  MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

15th MARCH 2015 
The Chairman, Cllr L Pickin opened the meeting at 7.00pm.  Nine members of public attended and PSCO Officer 
Chairman requested it minuting he had not finalised the agenda with the Clerk.
District Cllrs J Askew and A Garbutt sent their apologies. 
Public session requested.

All members of the public raised issues regarding Parish Council land to the rear of their properties (1 to 23 Harewood Lane).  Some of the residents have cleared part of the wooded area which is in the ownership of the Parish Council. Various exchanges took place between residents and members of the Parish Council.  It was suggested the members of the public stay in attendance as this issue was to be discussed further at the meeting.
The Chairman carried on with the business of the meeting at 7.20pm.

Cllrs attending

L Pickin - Chairman

P Dainty - Vice chair, arrived 7.45pm
S Pallett
P Oxby

D Wheat

P Kitching

S Hodson 
B Graham 

T Davies    
A Gillatt 

UPC 433 Apologies 

P Bradfield – other commitments




C Wheat – illness
UPC 434 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Resolved:  Cllr D Wheat gave a verbal declaration of interest for item 4 on the agenda.  Cllr P Dainty gave a verbal declaration of interest on his arrival to the meeting at 7.48pm for item 4 on the agenda ‘To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting – To allow the Parish Council to discuss issues with Bell Street Allotments site with the Solicitor’
UPC 435 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Resolved:   Cllr Pickin reminded the meeting of his ongoing dispensation dated 12th March 2014 and requested this noting
UPC 436 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting – To allow the Parish Council to discuss issues with Bell Street Allotments site with the Solicitor
As this was private business the audio taping of the meeting was stopped. A long discussion took place with the solicitor and various suggestions were discussed.  Cllr P Dainty entered the meeting 7.45pm
Resolved:  Agreed To pay Mrs Hansens costs and for Solicitor to work with Mrs Hansen regarding a 12 month strategic withdrawal from the site to allow the allotment holders time to remove animals etc.  Solicitor to work with tenants regarding the clearing of the site. If allotment holders wish to negotiate anything further they must carry this out themselves.   The Parish Council do not want any further dealings concerning lease agreement(s) for the site.  Solicitor to draft a letter to the allotment holders 
Members of the public re-entered the meeting and the recording of the meeting was re-instated.
UPC 437 To discuss, agree and implement any decisions made regarding decimation of Parish Council land to the rear of Harewood Lane
8.30pm Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow members of the public to speak on this issue.  8.40pm, the Chairman re-instated Standing Orders

Resolved:  Residents will install a gate at the start of the path on Harewood lane between numbers 1 to 23.  A number of members of the Parish Council will meet with residents on Sunday 22nd March at 1.00pm.  The Parish Council to work closely with residents, to establish boundaries.  Once this has been established the Parish Council to organise quotes for fencing to separate boundaries.

UPC 438 To received report from PCSO
10 anti-social calls received

4 calls regarding off road motorbikes

2 car accidents
Youths at the rear of Upton Centre were reported for drugs

3 assaults reported
The Chairman thanked the PSCO for his report
UPC 439 To receive reports from Wakefield District Councillors 

As there were no District Cllrs attending no report was given.  
UPC 440 To receive members written reports and any urgent matters – information only     

One written report was received by Cllr B Graham and Cllr S Pallatt regarding issues with youths at the Post Office on High Street.
Resolved:  Cllr B Graham and Cllr S Pallatt to request the Post Master put his concerns in writing to the Parish Council
UPC 441 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting Wednesday 18th February 2015 – see attached
The Chairman requested it minuting he did not finalise the agenda with the Clerk
 Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 18th February 2015 were agreed as a true record with the added amendment.  Chairman to sign the minutes at a later date
UPC 442 To approve minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee 4th March 2015 see attached – see attached
Resolved:  The minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee 4th March 2015 were agreed as a true record
UPC 443 Minutes from Employment/Staffing Committee 31st October 2014 - awaiting

Minutes from this meeting are not available as of yet but will be circulated once they are produced.

UPC 444 Financial Regulations – please see attached. Deletions are shown as RED and additions are shown as purple.  Please do not hesitate to contact the clerk if you require any assistance 
Resolved:  For Chair and Clerk to arrange a meeting by email to go through and bring back to council

UPC 445 Planning permission for flag poles – as requested at the last Parish Council meeting 
Resolved:  One to be placed at the Village Hall and one in the Memorial Garden.  Cost of planning permission agreed.  Clerk to take up the issue
UPC 446 To discuss and approve areas for refurbishment to Village Hall.  Cost allocated from the capital fund - Cllr L Pickin
 Resolved:  To agree to the plans as they stand
UPC 447 Request to quote for the repairing of the lane (leading to the allotments) between numbers 23 and 25 Harewood Lane – Cllr L Pickin
 Resolved:  To request WMDC look at this in the first instance.  If this is rejected to bring back to the Parish Council for consideration
UPC 448 Interviews for forthcoming position of Clerk/RFO/Project Officer and the Staffing Committee – Cllr P Oxby
Resolved:  To delegate powers to the Employment/Staffing Committee to carry out the forthcoming interviews.
UPC 449 To confirm order for chairs for the Village Hall
Resolved:  To order the compatible storage rack to match the chairs. 
UPC 450 To consider and approve changes recommended from the Finance and Village Hall Committee to Terms of Reference to the Finance and Village Hall Committee 

 Resolved:  Approved 

UPC 451 Report from Internal Auditor visit 10th March 2015 – see attached 
Chairman informed the meeting he had met and spoken with the Internal Auditor regarding the situation with last years accounts.  Cllr B Graham requested it to be recorded that she felt it was a really good report.  The Clerk stated that due to the accounts not being signed off by the External Auditor and that one of the issues is the payments to UNEF by the Parish Council she did raise the issue of the next payment to UNEF which is due. The Clerk said she would minute that all Council members had received a copy of the email from the Internal Auditor and External Auditors stating the following: 
Dear Mr Smithson

Thank you for your email. My colleague Kerry Cutting is now taking the lead on the work being undertaken into the 2013/14 UNEPC accounts including the legality of some payments. Unfortunately she is off sick today but I am sure she will call you next week to discuss the impact of our work, if any, on the 2014/15 annual return, as you have requested.

I would say that as external auditors, we are not able to give accounting advice to the Council and therefore will not comment on the forthcoming payment to UNEF.
Information received from the Parish Councils Internal Auditor

You will have seen Littlejohn's response to the email I sent them about your query. I thought that would be what they would say, although it was worth asking the question! I don't feel I can give you definitive advice as I am not aware of all the issue involved, but feel that it would be unwise for the Council to proceed at the moment with a further £10,000 payment if the legality of previous payments is being questioned. 
The Chairman stated this was not an agenda item and he had also contacted the Internal Auditor and read out the following response:

Thank you for your email. The response I made to your Clerk's query should not be viewed as definitive advice as I am not aware of all the circumstances surrounding the agreement between the Council and UNEC or of the scope of the investigation being carried out by the external auditors. I merely feel that to make a further payment now whilst earlier payments are the subject of that investigation which, I understand, has yet to be finalised, could cause the council problems. I appreciate that this could result in cash flow problems for UNEC but suggest that you seek further advice from the external auditors, if they are willing to give it, since they are much more aware of the circumstances surrounding the agreement than I.

Sorry for not being able to assist any more at this time.

Cllr D Wheat brought up the information which had been received in July 2014 regarding payments to UNEF and  requesting it minuting she asked the Chairman that he wasn’t willing to take advice from YLCA and the Internal Auditors.  The Chairman said he would go on record to say that the information sent by the Clerk to YLCA at that time was completely fabricated and false information  as to who UNEF was and that will be an issue raised as this process carries on.  That why Council did not go with the recommendation because contents of the email wasn’t true.  Cllr D Wheat requested it minuting she will be taking advice given by the Internal Auditor 
Resolved:  Report was noted
UPC 452 To receive any updates from the following Committees and Working Parties

Littering, flytipping
Complaints have been received regarding discarded cigarette butts outside the Care Home on Harewood Lane.  Cllr S Pallatt asked for volunteers to carry out a litter pick

Resolved:  Clerk to write to the Management Team

Memorial Garden
No report given
Land for potential asset transfer from WMDC
No report was given

Christmas lights and trees
Invoice for costs has been received

Harewood Lane Allotments
Skip to be delivered hopefully this week
School Street Allotments
No report was given
Rose Estate Playing Field
No report was given
UPC 453 Financial Statement – see attached
Resolved:  No issues raised.

UPC 454 Planning Matters – see attached

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
15/00574/FUL Westbury Bungalow, Barnsdale Way, Upton.  Attached garage to side

15/00577/FUL Co-op Late Shop, 58 Ash Grove, South Elmsall.  Proposal to install an automated teller machine (ATM) through a shop front.

15/00578/ADV Co-op Late Shop, 58 Ash Grove, South Elmsall.  A non illuminated advertisement to surround the ATM.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED

14/02867/FUL  100 Hill Estate, Upton.  Proposed new vehicular access and parking

APPLICATIONS REFUSED

15/00135/FUL 25 Beacon Drive, Upton.  Two storey extension to side and demolition of exiting garage 

UPC 455 Correspondence – see attached

No correspondence
UPC 456 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Resolved:  Approved 

UPC 457 Options for position of keyholder  

Clerk informed the Parish Council, more fobs for the alarm system have been ordered.

Resolved:  To delegate powers to the Employment/Staffing Committee to look at options for the post.  Clerk to inform Parish Council of any weekend bookings which will require cover.  To have a register of keyholders for the Village Hall
UPC 458 Staff holiday issues
Resolved:  All Staff holiday forms were checked.  Clerk to speak with members of staff to make sure all holiday entitlements have been used.

UPC 559 Request from Cllr D Wheat for a copy of complaint regarding issues raised

No decision was reached
UPC 560 Response from the Clerk regarding the request from Cllr S Hosdon

Resolved:  Chairman and Cllr S Hodson to meet to discussed further
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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