MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
20th November 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Ten members of the public were in attendance also District Cllr R Massey attended.  The Chairman, Cllr A Miles opened the meeting at 6.30pm

One member of the public wished to speak so the Chairman opened the public session.

The lady asked for a verbal response to the letter which she had sent into the Parish Council for this meeting.  The Chairman said he will be proposing this be discussed in Private Business.  A conversation took place between the member of public and two Parish Cllrs.


Cllrs attended		A Miles - Chairman
P Costello – Vic-Chairman
B Mears 
E Farmer
				C Merrington
L Taylor
S Hodson
S Pallett

Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin
Allotment Officer – Mrs Angela Spencer


UPC 161 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Parish Cllrs A Holmes and K Wilson sent apologies and reasons for absence.  Apologies were also received from District Councillors J Carrington and A Garbutt.
Resolved: Apologies were noted.  


UPC 162 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved for Parish Cllrs K Wilson and A Holmes


UPC 163 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
163.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: No declarations of interest were received.
163.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 164 To receive and approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 16th October 2023.
Cllr S Hodson reported on his dismay about District Cllrs not attending Parish Council meetings. Cllr R Massey responded to Cllr S Hodson’ s comments.  Cllr S Hodson asked if a letter had been written to WMDC about the situation as he asked last month.  The Clerk said due to her workload she hadn’t.  Cllr S Hodson suggested a letter be written to WMDC about this situation of District Cllrs not attending Parish Council meetings.  The Chairman, Cllr A Miles and the Clerk said this had been done previously but to no avail.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 16the October 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 165 To approve the minutes and approve recommendations from the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee 6th November 2023.
Cllr P Costello spoke about the locks on the gates at School Street allotment site, whether to replace or just to leave in obeyance.  She reported that a member of the public said he would smash any locks which are put on and said she would refer it back to Parish Council.  It was agreed to leave this in obeyance for the time being. 
Resolved: The minutes and recommendations from the Allotment/Community Garden Committee meeting 6th November were approved as a true record.  It was also agreed to leave the issue of the locks for the gates on School Street allotments in obeyance.


UPC 166 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.

District Cllr Allan Garbutt sent the following report regarding questions concerning road repairs which the Chairman read out:
Common Lane is currently in the final design stages and will be ready for delivery on site shortly. Unfortunately, it may take up to 6 months to for the work to be completed, therefore in the interim, the location will be inspected, and temporary repairs actioned where necessary. 

The other locations within the ward are:
Eaton Walk
Hartley Close
Portland Place 
Tower Avenue
· Cllr S Pallett reported on the state of the road on New Lane and suggested Cllrs email WMDC directly to complain.  District Cllr R Massey gave an update on this issue and passed on the case number reference he received when he complained about this road – CASA317947.
· District Cllr R Massey reported he had chased up the enquiry by the Parish Council regarding the land opposite the Village Hall on Harewood Lane and said he got a response on the 20th Oct to say they were thinking about it. He gave a reference number for this enquiry as CAS317944.
· He reported on the free trees which are being given away and GREEN grants up to £50,000.00.
The Chairman thanked District Cllr R Massey for his report and Cllr R Massey then left the meeting.


UPC 167 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr B Mears – asked what was happening with the lamppost Christmas decorations this year?  The Chairman and the Clerk explained they have contact WMDC to check on the 60 lamppost as this would be a new contractor and unfortunately only 21 could be used, and it would cost £100.00 per lamppost to test, so the Parish Council agreed to look more into it next year due to the cost element.
Cllr P Costello said she would like to congratulate the Rugby Club on their firework display it was a great night for everyone who attended. There was a great turn out with no trouble at all and just a great event.
Cllr S Pallett gave an update on the issues with Walton Wood flytipping etc.  They have cleared a lot of rubbish which has been there for a number of years and its basically now down to just litter.  He has spoken with the owner of Walton Wood who has said he is happy for the Parish Council to do anything it can to help stop the illegal flytipping.  We just need to find the property owner for the estate at Shinwell so they can see what’s happening.
Cllr S Pallett reported on the damage to the gate at Green Lane and said due to this being damaged motor vehicles, and flytipping is increasing.  
Cllr S Pallett reported the NHS is wanting to use the library facility to provide more services to the community and on the 6th December they will provide a lifestyle coach to chat with people.
Cllr L Taylor report on flytipping on Upton Country Park where the building work is being carried out near the fishing pond.


UPC 168 to receive a verbal report by the Village Warden re: PACT meeting 19th October 2023. 
Unfortunately, the Village Warden was away from work, but gave the Parish Council a written report:
· 52 houses have been broken into in the Ward of Ackworth
· 60 attempted break-ins, this includes trying of doors and in peoples gardens.  Both the Police and I have accumulated over 100 videos which have all been viewed and a plan of action will be put place.
· Speed recorded by the Village Warden on School Street and outside the school grounds had been passed on to Highways and to the Police to look at data and to organise a place of action as and when possible.
· Day of actions is being arranged to tackle parking issues outside Upton Primary School.
· A good outcome with 3 cars taken out of our area for criminal activities and 4 motor bikes taken off the road. 


UPC 169 To discuss/approve arrangements, volunteers and costs for items required for the Pantomime - 9th December 2023. Selection boxes etc. – request received from Upton and North Elmsall Food Bank to ask if they could run a raffle at this event to raise funds for the Food Bank
Cllrs P Costello, A Miles, S Pallett L Taylor said they would be available at some point in the day.  Unfortunately, Cllr C Merrington had booked to attend a family event.
Resolved:  Cllrs to contact the Clerk if they are available and to allow Friends of the Community to run a raffle at the event to help raise funds for their food bank. To allow approx. £500.00 to purchase refreshments etc for the event.
 

UPC 170 To approve dates and where to hold the Public Consultation for Rose Estate playing field and to run concurrent with the public consultation to keep in line with the Parish Councils Standing Orders for any public spending over £15,000.00 – copy of forms attached for public to use.
Cllr S Pallett and L Taylor gave an update.  Sutcliffe Play will be producing a 3D design to be show what the new play equipment will look like.  To consider the possible date of 11th December 2023 and to display at Upton Library and the Village Hall.  All forms were approved for use. 


UPC 171 Donation request received from Upton Community Library – see attached – bank statements available to view are with the Clerk.
Cllrs A Miles – (Chairman), S Pallett and S Hodson left the room before discussions took place and Cllr P Costello acted as Chairman for this item.
Resolved:  £500.00 awarded.

Cllrs A Miles, S Pallett and S Hodson returned to the room for the rest of the meeting. The Chairman re-stated Standing Orders.


UPC 172 Donation request received from Upton Food Bank – see attached - bank statements available to view are with the Clerk. 
Resolved:  £500.00 awarded.


UPC 173 Garden Competition – possible date Sept 2024 - are any Cllrs wishing to help with the organising of the event? If none are received to approve the Allotment/Community Garden Committee open this up to request for volunteers from both allotment sites.
	13a) To approve a possible budget for the Gardening Competition and to allow 	delegated powers to be given to the Allotment/Community Garden Committee to 	use as required to organise the event including prizes, cups etc for the event.
Resolved:  Cllrs E Farmer and C Merrington have volunteered.  Also approve to give the Allotment/Community Garden Committee to organise the event.  It was agreed to allow up to £500.00 to purchase trophies etc. 


UPC 174 To allow a budget to purchase Christmas decoration for the Village Hall to cover purchase of two outside small Christmas trees and lights, extra outdoor lights, smaller inside items - approximately no more than £400.00 to 500.00.
Resolved:  Up to £500.00 approved.


UPC 175 Councillors’ items requested for this agenda.
Cllr E Farmer – to look at organising an event for D-Day 6th June 2024.
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow the Chairman of Upton History Group to speak with the Council.  He offered the services of Upton History Group for any event to be organised.
Resolved:  Cllr E Farmer will work with Upton History Group.
Cllr L Taylor – would the Parish Council consider other groups be allowed to use the Parish Council noticeboard to advertise one off event taking place in Upton and North Elmsall only.
	Resolved:  Agreed to only allow ‘one off community event only to be displayed in 	the Parish Councils notice boards.  (For example, not regular acts on at local 	clubs/pubs).


UPC 176 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st October 2023 to the 31st October 2023.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  
No issues were raised.  
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.


UPC 177 Planning matters:  - see attached list
[bookmark: _Hlk140657722]APPROVED PLANNING - 
23/01307/FUL Sewage Works, Sleephill Lane, Upton.  Erection of a Motor Control Centre Kiosk and a Two Point Ferric Sulphate Dosing Kiosk. 


UPC 178 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR

Written Correspondence – see list – Letter from a resident – agreed to discuss in private business. 


UPC 179 To approve the Allotment/Grazing and Stable Officer speaks to the Council in private business regarding item 23 and 24
Resolved:  Approved.


UPC 180 To approve the Village Warden speaks with the Council in private business regarding item 25.
As the Village Warden wasn’t in attendance the Clerk said she would speak on the issue.


UPC 181 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved.


UPC 182 To discuss/approve costs and actions thereafter regarding issues relating to requested corral on the grazing field.
This was discussed at length.
Resolved:  Costs were approved on the quote received from T & D Contractors.


UPC 183 To receive quote for building of manure, topsoil and compost bays on Harewood Lane allotment site.
Resolved:  To source a further quote.


As there were no further items to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and input.

Signed ________________________________________________
Chairman 



Date ___________________________________________________
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