  MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

11th JUNE 2014

These minutes are subject to confirmation of accuracy at the next meeting 9th July 2014 

An updated report on the project report, guidelines for payments made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, copies of minutes of the meetings on the agenda, budgeting for new post, financial statement, list of planning applications
The Chairman, Cllr L Pickin opened the meeting at 7.00pm.  Three members of the public attended.

A public session was requested.

Issue raised:
Mr Hodge – overgrown tree on the Miners Memorial Garden which requires cutting back as this could possibly scratch cars travelling on Little Lane.  Mr Hodge stated if this happens to his car he will forward the repair bill to the Parish Council
Resolved:  Clerk to contact the Contractor and request this be cut back

Mr Mears – asked for an update on the lease for the Rugby Club.  Mr Mears reported to the Parish Council the grounds of the Rugby Club have now been tidied and gave an update on the issue of the possible encroachment on to the Rugby Club ground.

Mr Mears also informed the Parish Council he was not happy with the lack of grass cutting on the Miners Memorial Garden and also the Memorial Garden in honour of Luke Farmer.  

Cllr attending

L Pickin - Chairman

P Dainty – Vice-Chairman
S Pallett
S Baines

S Hodson 
D Gillatt     
A Gillatt

P Bradfield 

A Davies
D Wheat

P Kitching
T Davies

B Graham

UPC 48 Apologies 

P Dainty – Vice-chair other commitments




J Askew – District Cllr





A Garbutt – District Cllr

UPC 49 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Cllr B Graham completed form number 24 and declared Interests other than Disclosable Pecuniary Interests on item 28 on the agenda ‘Donation request received from SESKU’ 

Cllr S Pallett gave a verbal declaration of Interest on item 5 on the agenda ‘UNEF request for additional funding for Upton Community Library Development & Education Centre’ Cllr D Wheat said she felt that a few people sat around the table need to show an interest in item 5 because they are actually members.  Chair responded that Declarations of Interests are for individual Councillors and no-one can advise you, in the end you have to let your conscience and morals guide you.  Cllr D Wheat requested this minuting.  Chairman Cllr L Pickin gave a verbal declaration on item 5 and said he would complete a form after the meeting confirming this at 7.20pm.
UPC 50 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Chairman Cllr L Pickin informed the Council he had been speaking with YLCA that day regarding his dispensation and was told when you have a Pecuniary Interest Dispensation in place you are not disbarred from both proceedings in the meeting nor voting at the meeting.  Cllr Pickin gave the example of when the Parish Council completed Dispensations regarding the setting of the precept as this was what he was told to quote.  Cllr P Bradfield asked if the Dispensations still allowed him to Chair that part of the meeting, he responded yes he was told that was the case.
Resolved:  This was noted
UPC 51 To accept and approve  minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 9th May 2014 and the extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting held the 27th May 2014 – please see attached 
Cllr B Graham requested altering typing error in UPC 21 from disused to discussed.

Minutes from 27th May to read May and not March.

Amendments agreed
Resolved:  Minutes from the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 9th May 2014 and the extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting held the 27th May 2014 were agreed as a true record.
UPC 52 UNEF request for additional funding for Upton Community Library Development & Education Centre - information provided – Cllr L Pickin
Chairman Cllr L Pickin informed the Parish Council the information provided was from the UNEF Directors. The information was handed to the Clerk by Cllr L Pickin but the information is from the Directors of UNEF.
Cllr P Bradfield requested to address the Parish Council.  Cllr P Bradfield stated he had received a telephone call that morning which said he had upset and alienated quite a few Councillors.  His intensions are not to upset the Council or to alienate anybody in any way and if the Council would bear with him he would explain where he was coming from.  He stated that throughout his working career as a Professional Engineer and Projects Manager with some of the biggest companies in the country and he is a trained professional, the questions he had raised are only questions which a professional funder or body would ask before lending money and doesn’t see why these questions cannot be asked as he is a very new member to the Council and wanted more information to allow him and other new members of the Council to make lawful decisions.  He did not want to rattle anybodies cage but what he objected to is being told on a voice message that he is talking like an empty bucket, that he is a crock of s**t and that they are going to try and belittle him at this meeting tonight and he was quite upset by this and he feels very aggrieved they feel he is trying to upset anyone.
Chairman Cllr L Pickin stated that the phone call was made to Cllr L Pickin from Cllr P Bradfield which Cllr P Bradfield said he was left a message to ring Cllr L Pickin back.  Further exchanges were made between both Councillors.  Cllr L Pickin informed Cllr P Bradfield that on the last two documents sent to the Parish Council it has stated that if any Councillor wishes to speak with the Directors at any time to please do so.  Issues were raised over the Working Agreement between the Parish Council and UNEF.  Cllr L Pickin accused Cllr P Bradfield of being aggressive with him on the telephone to which Cllr P Bradfield responded he has but only because Cllr L Pickin was being aggressive to him.   Cllr L Pickin requested this be minuted.  Cllr S Hodson requested a copy of the Joint Working Agreement be circulated to all Parish Councillors so anyone can have a look at the agreement in place. Cllr L Pickin stated it was agreed to keep the Working Agreement simple on the advice given by YLCA.  This has gone through the Parish Councils internal auditor and adapted by YLCA
Cllr D Wheat asked for the following to be minuted.  Could each member of the Parish Council read the document which she had complied on the Companies Act 2006.  A lot of the documentation given to the Parish Council does not have one signature on which is illegal, there are no audited accounts.  Cllr S Pallett stated this year ending accounts were still being processed but last years have been lodged with Company House if she wanted to check.  
Cllr S Baines Proposed an extra ordinary meeting be called to just discuss this item.  Cllr D Gillatt requested an amendment to the proposal that the Parish Council vote for the item on the agenda which is for extra funding for the library.  Cllr B Graham stated the agenda item was none specific. 
Cllr L Pickin requested the Parish Council consider either of the following actions from the report given to the Parish Council with the agenda.

1. A one off immediate additional payment of £13,000.00 for 2014-2015

2. Amending the joint working agreement for £53,000.00 per annum with the additional amount paid equally over the 3 remaining payments, 1st July 2014, 1st Oct 2104 and 1st Jan 2015
Cllr P Bradfield requested a second amendment to the proposal put forward from the Chairman, Cllr L Pickin. This was to agree to pay £10,000.00 as soon as possible due to the library requiring money to allow it to function and to discuss the extra funding in detail at an extra ordinary meeting.
Cllr S Baines asked how the extra £13,000.00 payment could be made as there would not be enough money allowed under section 137.  Cllr L Pickin replied if the Parish Council considers doing that the idea is that there is a directive given to YLCA to say make this happen.  A number of Councillors sat here with Sheena Spence who said that if the Parish Council wants a project to happen they will make it happen if it can.  So if the Parish Council agrees to this then a directive is made to YLCA to say make this happen that is what she told the Council
Cllr D Gillatt requested a third amendment which was to go for the one off immediate additional payment of £13,000.00 for 2014-2015

The Chairman requested voting takes place.  He explained what each proposal and amendments were.

Councillor B Graham requested a name recorded vote be taken.
A vote was taken on the third amendment from Cllr D Gillatt.

Councillors for the amendment were Cllrs D Gillatt, A Gillatt, A Davies, T Davies, S Pallett, S Hodson, K Barley.  Cllr D Wheat requested it be minuted that she will not be in agreement with this until she sees some signed documentation from UNEF. Cllr L Pickin informed Cllr D Wheat documentation from UNEF was available to view with the Clerk
Councillors against Cllrs S Baines, P Bradfield, B Graham, D Wheat

Cllr L Pickin abstained

A vote was taken on the second amendment
Four Cllrs were in agreement

Resolved:  It was resolved to agree to the third amendment of the proposal and to pay UNEF £23,000.00 on the 20th June 2014

UPC 53 Report from Cllr P Bradfield and the Clerk as to the position of the Parish Councils on-going projects – see attached

Cllr P Bradfield gave an overview of the projects.  Cllr P Bradfield proposed he would be willing to project manage these and future projects on behalf of the Parish Council as this was part of his duties in his work.
Resolved:  This was noted.
UPC 54 Consider appointment of  locum clerk as deputy clerk/ project officer UNEPC 25 hours per week until on fixed term contract until 31st Mar 2015 on scale point 25 – Cllr L Pickin
Chair reported that discussions with a number of Parish Councillors there is a willingness to undertake this with amendments to a potential 30 hour and one scale point behind the Clerk from Monday 23rd June, subject to contract and terms and conditions to be drawn up by the Parish Councils HR Solicitors Napthans   Cllr S Hodson acknowledged Cllr P Bradfield’s comments that he would require administration help with the project management of the listed projects and future projects. He also acknowledges Cllrs S Pallett’s comments of frustration of projects not being completed.  Cllr S Hodson proposed that due the work load this position could entail he proposed this post be for 30 hours to get through the work and the contract to run to the 31st March 2015.  This would enable Cllr Bradfield to move these projects along with the assistance of a Projects Officer.  The post would only cover for the Clerk when the Clerk is on holiday etc
The Chairman asked Cllr S Hosdon to sum up his proposal to the Parish Council.  Cllr S Hodon stated that this post be for 30 hours per week and one payscale behind the Clerk.  To commence on the 23rd June 2014 and run until the 31st March 2015.  The title will be Projects Office/Deputy Clerk, and this to be written into the job description by the Parish Councils HR Solicitors.
Resolved:  It was approved the Locum Clerk to start on the 23rd June 2014 under a temporary contract to run until the 31st March 2015  pending contract and job description being agreed by the Parish Council and the Locum Clerk.
UPC 55 Consideration to Appoint new Internal Auditors – Cllr L Pickin
Chairman Cllr L Pickin asked the Parish Council to consider changing the Parish Councils current Internal Auditors Yorkshire Audit.

Resolved:  This was agreed.  Clerk to contact YLCA to ask for a list of recommended Internal Auditors
UPC 56 Village Hall request quotation for external signage front & Gable end including opening times front  - Cllr L Pickin

Resolved:  Agreed Cllrs to sought costs
UPC 57 Report from Inspector Carter
No one was available to give a report.
UPC 58 To receive reports from the Wakefield District Councillors
No District Councillors were in attendance at the meeting but the following information had been previously sent to the Parish Council via email:
UPTON FUN DAY

We have been meeting with Upton Country Park Group and liaising with Partners to bring the “UPTON FUN DAY” together, which takes place on Wednesday 23rd July 2014. Special thanks to Cllr Pickin (in his capacity as Chairman of Upton United Football Club) for allowing the Neighbourhood Improvement fund Grant (if approved) to be placed in the football clubs bank a/c until needed, his offer is very much appreciated by all concerned as the groups bank a/c wasn’t open in time for the bid to be submitted.

LAND TO SIDE OF UPTON SPICE

After three years of pushing to establish ownership of the above, we have now (after many meetings over the years) established that in the first instance, the owner provided proof that it was re-possessed by Barclays in the 1980’s, however Land Registry records still showed him as the owner,  it also showed that Barclays had an interest in it. For this reason Enforcement couldn’t serve notice on the owner alone.

Getting Barclays Bank to respond to requests for clarity of such has been a laborious task, and Enforcement have more than once indicated that they could take it no further, I wouldn’t accept this and asked Denise Jeffery to intervene We showed her the site and how unsightly it was for the residents living nearby and she agreed.

Enforcement continued to contact Barclays and they have now provided documentation stating that they do not have an interest in the land and have removed it from Land Registry records. Our Enforcement team have now clarified this to be true through Land Registry.

The current situation is that we met with Enforcement four weeks ago and were told that they could now serve the owner with notice to clear and that he would have to comply with procedures this time as he has been proven to be the sole owner without any doubt

We will update further in due course 

UPTON PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACEMENTS

Cllr Garbutt was approached by an Upton family whose child had been refused a place in School as it was predicted to be full, but yet the Childs sibling attended, this means that they will be going to different schools.

We have expressed concerns about the possibility of this happening since the 49 houses were built on School Street, and spoke with Mr Franklyn about it at the time. We have made every effort since to ensure that Family Services take School Placements and associated infrastructure into consideration when dealing with Planning Applications for increasing developments within our Ward

We met with planning officers before the application was approved regarding the new housing development on Common Lane, and were influential in gaining more funding for Family Services than was initially requested from them. Ultimately £164,398 was earmarked for the Education side of the catchment area for Upton children

The possible problem with new developments is that in todays economic climate they aren’t all built at once, but in phases which can take years, and depending upon how the terms/ application conditions are agreed, the developer often doesn’t have to pay for agreed services to (in this instance) Schools until a certain percentage of houses are actually occupied.

For this reason, and because a family in the village is having problems registering both their children in the same school, Allan (Garbutt) has met with, and been told by Planners that with regard to the Common Lane Development, they have stated that once 21 dwellings have been occupied they will ensure that £82,199 is drawn down from the Developer for use in the “Education” part of the application

Allan has handed the case of the Upton family to Cllr Olivia Rowley (Portfolio Holder for Children & Young People) and has expressed his concerns and asked her to look into it

We will update further in due course
UPC 59 Members reports – information only    

Cllr A Gillatt – re response from Upton Junior and Infant School Governors regarding the Parish Councils letter with its concerns over the recent ofsted report.
Resolved:  The Clerk to contact YLCA regarding the situation of responses to letters which are received too late for the Parish Council meeting.               
UPC 60 To accept and approve the minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting held 5th June 2014 – see attached

Placed on the table for the meeting are all bank statements, VAT information, holiday forms, salaries, invoices, paying in book, cheque book, Yorkshire Purchasing Organisation order forms and financial statement

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm

Councillors present

L Pickin - Chairman

P Dainty – Vice-chair

S Pallett





A Gillatt

S Hodson

K Barley





S Baines





B Graham 

P Kitching

P Bradfield

D Wheat





D Gillatt

VHFC 14 Apologies 

None received 

VHFC 15 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda

Resolved:  None received
VHFC 16 To receive requests for dispensations

Resolved:  None received

VHFC 17 Quote received for hard wire testing – Village Hall

Resolved:  Agreed and to request information regarding making safe any wiring against possible rodents

VHFC 18 Report from WMDC Pest Control – re Village Hall

Resolved:  Agreed once infestation has been eradicated to repair area outside

VHFC 19 Draft NALC Financial Regulations for consideration for full approval at the Parish Council meeting 11th June 2014 – to amend if required – see attached
Resolved:  Agreed to put on hold until information regarding the current health check from YLCA has been received

VHFC 20 To consider a pre-payment card for use by the Parish Council to keep in line with the new Financial Regulations – to be fully approved at the Parish Council meeting
Resolved:  Agreed once one has been agreed this to be pre loaded with £500.00 
VHFC 21View the Parish Councils Annual Return prior to approval at the Parish Council meeting for the financial year 1st April 2013 to 31st March 2014
Resolved:  All agreed to recommend acceptance to the Parish Council

VHFC 22 To inspect accounts and approve receipts and payments

Payments and income were checked and agreed.

Issues rose concerning the Parish Councils bank mandate.  

Resolved; Chairman and Clerk to contact the Bank Mandate Team.

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.10 pm
Resolved:  The minutes from the meeting were agreed a true record

UPC 61 Request Parish Council approve letter be sent to the Appeals Panel WMDC  - Cllr S Hodson and Cllr L Pickin
A copy of a pre written letter from Cllr S Hodson was sent with the agenda
Resolved:  Agreed to send the letter on the 12th June 2014 from the Parish Council and Cllr D Gillatt will represent the Parish Council at the appeals hearing instead of Cllr S Hodson.

UPC 62 Request for information – Cllr S Hodson 

Cllr S Hodson read out the following letter and handed the Chairman Cllr L Pickin the letter to deal with on behalf of the Parish Council:

At a meeting attended by the Leader of WMDC Cllr Peter Box and other members of Council I was informed that Cllr Box was in receipt of correspondence addressed directly to him by the Clerk of Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council, Ms P Kitchin.  Furthermore Cllr Box has confirmed this in writing by confirming the letter was sent to him by Ms Kitchin.  Having sought advice on this matter I have grave concerns of potential reputational damage of the contents of this letter could have on my standing in the community and public office.  Therefore I respectfully ask in your capacity as Chairman of the Parish Council the following actions are taken to assist me in protecting my reputation and standing in the community.

Full and unadulterated copy of the letter sent by Ms Kitchin to Peter Box is made available to me.  The prescribed time for meeting this request is 10.00pm 12th June 2014.  That I be advised of compliance or non-compliance with this request by a telephone call by yourself as Chairman.

The Clerk makes a full disclosure of all third parties that were privy to this letter.  If you are unable to meet my request I will be left with no alternative but to contact the   Information Commissioners Office and seek re-dress under the Freedom of Information Act.

I trust you will take this request in the spirit it is intended and I look forward to your reply.  Yours sincerely Cllr S Hodson.

Resolved:  The Chairman Cllr L Pickin agreed to deal with the request

UPC 63 To select members for the Parish Councils Staff, Grievance and Disciplinary Committee

The Chairman read out the following members of the Parish Council

Cllrs L Pickin, P Dainty, S Pallett, D Gillatt, S Baines, B Graham in reserve 

Resolved:  The members were agreed
UPC 64 To select members for the Parish Councils Staff, Grievance and Disciplinary Appeals Committee
The Chairman read out the following members of the Parish Council
Cllrs P Kitching, A Gillatt, K Barley, S Hodson, D Wheat, P Bradfield and T Pallett in reserve
Resolved:  The members were approved
UPC 65 To select members for the Parish Councils Staffing Committee
Resolved:  Agreed to consider at a later date once the staff hand book has been received Napthans HR Solicitors
UPC 66 To approve the Annual Return for the financial year 1st April 2013 to 31st March 2014 

Resolved:  Agreed
UPC 67 Request from Cllr D Wheat to join a number of the Parish Councils Committees and Working Parties

Cllr D Wheat requested to join the following committees:

Christmas trees and lights - Committee

Allotment both School Street and Harewood Lane – Working Parties

Horse and Pony – Working Party
Memorial Garden - Committer

Discussion took place regarding the Parish Councils health check with YLCA and the number of members allowed on to committees.

Resolved:  Agreed to Cllr D Wheat joining the above Committees and Working Parties and to re-evaluate once the health check from YLCA has been received

UPC 68 Quote received from NPS to carry out a Building Conditional Survey of the Village Hall – see attached

Resolved:  Costing were agreed.  Agreed this be carried out.
UPC 69 To agree or amend the Parish Councils Standing Orders – see attached 
As requested by the Parish Council the Clerk had amended the previous draft Standing Orders presented at the previous Parish Council meeting and to use the Parish Councils standing orders currently in place to help amend the draft Standing Orders.
Resolved:  Agreed to look at again in detail when the health check from YLCA has been received. 

UPC 70 To receive any updates from the following Committees and Working Parities:
· Littering, flytipping

· Memorial Garden

· Land for potential asset transfer from WMDC

· Christmas lights and trees

· Harrewood Lane Allotments

· School Street Allotments

· Rose Estate Playing Field

Littering, flytipping

A further litter pick has been arranged for Saturday 21st June 2014

Memorial Garden

To look at costs of flag poles for the Memorial Garden and the Cenotaph on Warngbrook Road

Land for potential asset transfer from WMDC

Waiting for a reply from Cath Moore at WMDC

Christmas lights and trees

Waiting for quotes from Rob Smith at WMDC re trees and Christmas lights

Harewood Lane Allotments

A meeting is to be arranged with the committee to do a site visit and report back to the Parish Council.

School Street Allotments

NPS have been notified to start the tender for work to be carried out.  Possibly commence in 3 to 4 weeks

Rose Estate Playing Field

Cllr S Pallett will bring a report back to the Parish Council
UPC 71 Letter from Bell Street Allotment Committee solicitor – see attached

Resolved:  Copy of the information received by forwarded to the Parish Councils solicitor and to ask for advice regarding the situation
UPC 72 Request received from Mr Gledhill to place a container approx size 10’x 8’ on the Harewood Lane allotment at the side of the other containers already on this site to allow him to store his horse trap.
Cllr S Baines gave a verbal declaration of interest in this issue

Resolved:  Agreed to allow if planning permission is not required.  Mr Gledhill to seek this information.
UPC 73 Cllr P Dainty -  request a sign be erected on Harewood Lane – (rear of) to state ‘no heavy goods vehicles Plant Hire or farming machinery allowed by order of the Parish Council’

Resolved: As Cllr Dainty was not in attendance this item to be placed on the agenda for discussion at the next Parish Council meeting.
UPC 74 Request from Cllr Barley to ask the Parish Council to consider organising two competitions for school children to design posters regarding anti-litter and anti smoking campaigns

The Parish Council agreed Cllr Barley to be commended for idea.
 Resolved:  Agreed Cllr Barley to work with the Anti-litter committee and for the Clerk to write to Upton Junior School to ask about the schools smoking policy
UPC 75 Donation request received from SESKU - see attached account available to view
Cllr B Graham left the room before any discussion took place

Resolved:  Agreed to £600.00
Cllr B Graham re-entered the room.
UPC 76 Report from the Parish Councils internal auditor final visit

Copy of the report was attached to the agenda

Resolved:  Noted.
UPC 77 Financial Statement – see attached report
Resolved:  Payments and receipts were agreed
UPC 78 Planning Matters - see attached list including a letter received from a Parishioner re Planning Application No 14/00958/FUL Land off east side of Marguerite Gardens  - see attached

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
14/00530/FUL Mr Ludgate, 42 Elder Ave, Upton.  Detached outbuilding to rear – retrospective 

14/00958/FUL Yorkshire Housing, Land off east side of Marguerite Gardens, Upton.  Residential development 31 no affordable houses with associated parking and landscaping

14/00984/FUL Mr Kilpatrick. 3 Barnsdale Way, Upton.  Single storey extension to front/side

14/01044/FUL Mr Rahman, Land at Steed Court Business Park, Waggon Lane.  Retrospective application for change of use of office forecourt to hand car wash

APPLICATIONS APPROVED
14/00432/FUL Mr Wheat, 67 Harewood Lane, Upton.  Single storey extension to rear

APPLICATIONS WITHDRAWN
14/00766/FUL Mrs Dudek, Ewebank House, Waggon Lane.  Detached garage to front.

13/02664/FUL Hughes, Beaconfield Road, Upton.  Siting of mobile home in connection with establishment of an agricultural enterprise
Resolved:  Clerk to write to Planning Department in support of the issue raised re planning application number 14/00958/FUL
UPC 79 Correspondence – see attached list:
Letter received from the Post Office re:  Harewood Lane Stores – see attached – Noted 
Letter received from a Parishioner – see attached – Clerk to inform Parishioner to contact either/and WMDC Education Department and Upton Library themselves to request a response to the issue which they have raised.
UPC 80 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Resolved:  Agreed
UPC 81 Information received from the Parish Councils HR Solicitors re temporary employment - see attached
Resolved: Information was noted 

UPC 82 Clerks email and Councillor responses Re Alleged Comments In Public Domain  - Cllr L Pickin
The Clerk left the room before item was discussed.
Clerk re-entered the room once discussions had been completed:
Resolved:  Agreed to the Clerks email being noted

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10 35pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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