MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD
18th November 2019
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  12 members of the public attended.

Issues raised: 

· The donation request for the South Elmsall Food Bank.  It was suggested food be bought instead of money being given.  Various Councillors responded
· The donation request for Sugar Kanes Dance School.  It was asked how many children are from Upton and North Elmsall and was Sugar Kanes a business.  Various Councillors responded.
· The amount of money paid for Christmas decorations and where they have been sited was raised by a number of members of the public and various Councillors responded.  This lead on to issues relating to School Street green, Cllr B Mears requested minuting the parking spaces on School Street green are not for private parking but for public use.
· One of the candidates for the forthcoming by-election was in the audience and a question was asked as to how to email her if anyone wanted to ask any questions.  A number of members of the public and Councillors responded.  She said she would answer any questions raised.  Further discussions took place between members of the public and Parish Councillors.  Cllr B Mears requested it minuting the ‘Chair is being very nasty tonight’.  The candidate said she would like minuting ‘she is not interested in arguing or nit-pick she just wanted the best for our village’.  Conversations carried on.  Cllr B Mears requested it minuting the Chairman is calling members of the public and members of his family rabble and he will be taking this to YLCA.
The Chairman asked if any members of the public wished to speak. As no-one wished to ask anything further the Chairman moved on the first item on the agenda for the Parish Council meeting at 7.03pm.
The Chairman requested a minute silence for Mrs Shelia Hollings who has recently passed away and she was an active member of the Benevolent Fund.

Cllrs attending

S Pallett - Chairman

P Costello - Vice-Chairman





A Miles





B Mears





B Tallon





C Drobig





J Abel 





J Miles






K Davison

M Stevens

UPC 257 To approve apologies for absence 
Apologies received from District Cllrs J Carrington and A Garbutt and M Ward.  Apologies were also received from Parish Councillors, T Walker, L Pallett and K Davison
Resolved: Apologies were noted.
UPC 258 To receive disclosures by Members, of Interests in matters on the agenda
Resolved: No disclosures were received.
UPC 259 To approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 21st November 2019 – see attached

UPC 241 – Cllr P Costello said the item to approve a Village Hall Events Committee hasn’t been placed on the agenda.  The Clerk apologised and said she would place it on the agenda for Decembers Parish Council meeting.
UPC 252 – Cllr B Tallon stated the original gala was held where the new pavilion is now.
As no other issues were raised the Chairman proposed these be accepted as a true record and this was seconded. A vote via a show of hands was requested.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 21st November 2019 after being circulated were approved as a true record.

UPC 260 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors 
No District Councillors were available at the meeting, but a written report had been received.  

Upton and North Elmsall
Litter – the areas effect have been discussed with WMDC. Litter pick took place at the Fishing Club entrance, Upton Country Park.

Land next to the school and pavilion – requests for more surface works to be carried out to improve the pot holes.

Country Park – improving walkways 
and clearing over grown paths. 

Road works – enquires into various road works and also the lights on the crossroads near the Barnsley Oak pub.

Foliage – overgrown hedges on Field Lane between Quarry Lane and Third Avenue.  Trees near Richmond Road play area have also been inspected by the Arbour Team and no safety issues have been found.  

Litter picking volunteer – District Councillors are assisting a resident in Minsthorpe to establish himself as a volunteer street warden to carry out litter picking. 

Meadow View Development – District Councillors have been working with WMDC highways regarding the adoption of the road under section 38 agreement.  Unfortunately, the roads are at present not ready to be considered for adoption as remedial work needs to be carried out by the developer and we need to get a Section 38 Agreement completed
UPC 261 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – please note this item is for information only and not to approve any actions or costs

Cllr S Pallett thanked Cllr C Drobig for his help with the Remembrance Day Service.
Cllr B Mears asked when the next litter-pick will be. 

Cllr B Tallon asked if the stone pick on School Street had been carried out.

Cllr P Costello said the firework display at Upton Rugby Ground was a good and well organised event.
UPC 262 Cllr A Miles - Upton Gala - To confirm and approve the following:
a) The date of the Gala 25th July 2020

b) Venue: Upton Rugby Club, Quarry Lane Ground

c) To set a budget for the event

Various suggestions were put forward regarding these items.  
262a) received a proposer and a seconder.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.

Resolved:  The date of 25th July 2020 was approved
262b) received a proposer and a seconder. Cllr B Tallon requested an amendment to consider other venues.  A seconder wasn’t received.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands for the proposal

Resolved:  Upton Rugby Club is to be the venue for the Gala

262c) A proposal to set £10,000.00 budget as this the first gala to be organised was received and this was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.

Resolved:  A budget be set for £10,000.00 if any further monies are required this must come back to the Parish Council.

UPC 263 Donation request received from South Elmsall Food Bank - see attached

Various scenarios were discussed, and a proposal was received to donate £300.00 and this was seconded.  A request was made to provide receipts for the £300.00.  Cllr M Stevens said the food bank doesn’t provide receipts but will send a thank you card.  This item was further discussed.  The Chairman suggested this be brought back to the Parish Council for its next meeting and to allow clarity on receipts to be sourced.  To look at the Parish Councils Grants Policy for the next Parish Council meeting.
Resolved:  Clerk to place on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting this donation request and to review the Parish Councils Grants Policy.
UPC 264 Donation request received from Sugar Kane’s Dance Academy – see attached
The Chairman said this item too should be placed on the next agenda along with the previous donation request.  A suggestion was made to contact Sugar Kane’s Dance Academy as not all requested paperwork has been received.
UPC 265 To approve DRAFT Gang Mowing grass cutting maintenance contract, and to agree to how many years for the contact 3/4/5 years – see attached

 A proposal was received to make it a 5-year contract with an added clause where the Parish Council can terminate it if work is not carried out which is stated in the contract.  A seconder was received.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved: To set this contact for a 5-year duration and to add in the clause where the Parish Council can terminate it if work which is stated in the contract is not carried out. 
UPC 266 To approve DRAFT Smaller Grassed/Garden Areas maintenance contract, and to agree to how many years for the contract 3/4/5 years – see attached.

A proposal was received to make it a 5-year contract with an added clause where the Parish Council can terminate it if work is not carried out which is stated in the contract.  A seconder was received.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.

Resolved: To set this contact for a 5-year duration and to add in the clause where the Parish Council can terminate it if work which is stated in the contract is not carried out. 

UPC 267 To consider, amend and approve the Winter Grounds Maintenance programme in consideration of recent complaints received regarding litter etc – see attached

A proposal was received to approve the draft document and to start as 1st November and to run until 31st March every year.  The proposal was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  To start the Winter Grounds Maintenance and to this from 1st November until 31st March every year thereafter

UPC 268 To consider the Parish Council remove children’s swings during winter months – for example November to March – Cllr K Davison

As Cllr K Davison wasn’t at the meeting this will be placed on the agenda for the Parish Council meeting in December
UPC 269 Woodland Trust – Tree Charter Day – Cllr P Costello – see information sent via email from YLCA – to approve any actions/costs thereafter

Cllr P Costello reported she had contacted the Woodland Trust and we could have got free trees, but they have been flooded with enquires and all the free trees have been allocated, but we could purchase trees if we wished.  They will be holding an event a Tree Charter Day in March 2020 and to look at contacting YALC again next year as there has been two areas designated within our Parish. The Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer said she had applied and had 200 free trees delivered and one of our Handymen was planting them around the grazing field.  
UPC 270 To approve costs for a taxi/minibus to bring and return to members of the Minsthorpe Tenants and Residents Association for approximately one meeting per month – see report attached 

Cllr M Stevens reported she had been to Minsthorpe swimming baths and they were happy to allow MTRA to hold their meetings in the building.  The Clerk reported the Chairman of the MTRA had contacted her and WDH have said now Farfield Court has re-opened the group can start to use this building again.  The Chairman of MTRA thanked everyone for their help.

UPC 271 To approve monthly financial reports and bank reconciliation for the 1st October to 31st October 2019 – To approve list of payments for October and November 2019 

Issues were raised regarding a payment for an overspend on the Halloween Pantomime by Cllr B Mears.  He asked why sandwiches, pork pies, etc had been purchased.  It was said these were to feed the actors.  A lengthy discussion took place and the Chairman agreed to pay the overspend out of his Chairman’s allowance.
As no further issues were raised the Chairman proposed these be approved and a seconder was received.  The Chairman request a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The monthly finance report and payments were approved 

UPC 272 To receive information from Roy Stanley Accountants and Integra – see attached

The letter and its contents were noted.

UPC 273 Planning matters – see report

APPLICATION RECEIVED

App. No: 19/02388/FUL. Address: 5 Main Street Upton Pontefract WF9 1EH, Proposal: Detached outbuilding to rear - part retrospective. 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED

None received

Resolved:  No issues were raised

UPC 274 Correspondence – see report
· Letter received from Power for People Organisation – see attached – agreed to find out more about the organisation

· Other correspondence received via email has been forwarded on to Parish Councillors

UPC 275 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Resolved:  This was actioned
UPC 276 To discuss and consider the best option for the Smaller Grassed/Garden Area maintenance contract – to allow to contractors to tender separately or to keep this as an hourly rated service

After this item was discussed at length a proposal was received for this to go to tender.  A seconder was received.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  To put this contract out to tender

UPC 277 To discuss and approve actions relating to non-payment of rents 

The Clerk informed the Parish Council no contact had been received from tenants who have not paid even after the Grazing Stable and Allotment Officer had sent out a further letter.  A proposal was received to send out a final letter to give the tenants 14 days’ notice to either pay or they will be evicted.  A seconder for the proposal was received.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.

Resolved:  To send out a letter giving 14 days’ notice to state if no money is received, they will be evicted.

UPC 278 To discuss and approve actions relating to School Street allotment site regarding allotment holders

Clerk reported notices had been placed on certain allotment plots notifying them of the Parish Councils intentions to clear the site. of the allotment to say it will be clearing the site and other plots requesting the removal of certain objects from their plots.

Resolved:  Agreed to monitor the situation

UPC 279 To discuss and approve quotes received for various works to be implemented on School Street Allotments – copy of quotes will be forwarded on before the Parish Council meeting if received.

A quote was received from T & D Contractors for clearing two allotments of all wood, old sheds and all other waste.  To clear the site of all overgrown brambles.  A suggestion was put forward from Cllr m Stevens that she could get a further quote, the Clerk explained this would now be a disadvantage for T & D Contractors as the quote received from them has now been seen.  A proposer and a seconder were received to accept the quote for the works on the School Street allotment site.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands
Resolved:  Clerk to contact T & D Contractors as the quote received for £2,600.00 was approved.
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.33pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.
Signed Chairman _______________________________________
Date __________________________________________________
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