
MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

15th OCTOBER 2018
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm 
Two members of the public and District Cllrs Martyn Ward and Jessica Carrington were in attendance. The Chairman asked if any members of the public wished to speak or ask any questions
Mrs M Stevens asked why item 21 on the agenda was in private business.  The Clerk responded, as the item is dealing with legal and staffing issues
As no-one else wished to speak the Chairman closed the public session 6.33pm
Cllrs attending

B Mears - Chairman

A Miles

B Tallon 
C Hobson

L Pallett
L Pickin
N Goodall

P Costello 
P Mears

R Johnson 
S Pallett
P Wilson

UPC 145 To approve apologies for absence 
Resolved: Cllrs P Oxby and S Scott gave prior notice of none attendance

UPC 146 To receive disclosures by Members, of Interests in matters on the agenda
Disclosures of interest were received from Cllrs R Johnson and C Hobson on item 12 on the agenda.
UPC 147 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 17th September 2018 – see attached

The Chairman requested a show of hands to accept the minutes as a true record.

Resolved:  The minutes from the meeting of the Parish Council held 17th September 2018 having been previously circulated were approved as a true record and the Chairman proceeded to sign the minutes.

UPC 148 To approve minutes from the extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting 17th August 2018 – see attached
The Chairman request a show of hands to accept the minutes as a true record.
Resolved: The minutes from the extra ordinary meeting of Parish Council held 17th August 2018 having been previously circulated were approved as a true record and the Chairman proceeded to sign the minutes.
UPC 149 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors 
District Cllrs Jessica Carrington and Martyn Ward reported the following:
Another well attended productive litter pick took place at the Upton Country park 
Fly tipping on Harewood Lane - Pictures have been passed to WMDC 
Condition of footpaths on Tom Wood Ash and Wrangbrook Road have been passed to WMDC.

Water running into a house on Cross Street from the road.  WMDC are to investigate and look at the drainage to see if the problem can be solved.

UPC 150 To receive verbal reports from Parish Councillors - for information only and not to approve any costs/actions

Cllr P Costello – reported lead flashing being stolen from all but one property on Shinwell Drive, youths on motorbikes are congregating at the top of School Street and asked the Clerk of the where-about of 2 metal filing cupboards which belong to Friends of the Community have gone
Cllr A Miles asked if Upton Warriors are now defunked and asked about the container on the Rose Estate playing field.

Cllr L Pickin reported flytipping on Green Lane – request Clerk to place Green Lane on the agenda for the next meeting
Cllr N Goodall raised the issue of the lack of litter bins and asked Cllr S Pallett if he had contacted WMDC regarding the trashing of Upton Youth Centre

Cllr B Mears said he had read Community Minded’s manifest and he and his wife are currently seeking legal advice, and this was just to inform the members they will be hearing from his solicitor
UPC 151 Dress code for Parish Council meetings – Cllr B Mears

The Chairman asked Cllrs if they could address their attire when attending Council meetings.
UPC 152 To receive information from the Police - newsletters have been circulated to Parish Councillors

No one in attendance
UPC 153 To receive costs for lamppost Christmas trees both half and hanging. These show costs for 1, 3 and 5 years.  To approve the type of solar trees, quantity and for length of time of contract – To approve costs/actions/resolution thereafter- see attached report 

Report on Meeting with Plantscape

26th September 2018

Parish Councillors attending: B Mears – Chairman





C Hobson 





R Johnson





S Scott





Apologies received from:
P Oxby 





N Goodall – work

These are the solar trees. 
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 The smaller one is similar to a hanging basket and the larger one is a half lamp post tree.  They light for approx. 6 hours per night and they are on a timer and the Parish Council can decided what time they start from.

The meeting opened and 10.00am and various scenarios were discussed regarding Christmas lights and summer flower displays.   Plantscape will forward on to the Parish Council a quote for 1 year, 3 years and 5 years displays for both the Christmas solar lights and for hanging baskets and displays.

Please see attached quotes for Winter solar trees and Summer hanging baskets/display boxes.

 There are prices included on the first sheet for 3,4,5,6-armed metal tree to hang baskets from and a 3-metre square 3 tier planter which includes plants and a round base flower tower including flowers.  The Parish Council would have to purchase these in the first year and just pay for planting in the next year(s).  There are a number of catalogues at the Village Hall and you can also see these items on their website.
A proposal to go with the 5-year quote for 60 half tree displays was received, this was seconded. The chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  Agreed to a five-year contract for 60 solar half tree lamppost displays
UPC 145 To receive costs for hanging baskets and display boxes etc – To approve quantity, type of baskets/boxes and length of contract either 1,3,5 years.  Report is included with the previous item.

Quotes were included within the report for previous item.  A proposal to go with the 5-year quote for 120 half baskets was received, this was seconded. The chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.

Resolved:  Agreed to a five-year contract for 120 half hanging baskets displays
UPC 146 To approve costs to repair the Village Hall roof and to allow a yearly maintenance programme - see attached report and costs 
Options given to the Parish Council:

Required roof and gutter works 

Fully clean out all the buildings gutters to all elevations of all debris and dispose of as mentioned above. 

Apply base primer coat and DPR high quality fibreglass based gutter compound coating to all joint areas. All joints of all gutters will be first sealed with a DPR GRP joint. 

This system will come with a three-year guarantee, though life expectancy of 20 years plus. Guarantees are conditional upon the gutters having an annual clear of debris and silt which will build up and we have quoted for later in this report. 

£9500.00 Full works 
£4600.00 Full cleaning and repairs to bad areas only 
£1988.00 Cleaning only 
Plus vat @ 20% on all costs    
A lengthy discussion took place.  A proposal was put forward to accept the £4600.00 and to agree to the annual maintenance.  An amendment was proposed to ask what the full works entails, to forward this out to all Parish Councillors and to agree in principle to which option the majority of the Parish Councillors which to choose.  The was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.  The amendment carried.
Resolved:  Clerk to request a breakdown of what the full works are, to email Parish Councillors and to go with the majority decision as to which option to choose.
UPC 147 To approve free use of the Village Hall to Story Rhyme and On the Move Sessions. This is to use the Book Xchange from Wednesday 5th November, 9:30-10:30 and from Friday 7th November 9:30 - 11:00 in the main hall – to approve/actions/resolutions thereafter 
Resolved:  Free use was approved.
UPC 148 To approve grant application received for Fireworks only, for the Community Display held at Upton Rugby Club – see attached – yearly accounts are available to view at the Village Hall

Cllrs R Johnson and C Hobson left the room before discussions took place.  A proposal was received to approve the grant application, and this was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands
Resolved:  The amount of £500.00 for fireworks was approved
Cllrs R Johnson and C Hobson re-entered the meeting
UPC 149 To receive a report from the meeting held with the School Street Allotment holders on Monday 22nd September 2018 – see attached. To approve the cost for a large skip to be placed on School Street Allotment further to the meeting held Monday 22nd September 2018

Report from Monday 22nd September 2018

Meeting with School Street Allotment Holders

Councillors attending: B Mears – Chairman




C Hobson 




N Goodall




P Mears




P Wilson 




S Scott




P Mears

Eight members of the public attended this included School Street allotment holders.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm and thanked everyone for attending.

The Chairman opened the meeting by stating this was for the Parish Council and allotment holders to work together to improve the site and the surrounding area. All the allotment holders were quite positive and suggested various ways to improve the site.

There were three main allotments which required quite a lot of clearing-up and it was suggested the Parish Council hire a skip in approximately one month to be placed on site to allow any debris etc to be placed in the skip and to be removed.  The Clerk will write to the allotment holders with a date after this cost for the skip has been approved at the next Parish Council meeting on the 15th October 2018.  

The issue of locking the two main gates on to the site was raised and everyone seemed happy to start locking the gates from the 1st October and for the Clerk to put up notices depicting this. This will hopefully deter unlawful vehicle access and only house owners and allotment holders have access.  This will help to stop illegal fly tipping and safeguarding residents’ property both on the allotment site and private gardens.  It was also agreed old motor vehicles will be removed by the site.     


The Chairman closed the meeting at 6.47 and thanked everyone for attending and their contributions to the discussions.



Various issues were raised and discussed by Cllrs.  A suggestion was put forward that instead of a hiring a large skip it would be easier for allotment holder to have a tractor and trailer go around the site three of four times on an arranged day, so allotment holders can throw in their rubbish.  A proposal was put forward to arrange for a tractor and trailer to go around the site a number of times with a ceiling limit of £500.00, this was seconded.  The Chairman request a vote via a show of hands. 
Resolved:  The proposal was approved.
UPC 150 To receive a written report from the Clerk and Vice-Chairman regarding Parish Councils allotment sites and grazing area.

Report on the Parish Councils Allotment, grazing and stable sites for the Parish Council meeting 15th July 2018
Harewood Lane
No issues to raise regarding Harewood Lane allotment site.  I have tried to get quotes for resurfacing work to the main road way carried out but as, yet no one has visited the site.  

Recommendations:  I will get the road way measured and place this on website to advertise the work

School Street Allotments
After a recent visit it looks as though a number of the allotment holders have started to clean-up their allotments but there is still quite a lot to do.  One of the allotment holders hasn’t made any effort at all.  One of the derelict cars has been removed but there is still an old large van on site.  There is some recent fly tipping, but this could have come from the surrounding properties. The Handyman has carried out a great job clearing away the overgrown grass and shrubbery from around the edge of the site which give it a much better appearance.
The gates to the site could both do with being looked at as they have both dropped and are difficult to open and close.   

Recommendations:

· Possibly contact J&S Welding to repair the gates

· Place a notice on the van to remove within 7 days or the Police will be notified
· To suggest a letter be sent to the allotment holders to say that a significant difference has been noticed to encourage the allotment holder to carry on the good work

· To allow the Handyman to carry on keeping the site clear and to maybe do a litter pick on the fenced in section at the front of the site.

Grazing Field
Repairs to one of the entry gates onto the field is in need of repair.  Issues have been raised regarding 2 horses breaking out of the field.  A make shift repair has been carried out but a more permeant solution will be required.

Stables
The gate which leads from the stables to the field requires urgent attention.  No issues with the stables have been raised.
Recommendations:

To add this job on to the same one to repair the main road.

Resolved:  Recommended actions were approved
UPC 151 To approve the Clerk, apply for a Barclays Pre-payment card to allow the Clerk to make larger purchases on behalf of the Parish Council instead of the Clerk purchasing these then reclaiming from the Parish Council.  To approve a ceiling limit of up to £2,000.00.

The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  To approve the application and to have a ceiling limit of no more than £2,000.00
UPC 152 To approve list of payments for September/October 2018 – to follow. To approve monthly financial report for the 1st to 30st September 2018 - attached.   
Resolved:  No issues were raised, and all payments, receipts and monthly financial statement was approved. 

UPC 153 Planning matters – to follow
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
App. No: 18/02189/DEM Application Type: Demolition Notification.  Ash Grove Care Home South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2TF, Proposal: Demolition of existing care home and associated buildings.  
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
App. No: 18/01836/FUL 4 Jans Close (Land Adjacent) Pontefract West Yorkshire WF9 1PQ, Proposal: Proposed detached dwelling.

UPC 154 Correspondence – to follow
· Other information/correspondence received by email has been forwarded to all Parish Councillors 
· No written correspondence has been received

UPC 156 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting
Resolved:  Approved
The Chairman requested all recording machines are turned off for this section of the meeting.

UPC 157 To give a report and updated/outcome and on the arranged meeting regarding the previous complaint received regarding a Parish Councillor
The Chairman gave a report on a meeting held with a complainant regarding the actions of a Parish Councillor and the Chairman requested the Parish Councillor provide a written apology.  The Parish Councillor felt a written apology wasn’t needed as he had given a verbal one at the time.
UPC 158 The Clerk is requesting permission to source legal advice regarding published (written) defamatory statements made about her position as Clerk in a recent election leaflet produced, distributed and paid for by the members of Community Minded - To approve actions/costs thereafter – see attached information regarding the Defamation Act

The Clerk explained her reasons for this item on the agenda.  Various conversations took place regarding the content of the leaflet.  Cllr N Goodall requested a comment minuting made by Cllr L Pickin that he had contacted the Electoral Office and they said that having family members on a Council is not illegal, but it is immoral.  Cllr N Goodall said she would contact the Electoral Office about this statement.  Further discussions took place.  A proposal was put forward for the Clerk to source legal advice regarding her position as Clerk concerning statements made in the leaflet and this was seconded.  Cllr L Pickin requested an amendment to the proposal to the Clerk should pay for this herself, this was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands for the amendment. 6 voted for the amendment, the Chairman requested a vote for the proposal, 7 voted for the proposal.

Resolved:  The Clerk to source legal advice on the content of the leaflet.

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.48pm and thanked everyone for attending

Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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