  MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

17th DECEMBER 2014
The Chairman, Cllr L Pickin opened the meeting at 7.00pm.  No public attended. 
District Cllr J Askew was in attendance. 
Cllrs attending

L Pickin - Chairman

S Pallett
S Hodson 
D Gillatt     
P Kitching
A Davies

B Graham 

D Wheat

P Oxby

UPC 306 Apologies 

P Dainty – other commitments
C Wheat - illness
A Gillatt 

P Bradfield
Chairman requested it be minuted that Cllrs P Dainty had notified the Clerk of his non- attendance prior to the meeting.  Cllrs C Wheat, A Gillatt and P Bradfield had notified other Cllrs of their non-attendance
UPC 307 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Resolved:  Cllr D Wheat gave a verbal declaration of interest on item 9 on the agenda

‘Bell Street Allotments lease and latest information received from the Solicitors’

UPC 308 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Resolved:  None received
UPC 309 To receive reports from Wakefield District Councillors 

Cllr J Askew reported the following:

Planning application (14/01938/FUL Beaconsfield Road (land at), Upton, Pontefract.  Temporary use of land for siting of mobile home in connection with establishment of livestock enterprise) is a re-application as the site has been sold on.

‘Green Hat Bridge’.  Work on this is to be started after Christmas.

District Cllrs have met with Police regarding possible cuts in services
Informed the Parish Council of money from WMDC regarding the sharing of 1.3 million pounds for project to be submitted by Parish/Town Councils.  Chairman, Cllr L Pickin requested item 16 on the agenda ‘Consider proposals for UNEP project for share of 1.3 million South East Fund’ be brought forward so these can be discussed at the same time.
UPC 310 To received report from PCSO

Chairman, Cllr L Pickin gave apologies on behalf of the Police as they would not be attending due to other commitments.
UPC 311 To receive members written reports and any urgent matters – information only     

No written reports received.  Chairman, Cllr L Pickin reported that the recent Pantomime was a great success
UPC 312 Parish Councils policy for audio recordings at Parish Council meetings – information only - see attached

Information provided by YLCA

THE RECORDING OF MEETINGS

Any person may now legitimately record a local council or parish meeting and this includes committee and sub-committee meetings.  However, recording of any type is not permitted where the council or parish meeting resolves to exclude the press and public due to the nature of the business being transacted being prejudicial to the public interest.

Section 1(9) of the 1960 Act defines that a person may:
a.
Film, photograph or make an audio recording of proceedings at a meeting (eg using a mobile phone, tablet device, filming for a TV broadcast or recording for a radio broadcast);

b.
Use any other means for enabling people not present at a meeting to see or hear proceedings as it takes place or later (eg live streaming);

c.
Report or comment on the proceedings during or after a meeting or orally report or comment after the meeting.  Examples of written reporting or commentary include blogging, posting comments on Facebook or Tweeting.

Resolved:  To note content and to look at updated the Parish Councils current policy.

UPC 313 To accept and approve minutes of the extra-ordinary meeting held on the 1st October 2014 – As Agreed at the Parish Council meeting 15th October 2014 UPC 191 Clerk to do a full transcript of the minute for the next Parish Council meeting before these minutes are approved as a true record – previously posted out

Resolved:  Minutes from the meeting 1st October 2015 were agreed as a true record.  Chairman to sign at a later date 
UPC 314 To accept approved minutes of the Employment/Staffing Committee meeting 1st October 2014 – Meeting was opened and closed without any business being discussed - required

Chairman circulated minutes at the meeting.   Issues raised about the minutes not being signed. 
Resolved:  Chairman, Cllr L Pickin to provide clerk with signed copy 

UPC 315 To accept approved minutes of the Employment/Staffing Committee meeting 10th October 2014 – required
Chairman, Cllr L Pickin circulated minutes at the meeting.

Resolved:  Chairman, Cllr L Pickin to provide clerk with signed copy
UPC 316 To accept and approve minutes of the Parish Council held on the 15th October 2014 – Previously posted out

Resolved:  Minutes from the meeting 15th October 2014 approved as a true record.  Chairman, Cllr L Pickin to sign at a later date.

UPC 317 To accept approved minutes of the Employment/Staffing Committee meeting 31st October 2014 – required

 Minutes from this meeting are not available as of yet but will be circulated once they are produced.
UPC 318 To accept and approve the minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting held 12th  November  2014  – previously posted out

Resolved:  Agreed to bring back to the next Parish Council meeting and to resend copies to Parish Councillors
UPC 319 To accept and approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on the 19th November 2014 – see attached
Amendments requested to minutes UPC 273 Harewood Lane not Harewood Road, UPC 303 to add Parish Council considered duty of care to clerk. 
UPC 272 to read Cllr Oxby was canvassing
Resolved: Minutes approved pending financial regulations.
UPC 320 To accept and approve minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting held 3rd December 2014 – see attached
3rd December 2014

Placed on the table for the meeting are all bank statements, VAT information, wages and salaries, invoices, paying in book, cheque book and financial sheet showing income and expenditure
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm

Councillors present







L Pickin – Chairman
P Dainty – Vice-chairman
D Gillatt
A Gillatt

P Kitching

P Bradfield

P Oxby

S Pallett

S Hodson

VHFC 43 Apologies 

None received

VHFC 44 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda

Resolved:  None received
VHFC 45 To receive requests for dispensations
Resolved:  None received

VHFC 46 To inspect accounts and approve receipts and payments 

All payments and receipts were checked by the Committee

Resolved:  To approve payments

VHFC 47 Request for security light for disabled ramp outside the Village Hall

Resolved:  Approved

VHFC 48 Information regarding payment of invoice for Streetscene – work carried out on Memorial Garden.  To recommend either full payment £26,662.55 excl. VAT or to retain the £791.93 excl. VAT until the end of the 12 month defects in March 2015 – see attached information 
Resolved:  Agreed to pay full amount.

VHFC 49 To approve retrospective payment under Clerks expenditure for £100.00 for the hire of midi skip to allow all accumulating debris both outside and inside the Village Hall
Resolved:  Approved

VHFC 42 To sign cheques for payment

Resolved: Cheques were signed.  

As there were no further items to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.30pm
Resolved:  To add Cllr B Graham to the attendance list and to show only to show one month’s payments and receipts example 1st November to 30th November.  These minutes were agreed as a true record.  Chairman to sign at a later date

UPC 321 Consider proposals for UNEP project for share of 1.3 million South East Fund
Discussions concerning this item was incorporated within minute UPC 309
Resolved:  To put forward plans and costing for changing facilities on Upton Country Park. For Project Officer/Deputy Clerk to lead on this and to also cover costs for the involvement of Steve Wells Associates.
UPC 322 To receive written applications for the officer of parish councillor and to co-opt a candidate to fill the existing vacancy – please see attached for reference the Parish Councils policy for co-option

Resolved:  To advertise the position as from the 18th December 2014, closing date 8th January 2015, interviews for prospective candidates to take place 14th January 2015.  Final decision will be agreed at the Parish Council meeting held 21st January 2015.
UPC 323 Request from Cllr P Oxby to be added to the following Committees

· Anti-litter

· Finance and Village Hall 
Resolved: Cllr P Oxby to join the Anti-litter committee. 
Update on projects from the Project Officer/Deputy Clerk

Project Officer/Deputy Clerk gave updates on Parish Council projects 
UPC 324 Approve newsletter prior to printing

Discussions took place on what should be added and removed from the newsletter.
Cllr A Davies left the meeting at 8.40pm.

Discussions carried on regarding the newsletter

Resolved:  Amendments agreed, once alterations to the draft have been made to forward on to DC Print.   If Parish Councillors request their contact details are not printed to place at the side of their names not supplied.
UPC 325 Approve Project Plan – costs – see attached information
The Fees 

For the provision of the above services we propose the following fees and costs (valid for 

30 days) all excluding VAT. 

For the provision of services required to meet our understanding of your needs as set out above, we have estimated a lump sum of £9,200 exc VAT. 

As requested on 20th November, an additional 20% contingency (expendable with the agreement of June Patton if required) would equate to an additional £1,840 exc VAT. 

The above fee is inclusive of travel and reasonable out of pocket expenses. 

Additional Services 

If you require, or the project demands, additional Services beyond the agreed 20% contingency to be undertaken outside the above scope of the these proposals (for example amended or extended services, negotiation of bespoke legal documentation, attendance at meetings or consultations not allowed for above, additional third party presentations, etc.) then, following your specific requests for such, we propose such will be subject to our hourly rates as follows:

Senior Professional/Team Leader £55.00 per hour excluding VAT 

Professional/Senior Consultant £48.00 per hour excluding VAT 

This offer is made on the agreement that payment will be made in line with our standard terms of engagement. Invoices will generally be submitted on a monthly basis during each month of the services provision, including interims. No other basis will apply unless agreed in writing by NPS. 
Resolved:  To approve cost for Project Plan
UPC 326 Approve costs for hanging baskets for 2015 cost of net £4332.00 with VAT added £5198.40 - see attached
Resolved:  Costs approved and to enquire if the 5 donated spring baskets could be provided with the summer hanging baskets instead. Agreed these be place along Ash Grove and Minsthorpe Lane
UPC 327 Update on changing bank accounts to either TSB or Bank of Scotland –see attached information
Resolved:  To leave in abeyance 
UPC 328 To discuss and approve recommended alterations to Financial Regulations - see attached 
Resolved:  Clerk to bring back to the next Parish Council meeting
UPC 329 Request to reinstate the British Legion standard – Cllrs D Wheat and P Kitching as requested at the last Parish Council meeting
Resolved: Cllr P Oxby will gather information regarding this issue and will bring any information he has gained to the next Parish Council meeting
UPC 330 Issue with rats at the Village Hall – Cllr S Hodson
Clerk gave an update on the situation
Resolved:  No further issues were raised

UPC 331 To receive any updates from the following Committees and Working Parties

Littering, flytipping
Cllr P Oxby gave an update on the current situation concerning the 20 lamppost bins for the Minsthorpe area
Memorial Garden
Chairman, Cllr L Pickin asked if an opening date for the Memorial Garden has been agreed.  The Committee responded they were currently dealing with the issue and will report back to the Parish Council.
Land for potential asset transfer from WMDC
Cllr S Hodson will take up the issue with Graham Stokes from WMDC and to also discuss the situation with Upton Youth Centre on behalf of the Parish Council
Christmas lights and trees
Chairman reported he has received a number of complements and thanks from Parishioners regarding the Christmas lights.  A small number of lights have not been working properly, the clerk to report these to WMDC.

Harewood Lane Allotments
Clerk informed Parish Council for a permanent skip on the site the cost would be £100.00 for each time it’s emptied.  A site visit for the committee to be arranged.

School Street Allotments
Resurfacing work on the path around the site has commenced 
Rose Estate Playing Field
Cllr S Pallat gave a report, he has received a number of issues from Parishioners 
Resolved:  All information noted.

Chair requested moving standing orders for 30 minutes to allow completion of business to be transacted.  
Resolved:  All agreed
UPC 332 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Resolved:  Approved 

UPC 333 Staff pay awards – 

· New pay scales for 2014-2016 to be implemented from 1st January 2015

· A non-consolidated (one off) payment for employees on SCP’s 5-49 in December  2014 and employees on SCP 26-49 in April 2015

· SCP5 will be deleted with effect from 1st October 2015.  Employees on SCP5 shall progress to SCP6 on 1st October 2015
Resolved:  To implement hourly rate set SCP5 for October 2015 as of 1st January 2015 

UPC 334 Letter received from a Parish Councillor – please see attached
Resolved:  Clerk to contact monitoring officer for advice.  Chairman is waiting for information regarding the content of the letter for YLCA.  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.30 pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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