MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING

21st October 2024
The Chairman, Cllr P Costello opened the meeting at 6.30pm. Four members of public, the Parish Councils Village Warden, Paul Wilson and Allotment Officer Mrs Angela Spencer were in attendance.
A public session was requested.  
An update was given to the Parish Council regarding the purchase of a ‘pit wheel’ and the resident said she would email the Clerk with further details.

A resident emailed the following questions to the Clerk prior to the meeting:
The questionnaire mentioned in the minutes of the last meeting noted that the £100 draw would take place at the Parish Council meeting on the 21st October. Could you report on the outcome of this questionnaire, in terms of number of 
a) number of questionnaires returned; 
b) suggestions made in said questionnaires for the Council to consider, and 
c) Councillors' views on the extent to which this questionnaire met the objective stated in Minute UP26f on 20th May "to...ask what it is they would like to see the Parish Council do that would be of benefit to the Parish". 
Cllr A Miles responded to the questions raised and explained the problems he had with the delivery company and how only a number of Upton and North Elmsall residents had received the questionnaire.  He was extremely saddened and disappointed about the whole episode and the Clerk will be writing a sever letter of complaint to the company involved.  A number of questionnaires had been received back.
A draw for the £100.00 took place and the Clerk will contact the winner.
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UPC 127 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Resolved:  Apologies received from Cllrs B Mears, A Holmes and L Taylor.
UPC 128 To approve reasons for absence.

Resolved:  Reasons for absence was approved for all Cllrs.

UPC 129 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  

129.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.

Resolved:  None were received.

129.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensations.

Resolved:  None were received.

UPC 130 To approve draft minutes from the Parish Council meeting 16th September 2024.

Resolved:  The minutes after being circulated from the Parish Council meeting 16th September were approved as a true record.

UPC 131 To approve draft minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden meeting 7th October 2024.

Resolved:  The minutes after being circulated from the Parish Council Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting held 7th October 2024 were approved as a true record.
UPC 132 To approve the request from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee to add the following to its Terms of Reference:

To allow a member of public with an agreement in place for a raised bed to represent the Community Garden, but to stipulate once he/she has moved off the Community Garden another representative will be sourced but must have a raised bed agreement. 
Resolved:  The Parish Council approve the change to the Terms of Reference for this committee.

UPC 133 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.

Cllr S Hodson requested a letter be sent form the Parish Council to the District Councillors to remove from there status on WMDC’s website to say they hold a surgery at this Parish Councils meetings.
Clerk stated she was aware of issues which have been raised with the District Cllrs, these being Bell Street current building works and how it is affecting some residents.  Also information received regarding funding from through the District Cllrs for a picnic bench at Rose Estate playing field and the BMX track on Upton Country Park.

UPC 134 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr S Pallett reported on the current state of footpaths, especially one leading from Sand Lane and Conifer trees planted which could be blocking a footpath on Wrangbrook Road.  The Village said he would go and take photographs and report to WMDC if required.

Cllr E Farmer thanked the Village Warden for placing dog fowling signs on Rose Estate playing field as previously requested. 

UPC 135 BMX track on Upton Country Park – What improvement or plans do the Parish Council have for this area – information requested from WMDC’s Community Coordination and Engagement Officer. 
 Resolved:  Clerk to contact the Community Coordination and Engagement Officer to ask if a site visit could be carried out so this could be discussed further.

UPC 136 Update on funding request for seat/picnic benches for Rose Estate from WMDC District Cllrs.

Resolved:  Clerk to contact the Community Coordinator and Engagement Officer to ask if the base for the bench could be provided using the same system as the one which is in School Street play area.  The Village Warden will take photographs of the area so these can be forwarded on.
UPC 137 Yearly request for a donation received from Upton ARLFC for fireworks – yearly accounts are available to view prior to the meeting.  Please contact the Clerk.

Resolved:  £1,000.00 donation was approved.
UPC 140 WMDC have provided a service to inspect playgrounds at no financial cost, unfortunately this is no longer sustainable due to budget restrictions.  WMDC are still able to provide a service however this will now be chargeable.  WMDC can still provide this service with a cost of £549.30 per site which will include a monthly inspection of the play equipment and one individual inspection per year – to approve any actions and costs.

Resolved:  All costs were approved.

UPC 141 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:
a. Cllr E Farmer – To discuss and approve the placing of a fallen soldier’s name on the Parish Councils War Memorial – The soldier was injured while in the Suez, brought back to a military hospital in the England but passed away.

Resolved: This action and costs were approved.  To use Lancaster Memorials and the spare black slate plaque which is on the Memorial already.

b. Cllr P Costello – to confirm arrangements and costs for Remembrance Sunday.

Clerk ran through the arrangements for the event.

Resolved:  Costs for refreshments in the Village Hall for all visitors were approved.

c. Cllr P Costello - to confirm arrangements for the Christmas Pantomime – to approve costs, ticket price, food ect.

Resolved:  Approve to make the ticket price £1.00 each and to allow up to £500.00 to purchase sweets, hotdogs etc.

d. Update on dimmer switch for the main hall.

Clerk is waiting for an electrician to get back in contact with her about fitting.

e. Update on the Miners tubs on the Miners Memorial Garden.
The tubs are just waiting to be re-filled with the soil and to plant up. 
f. Update on the Whiskey Barrel planters.
The Village Warden has removed most of the dead plants and are almost ready for the winter planting.

UPC 142 To approve a ceiling limit to allow the Miners tubs to be securely fixed to the anchor points on the concrete bases.

Cllr S Hodson requested a risk assessment and method statement be provided by any contractor who carried out the works.
UPC 143 To receive completion notice for the Parish Council accounts for the financial year, 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024 from Littlejohns LLP.

Response from Littlejohns LLP:

Except for the matters reported below; on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2023/24 for the exercise of public rights, by answering ‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reported last year, we are aware that it failed to do this and therefore should have answered ‘No’ to this Assertion. It has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit, by answering ‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the basis of the above, is not correct 
Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: Non
UPC 144 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st September 2024 to 30th September 2024.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  
The Clerk and RFO informed the Parish Council unfortunately she is waiting for a new PINsentry to log on to the Parish Councils online banking to have access to the Councils Community account as no bank statements are received via post for this.  Therefore, provided for the Council are payments for the Current Account along with the bank monthly statement from Barclays for the month ending 30th September 2024, for all the Councils accounts  
Resolved:  All payments were approved. 
UPC 145 Planning matters:  - see attached list.
Applications received:

24/01410/FUL Harwood Stores, Wrangbrook Road, Upton WF9 1JU.  Partial change of use of ground floor residential to commercial.  External staircase. External alterations.

Approved:

None received.
Resolved:  No issues were raised.
UPC 146 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR.  Please note all other email correspondence is forwarded to Councillors.
One written request received - to request use of the Parish Council land for detectorists.

Resolved:  This was approved but to say the Parish Council would be interested to see anything they find. 

UPC 147 To agree to exclude the public and press in the view that publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business or arising out of the business about to be transacted.  (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960).
Resolved:  Approved. 
UPC 148 To approve a quote received for cutting back hedges on the Miners Memorial Garden quotes for both removal and for minimising. 
Following discussions the following was resolved:

Resolved:  To allow T & D Contractors to cut back the hedges.

UPC 149 School Street allotment re-development project - following the notice to quite given to allotment holders coming into fruition on the 27th October 2024 to consider the recommendations made by the Allotment and Community Garden Committee and how do the Parish Council wish to proceed with the redevelopment of the site.
Clerk said she has asked the Allotment and Community Garden Committee to pass on the draft plan, plan of works and reports from informal chats with the remaining allotment holders. Cllr C Merrington confirmed the current allotment holders have been given first choice of plots when the works have been completed. Cllr S Hodson raised issues regarding CDM 2015 regulations, Clerk said she would send out information to Cllrs about this. Discussions also took place about the tendering process.
Resolved:  Agreed to take away the paperwork provided by the Allotment and Community Garden Committee and reports on informal meetings the Committee have held with remaining allotment holders.  Also approved was to allow a short term agreement to allow access on the School Street allotment site for the allotment holder with pigeons to feed and care for them until further notice.
UPC 150 To receive and approve a quote(s) for Heras fencing for School Street allotment site to use after the 27th October 2024 if the Parish Council wishes to fence of the site until works commence.
This item was also discussed with UPC 149.  Cllr C Merrington provided a quote to purchase fencing, and this would include erecting, and the Clerk produced a quote to hire.  The quote to purchase was better value as it was £12.00 per section and £22.00 per session to hire.
Resolved:  To purchase the fencing and possible sell when not required.

UPC 151 To and approve a quote received for repair to the passage area roof at the Village Hall.
Resolved:  To approve the quote received from the contractor who has carried out previous works already on the roof.  
UPC 152 Update on grass cutting for large, grassed area following a meeting with the current contractor. To approve any actions/costs thereafter.
Resolved:  As the current contractor quoted the same price as they did 5 years ago it was agreed to allow the contractor to carry on and not to tender out.
UPC 153 Update on the grass cutting for the smaller grassed areas following a meeting with the Village Warden. – to approve any actions/costs thereafter.
The Clerk informed the Council the Village Warden is quite happy to carry on with the grass cutting for the smaller grassed area.  Clerk explained at the moment the Village Warden has only had a temporary full time contract until the current grass cutting contract ran out.  If the Council were to approve him to carry on with the grass cutting and extra works, watering flower barrels etc to award a full time contract due to extra works he is carrying out.
Resolved:  To award the Village Warden a full time contract of 37 hours and to review his job description.
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.

Signed Chairman ____________________________________

Date __________________________________________________
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