UPTON & NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Upton & North Elmsall Parish Council Meeting held in The Village Hall,
Upton on Wednesday 21st January 2015 at 7.00pm
 
Present:
Councilors: L Pickin (Chair)
                      S Hodson
                      D Gillatt
                      B Graham
                      P Oxby
                      S Pallett
                      D Wheat                          
                    
In Attendance: 
J A Patton- Project Officer/Deputy Clerk
1 Representative from West Yorkshire Police
1 Member of the public.

1. Apologies for absence 
Cllr P Dainty
Cllr A Davies
Cllr P Kitching
Noted: apologies for absence were sent in via Cllr Oxby for Cllr Bradfield and via Cllr D Wheat for Cllr C Wheat on the night.

2. Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Cllr D Wheat gave a verbal declaration on item 39 on the agenda (Bell Street Allotments)
             Cllr Pickin declared a disclosable pecuniary interest on item 19 on the agenda- form number 33 
             (Chairman of Upton United Juniors)

3. To approve Applications for Dispensations
None received 

4. To receive reports from Wakefield District Councilors 
Not in attendance, apologies sent via Cllr Graham

5. To receive report from PCSO
Representative gave an update on theft of a motor vehicle on Clover Walk, Tower Avenue. 
A youth had received a community resolution to repay £20 back to CO OP for theft of goods.  Minor damage had been reported to various vehicles within the village with various issues relating to incidents with quad bikes and off road motorbikes including an issue with turning grass up on Harewood Lane.
             Operation Matrix will be running Saturday and Sunday of this week with a general operation              
             throughout the South East.

6. To receive members written  reports and any urgent matters 
Cllr Hodson made reference that it was the first year clearance of snow had been carried out around the Village Hall and that it looked great.
Cllr Pickin updated members on a cabinet meeting that he had recently attend which had been touring around the area and was available to view on Wakefield Council website.

7. To accept and approve the minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting held 12th  November  2014  
Resolved: Approved as a true and accurate record with the addition to show Cllr B Graham was in attendance.
To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 19th November 2014 
Resolved: Approved as a true and accurate record

8. To approve minutes from the Finance and Village Hall meeting 14th January 2015 
Resolved: Approved as a true and accurate record

9. End of year accounts March 31st 2014 
Agenda item 9 and agenda item 32 collectively discussed
For information only -Cllr Pickin updated members on information received from Little Johns External Auditor relating to two objection forms had been received raising questions on 2013/2014 accounts. It was said that the complainants do not stay anonymous. 
Information received from the External Auditor was that they would consider in an official capacity the objection at their next monthly meeting that is to be held next week. It was acknowledged that the accounts were submitted on time. Cllrs would be kept updated.
Cllr Oxby raised questions relating to the process and gave an overview of his understanding.

10. To accept approved minutes of the Employment/Staffing Committee meeting 31st October 2014 
Unavailable for approval
11. To accept approved minutes of the Employment /Staffing Committee meeting 14th January 2015 Resolved: Approved as a true and accurate record

12. Village Hall Road Signage Quotation - Upton and North Elmsall Village Hall x2 including all manufacture and fitting is £259 
Resolved: Approved.
13. Causal Co- Option 
For information only – Two applications were received after the closing date therefore the vacancy remains open.

14. To establish ownership of  Walton wood including Track/Access Road running through wood via (legal, land registry, ordnance survey) 
Resolved: Approved to check ownership with Land registry and to cover associated costs

15. Quotes for Clearance of land at side of old Spar on Tom Wood Ash Lane 
Cllr Pickin reported to members that this is a long outstanding issue and he has liaised with District Cllr J Askew on this matter relating to ownership and the potential sale. 
Members discussed the matter and what potentially needed to be cleared in relation to litter or debris etc.
One quote has been sourced for clearance at the sum of £2150 +VAT
Resolved: Approved that Cllr Oxby  arrange a meeting for the Anti Litter committee to visit the site and report back to council with findings and that the Project officer/Deputy Clerk source two further quotes for clearance.

16. Request for four signs erecting on School Street green No Vehicles Permitted
Resolved:  Approved Project Officer/Deputy Clerk to order signs and to arrange for Handy Man to install.

17. Fire Alarm ADT new Fire Alarm Recommendation 
Recommendation from ADT Fire and Safety whilst carrying out their Annual inspection was that an additional siren be installed in the Hall area at the Village Hall.
Resolved: Approved 

18. Purchase new tables and chairs for Village Hall 
Cllr Pickin reported to members that additional tables and chairs were required to facilitate events that take place in the Village Hall.  It was reported that additional chairs were sourced from South Elmsall Town Council to accommodate seating for the Pantomime and that a long standing event from a user group had been limited to the number of tables that were available.  It was noted that a number of the present tables and chairs are worn and in need of cleaning, repairs or replacing.
Members requested that quotes are sourced for new tables and chairs for the Village Hall and to be considered at the next council meeting

Cllr Pickin left the room for item 19 to be discussed and considered due to him declaring an interest (see agenda item 2)
In the absence of the Vice Chair Cllr Graham was elected to take Chair on agenda item 19

19. Upton United Grant Application
Resolved: Approved the application of £1,005 +VAT to Upton United Juniors for Line marking 
                          
20. Council Project Sports Changing Rooms from Wakefield Council Capital Programme 2015/2016 
Cllr Pickin gave an overview to members on the Capital funding in question.
Cllr Pickin gave an overview on the Capital funding programme in relation to the advice and procedure of submitting a bid to cabinet by the 23rd January 2015 he had received from District Councilor J Askew. Discussions relating to neighboring councils submissions were had. In relation to the bid council proposed they submit a bid to the value of £196,000 via email to District Cllrs and to attach the proposed changing pavilion development document produced by Steve Wells associates.
Cllr Pickin thanked the Project Officer/ Deputy Clerk for all the hard work she had done to get them where they were at this point.
Resolved: Approved 

21. Stables - Field Grazing Lease 
Resolved: Nothing to report. Defer to next council meeting with consideration to appoint an alternate Solicitor. 

22. Panto 2015 booking as per 2014 arrangements 
Cllr Pickin reported to members that the Pantomime available in December 2015 was Sleeping Beauty. It was proposed for 3 performances of Sleeping Beauty are booked for the 12th December 2015 with the Panto Company.
Resolved: Approved 
23. NPS building condition survey/report 
Cllr Pickin reported to members following a recent email to NPS that the building condition survey/report was still outstanding. Members requested that this be followed up.
              It was noted that NPS have recently moved premises.


	
24. Amendments to Council now outdated policy for recording meeting and after management of recording 
Resolved: Approved to defer to next council meeting with amendments that met new legislation.

25. Request to Amend terms of Reference of Staffing & Employment Committee as recommended by Councils Appointed HR Consultants 
Proposal to approve amendments recommended by Councils approved HR Consultants made via Cllr Hodson, seconder via Cllr Pallett amendment to proposal to defer to next council meeting to transact business via Cllr Oxby, Cllr Graham, Cllr D Wheat and Cllr S Pallett.
Resolved: Approved to defer to next meeting.

26. Precept Budget ask for Extension and Chair to Call Extra Ordinary Meeting by 17th Feb 2015
The  Chairman confirmed that he would call an Extra Ordinary meeting to approve and discuss with members the precept for 2015/2016.
27. New Internal Auditor will be visiting either the 2nd or 3rd February 2015 information only
For information only- Clarification given that the Audit visit was arranged to take place on the 3rd February 2015.

28. YLCA Health Check of Policies & Procedures Update 
Resolved: Approved to defer to next meeting.

29. Request to Wakefield Council for remaining 3 areas of Green Hat Bridge are Budgeted for replacement in 2015/2016 programme 
Members discussed the work that had been carried out on the Green Hat bridge.  It was highlighted that three further areas were in need of replacement. It was proposed that District councilors be contacted to make a request to Wakefield council and that they incorporate replacement costs in their precept for 2015/2016.
Resolved: Approved. 

30. School Street Allotments – update
Information only- It was noted that the resurface of the path surrounding the allotments was looking good.

31. Forms for Councilors to sign and accept their willingness to receive Electronic Summons (Agendas) Resolved: Cllr Pallett and Cllr D Gillatt signed the form to accept to receive summons (agendas) electronically.
              
32. External Auditors Return Issues (LittleJohns) 2013-2014
Agenda item 32 and agenda item 9 collectively discussed

33. Financial Regulations for Approval with Amendments, Additions, Changes & Omissions all color coded (1 Document) 
Resolved: Approved to defer to the Extra Ordinary meeting.

34. Finance Committee Terms of Reference for Approval
Resolved: Approved for one set of terms of reference be produced for Finance and Village Hall committee. Defer to next council meeting.


35. Deadline for all Outstanding 2014 minutes to be approved and signed off by the Chairman
Resolved: Approved to be signed by the end of February 2015. 

36. Plans and costing for future alterations to the Village Hall 
Defer to a further meeting to give time for costing to be sourced.

37. Update on projects from the Project Officer/Deputy Clerk
No project update was given, nothing further to report.

38. Request to add lighting to the stables 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Resolved: Approved that permission was granted with the exception that the council would not accept any responsibility to any issues relating to lighting being added.

39. Information received from Solicitors re:  Bell Street Allotments – email previously sent out to Parish Councillors
Cllr Picken gave members an overview and an update on emails received relating to the situation with Bell Street allotments and the lack of representation being received from the solicitors acting on and behalf of the council.
Resolved: Approved that a strong letter be sent to the acting solicitor with reference to previous instructions set by the council.

40. Parish Council emails 
Cllr Oxby voiced his concerns relating to shared emails between the Clerk and the Project Officer/Deputy Clerk. Members reminded Cllr Oxby that it had been passed in council previously to use a generic email for Upton and North Elmsall Parish council.

41. Flags 
Cllr Oxby updated members that he had sourced prices from Flag master for flag poles. It was requested to seek permission from Wakefield council to site two standard sized flag poles in the grounds of the Village Hall and two in the Memorial garden.
Resolved: Approved to contact Wakefield council highways to request permission.

42. To request the purchase of 2 further waste bins for Minsthorpe 
Resolved: Approved 

43. Request to be placed on the Committee to identify areas of land for possible asset transfer – Cllrs D Wheat and P Kitching and other possible members
Resolved: Approved

44. To receive any updates from the following Committees and Working Parties
For information only:
· Littering, flytipping- Cllr Oxby gave an update that progress is good with 7 of the bins in situ, 8 brackets are needed, there are 5 spare bins and dog stickers are on.                     
· Memorial Garden- Nothing to report.
· Land for potential asset transfer from WMDC- Cllr Pickin gave an update previously
· Christmas lights and trees-Cllr Pallett updated members that he had received a good response from the parishioners of the village. He raised the questions of who dictated the times the lights were illuminated, and what were the times as he had passed on a number of occasions and they were not on. Information on this would be requested from Wakefield council and reported back.
· Harewood Lane Allotments- Nothing to report
· School Street Allotments- Request made to source a quote for palisade fencing
· Rose Estate Playing Field- An update given that the handyman carries out a weekly litter pick. 
       It was noted that Wakefield council had received a report of wc being tipped on the field which  
       has now been removed. 


45.  Financial Statement 
Enclosed in packs to members. Cllr Pickin requested that clarification was had to when payment was required and to what cost to the joint burial board. 

46.  Planning Matters 
 Circulated to members.
 App. No: 14/02724/TCA         Application Type: Notification of Tree Works in Cons. Area. Address:     
 River Went (Either Side To The West B6474) Great North Road Wentbridge Pontefract WF8 3JJ, 
 Proposal: To Coppice and Prune various trees on the river Went.
              Applicant: Mr Andy Ransome
              Agent: Mr Jay Stebbings.
              Case Officer: Mr Mark Jennings 01924 30 6587 mjennings@wakefield.gov.uk.
              Grid Ref: E: 448914 N: 417288. Decision: Application Approved. 

47.  Correspondence 
None received

To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting s) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting.
48.  Information received from WMDC regarding a letter from a Parish Councilor
Direction had been received from Wakefield council advising the parish to deal with complaints through their own complaints procedure has they have no jurisdiction on the matter.
Members recommendation to seek advice from YLCA.


The Chairman closed the meeting at  9.55pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.

Signed Chairman…………………………………………………………………….. Date…………………………….
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