MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING

16th September 2024
The Chairman, Cllr P Costello opened the meeting at 6.30pm. Eight members of public, District Cllr Martin Roberts, the Parish Councils Village Warden, Paul Wilson and Allotment Officer Mrs Angela Spencer were in attendance.
A public session was requested.  Two members of the public wished to speak and the Village Warden.

The Village Warden gave the following verbal report:

· He gave the following verbal report to the Parish Council.
· He has set up a new direct contact with Yorkshire Water to report any incidents. 
· Reported 4 lampposts and three blocked drains with faults to WMDC 
· Fly tipping on School Street allotments, CPS have dropped the case due to lack of evidence. 
· Set up direct contact with WMDC’s ASBO Officer.  He will work closely with the Village Warden to tackle anti-social behavior and work together so ASBO Orders can be issued. 
· Asked by residents if there's any gym equipment going on School Street green same as Rose Estate playing field has just had installed. 
· Palisade fencing at the entrance to Green Lane, a contractor has been made aware and deal with this as soon as possible.
· Contact point with PCSO on 11th September in the Village Hall, two residents attend 
· The perimeter fence around School Street green has been damaged, a new post has been ordered.
· He is in regular contact with District Cllr Jessica Carrington over issues in our community with weekly telephone calls and monthly meetings  
Police issues  
· Four bikes seized in Upton
· Four break ins reported, two on Harewood Lane, one School Street, and one Tower Avenue
· One case of domestic abuse recorded in our area 
· Parking outside school is causing major issues and it at the stage of tickets being issued 
· One drink driver outside school 
· Traveling gang was arrested travelling through Upton.
· Two travelers at North Elmsall have now left.  
 
The Chairman thanked the Village Warden for his report.

· A resident has two of the raised beds on the community garden asked if he could have access to the garden after 4.00pm as he works.  The Chairman said she felt sure a solution could be sourced, possibly with a key for access.

· An allotment holder on School Street allotment site asked for an update on his allotment and the one he shares with his brother which houses their pigeons as the date of the notice to quit is now close.
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UPC 105 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Resolved:  Apologies received from Cllrs C Merrington, S Hodson, A Holmes and P Dainty.
UPC 106 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  

106.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.

Resolved:  None were received.

106.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensations.

Resolved:  None were received.

UPC 107 To approve draft minutes from the extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting 12th August 2024. 

Cllr B Mears raised issues regarding UPC 94 and Cllrs claiming petrol when there is use of the Parish Councils van.
Cllr B Mears raised issues of Cllrs names not being reported in Minute UPC 95 and to the amount donated.

Following discussions the Chairman request a vote via a show of hands to approve the minutes of the meeting 12th August 2024.
Resolved:  The minutes after being circulated from the extra ordinary Parish Council meeting 12th August as a true record.

UPC 108 To approve draft minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden meeting 2nd September 2024.
Cllr E Jones raised concerns regarding costs for plants when we have a large poly tunnel where we should be growing from seed and also about comments made on a Cllrs facebook page regarding rest of the Council not helping.

Resolved:  The minutes after being circulated from the Parish Council Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting held 2nd September 2024 were approved as a true record.
UPC 109 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.

District Cllr M Roberts gave the following verbal report:
He praised the volunteers and Cllrs who attended the Allotment and Produce competition on Saturday 14th September.
Reported on the West Yorkshire Transport consultation and said he spoke about buses not turning up in Upton.

He was looking into why Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council are zero rated for CIL money after having a meeting with the Clerk to discuss various issues he could help with.

He is aware of the two seating benches which District Cllr Jessica Carrington is sourcing for the Parish Council for Rose Estate play area.

Pushing for funding for Upton Country Park

Looking at placing a number of roads in Upton and North Elmsall to be repaired within the budget for highways for roadworks 2025.

Gave information on the polling station review.

He has been approached about the Upton Youth Centre, and a heritage trail for Upton and North Elmsall with Upton and North Elmsall History Group.

The Chairman thanked District Cllr M Roberts for his report and moved on to the next agenda item.

Cllr B Mears and District Cllr M Roberts left the meeting at this point due to other commitments.
UPC 110 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow the Allotment Officer to report on the Parish Councils first Allotment and Produce show. Both Cllr P Costello and L Taylor report on the event as well saying it had been quite successful and the judges would love to come back next year to see how the competition grows.

The Chairman reinstated Standing Orders.

Cllr A Miles said he is very disappointed that two of the three District Cllrs still wont attend the Parish Council meetings and to ask again that they take off their Wakefield page they use the Public Session at the Parish Council meetings as a surgery.
Cllr S Pallett – raised issues with Yorkshire Water on a sever leak at the top of Field Lane, and the temporary traffic lights were stuck on red causing chaos. 

Cllr S Pallett asked about a piece of land owned by WDH just off Rose Estate playing field which is being used as a dumping ground.

Cllr S Pallett raised concerns over issues with Bullcarr Mires off Green Lane and the constant misuse and fly tipping in this area.

Cllr E Farmer reported on the newly installed gym equipment on Rose Estate playing field saying this is being heavily used by children and adults which is great to see.

Cllr E Farmer has contacted WMDC regarding the amount of dog fowling on Rose Estate playing field.  

Cllr E Jones asked if the Parish Council had any plans to install any exercise equipment at the North Elmsall side of the Village.

UPC 111 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:

1) Cllr A Miles – To give an update on the delivery of the questionnaire.

The leaflets are to be delivered between the 23rd and 30th September to each household and he is extremely happy with the leaflets.
2) Cllr E Farmer – Request received from Bless Community Services to approve extra taps fitting in the Village Hall kitchen.

Resolved: to source quotes for the work

3) Cllr L Taylor - To request the Parish Council replace existing work tops in the Village Hall kitchen with new ones. 

Resolved:  To source quotes.
4) Cllr P Costello – request received from Bless Community Services for a dimmer switch for professional lighting effect for shows.

Resolved:  To source quotes

5) Cllr P Costello and Cllr L Taylor requesting a budget to allow photographs to be placed on canvas in the main hall.

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow Mr Spencer from Upton and North Elmsall History Group to participate.

Resolved:  To work with Mr Spencer as to what pictures and sizes are required.  To gain quotes and to place on the agenda to approve costs.

6) Cllr P Dainty requests to be added to the Employment and Staffing Committee. If approved to alter the Terms of Reference for the Employment and Staffing Committee to 8 members.
7) Resolved:  Cllr P Dainty’s request was approved but not to alter the Terms of Reference as it states a minimum of 7 Cllrs on the Terms of Reference
UPC 112 To approve costs to purchase and installations costs for defibrillator to be placed on the Crows Nest Recreation Club.
Clerk had sourced a price and produced the cheapest deal for a defibrillator and case.
Resolved:  To approve a ceiling limit of £2,000.00 for purchase of defibrillator, case and installation costs.  The Parish Council to take ownership and to register the defibrillator when installed. 
UPC 113 Update on pit tubs for the Miners Memorial Garden

The Clerk explained the recent problems she has had regarding the transportation of the tubs but hopefully this is now sorted.  They should be sited sometime next week

UPC 114 To receive a report on public consultation for fencing surrounding the new play equipment on Rose Estate playing field, in line with Standing Orders for spending over £15,000.00 To finalise and approve costs.

Clerk reported and printed off over 80 comments from its facebook page and no comments had been made at the Village Hall.
Resolved:  To contact the approved contractor to start the works.  Costs for the fencing was approved following the consultation.

UPC 115 To approve policy for laptop and mobile phone use -to note this can be amended at any time with full approval by the Parish Council.

Resolved:  The policy was approved.

UPC 116 To approve policy for GPS tracking for Council vehicle(s) - to note this can be amended at any time with full approval by the Parish Council.

Approved:  The policy was approved.
UPC 117 To approve Clerks expenses – 2 x hire of wacker plate and train ticket for Wakefield to attend a meeting - £76.20

Resolved:  Clerk’s expenses were approved.

UPC 118 To approve Cllr C Merrington’s expenses – 40 x 10 foot canes – this will be added to the Allotment and Community garden budget.

Issues were raised about the lack of information on the receipt, no signatures, information on who or where the canes were purchase.
Resolved: Payment approved but not to accept any further similar receipts.
UPC 119 Elite Kids Coaching have asked if the Parish Council would be interested in paying for more camps during other school holidays.
Resolved:  The Parish Council have not planned to pay for more camps at this moment in time.
UPC 120 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st July 2024 to 31st August 2024.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
Resolved:  All payments were approved.
UPC 121 Planning matters:  - see attached list.

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

24/01216/CPL 72 School Street Upton Pontefract WF9 1EP Construction of outbuilding to rear.
24/01410/FUL Harewood Stores Wrangbrook Road Upton Pontefract WF9 1JU. Partial Change of Use of ground floor residential to commercial. External staircase. External alterations.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED

21/02856/FUL Bell Street (Land At) Upton Pontefract WF9 1LE. Development of 144 no. dwellings with associated public open and recreation space, landscaping, access and associated infrastructure.
UPC 122 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR.  Please note all other email correspondence is forwarded to Councillors.

Resolved:  All correspondence has been emailed to Parish Councillors.

UPC 123 To agree to exclude the public and press in the view that publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business or arising out of the business about to be transacted.  (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960).
Resolved:  Approved. 
UPC 124 To discuss and approve costs to purchase two seats for the Miners Memorial Garden – Cllr L Taylor.
Resolved:  To purchase one seat with the words Miners Memorial Garden. Cost approx. £1662.00 exc VAT

UPC 125 To discuss what the Parish Council wishes to do regarding the grass cutting contracts for the large and smaller grassed areas as the 5-year contract ends on the 31st October 2024.
Resolved:  For the Clerk to meet with the Village Warden to ask if he would be happy to carry on cutting and maintaining the smaller grassed areas.  To also speak with the current contractor for the larger grassed areas and to bring back to the next Parish Council meeting.
UPC 126 Quote received, as requested, to remove all overgrown shrubbery (not including established trees) around the Miners Memorial Garden – To approve quote or source further quotes.

Issues were discussed about totally removing the shrubbery.
Resolved: To source quotes to cut back the shrubbery to a manageable level and bring back to the next Parish Council meeting.
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.

Signed Chairman ____________________________________

Date __________________________________________________
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