members, along with Joanne Roney (Chief Executive) held a surgery on South Elmsall Market. They were very well received by members of the public and the 2 day surgery proved to be a great success with Cabinet members integrating with residents and listening to their views and concerns. The Surgery was advertised in the local paper and the internet, and all District Councillors were informed and asked to spread the word within their Wards

1.3 MILLION POUNDS BEING GIVEN TO THE SOUTH EAST OF THE DISTRICT

We members have been informed by the Leader, Peter Box, that `1.3 million pounds will be given to the South East of the District to help develop Community projects. This will be shared out equally between the four Wards that make up the South East (1 / 5 / 7 / 14).  We will have to demonstrate and justify where and why the money is needed and what it will be spent on before it is handed over, but of course this won’t be hard. We look forward to your views on this and we will be informing all the five Parish Councils in Ward 1 and asking their opinions on where they would like to see the money spent

Finally

If members have any issues or questions, please email us and we will endeavour to address them asap

UPC 209 To receive members written reports and any urgent matters – information only     

Cllr P Kitching reported she has seen children on scooters and bicycles within the library grounds on an evening as the gates are left open.  The Chairman stated that CCTV is n action and the gate is left open after consultation with local police.
Due to a comment made by Cllr T Pallett which Cllr P Kitching found quite upsetting Cllrs P Kitching, D Wheat, C Wheat and P Bradfield left the meeting.
UPC 210 Update on projects from the Project Officer/Deputy Clerk

Village Hall Office Area/Chambers refurbishment

· All Building, painting and flooring works are complete.
· The Electrician has minor electrical works to complete ie: Additional sockets, light fitting, spur for heater.

· Reception hatch to be fitted

· To look at moving heater to central position of window to allow office furniture and heating to circulate.

· Furniture to order 

· Blinds to be fitted Friday 15th October 2014.

Village Hall 

· Trees (Health & safety requirement) have been removed to the front, and back of the building. Bush has been removed to the back and others have been pruned at the side.

· Container has been ordered from JSW, ground preparation is to be confirmed.

Beacon House stair lift

· Letter has been sent to Kevin Dodd at WDH and District Cllr J Askew, response circulated.

School street allotment site

· Email received relating to removal of Japanese Knotweed from Street scene advising that it’s now is too late to carry out works until Spring.
· Meeting to be confirmed with NPS on moving any other works on this site forward.
Green Hat Bridge

· Update given from District Councillors following a meeting held on Monday 13th October 2014.

BMX track

· A meeting took place on 1st October 2014 together with WMDC and District Councillors relating to a similar project in the Minsthorpe area.   No further information is available at this point.
Memorial Garden 

· Core drilling is complete.

· The plaque (Luke Farmer) has been mounted in the garden.

· Streetscene have been contacted to arrange tidy up, waiting for a date.

Waggon Lane Clearance

· Clearance has been started. 

Harewood Lane Path
· Bedford Housing will arrange date to complete path on return of holiday this week. Letter to be sent to all residents on Harewood Lane via the Clerk to advice on start date.
Benches throughout the Village

· We are waiting for a date for the benches to be situated at the Upton Arms site and top of Beacon. (Lancasters are waiting for the bases to be delivered to them)
Flagpoles

· Email sent to Planning to request permission to install a flag pole at the War Memorial and in the Memorial Garden. Further emails sent to chase up the request, waiting on a response.
UPC 211 To accept and approve the minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting held 1st October 2014  – see attached

Placed on the table for the meeting are all bank statements, VAT information, wages and salaries, invoices, paying in book, cheque book and financial sheet showing income and expenditure
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm

Councillors present







L Pickin – Chairman
P Dainty – Vice-chairman
D Gillatt
A Gillatt

P Bradfield

C Wheat

D Wheat

P Kitching

K Barley
VHFC 29 Apologies 
B Graham – other commitments
S Pallett – other commitments
VHFC 30 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda

Resolved:  None received
VHFC 31 To receive requests for dispensations
Resolved:  None received

VHFC 32 Report from Clerk re questions raised concerning various cheques – see attached
Cheque 261 – Inland Revenue – on balance sheet showing cheque number for Inland Revenue

Cheque 265 – Cancelled cheque – Explanation shown on vouchers.  Stub crossed out and written across cancelled.

Cheque 266 and 267 – shown on expenditure list 

Cheque 279 – stub crossed out and cancelled written on cheque still in book

Cheque 303 – shown on expenditure list

Cheque 290 - invoices in vouchers for items purchased

307 – 308 wages cheques these had not been signed when the list was made.

Receipt of £50.00 not shown on income list but shown in the Parish Councils paying in book from booking re Betterware

Resolved:  Information cross referenced.  To place cancelled cheque numbers on financial statement
VHFC 33 To inspect accounts and approve receipts and payments 

Resolved: Both Cllrs D Wheat and P Kitching requested it be minuted they do not approve of the payment to UNEF due to information previously given to the Parish Council via YLCA

All payments and receipts approved

VHFC 34 To sign cheques for payment

Resolved: Cheques were signed. 

Due to not enough of the Finance and Village Hall Committee members who attended the meeting were at the Parish Council meeting it was agreed to bring to the next full meeting of the Parish Council to approve the minutes.
UPC 212 Annual Donation request from Upton Rugby Club re fireworks – see attached
Resolved:  To donate £500.00
UPC 213 To approve Parish Councils Financial Regulations – copy attached
Resolved:  To alter 7.1 and bring to next Parish Council meeting for approval but to present to the Finance and Village Hall Committee at its next meeting
UPC 214 Non attendance of a Parish Councillor – please see information/advice 
If a Councillor fails for 6 consecutive months to attend any meetings of the council, then he/she ceases to be a Councillor unless either his/her absence is due to employment in the armed forces during war or emergency, or the council approve the reason for non-attendance before the 6 months period expired.  The vacancy cannot be filled until the Parish Councillor concerned declares the office to be vacant (section 86 LGA 1972).  Once the vacancy has been declared the Clerk will inform the Electoral Office at WMDC.
Cllr S Hodson stated members of the Parish Council were aware of the Councillor’s ill health and that it was remiss that the Parish Council did not put this as an agenda item or an item where this could have been minuted.  The Councillor in question left the meeting at 21.03 to compose himself and returned at 21.06.  The Chairman requested it be minuted that the Cllr has been receiving his agenda packs up to and including the current meeting.
Resolved:  Clerk to contact YLCA regarding the situation and to copy in the Chairman.  Cllr B Graham abstained
UPC 215 Information received regarding internal auditor –see attached
There would be 2 visits during the year, one to review systems, perhaps in November or December and the other to carry out work relating to the Annual Return, in April or May. There would be a cost implication - I think 9 hours at £30 per hour and 2 lots of expenses at £40 each, total cost £350, would cover it. 
Resolved: Two visits agreed.
UPC 216 Cllrs P Kitching, P Bradfield, D Wheat and C Wheat requested the following to be on the agenda – see information attached
· Role of a Parish Councillor
· Role of the Parish Council
· Role of the Chairman
Resolved:  As the Parish Councillors who requested this item previously left the meeting it was agreed to place this on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.
UPC 217 Request to change the start time of the Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting from 6.00pm start to 7.00pm – Cllr B Graham
Resolved:  To change the starting time to 7.00pm

UPC 218 NALC legal briefing 13th August 2013.  – To agree to the amendment. The following information has been received by the Parish Council and forwarded to the Parish Council 21st August 2014.  If any Parish Councillor requires a hard copy please do not hesitate to contact the Clerk 

FROM:  SHEENA SPENCE
              CHIEF OFFICER
              YORKSHIRE LOCAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATIONS

THE OPENNESS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS 2014:

RECORDING OF MEETINGS AND RECORDING OF DECISIONS TAKEN BY OFFICERS UNDER DELEGATION

These Regulations came into force on 6 August 2014.  Please find a YLCA Advice Note attached which includes draft/template rules for the effective and lawful management of the recording of local council and parish meetings.  Also attached is a Legal Briefing L02-14 – Amendment to the National Association of Local Council’s (NALC) 2013 Model Standing Orders.
In addition to this guidance we will also be sending the following documents to you (in separate e-mails to ensure their safe delivery):

Legal Topic Note 5 (Parish and Community Council Meetings) – paragraphs 31 to 39;
Legal Topic Note 1 (Councils’ powers to discharge their functions) – paragraphs 27 to 35;

(the three documents listed above are produced by the National Association of Local Councils)

The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014;

Resolved:  Amendment approved

UPC 219 Approve costs for removal of dangerous trees within the Parish – Cost £647.28.VAT
Resolved:  Cost approved

UPC 220 Approve all associated costs for November 9th 2014 Remembrance Day

Resolved:  To approve all associated costs.  Cllr S Pallett says he would volunteer to do refreshments
UPC 221 To receive any updates from the following Committees and Working Parties

· Littering, flytipping
No members of the committee were in attendance

· Memorial Garden
Cllr S Hodson stated he would be meeting with other members of the committee to discuss issue with the garden.  To aim for the 9th November 2014 as an open day
· Land for potential asset transfer from WMDC
The Chairman gave an update and reported he would be meeting with senior members of WMDC in the near future.

· Christmas lights and trees
Nothing further to report

· Harewood Lane Allotments
Clerk to organise a meeting of the Harewood Lane Allotment Committee to discuss issues which have been raised
· School Street Allotments
Japanese Knotweed cannot be treated until April next year
· Rose Estate Playing Field

· Cllr S Pallett said he been requested to look at the Parish Council installing football posts on the site.

· Drainage lids on the site require inspecting

· Cllr S Pallett has agreed to carry out a litter pick on the site
.
UPC 221 Financial Statement – see attached 

Resolved:  RFO to site the cheques for HMRC within the main list of cheque numbers and not to show separately
UPC 221 Planning Matters - see attached
14/01938/FUL Beaconsfield Road (land at), Upton, Pontefract.  Temporary use of land for siting of mobile home in connection with establishment of livestock enterprise

14/02011/FUL 1 Tower Avenue, Upton.  Residential development for a new detached dwelling house with the garden areas of 1 Tower Avenue

APPLICATIONS APPROVED
14/01525/FUL Ewebank House, Waggon Lane, Upton.  Proposed detached garage to front (resubmission of application) 14/00766/FUL

14/01548/FUL The Stores, Tom Wood Ash Lane, Upton.  Installation of external disabled access ramp and railings.

14/02520/FUL Superdrug Stores PLC, Dale Lane, South Elmsall.  Erection of new sprinkler water tank and associated hard standing access
Clerk informed the Parish Council she had placed in an objection on behalf of the Parish Council with regards to planning application 14/01938/FUL Beaconsfield Road (land at), Upton, Pontefract.  Temporary use of land for siting of mobile home in connection with establishment of livestock enterprise, as the time limit for objections would have passed before the date of the meeting and the Parish Council did strongly object in the past to the original applications

Resolved:  No further issues were raised.
UPC 223 Correspondence – see attached list: 
Suttcliffe Play – Project Officer/Deputy Clerk to meet with Suttciliffe Play re issues raised in the correspondence.

UPC 224 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

UPC 225 Letter received from a Parish Councillor – see attached
Resolved:  Contents were noted
UPC 226 Letter received from a Parish Councillor – see attached

Resolved:  Contents were noted
The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.30 pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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