MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
26th September 2022

There were 9 members of the public in attendance, also, two PCSO.   As the Chairman of the Parish Council was unable to attend, the Vice-chairman, Cllr K Davison opened the meeting at 6.30pm.

The Chairman asked if the Parish Council would be happy if Cllr B Mears stood in as Vice-Chairman just for this meeting.  No objections were received.

Public session requested:


[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		K Davison – Acting Chairman
B Mears – Acting Vice-Chair
				I Bell
				C Merrington
D Welsh
E Griffin
S McCabe 
A Miles 
S Pallett
S Spencer

UPC 91 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillors, J Greaves, P Costello, P Kitching.  District Cllr R Massey.
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted.  


UPC 92 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
92.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
92.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: None were received
 

UPC 93 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting July 18th, 2022. 
No issues were raised.   Following the minutes being previously circulated; a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
 Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting July 18th were approved as a true record.


UPC 94 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
No report was given as District Cllrs were attending a meeting at WMDC.


UPC 95 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
· Cllr A Miles – asked why the further letter to be sent to Cllr D Jeffery at WMDC regarding the lack of District Cllrs attending Parish Council meetings had not been sent.  The Clerk explained the reason and said the letter will be sent once the Parish Council has agreed to accept the funding of £40,000.00 from WMDC and this has been signed by the Parish Council.
· Cllr S Pallett - spoke about the lack of amenities in Upton and North Elmsall, the Clerk suggested the Parish Council arrange a meeting with the District Councillors to discuss this with them.
· Cllr B Mears - asked Cllr C Merrington as to why he only referred to Labour Parish Councillors in one of his conversations regarding the Community Garden on social media when there was only one Labour Cllr on this Parish Council.  Discussions took place regarding this subject.
· Cllr S Spencer - gave an update on behalf of Upton History Group on the donation received from the Parish Council and how the website is coming along.  Cllr S Pallett said he would attend the next meeting of Upton History Group.
· Cllr A Miles spoke on the state of School Street allotments.


UPC 96 Update on the Community Garden project
Cllr C Merrington gave a verbal report on how the works on the new Parish Councils Community Garden is coming along.  The Chairman thanked Cllr C Merrington for his report.


UPC 97 To approve and sign the grant agreement for £40,000.00 received from WMDC to help with the Rose Estate play area upgrade – see attached.
A proposal was received to allow the Clerk to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Parish Council.  This received a seconder and the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The Clerk to sign the funding agreement on behalf of the Parish Council and return it to WMDC.


UPC  98 To approve the extra costs for the Rose Estate playing field upgrade - of approximately £36,467.64 excluding VAT and the £40,000.00 grant award received from WMDC. Please bear in mind the cost of materials and equipment could alter.  This price is based on the original quote.  To also approve Cllrs who would like to help to finalise the scheme on behalf of the Parish Council with the District Cllrs. 
Various discussions took place and a proposal was received to match fund the grant award of £40,000.00.  This received a seconder and the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands. 
Resolved:  It was agreed for the Clerk to search around other local Councils as to what they donate in relation to their precept and to bring back to the next Parish Council meeting.


UPC 99 To approve the amounts for section 2 and 6 of the Parish Grant Scheme Terms of Reference – see attached information requested at the previous Parish Council meeting 18th July 2022, ‘Clerk to source information from other local Parish/Town Councils’.
Cllrs discussed various possibilities taking into consideration what other Town/Parish Councils allow for donation amounts.  An amount of £500.00 per donation request was received and this was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.  A proposal was also received to delete section 6 from the agreement, this too was seconded and a vote taken via a show of hands.
Resolved:  To add in section 2 of the Parish Councils Grant Scheme Terms of Reference for grants up to £500.00 and to omit section 6 and to start from the27th September 2022.

 
UPC 100 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:

Cllr S Pallett – to review the Parish Councils Public Session – see attached information from Yorkshire Local Councils Association, rights of the public and electors.
Resolved:  Cllr S Pallett will bring back some suggestions to the next Parish Council meeting.

Cllr P Costello – Following the successful Queens Jubilee event to organise an evening to be held one Saturday in October 2022 – cost of approximately £300.00.  To approve what to charge per ticket. To approve any money made from the event to return to the Parish Council to cover costs, any excess funds to request to be donated to the newly formed Tinker Tots play group.
As Cllr P Costello was unable to attend the meeting due to illness to wait until Cllr P Costello is well and place back on the agenda if she so wishes.

Cllr P Costello - to re-visit the development of the Miners Memorial Garden.
As Cllr P Costello was unable to attend the meeting due to illness to wait until Cllr P Costello is well and place back on the agenda if she so wishes.

Cllr P Costello – to consider/approve alternative use of the green palisade fencing which is to be used on School Street allotment site. To use this fencing to fence off the rear of the Community Garden.
As Cllr P Costello was unable to attend the meeting due to illness to wait until Cllr P Costello is well and place back on the agenda if she so wishes.


UPC 101 To approve costs for works on School Street allotment site – see quotes attached 
Following discussions, it was agreed to leave this work in obeyance. 


UPC 102 To approve costs for works on Harewood Lane eco allotment: see quotes attached
Following discussions, a proposal was received to go with quote one.  This received a seconder and the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands 
Resolved:  The quote for works received from Moderna Home Developments at a cost of £2,291.59.


UPC 103 SESKU Festival Committee – donation request for Annual Fireworks Display - £1,000.00.
[bookmark: _Hlk115701689]The Chairman requested a proposer and seconder.  This was received and vote taken via a show of hands. 
Resolved:  The amount of £1,000.00 was approved.


UPC 104 To approve Rugby Club donation request for Annual Fireworks Display - £1,000.00
The Chairman requested a proposer and seconder.  This was received and vote taken via a show of hands. Also raised were issues around the new Parish Councils Grant Policy that should include provisions to allow for large public events such as the local fireworks display.  A proposal was received to add this into the new Grants Terms of Reference that large one – off public events to be considered for larger grant awards dependent on the event.  This proposal received a seconder and vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  £1,000.00 grant to be awarded and to amend the current Parish Councils Grant Terms of Reference to include the Parish Council may consider a larger grant award for one-off public events, dependent on the event itself and if it’s of benefit to its residents. 


UPC 105 To approve purchase of a welder to carry out various works around Upton and North Elmsall - list of welding works which are required: 
The Clerk explained the reason for this purchase as she has had trouble seeking anyone wanting to come out for small welding jobs.  The Village Warden said he had had training on mobile welding.  A proposal to purchase a mobile welder not exceeding the one shown at £278.23 inc VAT.  This received a seconder and the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  To ensure all safety aspects are cleared such as risk assessment and health and safety for members of staff using the equipment before purchasing the mobile welder.


UPC 106 To approve costs to replace the broken flagpole at the War Memorial to purchase from the same supplier the original purchase - still awaiting a quote – delayed due to extra workload caused by recent events
As there were no quotes received to place this on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting


UPC 107 To approve costs for repairs to the Village Hall alarm system – ADT who currently supply and monitor the existing alarm system.
A proposal to accept the quote of £877.86 was received and this was seconded.  A vote was taken via a show of hands by the Chairman.
Resolved:  Clerk to contact ADT to start the work.


UPC 108 To approve draft Terms of Reference for the newly formed Parish Council Allotment Committee.  – to approve a date for the first meeting.
The Clerk explained the Terms of Reference can be altered as and when required but would require approval from the Parish Council
A proposer was received to accept the Terms of Reference, and this received a seconder.  A vote was taken via a show of hands by the Chairman, and to hold its first meeting on the 6th October 2022.
 Resolved:  To approve the Terms of Reference and to hold its first meeting on the 6th October 2022.

UPC 109 To approve where to place the new grit bins prior to the winter months – list attached as to where WMDC have theirs 
To allow the Village Warden to make suggestions and to bring back to the Parish Council.


UPC 110 To approve the following Risk Assessments:
· Ladders and Stepladders
· Manual Handling
· Icy Surfaces
Issues were raised regarding the risk level section not being completed on the risk assessment.  Cllr I Bell explained this could be removed from the risk assessment.  Questions were raised as to Cllr I Bell’s knowledge on this and he explained he worked in health and safety, and he found the risk assessments to be adequate for what the Parish Council requires.
A proposer and a seconder were requested to approve the risk assessment, and these were received.  A vote via a show of hands was taken by the Chairman.
Resolved:  The risk assessments were approved


UPC 111 Request from BLESS Community Service to allow free use of the Village Hall Saturday 22nd October 2022 for a one-off ladies’ self-defence class.
Free use was approved

UPC 112 Option to opt out of the SAAA central external auditor appointment arrangements - see attached information
A proposer and a seconder were received for the Parish Council not opt out of the SAAA central external auditor appointment, a vote via a show of hands was received.  
Resolved:  The Parish Council to not opt out of the SAAA central external auditor appointment.


UPC 113 To approve required Christmas provisions, Christmas trees etc
A proposal to have the same provisions as last year which is one large tree at the junction of High Street/Field Lane and to purchase a root ball tree for North Elmsall no more that £250.00. WMDC to supply solar lighting for the root ball tree, to also have the lamppost decorations.  This will be along side the Parish Councils own lamppost decorations.  This received a seconder and a vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved:  One Christmas tree for the junction of High Street/Field Lane and to purchase a root ball Christmas tree for North Elmsall. To allow WMDC to place solar lighting on the new tree at North Elmsall.  Cllr C Merrington will look for a good tree for the Parish Council.


UPC 114 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st July 2022 to 31st July 2022 and 1st August to 31st August 2022.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices prior to signing cheques. 
Resolved:  All receipts and payments were approved.


UPC 115 Approve payment of £48.16 for flowers for the new planters on Sheepwalk Lane and North Elmsall – see attached.
Resolved:  Payment approved


UPC 116 To clarify if the payment of £1,305.00 for digging out the water trench on the Community Garden is to come from the budget allocated for the Community Garden – Cllr C Merrington.
Cllr C Merrington explained the reasons for this clarity as this will also provide water for allotment holders on School Street allotments as well as the community garden.  A proposer was received to say this should not come out of the budget for the community garden and the proposal was seconded.  A vote was taken by the Chairman via a show of hands.
Resolved: The £1,305.00 not to be taken from the Community Garden budget but from School Street development budget.


UPC 117 To approve Cllr C Merrington’s payment request for fuel for journeys for the Community Garden -from May 2022 to September 2022 – £265.95 – contact the Clerk to view the claim form
Resolved:  Payment was approved


UPC 118 Planning matters:  - see attached list
Clerk apologised as due to her workload she has not be able to prepare a list of planning applications, approvals etc.


UPC 119 To request a small monthly budget for the Village Warden to be allowed to purchase small items which will allow works to be carried out, possibly up to £300.00 per month (if required).  For the Chairman and Vice-chairman to approve purchases before using the budget. 
Clerk explained this allow repair work etc for the Parish Council to be carried out straight away.  This received a proposer and a seconder.  A vote via a show of hands was received by the Chairman.
Resolved: To allow no more than £300.00 per month allowance for the Village Warden to carry out small works but to seek approval from the Chair and Vice-chair in the first instance. 


UPC 120 WMDC request to plant trees to support the ‘Northern Forest Initiative’ on land at the former tip site off Green Lane (horse grazing area) – see information attached
Resolved:  The Parish Council would support this action by WMDC.


UPC 121 To update the Parish Council on arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 13th November 2022 at the Cenotaph – Volunteers required to make and serve teas, coffees etc.
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow a member of the public update the Parish Council on the arrangements.  These being, SESKU Festival Committee will allow free use of their speaker system, the Methodist Church are happy to provide a speaker, the Parish Council will print off the order of service, the Village Warden will approach the care home next door to request access to their electricity supply again, the Parish Council to purchase refreshments etc and to open the Village Hall to the public from 9.30am onwards.  Volunteers were requested to serve the refreshments.  Also, for the Village Warden to provide the last post via a recording if the usual bugler is not available. 

The Chairman re-instated Standing Orders for the Parish Council meeting.


UPC 122 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: 
New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
· Emails from residents 
· Questions from School Street allotment holders
· Requests for allotments
· Possible flooding issues to the rear of Barnsdale Way
· Lamppost damage, North Elmsall
· Request from another Parish Council asking who supplied the Parish Councils hanging baskets
Messages from Facebook 
· Issues relating to problems with booking on the Elite Holiday Camp
· Issues with the Sheepwalk Lane which runs up to Bell Street Allotments
· Tinker Tots play group
· Motorbike use on the Recreation Ground and Rose Estate playing field.
Issues were noted and Clerk had already responded to issues raised.
  
Clerk requested the Allotment; Stable and Grazing Officer stay for the first item in private business so a report could be discussed.  No issues were raised.


UPC 123  To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved 
[bookmark: _Hlk68073712][bookmark: _Hlk75935212]
UPC 124 To approve actions to take regarding a written complaint received about a recent incident on Stable Block 1.
The Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer spoke of the ongoing issues with Stable Block 1 and of the complaint received from an independent third party.  Following a lengthy discussion, a proposal was received to terminate one contract by giving 4 weeks’ notice to quit due to the severity of the complaint.  This received a seconder and a vote was taken via a show of hands
Resolved:  A notice to quit giving 4 weeks’ notice so as to allow time for the person to make new arrangements for their stabling and grazing provisions. 


UPC 125 Update on caravan on School Street allotment site.
The Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer is working closely with WMDC to get this removed.


UPC 126 Update on illegally parked car on School Street allotment site.
This has now been removed by the owner

UPC 127 To approve a suggestion from Cllr S Pallett to source funding for an apprenticeship for the volunteer Village Warden
Cllr S Pallett said he hasn’t had a lot of time to look into this thoroughly but would bring this back to the Parish Council, the Clerk said she would also look into it as well.
 
Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.31pm




Signed Chairman 

_____________________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________
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