MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
17th October 2022

One member of the public attended and District Cllr R Massey.   As the Chairman of the Parish Council was unable to attend, the Vice-chairman, Cllr K Davison opened the meeting at 6.30pm.

The Chairman asked if the Parish Council would allow Cllr B Mears to act as Vice-Chairman just for this meeting.  No objections were received.

Public session – not required at this meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		K Davison – Acting Chairman
B Mears – Acting Vice-Chair
				I Bell
				C Merrington
D Welsh
E Griffin
S McCabe 
A Miles 
S Pallett
S Spencer
S Wooldridge

UPC 122 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillors, J Greaves, P Costello, P Kitching.  District Cllr R Massey.
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted.  


UPC 123 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
123.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
123.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: None were received
 

UPC 124 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 26th September 2022. 
No issues were raised.   Following the minutes being previously circulated; a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
 Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 26th September 2022 were approved as a true record.


UPC 125 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
No report was given as District Cllrs were attending a meeting at WMDC.


UPC 126 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr A Miles asked about the current stance of one of the Parish Councillors regarding non – attendance.  
Cllr A Miles reported on the arranged meeting with District Councillors held on the 10th September 2022. A discussion took place between all Parish Councillors.
 

UPC 127 Update on the Community Garden project
Cllr C Merrington gave a verbal report on how the works on the new Parish Councils Community Garden is coming along.  He was still waiting for the planning permission from WMDC for the siting of a container.  He met with the Headteacher of Upton Junior School who was interested in the children becoming involved in the Community Garden project and would be looking into producing a risk assessment.  Also he had been speaking with someone from Amazon who said they could be a source of funding for tools etc for the school children.


UPC 128 Due to the contractor chosen to carry out works on the Eco Allotment working away and cannot carry out the works for a number of weeks would the Parish Council allow the second contractor who quoted to carry out the works – Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer.
Following discussions, a proposer and a seconder were received to allow the second contract to carry out the works and this.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands 
Resolved:  To notify the second contractor to carry out the works.


UPC 129 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:
Cllr S Pallett – to review the Parish Councils Public Session – see attached information from Yorkshire Local Councils Association, rights of the public and electors.
Resolved:  Cllr S Pallett will bring back some suggestions to the next Parish Council meeting.
As Cllr P Costello was unable to attend the meeting due to illness to wait until Cllr P Costello is well and place back on the agenda if she so wishes.

Cllr P Costello - to re-visit the development of the Miners Memorial Garden.
As Cllr P Costello was unable to attend the meeting due to illness to wait until Cllr P Costello is well and place back on the agenda if she so wishes.

Cllr P Costello – to consider/approve alternative use of the green palisade fencing which is to be used on School Street allotment site. To use this fencing to fence off the rear of the Community Garden.
As Cllr P Costello was unable to attend the meeting due to illness to wait until Cllr P Costello is well and place back on the agenda if she so wishes.

Cllr P Kitching – for the Parish Council to consider purchasing a tablet activity table for users of the Village Hall – see attached.
As Cllr P Kitching was unable to attend the meeting to place on the next Parish Council agenda.

UPC 130 To approve costs to replace the broken flagpole at the War Memorial to purchase from the same supplier the original purchase - awaiting a quotes.
As no other companies have sent any other quotes it was proposed and seconded to accept the quote received from Harrisons to replace the broken flagpole at the War Memorial.
Resolved:  Clerk to contact Harrisons and make arrangements.


UPC 131 Request from Friends of the Community to site the Queens Jubilee metal seat at the front of the Village Hall.
Resolved:  Agreed for the seat to be placed at the front of the Village Hall and for the Village Warden to install the base and the seat


[bookmark: _Hlk115701689]UPC 132 Following an informal meeting with UNEF, Upton Methodist Church regarding providing ‘Warm Spaces’ and free refreshments and simple foods during the winter months - to request a budget of £1,000.00 to cover costs in the Village Hall. 
Cllr S Pallett gave a report on the meeting and a proposer and seconder were received to allow up to £1,000.00 to help with the Warm Space project in the Village Hall.  
Resolved:  The amount of £1,000.00 was approved and the Clerk to keep a record of expenditure.


UPC 133 To approve where to place the new grit bins prior to the winter months – suggestions attached.
 The Clerk reported she had been contacting WMDC’s highways department from August 2022 regarding siting of the grit bins but as yet no response has been received. A proposer and seconder were received to place the grit bins on the suggested areas and to contact the new Landlord of the Barnsley Oak Public House to ask if a grit bin could be sited there.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands. 
Resolved:  Clerk to notify the Village Warden of the approved actions.


UPC 134 To approve costs for Christmas provisions, Christmas trees etc from WMDC.
Resolved:  To purchase an 18/20 ft tree for the junction of High Street/Field Lane as normal and to also have the same number of lamppost decorations from WMDC.  The other Christmas lamppost decorations will be in place from Plantscape.  To allow £1,000.00 for decorations for the inside and outside of the Village Hall. 


UPC 135 To receive the completed review of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for the year ending 31st March 2021 – see attached.                                      
Action you are required to take at the conclusion of the review 
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) set out what you must do at the conclusion of the review. In summary, you are required to: 
• Prepare a “Notice of conclusion of audit” which details the rights of inspection, in line with the statutory requirements. We attach a pro forma notice you may use for this purpose (a Word version is available on request).
 • Publish the “Notice” along with the AGAR (Sections 1, 2 & 3) and our attached final report and certificate before 30 September (or as soon as possible where this date has passed), which must include publication on the smaller authority’s website. (Please note that when the statute and regulations were amended in 2014 and 2015, they did not include a requirement for the length of time that for which the Notice must be published. There is no requirement for the Notice to be publicly accessible for 5 years, as there is for the AGAR and the external auditor report and certificate. The previous statute required 14 days; but it is now up to the authority to make this decision). 
• Keep copies of the AGAR (Sections 1, 2 & 3) and the attached final report and certificate available for purchase by any person on payment of a reasonable sum.  • Ensure that Sections 1, 2 and 3, plus the attached final report and certificate, of the published AGAR remain available for public access for a period of not less than 5 years from the date of publication. 
Resolved:  Comments were noted 


[bookmark: _Hlk115705631]UPC 136 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st Sept to 30th Sept 2022.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices prior to signing cheques.
Resolved:  All receipts and payments were approved.


UPC 137 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
22/01875/FUL, 1 Hill Estate, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1HT
Residential development for 1no. detached dwelling to rear, widening of drop kerb access and vehicle parking to front
22/01895/FUL 37 New Lane Crescent, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1HH
 Proposed single storey rear extension and ancillary building to rear garden
22/01925/FUL Vacuna, Great North Road, Wentbridge, WF8 3JJ
 Installation of a control kiosk to serve upgraded surface water pumping station.
Resolved:  No issues were raised


UPC 138 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
· Emails from residents 
· Messages from Facebook
None received.

UPC 139 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved 
[bookmark: _Hlk68073712][bookmark: _Hlk75935212]
UPC 140 To approve actions/costs for abandoned caravan on Harewood Lane.
Awaiting costs

Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.31pm




Signed Chairman      _____________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________
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