The public is reminded that these are DRAFT minutes, which means that they are not approved at the time of publication and may be subject to amendment before final approval at the next Parish Council meeting. The agreed minutes will be uploaded once they have been agreed by the Council at the appropriate meeting.
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
14th MARCH 2022
Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm.
Cllrs attending
P Kitching – Chairman




A Miles




C Merrington



E Griffin




I Bell




K Davison




L Dale




P Costello




S McCabe 




S Pallett



S Spencer



S Wooldridge


UPC 251 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence
Apologies received from Cllrs D Welsh, B Mears, J Greaves, District Cllrs, A Garbutt, R Massey and J Carrington.

Resolved:  Apologies were approved and noted.
UPC 252 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  
252.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest

252.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation. 

Resolved:  No declarations or requests for dispensations were received
UPC 253 Chairman, Cllr P Kitching requesting information as to what is the alleged behavior, she is being accused of in item 5 on this agenda from the Parish Council meeting 21st February 2022. Please note it is referring to discussions taking place in Private Business which are not voice recorded.

Chairman explained after seeing the agenda items requested by the two Cllrs as to why she had placed this item on the agenda for open discussion, when following the meeting held 21st February 2022 a Cllr apologised to her for what he had said.  A response from a Cllr was ‘the fact that you don’t know says everything to me and when we get around to it, we will go into that’ which the Chairman clarified was in his opinion. The Chairman responded, in light of what has been said she is taking item 6 off the agenda as it is obvious there is an issue with her and asked the Clerk if she could do this.  The Chiarman informed Parish Councillors’ the Parish Council has a complaints procedure to use if there is an issue with her behavior.  Further discussions took place between the Chairman and the Cllr, a further Cllr joined into the conversation.  The Chairman asked the Clerk if she could close the meeting as she felt bullied, intimidated, and disrespected and requested this be minuted. At this point, Cllr S McCabe left the meeting. The Chairman asked the Clerk if she was in order to close the meeting in her capacity as Chairperson as she feels intimidated and bullied, not just now but all the meetings she has Chaired and if any Parish Cllr has an issue with her and her alleged attitude to use the correct procedure via the WMDC Monitoring Officer. A further Cllr asked would we be able to ask how you became Chair at the same time.  Chairman said if you have an issue, please go down the correct route at the same time.  The Clerk said the correct procedure for choosing the Chair was followed.  A Further discussion took place with another Cllr who wanted to say without prejudice what the problem was. Further exchanges took place.  The Chairman stated to move this on let’s agree it’s a 50-50 situation no further comments from Councillors were received and the Chairman moved on to the next item.
UPC 254 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting.

Resolved:  Approved

UPC 255 Cllr C Merrington and A Miles - Confirm the decision taken by the Parish Council at the extraordinary meeting 10th February 2022 agenda item 4.
Just for reference: To discuss the written proposal put forward by the Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer to split the role into two positions on a strict no detriment basis recommended by Chris Geeson BA CPFA FSLCC, Local Council Consultant in July 2019, in recommendation number 41 in the Health Check report.  Copies of the full Health Check report was supplied to Parish Councillors.  A lengthy discussion took place. A suggestion to carry out a time and motion study was received.

Resolved:  Nothing was clearly clarified.
The Clerk said this item had been superseded by UPC 250 at the Parish Council meeting held 21st February 2022 and it was on the agenda for next weeks full Parish Council meeting.

Various issues were raised and discussed at length.  The Chairman suggested everyone take away information provided during the discussions to the next Parish Council meeting.
Resolved:  To discuss this issue further at the Parish Council meeting 21st February 2022.
As there was no further business to discuss at this extra ordinary Parish Council meeting the Chairman closed the meeting at 6.45pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.

Signed Chairman ____________________________________

Date __________________________________________________
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