MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD
21st October 2019
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  3 members of the public attended.

Mr Simon Topham from Citizens Advice spoke to the Parish Council regarding the services Citizens Advice provide.

The Chairman asked if any members of the public wished to speak. As no-one wished to ask anything further the Chairman moved on the first item on the agenda for the Parish Council meeting at 6.32pm.
Cllrs attending

S Pallett - Chairman

P Costello - Vice-Chairman




A Miles





B Mears





B Tallon





C Drobig





J Miles






K Davison

M Stevens

UPC 236 To approve apologies for absence 
Apologies received from District Cllrs J Carrington and A Garbutt and M Ward.  Apologies were also received from Parish Councillors, T Walker, J Abel, L Pallett and K Thornton
Resolved: Apologies were noted.
UPC 237 To receive disclosures by Members, of Interests in matters on the agenda
Resolved: No disclosures were received.
UPC 238 To approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 16th September 2019 – see attached
UPC 221, it was asked if the Clerk had been notified of who was responsible replacing the damaged seat in the Memorial Garden.  She stated she hadn’t but informed the Parish Council of a further seat being placed in the garden, Cllr B Mears said he would visit in the morning and report back to the Parish Council.  It was suggested a sign be placed in the garden to request people to notify the Parish Council before placing anything further in the garden.

UPC 116 – Cllr B Tallon asked for the wording ‘which has been notorious over several years’ be deleted as it makes the Youth Club sound really bad. 
As no other issues were raised the Chairman proposed these be accepted as a true record and this was seconded. A vote via a show of hands was requested.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 16th September 2019 after being circulated were approved as a true record.
UPC 239 To approve the minutes from the Extra-Ordinary Parish Council meeting held 14th October 2019 – see attached 

As no issues were raised the Chairman proposed these be accepted as a true record and this was seconded. A vote via a show of hands was requested.

Resolved:  The minutes from the Extra Ordinary Parish Council meeting 14th October 2019 after being circulated were approved as a true record.
UPC 240 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors 
No District Councillors were available at the meeting.  The Chairman moved on to the next item on the agenda

UPC 241 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – please note this item is for information only and not to approve any actions or costs

Cllr B Mears reported on an email to all Parish Councillors regarding the state of Upton Country Park with litter.  This was discussed at length and it was suggested to contact WMDC to request one or two litter bins are placed across from Stockrail warehouse and to look at organising a litter pick.
Cllr P Costello reported the Clerk recently had an appraisal carried out and this was just waiting for the Staffing and Employment Committee to approve it.

Cllr P Costello reported on the Halloween Pantomime and said it was a great success – to look at placing an item on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting to have an events/Village Hall Committee with an approved Terms of Reference.

Cllr C Drobig handed out information on the school bus for Minsthorpe Community College.  It was suggested this be placed on the Parish Councils facebook page and noticeboards
UPC 242 To approve free use of the Village Hall for the following events:
· Saturday 23rd November 2019 - Christmas Fayre – fundraiser event - Friends of the Community

· Saturday 21st March 2020 - Brass Band Event to raise funds for the Methodist Church
A proposal to allow these events at no charge was received and this was seconded.  A vote via a show of hands was received.  Cllr C Drobrig reported the Methodist Church is holding an open day on Saturday 26th October 2019 for the public to view plans for their new extension as most of the money has now been raised.

Resolved:  The Village Hall be let free of charge for both events
UPC 243 Donation request received from Upton ARLFC for their annual Community Fireworks Display – see attached

Various scenarios were discussed regarding this donation request.   A proposal was received to allow £750.00 but this was not seconded.  A proposal was received to donate £1,000.00 as requested and this was seconded.  A vote was requested via a show of hands by the Chairman.
Resolved:  Agreed to £1,000.00 be donated towards the event.

UPC 244 To receive the Completion of the Parish Councils Annual Return for the financial year April 1st, 2018 to March 31st, 2019 – copy attached

To note the External Auditors report.  ‘On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Section 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant and regulatory requirements have not been met’.
UPC 245 To approve costs of Polling Cards for the ensuing local election

Clerk said the cost would be approximately £700.00 to £800.00. A proposal to accept the costs of the polling cards was received and a this was seconded.  A vote was requested via a show of hands.
Resolved:  Costs for polling cards for the ensuing local election (if called) were approved

UPC 246 To discuss and approve costs regarding Christmas Tree provisions for 2019 – see attached letter and costs received from WMDC

The Clerk informed the Parish Councillors, that last year new solar lamppost Christmas trees were sourced, and a five-year contract had been entered in to with Plantscape.  WMDC supplied just one large dressed Christmas instead of four and the tree was sited at the bottom of Field Lane/High Street and dressed the root ball tree at North Elmsall with solar lighting

Various discussions and scenarios were put forward.  Cllr B Mears proposed to keep the same as last year (one large Christmas tree, solar lighting for the root ball at North Elmsall and the contracted solar Christmas lamppost trees), but no seconder was received.  Cllr P Costello proposed a further Christmas tree for the Community Library be purchased as well as the main one at the junction of Field Lane/High Street (from WMDC), but this too didn’t receive a seconder.  Cllr B Mears further went on to propose UNEF (Upton and North Elmsall Community Forum who run the Community Library) send a donation request the Parish Council to donate a Christmas for the library. This proposal didn’t receive a seconder.  Further discussions took place.  The Chairman proposed along with the lamppost Christmas tree solar lights, 4, 22ft Christmas Trees be purchased.  These being for Field Lane/High Street, Minsthorpe/Ash Grove, Tom Wood Ash Lane and Upton Community Library, to include the lights for the root ball Christmas tree in situ at North Elmsall and the lamppost lights from WMDC.   and to put this to a public vote next year.  This was seconded a vote via a show of hands was requested.  Cllrs A Miles and B Mears abstained.  Cllr B Mears requested it minuting Cllr S Pallett proposed and took part in voting for this item. Cllr S Pallett said this was ok as he didn’t have a pecuniary interest. 
Resolved:  To purchase 4, 22ft dressed Christmas trees, supply solar lights for the tree in situ at North Elmsall and 8 Lamppost decorations from WMDC as well as the contracted solar lamppost Christmas tree lights from Plantscape.

UPC 247 To approve monthly financial reports and bank reconciliation for the 1st September to 30th September 2019 – To approve list of payments for September and October 2019 

As no issues were raised the Chairman proposed these be approved and a seconder was received.  The Chairman request a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The monthly finance report and payments be approved 

UPC 248 Report from the recent site visit to School Street Allotments by Parish Councillors Thursday 10th October 2019

The Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer had placed an update in her normal monthly report regarding this site visit.
UPC 249 To receive a written report from the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer regarding Parish Councils allotment sites, stables and grazing area – to approve any recommendation/ costs thereafter
School Street Allotments.
Walked round the allotments 10th October 2019 with Cllr Pallet, Cllr Davison and Cllr Stevens, Cllr Tallon and Cllr Miles to see what state the allotments are in and to get some guidance on what to do next.

Actions requested at the site meeting to be carried out.

Send Handyman round to straighten the fencing up as the points on the metal fencing had been bent forward, to strim the plot that is fenced off so rubbish doesn’t get dumped, to remove gas bottle out of an allotment,  notices to be put up for allotment holders to clean up their plots.

 Get quotes on clearing up the corner plot and a quote for the road at the top end of the allotment.

· Please note all actions have been acted on.  Quotes for various works will be available at the Parish Council meeting due to short notice before the Parish Council meeting

Harewood Lane Allotments.

· I walked through the allotments with Cllr B Mears, Cllr Mr Miles, it was stated the gates are still getting left open, and dumping is happening because of this.

· Allotment holders - Metal fencing panels remain unpainted green as requested at a previous Parish Council meeting.

· Some allotments need tidying up.

· A number of allotments holders are putting more sheds on their plots than is allowed and stated in their agreement.  No requests for extra sheds have been received.

· Everyone is still driving through with their vehicles which is clearly stated in their policy that you are only allowed to drive on when picking or dropping items off. We have two designated car parks and only one of them gets used.

· I have contacted allotment holders about the two plots that have now been left and I am waiting for correspondence from them both.

Stable & Grazing

· All Jobs are being carried out in stable block 1 guttering fixing, the trees cut back to stop all the leaves blocking guttering, fixing all leaks into the stables and tack room.

· Stable block 1 has been cleaned up.

· All Horses have been wormed at the same time.

· Jobs have started on stable block 2 the gate from the stable block into the allotment site has been done, the tap has been moved into the stable block structure for the hay the gate onto the horses and fencing the field should all be done before Christmas. 

· There is still a lot of hay around about in the stable block it needs a general tidy up.

· Once the structure for the hay has been built and the stable converted to a tack room there will be no need to have the shed in the corner of the allotment.(it looks untidy) we will ask the stable holder who’s shed it is to remove it.

Other completed work.

· Signs have been made – Harewood Lane Allotments - no smoking - please lock gates

· Boxes are being made to allow allotment holders to recycling old plant pots etc

· Bottles are mounting up nicely should be able to start putting things together on the allotments.

· Got a new lock for the container so that people can use it to store larger equipment in it.

· Handy man has kept all the grass down on the allotments stable and Harewood lane areas.

Discussions took place regarding School Street Allotments.  As no further issues were raised, this report was noted.
UPC 250 To arrange a date and time to meet with the Harewood Lane allotment holders
As a meeting had recently been held with the allotment holders it was agreed to leave this meeting in obeyance 
UPC 251 Planning matters – see report
APPLICATION RECEIVED


App. No: 19/01976/FUL Address: Minsthorpe Community College Minsthorpe Lane South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2UJ. Proposal: Partial demolition of existing college site including Gymnasium and Sports Hall; construction of a replacement building to house new Sports Hall and Gymnasium and ancillary/changing facilities; and reinstatement of playground area. 

App. No: 19/02096/TPO Application Type: Tree Preservation Order Consent. 

Address: Bridge House Great North Road Wentbridge Pontefract WF8 3JJ, Proposal: T2 Horse Chestnut - Fell. 
App. No: 19/02097/TPO Application Type: Tree Preservation Order Consent. 

Address: Bridge House Great North Road Wentbridge Pontefract WF8 3JJ, Proposal: T1 Lime - Crown lift to 5m, crown thin 20%. 
App. No: 19/02098/TPO Application Type: Tree Preservation Order Consent. 

Address: Bridge House Great North Road Wentbridge Pontefract WF8 3JJ, Proposal: T5 Lime - Crown lift to 5m; T6 - Crown lift to 5m. 
App. No: 19/02144/FUL Address: Next 1 Stadium Way Dale Lane South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2XR. Proposal: Single storey extension to the west elevation to accommodate picking equipment. 
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
App. No: 19/01833/NM - Application Type: Non Material Change - Minor Amendments. Address: The Elders, Waggon Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1JS,

Proposal: Non material amendment to approved planning application 19/00746/FUL dated 05.07.2019 (for the erection of a two storey dwelling) relating to a change of facing material and widening and alterations to the access.
252 Correspondence – see report
· Letter received from South Elmsall Town Council – Invite for Chairman and Partner to attend the Christmas light switch on 20th November 2019

· Letter received from Upton Rugby Club - requesting an informal meeting with the Parish Councils representatives to discuss the ‘Gala Day’ further – The Chairman felt this would be a good idea.  Cllr B Mears reported he met with the Rugby Club Committee as suggested at the previous Parish Council meeting and reported the Committee would be happy with the suggested date in July 2020 to hold the gala suggested by Cllr A Miles.  Cllr K Davison asked if it had been agreed to hold the event at the Rugby Club as it would make sense to hold it at the Pavilion as there are 8 toilets, better parking and no hills.  The Chairman said it was previously suggested it would be better at the Rugby Club as traditionally the gala was held there.  Cllr A Miles suggested a meeting be held Friday 1st November at 6.30pm and it was agreed for Cllr B Mears to approach Upton Rugby Club Committee to facilitate a further meeting regarding holding the Gala event.
UPC 253 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Resolved:  This was actioned
UPC 254 To discuss and approve actions relating to non-payment of rents 
A report showing outstanding rents from the grazing field and stables were previously sent out to Parish Councillors.  A proposal was received that a further letter be sent to say if the outstanding rent is not received further action will be taken.  A seconder was received, a vote 
Resolved:  The Allotment, Grazing and Stable Office send out a further letter and to report back to the Parish Council at its next Parish Council meeting.

UPC 255 To discuss and approve actions relating to School Street allotment site regarding allotment holders
Notices were placed on the allotment holders fencing on Friday 11th October 2019 to give them until the 8th November 2019 to clear their allotments of asbestos sheeting, all vehicles which included a small caravan.  A proposal was received to monitor the situation and to report back to the Parish Council.  This was seconded and a vote was taken via a show of hands.

Resolved:  To monitor the situation and to report back to the Parish Council at its next meeting.

UPC 256 To discuss and approve quotes received for various works to be implemented on School Street Allotments – copy of quotes will be forwarded on before the Parish Council meeting if received.

Only one quote has been received, this is to repair roadway around School Street Allotments.  A proposer was received to accept the quote as this firm had carried out the same work on its Harewood Lane allotment site.  This was seconded and vote via a show of hands was also received.
Resolved:  The quote of £1495.00 be approved.  Clerk to contact the contactor to start work as soon as possible.
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.37pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.
Signed Chairman _______________________________________
Date __________________________________________________
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