DRAFT MINUTES OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL HELD
27th September 2021

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm


[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attending		P Kitching – Chairman
				B Mears – Vice-chairman
				A Miles
				C Merrington
				I Bell
				L Dale
				K Davison
				P Costello
				S Pallett
				

Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin and 6 members of the public were in attendance.

								
UPC 109 To receive apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from District Cllrs A Garbutt and J Carrington.  Apologies were also received from Parish Councillors, D Welsh, S Spencer, L Pallett, Susan Wooldridge and Stuart Wooldridge
Resolved:  To accept the apologies given
	

UPC 110 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  
110.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
110.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation. 
Resolved:  No Declarations of Interest or request for Dispensations were received.


UPC 111 To discuss the following – the Wakefield MDC response to a FOI (Freedom of Information Request) regarding the relationship between the Parishes of Upton and North Elmsall, and we quote, “The two Parishes do not form one Parish Council.  North Elmsall Council has 10 members and Upton Parish Council has 5 members.  Elections to the two Councils are always held separately and Councillors are elected to one or the other not to a combined Council”. Unquote. – Just to note, a copy of the full question and response regarding the FOI has been requested but as of the date of the agenda this has not been made available. 
The Chairman opened this item to Cllr Miles he made the following statement:
It has been pretty obvious for quite a while now that this particular Council, Upton and North Elmsall is a long way from being democratic, and it says here in this item from WMDC themselves North Elmsall has 10 Cllrs and Upton has 5 Cllrs, there is nothing democratic about that.  For too long now too many items are passed against the wishes of a section of the Council and that is not right and its not fair, its not fair on the Parishioners of Upton and its not fair generally and that’s why we are putting this forward that we are two separate Councils and two separate Parish Councils, and we are elected as that and therefore should be treated that way.  So, what we are going to do is start a process of removing ourselves from this Parish Council, the combined Parish Council.  Cllr Miles ended his statement.  The Chairman asked if this was the reason why they have called this meeting.  Both Cllr A Miles and S Pallett responded yes.  Councillors in attendance asked questions regarding the statement which had been made and this led to a long debate on the subject, with Cllrs raising their concerns. Question and answer session took place.
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UPC 112 To discuss the relationship between the two Parishes of Upton and North Elmsall.  We wish to make it clear that the Parish Council of Upton is prepared to work with the Parish Council of North Elmsall on projects that are of benefit to both our communities, and to discuss the way forward for our two Councils.
Discussions took place regarding the various projects which have been put forward by Parish Councillors, for Upton and North Elmsall Parishes, financing, legalities of the status of the Parish Council and assets belonging to the Parish Council.  The Chairman asked if the information which kept being referring to could be shared with everyone.  The response received was no.  It was indicated following a debate on issues relating to Upton and North Elmsall’s precept if WMDC refuse to give the Upton Cllrs the precept from Upton residents they are prepared to take WMDC to court.
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UPC 113 The Upton Parish Councillors wish it to be known that no monies received by way of precept from the Parish of Upton are to be spent or allocated to projects either in the pipeline or future without the express permission of all five elected Upton Parish Councillors.  The only exception to this at this moment is for the administration and general running costs of the Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council.
The Chairman asked if anyone had anything further to add to this item as subjects relating to this item have previously been discussed during the last two items.  Everyone was happy to move on to the next item.

UPC 114 The Clerk to provide a details list and total amount of all monies held by Upton and North Elmsall in all bank accounts as of the date of this extra ordinary meeting.
The Clerk had supplied the lasted bank balances for the Parish Councils accounts and also the amount remaining on the current loan.


UPC 115 To convene another extraordinary meeting with a representative of the Electoral Services Wakefield MDC in attendance to explain their views on the above items, this to be done ASAP.
The item was noted.  Clerk said she would contact Electoral Services.


UPC 116 To approve also to the above item (6) to request the attendance of a representative from Yorkshire Local Councils to the same meeting.
 The Chairman of the Parish Council said she had placed this and the next item on the agenda.  
Resolved:  Approved the Clerk contact YLCA.





UPC 117 To approve the Clerk contact Yorkshire Local Council Association for advice on the agenda items at this meeting.
Resolved:  This proposal was approved. 

Following this item, the Chairman read out the following information gained from Wakefield Archives dated 21st February 1949:
Councils Amalgamation – the Clerk reported that on the 14th February 1949, he was called to the County Hall Wakefield, for discussion upon the grouping of the Parish Councils of North Elmsall and Upton, and was received by Mr Coppack and Mr Healey of the Legal Department of the West Riding County Council, for the purpose of drawing up a draft of the Order authorised by the West Riding General Purposes Committee and approved by the County Council. The Grouping Order will mean the townships of North Elmsall and Upton will be administered by a common Parish Council.   The number of Parish Councillors will be allocated in manner provided by the representation of the Peoples Act 1948, and there shall be a maxim number 15, 10 of whom shall be allocated for the township of North Elmsall and 5 of Upton, and that it will be necessary for a Parish meeting for each of the townships.
Resolved:  - That the report be received and approved and the action of the Clerk be confirmed and the usual fee be paid.


As there was no further business to discuss at this Parish Council meeting the Chairman closed the meeting at 6.47pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.




Signed Chairman ____________________________________


Date __________________________________________________
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