  MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

9th May 2014

The Chairman, Cllr L Pickin opened the meeting at 7.00pm.  Five members of public attended.

A public session was requested.

Issue raised:
School admissions at Upton Primary School
Agreed the issue be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting to discuss further

Cllr attending


L Pickin – Chairman
P Dainty – Vice-Chairman
S Pallett
S Baines

S Hodson 
D Gillatt     
A Gillatt

P Bradfield 

S Hodson

B Graham 
P Kitching 

K Barley                      

T Davies

UPC 01 Election of Chairman and signing of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form

Resolved:  It was agreed Cllr L Pickin be appointed Chairman for the ensuing year.  Cllr L Pickin signed the Acceptance of Office form                                                        

UPC 02 Apologies 

A Davies - illness
UPC 03 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Cllr P Dainty gave a verbal declaration of interests other than disclosable pecuniary on item 31 ‘Update on Bell Street Allotments including letter received from MP Jon Trickett’
Cllr L Pickin gave verbal declarations of interest on the following items:

 14 Election to outside bodies UNEF (Upton and North Elmsall Forum)

22 Reports from UNEF to the Parish Council

25 Requested received from Upton Junior United to use as the Recreation Ground for extra parking during its football tournament as of previous years.  Also requested to borrow tables and chairs from the Village Hall for the event – Cllr L Pickin
UPC 04 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Chairman reminded the Parish Council of his previous approved allocations for dispensations

Resolved:  None were received
UPC 05 Election of Vice-Chair
Resolved: It was approved Cllr P Dainty be appointed for the ensuing year
UPC 06 Election of Finance and Village Hall Committee

Resolved: Cllrs  B Graham, S Hodson, P Bradfield, P Kitching, P Dainty, A Gillatt, S Baines, L Pickin be appointed for the ensuing year
UPC 07 Election of Harewood Lane Allotment Working Party

Resolved: Cllrs  L Pickin, P Dainty, S Baines, P Bradfield be appointed for the ensuing year
UPC 08 Election of School Street Allotment Working Party

Resolved:  Cllrs A Davies, T Davies, S Hodson, P Dainty be appointed for the ensuing year
UPC 09 Election of Rose Estate Playing Field Working Party

Resolved:  Cllrs S Pallett, L Pickin, D Gillatt, P Kitching be appointed for the ensuing year
UPC 10 Anti-litter Committee 

Resolved:  Cllrs A Gillatt, K Barley, P Kitching, 
UPC 11 Committee to identify areas of land for potential asset transfer from WMDC 

Resolved:  D Gillatt, P Bradfield, K Barley

UPC 12 Memorial Garden Committee

Resolved: Cllrs P Dainty, L Pickin, D Gillatt,  S Hodson, S Baines, P Bradfield be appointed for the ensuing year

UPC 13 Committee for Christmas lights and tree requirements for 2014

Resolved:  Cllrs B Graham, L Pickin, D Gillatt, P Kitching be appointed for the ensuing year

UPC 14 Election to outside bodies
a. Joint Burial Committee
 Resolved:  Cllrs S Hodson, S Pallett
b. Yorkshire Local Council Association 
 Resolved: Open to all
c. Town and Parish Liaison Group

Resolved: Cllrs L Pickin, P Kitching, A Gillatt, D Gillatt
d. SESKU Committee

Resolved:  Cllrs B Graham, P Bradfield, A Gillatt
e. Upton Rugby Club – Quarry Lane

Resolved:  Cllrs S Baines, P Kitching, S Pallett, P Bradfield, A gillatt

f. UNEF (Upton and North Elmsall Forum)

Resolved:  A Davies, T Davies, S Hodson
g. Horse and Pony Club
Resolved:  L Pickin, P Dainty, S Baines, P Bradfield
h. Road Safety Committee

Resolved:  K Barley, P Dainty
i. Bell Street Allotment Society 

Resolved:  P Dainty, S Baines, A Gillatt, L Pickin

UPC 15 To accept and approve minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on the 9th April 2014 – please see attached 
Due to Chairman Cllr L Pickin not being at the last Parish Council meeting he requested clarity on UPC 407 regarding other members of staff.  It was stated that this agreement was only for the Clerks untaken holidays and not any other members of staff
Cllr D Gillatt requested the following amendment to UPC 377 read Cllr A not D Gillatt requested an update on the cannabis farms.  This was agreed
Resolved:  It was agreed minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 12th March 2014
UPC 16 Report from Inspector Carter 
Report was given on his behalf.

Not many calls for Anti-social behaviour
Car stolen from Harewood Lane and found on Sheepwalk Lane

Cllr T Daves reported motorbikes and quad bikes in Walton Wood mainly on a Sunday.  

Cllr S Baines reported speeding motorbikes along the new by-pass from Sheepwalk lane to the roundabout at NEXT.

UPC 17 To receive reports from the Wakefield District Councillors
No District Councillors were in attendance at the meeting.

Resolved:   It was agreed to implement advice given at the recent training event given by YLCA for the Parish Council to request a written report be given prior to the Parish Council meeting 
UPC 18 Members reports
Cllr B Graham reported issues with fly tipping on Quarry Lane.  The Clerk informed the Parish Council she was already dealing with the issue.

Cllr P Bradfield reported he is still awaiting information from the British Legion regarding the setting up an Upton Branch of the British Legion
Cllr P Dainty reported storm drains between 35 and 41 Clayton Avenue totally blocked
Cllr A Gillatt gave a report on the recent litter pick stating it was quite successful with 30 to 40 bags of litter collected

Cllr P Dainty had contacted Paul Hamby from First Impressions and he would be willing to supply free of charge plants for the Memorial Garden
UPC 19 To accept and approve the minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting held 8th May 2014 – see attached

Placed on the table for the meeting are all bank statements, VAT information, holiday forms, salaries, invoices, paying in book, cheque book, Yorkshire Purchasing Organisation order forms and financial statement

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.15pm

Councillors present

L Pickin - Chairman

P Dainty – Vice-chair

S Pallett





A Gillatt

S Hodson

K Barley





S Baines




B Graham 
P Kitching

P Bradfield

VHFC 07 Apologies 

 D Gillatt





A Davies





A Davies

VHFC 08 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda

Resolved:  None received
VHFC 09 To receive requests for dispensations

Resolved:  None received
VHFC 10 Donation request received from Paul Oxby on behalf of the British Legion – request for £150.00 to take underprivileged cadets to the Imperial War Museum, Manchester - see attached
Resolved:  Agreed to fund under Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s.19
VHFC 11 To check the Parish Councils insurance renewal – see attached

Resolved:  Agreed to a three year contact
Cllr P Bradfield entered the meeting

VHFC 12 To check the Parish Councils insurance renewal – see attached

Resolved:  Payment agreed

VHFC 13 To inspect accounts and approve receipts and payments

Payments and income were checked and agreed.

The issue of signature verification was raised 
Resolved; Agreed the Clerk contact Barclays Bank as soon as possible.
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 6.47pm
UPC 20 To look at issues with Harewood Lane allotment site – Cllr S Baines

Resolved:  Agreed the newly appointed committee to meet and place a report in for the next Parish Council meeting
UPC 21 To receive written applications for the office of parish councillor and to co-opt a candidate to fill the existing vacancy 

The Chairman Cllr L Pickin requested this item be disused prior to private business

Resolved:  This was agreed.

UPC 22 Reports from UNEF to the Parish Council
The following information was delivered by hand to Parish Councillors on the day of the meeting.
Annual Expenditure Forecast – 1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015

Petty Cash account from 13th March 2013 to 3rd April 2014

Expenditure from 5th March 2013 to 17th April 2014

Statement showing transactions on SPARK prepaid Mastercard

Copies of bank statements April and May 2014

UPC 23 Update on HR Consultants – Cllr L Pickin

Resolved: Agreed to the following
Level 3: Insurance 
Includes all the benefits of Levels 1 and 2 with Insurance Protection against legal costs and compensation arising from employment tribunal claims up to a total of £100,000 for any 1 claim, and an aggregate of £1million in any 12 month period; and health and safety claims. 

3. Cost: (insurance) (level 2) = £1486.20 not inc VAT
Clerk to contact the HR Consultants
UPC 24 To agree to accept and implement model Standing Orders recommended by Yorkshire Local Council Association and to look at adjusting to the requirements of the Parish Council

Resolved:  Clerk to undertake and present to the Parish Council
UPC 25 Requested received from Upton Junior United to use as the Recreation Ground for extra parking during its football tournament as of previous years.  Also requested to borrow tables and chairs from the Village Hall for the event – Cllr L Pickin
Chairman Cllr L Pickin informed the Parish Council the dates for this event are the 7th and 8th June 2014.  Cllr Hodson asked if all insurance and other polices were in place.  Cllr Pickin said they were

Resolved:  All agreed
UPC 26 Request for contribution from the Parish Council to MPAG  - see attached letter

Resolved:  Agreed £100.00 from the Chairman’s allowance
UPC 27 All Parish Councils Bank Account mandate signatures both additions and removals current status.
The Chairman gave a report and informed the Parish Council of conflicting advice given by Barclays Bank Mandate Team to himself and the Clerk.
Resolved:  Agreed the Clerk request the Parish Councils Business Manager attend the extra ordinary meeting of the Parish Council to be held on the 27th May 2014.  The Clerk and Chairman to act on behalf of the Parish Council concerning the mandate.  To remove the Clerk from the mandate as some members of the Parish Council were informed at a training event at the Village Hall held on the 7th May 2014 with YLCA that the Clerk has no legal right to sign cheques.

UPC 28 Update on Bell Street Allotments including letter received from MP Jon Trickett

Clerk gave a brief update.  Chairman requested it be minuted that Bell Street Allotment Society are negotiating their own lease agreement between themselves and the land owner.
Resolved:  Clerk to respond to Jon Trickett MP’s correspondence.

UPC 29 Request for two separate letters to be sent to the board of school governors and acting head teacher of Upton Primary School to provide information regards the deteriorating ofsted reports of the last 12 months. The measures the school were originally placed within and the current situation and status as a matter of vital community interest – Cllr A Gillatt

Resolved:  Agreed
UPC 30 For information only - Chair to call an extra ordinary meeting to be held on Tuesday 27th May 2014

This was noted.

UPC 31 Mr Shaw from Sevenoaks Town Council is requesting support from the Parish Council to support the following proposal:

“That the Government take the necessary action to allow a percentage of Business Rates to be paid direct to Parish and Town Councils for the benefit of local economic growth”
Resolved:  Agreed the Clerk contact Mr Shaw to inform him of the Parish Councils support for this proposal and to request being kept up to date with the situation.
UPC 32 To receive any updates from the following Committees

Committee to identify areas of land for potential asset transfer from WMDC 

Committee for Christmas lights and tree requirements for 2014 

Anti-litter Committee 

Memorial Garden Committee

Committee to identify areas of land for potential asset transfer from WMDC 

A report was delivered today to the Parish Council. 
Chairman Cllr L Pickin requested Parish Council give delegated powers to the committee to meet the land owners of land identified in open dialog and to report back to the Parish Council

Resolved:  Agreed

Committee for Christmas lights and tree requirements for 2014 

Information delivered today to the Parish Council

Chairman Cllr L Pickin gave an overview of the report.  Agreed a rootball tree to be placed at North Elmsall.  The next meeting for the committee has been arranged for 21st May at 10.00am 

A report was delivered today to the Parish Council.  The Chairman gave an overview of the report.  
It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders until all business has been discussed

Anti-litter Committee 

A verbal report was given.  The arranged litter pick accumulated 30 to 40 bags of litter.  The committee is to look at organising another litter pick due to the success of the first one

Memorial Garden Committee

Cllr S Hodson report on the stone in honour of Rifleman Luke Farmer.  This is to be sited on the ground on a plinth.  The approximate size is 18” x 18”.  This should be a replica of the one already placed on the War Memorial.  The cost is approximately £450.00 this will be paid for from the £800.00 which has recently been donated to the Parish Council.
Cllr P Dainty reported he had contacted Paul Hamby of First Impressions who has kindly agreed to donate flowers for the opening ceremony of the Memorial Garden.  Also a number of issues with the gate are still ongoing.

Agreed to bring a report back to the Parish Council

UPC 33 Clerk requesting to join the Institute of Local Council Management – see attached information
Resolved:  Noted
UPC 34 Society of Local Council Clerks – Regional Conference 2014 – 19th June 2014 at York - see attached details (this is for Clerks and Councillors)
Agreed The Clerk allowed to take time from work to attend.  Cllrs P Bradfield and P Kitching also attending

UPC 35 Cllr P Kitching would like to present to the Parish Council a way in which to raise funds for the benefit of the community – see attached information 

Resolved:  Agreed to arrange a table top sale in the Village Hall on July 6th 2014
UPC 36 Information received regarding both indoor and outdoor PA systems – see attached information
Resolved:  Agreed to purchase a fixed system with a radio microphone and allow no more than £1,500.00 not inc VAT
UPC 37 Information received regarding the cost of litter bins
Resolved:  Agreed to purchase 10 lamp post bins

UPC 38 To discuss and consider whether to replace or repair seats at the War Memorial on Wrangbrook Road
Resolved:  Agreed to repair

UPC 39 Update on preparation of tender document to cover all Parish grounds maintenance areas including new Memorial Garden, grass cutting, planting etc – Cllr L Pickin

Resolved: Chairman, Cllr L Pickin, and Cllrs S Baines and B Graham have delegated powers to go through the tender document, to omit what is not required by the Parish Council and to finalise costs with NPS and Street Scene
UPC 40 To arrange a date and time for Parish Councillors to meet with Paul Richardson and a representative of Yorkshire Ambulance Service regarding the use of defibrillators – please see attached information 
Resolved:  Clerk to arrange

UPC 41 Lottery funding re:  War Memorial - Cllr B Graham
Resolved:  Noted

UPC 42 Financial Statement – see attached report
Resolved:  Payments and receipts were agreed
UPC 43 Planning issues – see attached list

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
14/00787/FUL  Mr Slawinski, 2 Beech Road, Upton.  Two storey extension to side
14/00766/FUL Mrs Dudek, Ewebank House, Waggon Lane.  Detached garage to front.

14/00615/FUL Mr Ripley, 1 Peters Close, Upton.  Residential development for detached dwelling with integral garage
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
14/00325/FUL Mr Crooks, 1 Melton Close, South Elmsall.  Porch and canopy to front

14/00315/FUL Mr Beavors 8 St Margaret’s Court, North Elmsall.  Conservatory to rear

14/00327/FUL, BDW Yorkshire.  Common Side Lane, Upton.  Change of house type plot 64 (Oulton to Bampton) pursuant to approval 13/0004/FUL

14/00313/FUL Mr Austin, Bolney Lodge, Common Lane, Upton.  Two Velux windows to front to serve loft conversion
APPLICATIONS REFUSED

14/00313/FUL Mr Austin, Bolney Lodge, Common Lane, Upton.  Two Velux windows to front to serve loft conversion
UPC 44 Correspondence received – see attached list
Bold as Brass – CISWO

Normanton Town Council – invite for Chair and Partner – National Armed forces and Service – 28th June 2014

Letter received from a Parishioner requesting help from the Parish Council – see attached 

Resolved:  Agreed Clerk to contact and offer any help 

Letter received from Upton Rugby Club – see attached

Letter from Jon Trickett MP to Chairman re Bell Street Allotments

Discussed  in item 28 on the agenda

Letter received from a Parishioner requesting extra seating on Upton Country Park – see attached

Resolved:  Cllr S Baines to contact Friends of Upton Country Park 

Agreed to discuss item 21 on the agenda:
UPC 21 To receive written applications for the office of parish councillor and to co-opt a candidate to fill the existing vacancy 

Resolved:  Mrs D Wheat be offered the position

UPC 45 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting
UPC 46 Quarry Lane Sports Ground Lease - update 
Resolved:  Parish Council to email the Chairman, Cllr L Pickin with any recommendations or omissions to the lease.  Comments must reach the Chairman before Monday 19th May 2014.  Agreed the Chairman carry on dealing with the lease.  Clerk to convey the solicitor’s apology for the delay

UPC 47 Information received from the Parish Councils Solicitor regarding the leasing of the Parish Councils stables – please see attached
Resolved:  Due to the information and recommendations received from the Parish Councils Solicitor the Clerk to contact the Solicitor to instigate a lease as agreed.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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