MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
16th OCTOBER 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]The Chairman, Cllr A Miles was in attendance but felt following his recent illness he wasn’t quite well enough to Chair the meeting.  The members of the Parish Council didn’t have any objections to the Vice-chairman, Cllr P Costello chairing the meeting.  The acting Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm. 16 members of public were in attendance. 

Three members of the public wished to speak so the Chairman opened the public session.
A tenant from the stable and grazing field spoke about issues with the supplying of hay for the horses.  Following an informal chat with the Chairman of the Allotment/Community Garden Committee he has produced a plan which includes the fencing off of a small section of the grazing field to allow hay to be placed in so horses can feed separately thus making it easier for horse owners who don’t want their horses eating hay due to dietary requirements etc. they can be shut off.  Hopefully this would be a solution which would help all horse owners.

Issues were raised regarding the ‘Old Recreation Ground’ grass not being cut.  The Parish Council said they would investigate it.

A further resident spoke of an earlier question she raised at a previous Parish Council meeting asking, ‘what has Community Minded done’ and she was asked the question what has the Labour Party done.  Following a small discussion, the Chairman requested she wrote to the Clerk with other questions she wanted to raise.


Cllrs attended		P Costello - Acting Chairman
				A Miles
				A Holmes
B Mears 
				C Merrington
L Taylor
S Hodson
S Pallett


Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin
Allotment Officer – Mrs Angela Spencer
Village Warden – Mr Paul Wilson


UPC 126 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Parish Cllrs E Jones, K Wilson and E Farmer sent apologies and reasons for absence.  
Resolved: Apologies were noted.  


UPC 137 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved for Parish Cllrs K Wilson, E Jones and E Farmer.


UPC 138 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
138.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: No declarations of interest were received.
138.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 139 To receive and approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 18th September 2023.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 18th September 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 140 To receive and approve the minutes from the Extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting held 2nd October 2023
Resolved: The minutes from the Extra-ordinary meeting of the Parish Council 2nd October 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 141 To approve the minutes and approve recommendations from the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee 9th October 2023.
No issues raised regarding the minutes from the Allotment/Community Committee 9th October 2023.
Resolved: The minutes and recommendations made by the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee 9th October 2023 were approved as a true record. 


UPC 142 To arrange date and time for the Finance Working Party meeting.
Resolved: To hold this on Monday 20th November 2023 at 6.00pm


UPC 143 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
District Cllr Jessica Carrington sent the following report:
· Upton and North Elmsall
· Zebra Crossing Upton School – crossing hump has dipped, reported for repair.
· Common Lane Upton – mud on the road, road sweeper requested to attend the site.
· Pennine View – access issues on a path for wheelchairs and scooters. Metal fencing needs replacing. Reported to WDH. 
· Pennine View footpath – moss on the path, path sweeper requested. 
· Orchard Crescent Upton – overhanging foliage on the highway near number 79, requested this to be cut back. 
· Thistle Drive – block paved footpath with grass growing over it, requested for the grass to be removed. 
· Thank you to Paul (Village Warden) who took time out to meet with me to look at the reported issues.


UPC 144 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr L Taylor – reported she had been speaking to a resident who unfortunately couldn’t get her disabled scooter though the main doors of the Village Hall.  A solution was to leave both of the main doors open to allow better access.
Cllr S Pallett reported on the following:
· Arranging a Minister for the Remembrance Sunday Service
· Litter bins on Pennine View and Rose Estate playing field have been removed but not put back.  The Clerk will chase both WDH and WMDC to see if they have them.
· Motorbikes are gaining access to the ‘Old Recreation Ground’ through the entrance which leads to the top of Hill Estate.  To gain quotes for an ‘A’ Frame installing.
· Noticeboard on Minsthorpe – Clerk said this has been agreed to remove this and to replace the one on the Miners Memorial Garden.
· Green Lane and the flytipping which is an ongoing issue.  Cllr S Hodson suggested a quote be sourced from Amey for a mag lock fitting.
· The farmer who owns Walton Wood has said he would be happy for the Parish Council to erect some sort of barrier to stop motorbikes etc gaining access to the wood.  Cllr S Pallett said he would ask the landowner to contact the Clerk.
Cllr S Hodson and Cllr S Pallett asked if the Clerk to contact WMDC District Cllrs regarding the state of Common Road as they had been informed it was earmarked in the 2023/2024 budget.
Cllr P Costello said after taking advice and as from last Friday she is no longer a Parish Cllr representing Community Minded but will carry on as an Independent Parish Cllr.


UPC 145 To consider recommendations and costs received from ADT to update the Fire and Security – see copy of report.
Resolved:  The cost of updating the current fire system was approved.  The cost for the update is £3495.00 to supply, install and includes total commission charges.


UPC 146 YLCA requested this be placed on the agenda – Nominations of a Parish Councillor for the Royal Garden Party 2024.  See email forwarded – 2nd October 2023.
Resolved:  Cllrs to email the Clerk with any nominations. 


UPC 147 Annual donation request received from Upton Ruby Club for fireworks.
An amendment was proposed by Cllr S Hodson to allow a further £500.00 for the Rugby Club to carry out safety checks by WMDC and to receive a copy of the associated paperwork.  Cllr B Mears said Tuckers Funfair always carry out the firework display for the Rugby Club.
Resolved:  It was agreed to donate £1,000.00 as previous years with the proviso of a further £500.00 if the fire checks have not already been completed.  Cllr B Mears abstained from voting.


UPC 148 Christmas tree provisions.
Clerk reported no costing have been received from WMDC but usually the cost is approximately £2,000.00 per tree.  She also explained the issues which has arisen with the issues of lamppost Christmas decoration and the Parish Council would only be allowed to use 21 out of the 40 previously used.  Standing Orders were suspended to allow a member of the public to speak who requested a Christmas tree be placed outside the Village Hall. It was suggested to purchase two for outside the main door as there is already fixings for them.  Standing Orders were then reinstated.
Resolved:  As ordering for the trees could be before the next Parish Council meeting it was agreed to allow up to £5,000.00 to purchase 2 larger Christmas trees, one at the junction of Field Lane/High Street, one larger tree at Tom Wood Ash Lane as the infrastructure was in place there and a smaller one on the small area at North Elmsall.  It was also agreed to not purchase the Christmas tree lamppost decorations due to the lateness of getting the lampposts tested.


UPC 149 Councillors’ items requested for this agenda.
[bookmark: _Hlk138252508]Cllr E Farmer – to look at organising an event for D-Day 6th June 2024.
As Cllr E Farmer wasn’t in attendance to place this on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.

Cllr P Costello – requesting update on the Rose Estate upgrade.
Cllrs S Pallett and L Taylor handed out leaflets to Parish Councillors following their meeting with Sutcliffe Play.  It depicted phase one and phase two with a draft map showing where play equipment could be placed and draft costings.  The Clerk asked if there should be three quotes, but the Parish Council said it was happy with Sutcliffe Play as they were happy to give a great discount to the Parish Council as they were based in Upton and wanted to help.  The Clerk also informed the Parish Council of the Standing Order which says ‘any spending over £15,000.00 must go to public consultation.  It was suggested this would be addressed. Cllr S Pallett reported Sutcliffe Play would be happy to put a 3D presentation together so as to give a better idea of what this would look like.


UPC 150 To approve the costs for the vans MOT and full-service 25th Oct 2023 approx. - £200.00 to £250.00
Resolved:  Costs approved.


UPC 151 To approve costs for tablecloths cleaning – quote received approx. £7.00 each x 25.
Resolved:  Costs were approved.


UPC 152 Request from the Village Warden to purchase a leaf blower – to also use to tidy up grassed areas when they have been cut.
Resolved:  Costs were approved and for the Village Warden to carry out appropriate training and the Clerk said she would carry out a risk assessment.


UPC 153 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st September 2023 to the 30th of September 2023.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  
No issues were raised.  
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.





UPC 154 Planning matters:  - see attached list
[bookmark: _Hlk140657722]APPROVED PLANNING - 23/01307/FUL Sewage Works Sleephill Lane Upton Pontefract Erection of a Motor Control Centre Kiosk and a Two Point Ferric Sulphate Dosing Kiosk 23/01307/FUL

UPC 155 To receive the completed Annual Governance and Accountability return for the financial year 1st April 2022 to 31st March 2023 – see attached.
External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23 On 27 September 2023, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of Sections 1 and 2 of this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2023. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We are now in a position to certify completion of the review. The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return requires amendments as follows: Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review.: 
 The figure in Section 2, Box 7 of the prior year comparative column does not agree to the prior year final signed AGAR and should read £188,561. 
 The smaller authority has not addressed the ‘except for’ matters raised by the external auditor when qualifying the prior year annual return. The prior year figures in Section 2, Boxes 2 and 3 have not been restated and should read £245,287 and £24,677 respectively. 
Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper provision during the year 2023/24 for the exercise of public rights, since the period for the exercise of public rights was less than 30 consecutive working days in length. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2023/24 and ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2024/25.      


UPC 156 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
· [bookmark: _Hlk130389310][bookmark: _Hlk138254999][bookmark: _Hlk140658038]Facebook: Bookings for the Village Hall, children’s parties etc.
· Emails from Residents: Bookings for the Village Hall.

· Letters: Bless Community Support – see attached.

Resolved:  All comments and correspondence were noted.


UPC 157 For information only– The Parish Councils large grass cutting contract will come to an end on 31st October 2023. (Rose Estate playing field, Quarry Lane, gras cutting and line marking, School Street play area).
This information was noted.


UPC 158 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved


UPC 159 To approve costs for storage units on the School Street Community Garden.
Three quotes were received:
Resolved:  To use Budget Containers for two metal containers with external cladding and delivery for £8890.00 


UPC 160 To approve one quote received for a valuation of property.
Two quotes were received.
Resolved: To contact Cosey Homes Charted Surveyors to carry out the valuation.
 


As no other business was left to be discussed the Vice-Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.18pm


Signed Chairman      _____________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________
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