  MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

18th February 2015 
The Chairman, Cllr L Pickin opened the meeting at 7.02pm.  One member of public attended. 
District Cllrs J Askew and A Garbutt sent their apologies. 
Public session requested.

Mr Price asked the Parish Council why no members attended the meetings of Upton Country Park.  Cllr L Pickin said he attended but not as Chairman of the Parish Council.  Some members of the Council said they were not aware of the meetings but would look at attend future meetings.

Cllrs attending

L Pickin - Chairman

P Dainty - Vice chair

S Pallett
P Oxby

D Wheat

P Kitching

S Hodson 
B Graham 

D Gillatt     
A Gillatt 

UPC 390 Apologies 

P Bradfield – other commitments




C Wheat – illness
Chairman reminded Councillors of the Parish Councils Code of Conduct 

Chairman requested it minuting he did not finalise the agenda with the Clerk

UPC 391 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Resolved:  None were received
UPC 392 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Resolved:  None received
UPC 393 To receive reports from Wakefield District Councillors 

As there were no District Cllrs attending no report was given.  Cllr L Pickin request it minuting District Cllr M Ward has not attended a Parish Council meeting for over 12 months
UPC 394 To received report from PCSO

The attending Police Officers handed out the following report.
20th Jan 15 Criminal damage to front room window – detected crime conditional caution
27th Jan 15 OPL driver – off duty officer apprehends driver – charged

27th Jan 15 Theft from Co-op

28th Jan 15 Theft from Co-op

31st Jan 15 burglary garage, suspect charged

31st Jan 15 burglary dwelling – under investigation

31st Jan 15 aggravated TWOC and obstruct a Constable – suspect charged

31st Jan 15 Criminal damage to a car – no evidence

7th Feb 15 Produce controlled drug of Class B – cannabis – condition caution

9th Feb 15 Theft from Co-op

13th Feb 15 Fuel stolen from an unattended trailer

16th Feb 15 Driver over prescribed limit – suspect charged

14th Feb 15 theft from garden allotments – no evidence
The Chairman thanked the officers for their report.  The Officers left the meeting at 7.25pm

UPC 395 To receive members written reports and any urgent matters – information only     

No written reports received.  Cllr P Kitching reported she had received an email from the Parish Council with the address of plusnet.  Chairman informed the meeting this was being looked into.
UPC 396 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 17th December 2014 – see attached

Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 17th December 2014 were agreed as a true record.  Chairman to sign the minutes at a later date
UPC 397 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting Wednesday 21st January 2015 – see attached

Resolved:  To alter minute 38 to read accept not approved.  Minutes from the meeting 21st January 2015 were agreed as a true record.  Chairman to sign at a later date 
UPC 398 To approve minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee 4th February 2015 see attached – see attached
Resolved:  The minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee 4th February 2015 were agreed as a true record
UPC 399 To approve minutes of the Extra ordinary meeting held on Wednesday 11th February 2015 – see attached

Resolved:  To amend to read Mr Mannifield met all time frames, criteria and followed the correct procedures for his complaint regarding his submitted written objection to the Parish Councils accounts for the financial year 1st April 2013 to 31st March 2014, as the Parish Council cannot understand as to why from it submitting its accounts in July 2014 it has not had any formal notification regarding its annual return.

The minutes from the extra ordinary Parish Council meeting held 11th February 2015 were agreed as a true record.

UPC 400 Update from clerk on all outstanding minutes still awaiting approval of signing off by chairman

Clerk informed the Parish Council of the following outstanding minutes:

Resolved:  Chair to sign at a later date

UPC 401 Minutes from Employment/Staffing Committee 31st October 2014 - awaiting

Minutes from this meeting are not available as of yet but will be circulated once they are produced.

UPC 402 To approve recommendations from the Finance and Village Hall Committee for the precept demand for the financial year 1st April 2015 to 31st March 2016

Clerk informed the Council there has been an increase of 30 properties so to if the Council wished to keep the payment level the same for each household as the previous financial year this would give the Council a precept of £230,040.00
Resolved: The final amount was approved 
UPC 403 Update on Bell Street Allotments
Both Cllrs D Wheat and P Dainty gave verbal Declarations of Interest as they both have plots on the site 

The Chairman gave an update from the email to the Parish Council received from Maurice Smiths Solicitors 3rd February 2015.
Resolved:  To possibly look at gaining a second opinion from a Solicitor who is aware of allotment law

UPC 404 UNEF Financial report re Upton Community Library – information supplied

 Chairman, Cllr L Pickin gave a verbal Declaration of Interest and reminded the Parish Council he has a dispensation in place.  Cllr D Wheat requested it minuting she would not take part in any discussion or voting.  Cllr Pickin said that as from the 1st April 2015 there would be a monthly report presented to the Parish Council.  Cllr P Kitching requested she has no objection to the library.
Resolved:  To look at arranging an informal meeting between UNEF and the Parish Council.
UPC 405   Cllr Hodson re Letter sent to Peter Box by Clerk  

Clerk left the meeting for this item
Resolved:  Chairman to ask the Clerk if this was a personal letter or if it was written on Parish Council headed paper
UPC 406 To discuss and approve policy for CCTV – see attached – please see item 19 on the policy

Resolved:  To check with YLCA and to see if they have a template for the policy.  Defer to next meeting
UPC 407 Financial Regulations – please see attached. Deletions are shown as RED and additions are shown as purple.  Please do not hesitate to contact the clerk if you require any assistance 
Resolved:  To take to the next Finance and Village Hall Committee.   Parish Councillors to send to the Clerk, prior to the meeting, any alteration to the Financial Regulations to be discussed.
UPC 408 Approve Project Officer/Deputy Clerk is authorised to undertake RFO duties in RFO absence including being added to bank mandate both as recommended by Finance & Village Hall Committee 4th Feb 2015 – Cllr L Pickin

Resolved:  Agreed
UPC 409 NPS Building Condition Survey - see attached 

 Resolved:  Project Officer/Deputy Clerk and Clerk to make recommendations to the Finance and Village Hall Committee as to what work should be carried out
UPC 410 Request from Cllr P Oxby to have two seats placed on the field on Minsthorpe, one to the rear of Minsthorpe Swimming Baths and Fairfield Court 

Resolved:  Agreed to contact WMDC to gain permission to allow the seats to be placed in these areas.  To get quote for the purchase and installation of seats from WMDC.  Also agreed was to place the old seats from the War Memorial on to the Harewood Lane allotment site.
UPC 411 Request from Cllr P Oxby to contact WMDC regarding a speed limit of 20 mph for Minsthorpe Lane during term times

Resolved:  To contact WMDC and request this for all the time
UPC 412 Request for update on flag poles – Cllr P Oxby

Resolved:  To place on the agenda for the next Parish planning permission for flag poles.

UPC 413 Approve costs for hanging baskets for 2015 cost of net £4332.00 with VAT added £5198.40 - see attached
Resolved:  Costs approved and to enquire if the 5 donated spring baskets could be provided with the summer hanging baskets instead. Agreed these be place along Ash Grove and Minsthorpe Lane
UPC 414 To receive quotes for clearance of land on Tom Wood Ash Lane – area of land adjacent to the Metro Supermarket – Cllr L Pickin
This was discussed at length 

Chairman Cllr L Pickin proposed to accept the lowest quote and to clear the site for the benefit of the community.  This was seconded.  Cllr S Hodson requested an amendement to the proposal, to work in association to enforce their statutory powers to clear the land.  This was seconded

Resolved:  The amended was approved 
UPC 415 To consider and approve amendments to Terms of Reference for Employment and Staffing Committee as recommended by Napthens – enclosed – Cllr L Pickin
Agreed to discuss items 25 and 26 together – (this and the following item)

Resolved:  To add to bullet point two ‘in the event of a tied vote’.  To approve the document presented to the Parish Council.
UPC 416 Cllr P Kitching requesting the Parish Council to elect more members to the Employment/Staffing Committee to help clear outstanding issues, staff contracts, complaints etc, in light of extra work load with the recruitment of staff

Resolved:  Cllr P Kitching withdrew her item
UPC 417 Cllr D Wheat has requested that all Parish Councillors follow its policy for Dignity at Work and has requested that the Parish Council agree to the following:

· Councillors wishing to meet with members of staff firstly telephone

· State the reason for the visit

· Sign a book to record the visit and what the visit was for
 Resolved:  Not to adopt in this format
UPC 418 Parish Councils policy for recording of meetings
Resolved:  To send original template to Parish Councillors and to discuss further at the next Parish Council meeting

UPC 419 Report from Cllrs P Kitching, P Oxby, A Gillatt re area on Tom Wood Ash Lane adjacent to the Metro Supermarket

UPC 420 Overdue invoices not being presented to council upon receipt for approval to discharge – Cllr L Pickin

Clerk informed the Parish Council all invoices were now up to date

UPC 421 Complaints received from allotment holder on Harewood Lane re tipping of vegetation which is causing ants, mice and rats. Clerk requests to write to all allotment holders re issue of tipping and to organise a permanent skip to be placed on site
Resolved:  Clerk to write to allotment holders and to organise a permanent skip on the site.  Clerk to look at the best place where to site the skip

UPC 422 To receive quote for tables and chairs for the Village Hall – Cllr L Pickin

Cllr P Kitching left the meeting at 9.48pm.

Resolved:  To defer to next meeting with prices for tables and chairs 
UPC 423 Green Hat Bridge – information only
The following information was given by Alistair Dor

I am pleased to inform you that we will be commencing the refurbishment works at the above bridge on Monday 23 February 2015.  The works will be carried out by C R Reynolds Ltd of Hull.

The works consist of taking down the north parapet wall, demolishing the edge of the concrete deck and replacing the rusty steel beam support at the edge of the deck.  The concrete will be recast and the parapet wall rebuilt.

Additionally we will be carrying out concrete repairs and painting work beneath the bridge.

Access under the bridge for the public will not be possible during the works for safety reasons.

The works are programmed to take eight weeks, during which time the traffic will be restricted to single way working under traffic lights over the bridge.

We have sought and gained permission from Streetscene, the landowners, to place the contractors site compound on the land behind the Library.  I have been in contact with the Head Teacher, Mrs Helen Green, at the primary school and have agreed with her and our contractor that there will be no vehicle movements during term time between 8.00am and 9.00am, and 2.30pm and 3.30pm for safety of children and their families dropping off and picking up from school.

We have today dropped of information letters with the residents of numbers 1, 3, 5 and 7 Harewood view and the School.

I have asked the contractor to price for replacing the railings on the other three corners of the bridge, as long as the price is acceptable we will ask him to complete these works too.  It is not my intention to have these railings painted as this would introduce an additional maintenance burden on the council.  The railings will be galvanised, so grey in colour after initial weathering.

Resolved:  Noted

UPC 424 To combine both the Finance Committee and Village Hall Committee’s terms of reference as at the moment they are separate – Cllr L Pickin
Resolved:  Approved

UPC 425 Internal Auditor visit 10th March 2015 – information only

This was noted

UPC 426 To receive any updates from the following Committees and Working Parties

Littering, flytipping

Cllr P Oxby reported the state of the area around Shinwell Drive due to flytipping.  The two remaining bins have been placed on Field Lane and Walton Road.
Memorial Garden
No report given
Land for potential asset transfer from WMDC
Chairman, Cllr L Pickin reported that he is still waiting for WMDC to facilitate a meeting with the Parish Council
Christmas lights and trees
No report given
Harewood Lane Allotments
Cllr L Pickin reported the old field shelter has now been removed.  He has asked Milners Solicitor about the lease for the stables and field.

School Street Allotments
Cllr L Pickin reported he had been notified that the new roadway is holding water.  Cllr P Dainty said he would check on this and report back to the Parish Council.
Chair requested moving standing orders for 30 minutes to allow completion of business to be transacted. 

Resolved:  This was agreed.

Rose Estate Playing Field
No report give

UPC 427 Financial Statement – see attached
Resolved:  No issues raised.

UPC 428 Planning Matters – see attached

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
14/02867/FUL 100 Hill Estate, Proposed new vehicular access and parking

APPLICATIONS APPROVED
14/02724/TCA River Went, (either side to the west B6474) Great North Road, Wentbridge.  To coppice and Prune carious trees on the river went
Resolved:  No issues raised.

UPC 429 Correspondence – see attached

Yorkshire Water – Drainage Survey Works

Jon Trickett MP – Safer project introduction workshop – Friday 27th February 2.00pm

Mayor of Featherstone Charity Concert Saturday 21st March 2015

Starfish – Contractors for Yorkshire Housing requesting the siting of a compound 

Resolved:  Clerk to contact Yorkshire Housing to inform them this is not Parish Council land

UPC 430 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Resolved:  Approved 

UPC 431 To clarify Project Office/Deputy Clerk payments for cover for Clerks recent absence
Resolved:  To implement same rate of salary as the Clerk
UPC 432 Request from the Clerk/RFO to consider temporary change of working hours – see attached

Resolved:  To try on a three months trial.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.40 pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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