MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
18th SEPTEMBER 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]The Chairman, Cllr A Miles was not in attendance therefore the Vice-chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm. 7 members of public were in attendance and District Cllr R Massey.

The Chairman said to pass on best wishes from the Parish Council to Cllr A Miles who has recently had surgery and wished him well with his recovery.
 
There was no request for a public session.

Cllrs attended		P Costello - Acting Chairman
				A Holmes
B Mears 
				C Merrington
E Farmer
E Jones
K Wilson
L Taylor


Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin
Allotment Officer – Mrs Angela Spencer
Village Warden – Mr Paul Wilson


UPC 79 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Parish Cllrs S Pallett and A Miles sent apologies and reasons for absence.  Also, District Cllrs A Garbutt and P Carrington sent apologies.
Resolved: Absences were.  


UPC 80 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved for Parish Cllrs A Miles and S Pallett.


UPC 81 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
81.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: No declarations of interest were received.
81.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 82 To receive and approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 17th July 2023.
Cllr P Costello had been missed off the attended lists and also pointed out that the words (and wasn’t) should not be in the paragraph 4 on the public session.  The paragraph now reads: 
Also, agenda item 17, asked why is this in private business?  Clerk responded this was placed in private business as it was information which had been sourced via a Parish Councillor through a freedom of information request and as she had not seen the information so didn’t know if it would breach Data Protection, this was the only reason it was in private business, but the Parish Council could release this information in the minutes.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 18th July 2023 were approved as a true record.

Following this item, a member of the public entered the meeting, the Chairman informed the member of public, the public session had ended but the member of public said she was sorry for her lateness but would really like to address the Parish Council over an important issue.  The Chairman asked Cllrs if they were happy to suspend Standing Orders to allow the member of public to speak.  No objections were received.

The member of public said she has witnesses who would be willing to come forward to say two Parish Cllrs have been spreading rumours about financial ongoings regarding Bless Community Support and went into details of what was allegedly said and that she just wanted the rumours to stop. The Chairman responded this would be investigated and could she pass on the details of the said Parish Cllrs and hopefully work together to come to a happy solution.

The Chairman reinstated Standing Orders and carried on with agenda items.

UPC 83 To approve the minutes and approve recommendations from the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee 7th August 2023.
Resolved: The minutes were approved and recommendations from the Allotment/Community Gardens meeting 7th August 2023 were approved.


UPC 84 To receive and approve the minutes and recommendation from the Allotment/Community Garden Committee 4th September 2023.
No issues raised regarding the minutes from the Allotment/Community Committee 4th September 2023.
Resolved: The minutes and recommendations made by the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee 4th September 2023 were approved. 


UPC 85 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
District Cllr R Massey gave the following verbal report:
· He is still chasing WMDC the request to either purchase or lease the grassed area opposite the War Memorial 
· Issues with parking at Upton Junior School both on the road and repairs to the car park on Upton Country Park.
· He would like to join the Village Warden to walk around Upton and North Elmsall to see and report any issues what WMDC should be dealing with.
The Chairman read out a written report received from District Cllrs A Garbutt and J Carrington. 
· Gullies and weed control Walmsley Drive. 
· Country Park bushes and hedges trimmed back. 
· After many months of working with Upton Fishing Club we've finally got permission for the installation of aerator on the fishing pond.
· Unauthorised development/works planning enforcement to investigate. 
· Speeding on school Street. 
· Site Audit on Upton Country Park.


UPC 86 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr B Mears – reported he had been approached by a few residents asking what was happening with a small piece of land on Tom Wood Ash Lane.  The Clerk said she had reported to WMDC that during clearing work the waste from the site had been dumped in the watercourse which runs to the rear of the site which could cause flood later but had heard anything back.  
As a number of members of public requested to speak on this issue the Chairman suspended Standing Orders. This was discussed at length.  The Chairman then reinstated Standing Orders.  District Cllr Massey said he would chase this as well.
Cllr P Costello said she and Cllr C Merrington attended the opening of Little Buds on the Parish Councils eco allotment and Community Garden on Harewood Lane allotment site and said it was a lovely day with lots of interaction with adults and children.
Cllr P Costello gave a report on the open day on the Community Garden, on School Street, she said it was a lovely day with both children and adults attending.
Cllr P Costello reported she will be attending St Marys Church at North Elmsall this Sunday (24th September 2023) as she has been approached to ask if she would be willing to give a talk on the Community Garden.


UPC 87 Update on forthcoming by-election on the 5th October 2023.
The Chairman reported, the by-election was uncontested and Mr Shaun Hodson is the new Parish Cllr. He will be attending the next Parish Council meeting.


UPC 88 To approve to add to the Parish Councils Standing Orders - to purchase Polling Cards when by-elections are called by the residents/parishioners. 
Resolved:  This action was approved. 


UPC 89 To receive a verbal report from the PACT Meetings 27th July 2023 and 7th September 2023 – Village Warden.
The Village Warden reported on the following:
· No damage has been caused to bus stops for a few months.
· Metro have reported to him they will be stopping some services due to anti-social behaviour.
· Motorbikes again on Rose Estate due to temporary fencing being moved near the new builds on Field Lane – Clerk is working with WDH regarding fencing.
· Speeding throughout the village is again a top priority which is being constantly reported to local Police PCSO’s
· The Village Warden has been approached by West Yorkshire Police to do a two day course for use of their drones which is free of charge.
· Parking at Upton Junior School is not getting any better and the car park near the school on Upton Country Park is in a bad state again.
· Following the PACT meetings representatives from Ackworth Parish Council said they thought the position of a Village Warden was a good decision by Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council and they would like the Village Warden to help pilot the scheme if Ackworth Parish Council go ahead with the employment of a Village Warden.


UPC 90 To approve Volunteer Policy – see attached.
Resolved:  Policy was approved.


UPC 91 To approve Accident Reporting Policy and Procedures – see attached.
Resolved: Policy was approved.


UPC 92 To consider/approve costs for noticeboards be placed on both Community Gardens, Harewood Lane and School Street - see attached costs.
Resolved:  Approved to purchase two noticeboards in green (one for each Community Garden) approximate cost of £576.00 each were also approved. 


UPC 93 Information received regarding men’s toilets requiring a male incontinence bin and to approve costs of approximately £142.00 per year for supply and cleaning.
Resolved:  Costs were approved for the men’s toilet in the Village Hall.


UPC 94 Stage Curtains – see report from Styletrax Entertainments – to approve either suggestion 1, 2 or 3 and to approve cost from the chosen suggestion.
Resolved:  Option 3 was chosen, and approximate costs of £500.00 was agreed.   


UPC 95 To approve costs of requested bin on High Street – see attached
This issue was discussed at length.  It was suggested due to the lack of space where the bin had been requested to be placed to consider a large bin on the grassed area opposite the Miners Memorial Garden on Waggon Lane.  A proposal was put forward to approve up to £500.00 to supply a bin, this was seconded and a vote was taken via a show of hands
Resolved:  To view the area in question and to place a bin whether free standing or a lamppost fixed and to bring this issue to a successful conclusion for all parties.  Up to £500.00 was approved to purchase a bin. 


UPC 96 Councillors’ items requested for this agenda.
· Cllr L Taylor – report showing how it would be more cost effective to purchase a wood shredder that to use skip hire to clear away cuttings – attached eg of costs for shredder.
Resolved:  Following discussions it was approved to purchase one of the wood shredders shown at a cost of £1582.36.  Clerk informed Cllrs to be aware the cost could fluctuate at the time of ordering.

· Cllr C Merrington – Would the Parish Council consider letting raised beds on the Community Garden on School Street to Community Groups and members of the public.
Resolved: To give delegated powers to the Allotment/Community Garden Committee to make recommendations to the Parish Council on a scheme for the raised beds.


UPC 97 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st July – 31st July 2023 and 1st August 2023 – 31st August 2023.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  (Please note there was no Parish Council meeting in August)
No issues were raised.  
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.


UPC 98 Planning matters:  - see attached list
[bookmark: _Hlk140657722]APPROVED PLANNING - 
23/00897/FUL Ardene Cottage Waggon Lane Upton Pontefract. Extension to existing detached rear garage and new pitched roof, preceded by demolition of adjacent pre-cast concrete garage.


UPC 99 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR:
[bookmark: _Hlk130389310][bookmark: _Hlk138254999][bookmark: _Hlk140658038]Facebook:
Booking for the Village Hall, children’s parties etc.

Emails from Residents:
· The village warden done some tidy work cutting back the hedges and walkways in recent weeks.  The walkways have heavy moss growth etc covering the walkway path and cobbled edging. These walkways & central area could really do with some heavy work clearing the cobbles and making them visible again also refreshing and relaying the paths. The memorial plaque has been removed the warden for refurbishment.  If you could take request to the parish meeting to discuss. The Clerk informed the resident the Village Warden is currently clearing the paths and cobbled edging are being cleared on the Miners Memorial Garden, but I would put his comments forward about relaying the path.
· Since the metal gate was removed at Sheepwalk Lane, the grass has not been cut where the public footpath is. It is very overgrown. Can you look into this for me please. – Clerk responded, The Village Warden has taken photographs and these have been forwarded to WMDC.
· Is it possible to put on the main parish council meeting agenda in September about blocking access to wood at top of Harewood Lane to motorbikes and quads  ???…thanks – Clerk responded – Clerk responded, and explained that this has been raised before and that WMDC and the Parish Council do not have any jurisdictions on this land as this is privately owned, and advised him to report this to the police and that the Village Warden has also reported this.
·  I hope you are okay, just a quick question, there a patch of land at the side of my house which is overgrown and has a lot of weeds, the housing company on the street stated this is not their property and it is the local village council. Would someone be able to sort this? it is very overgrown and attracting mice, spiders and insects. If this is not possible whom could I contact? thanks.
· Clerk responded and the Village Warden checked out the area, it wasn’t the Parish Councils land, but the resident was pointed in the right direction of who to contact.
· Requesting information regarding supplying bins on the new WDH housing on Field Lane. 
Was advised to contact WMDC, WDH and District Cllrs
Letters: Festival of Remembrance – invite for Chairman at Nostell Priory.  If Chairman cannot attend another representative of the Council can attend to represent the Council.

Resolved:  All comments and correspondence were noted.


UPC 100 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved


UPC 101 To approve the quote for repairs to gates on School Street allotment site.
Resolved:  Quote approved received from T & D Contractors for £290.00.  Also, to revisit the situation with a view of installing a metal barrier. 


UPC 102 To approve one of the quotes received for portable toilets for Harewood Lane and the Community Garden on School Street allotments.
Two quotes were presented to the Parish Council.
Resolved: Approved the quote from George Shaws for £25.00 per week, this includes all cleaning and providing supplies. To install one toilet on both sites.


UPC 103 To approve one of the quotes received to clear away pile of soil and rubbish, dig out pad for garage 17ft x17ft, stone up and consolidate base, lay concrete base as recommended by the Allotment/Community Garden Committee 4th September 2023.
Resolved: Following further discussions it was agreed to request a further quote to only remove soil to another part of the School Street allotment site and to just made a hard standing for a metal storage unit.

UPC 104 To receive guesstimates for future works to be carried out on School Street allotments and to approve any following actions thereafter.
Two guesstimates were received, and this issue was discussed at length.
Resolved:  It was approved to give delegated powers to the Allotment/Community Garden Committee to work with the Allotment Officer and Clerk to give allotment holders on School Street allotment site 12-month legal notice to quit so the redevelopment programme can be implemented after October 2024.  To work closely with the remaining allotment holders.

UPC 105 Following item 27 on the agenda to give the Allotment/Community Garden delegated powers to deal with any actions approved by the Parish Council.
Please see previous minute UPC 104 as this item was combined with item 26 on the agenda.


As no other business was left to be discussed the Vice-Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.30pm


Signed Chairman      _____________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________
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