MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
21st November 2022

42 members of the public attended and District Cllr R Massey.  The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm and asked if any member of the public would like to raise any issues.  Several members of the public held up their hands, the Chairman open public session.

A question was raised regarding the palisade fencing currently in storage which has been suggested to be used on School Street allotment site and the cutting down of Laurel trees on the same site.

The Parish Council received a thank you from Bless Community Services for investing in them last year and for its support.  Six further members of the public spoke on how Bless Community Services had enhanced their lives with some of the group activities they provide and were here to support the donation request made by Bless Community Services.

A question was asked about the current state of the ‘pit wheel’ and garden on Upton Country Park.  As this area was owned by WMDC and as District Cllr R Massey was attending the meeting, he said he would have a chat with the lady about the situation and offer any help he can.

The Chairman closed public session time at 6.55pm.

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		P Costello - Chairman
A Miles 
B Mears 
				C Merrington
D Welsh
E Griffin 
I Bell
J Greaves 
S McCabe 
S Pallett
S Spencer

UPC 140 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillors, S Wooldridge and K Davison. District Cllrs J Carrington and A Garbutt. 
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted.  


UPC 141 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved


UPC 142 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
142.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: Cllr P Kitching declared a pecuniary interest in item 9 on the agenda.  Cllr E Griffin also declared a pecuniary interest in item 10 on the agenda 
142.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 143 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 17th October 2022. 
No issues were raised.   Following the minutes being previously circulated; a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
 Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 17th October 2022 were approved as a true record.


UPC 144 To approve minutes from the Allotment Committee meeting 20th October 2022
No issues were raised.  The minutes having been previously circulated: a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record
Resolved:  The minutes from the Allotment Committee meeting 20th October 2022 were approved as a true record.


[bookmark: _Hlk120020201][bookmark: _Hlk119317680]UPC 145 To declare the non-attendance of a Parish Councillor for six consecutive months from the 28th April 2022 to Oct 28th 2022. To report this to WMDC Electoral Department – see information relating to this item:
[bookmark: _Hlk120020253]The Local Government Act 1972 states that when a Council Member fails to attend any       meeting for six consecutive months from the date of his last attendance, he/she ceases to be a member of the authority, unless the Council accepts a reason for the failure to attend before the six months period expires. 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact WMDC Electoral Department to declare the seat vacant.


UPC 146 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr R Massey said he had not received any updates on issues raised at the last meeting of the Parish Council.


UPC 147 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllrs S Pallett reported on the ‘Warm Spaces project with Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council, Upton Library and Community Centre, Friends of the Community and Upton Methodist Church. Also, Upton Arms public house will be contributing in some way in the very near future.
Cllr S Spence gave an update on the uploading of information on to Upton and North Elmsall History Group website.
Cllr S McCabe reported on the recent fireworks displays at Upton Rugby Club and SESKU Festival Committee which was held on Minsthorpe playing field.
Cllr P Kitching asked what Cllrs felt about the possibility of live streaming Parish Council meetings.
Cllr D Welsh reported on the current works at Upton Rugby Club with the installation of new floodlighting which the Parish Council match funded.


[bookmark: _Hlk118724904]UPC 148 Grant request received from Friends of the Community for up to £500.00 – see attached.  If you require to view other information relating to this grant request, please contact the Clerk.  Please refer to the Parish Councils Terms of Reference on the Parish Grant Scheme – included in this pack for convenience.
Cllr P Kitching left the meeting at this point.
Resolved:  Friends of the Community were awarded £500.00 (Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972).

Cllr P Kitching returned to the meeting.

Cllr E Griffin left the meeting at the point.

[bookmark: _Hlk120704168]UPC 149 Grant request received from Bless Community Services for £16,876.00 – see attached.  If you require to view other information relating to this request, please contact the Clerk. Please refer to the Parish Councils Terms of Reference on the Parish Grant Scheme – included in this pack for convenience and the Parish Councils standing orders for spending/donations/grants of £15,000.00 and above
The Chairman proposed this item be moved into private business as additional information has been received.  This received a sconder and a vote was taken.  The proposal was approved with two abstentions.
Resolved:  The item was moved into private business.


UPC 150 Request from Bless Community Services to allow free use of the Village Hall for ‘Christmas Events for the community’
· 15th December (Afternoon tea & Quiz)
· 22nd December (children Happy holiday Xmas party) 
Resolved:  Free use was approved

Cllr E Griffin returned to the meeting.


UPC 151 Update on the Community Garden project
Cllr P Costello, (Chairman) provided the following verbal report:
· Still waiting for water to be connected on site
· Planning permission has been granted for the siting of the cladded shipping container
· The polytunnel has been erected on site.
· Clerk has contacted professional companies to ask for a risk assessment to be carried out to allow groups and volunteers to create their own spaces – no response has been received to date.
· £350.00 in donations have been received from private sources.
· Upton Junior School has shown great interest in the garden but will require toilet facilities before children would be allowed on site.
· Also interested in the project is Riding for the Disabled from Snydale.
· Planting is ongoing weather permitting.
· Waiting to hear from South Kirkby recycling about soil waste to improve growing for the 10 raised beds.  Three of the raised beds have been made smaller for children for the joint project with the local school.
· Waiting to hear about grants from the Co-op store and Amazon.
Next Phase of the Community Gardens Development.
· Concentrate on developing the sensory garden.
· Site and use donated classroom/meeting room.
· Develop and build eco/allotment.
· Develop an official website for the garden.
· Develop a book on the development of the garden with photographs.
· Look at signage.
· Plan an opening event – prior to May 2023 elections.
· To apply for funding from WDH grant fund and others.
· Continue to develop and include others into the project.


UPC 152 Donation of a ‘classroom’ for the Community Garden has been received – to approve receipt of this and for it siting on the Community Garden
Cllr C Merrington gave a verbal report on the offer of the classroom from Riding for the Disabled at Snydale and said it could be sometime next year the classroom would be available. 


UPC 153 Donations amounting to £350.00 cash has been received by Cllr C Merrington for the Community Garden and he is requesting this be used to purchase children’s gardening tools. To consider approval of this.
Cllr C Merrington reported £250.00 had been donated from a resident and wished this to go to purchase children’s gardening equipment
Resolved:  Cllr Merrington’s request was approved.


UPC 154 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:
a. Cllr S Pallett – to review the Parish Councils Public Session – see attached information from Yorkshire Local Councils Association, rights of the public and electors.
Resolved:  Cllr S Pallett will bring back some suggestions to the next Parish Council meeting.

b. Cllr P Costello - to re-visit the development of the Miners Memorial Garden.
Resolved:  To place this on the Parish Councils facebook page for members of the public to leave their comments and suggestions.

c. Cllr P Costello – to consider/approve alternative use of the green palisade fencing which is to be used on School Street allotment site. To use this fencing to fence off the rear of the Community Garden.
Resolved:  This will be discussed with the newly formed Allotment Committee.

d. Cllr P Kitching – for the Parish Council to consider purchasing a tablet activity table for users of the Village Hall – information supplied with last month’s agenda pack.
Information supplied gave costs to purchase and to lease.  Cllr B Mears had to leave the meeting at this point (8.00pm)
Resolved:  Clerk to source costs for leasing a tablet activity table and to present at the next Parish Council meeting.

e. Cllr I Bell – to consider ways of eliminating misuse of Rose Estate playing field – bonfires, flytipping etc.
Clerk informed the Council, PCSO, had been involved and had cautioned the person responsible for lighting fires on Rose Estate playing field and they were carrying out extra patrols of the area.  Various suggestions were put forward. The Clerk will work with the Village Warden on this issue.

f. Cllr P Costello – to consider some form of toilet facility for the Community Garden.
Cllr C Merrington stated for school children to be allowed on site two toilet facilities will be required. 
Resolved:  To work with the Allotment Committee into looking at various options of toilet facilities, e.g. eco toilets.

g. Cllr S McCabe – to discuss the possibility of a running track around Rose Estate playing field.
To help Cllrs the Clerk supplied information previous presented to the Council on this issue, and various suggestions were discussed. 


UPC 155 To discuss and approve actions for the upgrade scheme for Rose Estate playing field and receive a report from Cllr I Bell and S Pallett following an informal meeting with Sutcliffe Play. 
Both Cllr I Bell and S Pallett reported it was a positive meeting with Sutcliffe Play and various options were discussed, such as different floor coverings and play equipment designed for children with disabilities. Cllr I Bell recommended a further informal meeting between Cllrs should be organised so this could be discussed at length.


UPC 156 Request received from the family of Cllr Stuart Wooldridge for a plaque to be placed in the Memorial Garden – see attached
Resolved:  The request was approved.


[bookmark: _Hlk115701689]UPC 157 To discuss and approve where to site the recently purchased litter bins on the old ‘Recreation Ground’
The Clerk supplied a map for Cllrs within the agenda packs.  Two areas were marked at the meeting for the Village Warden to place the bins.


UPC 158 Recommendations from the Allotment Committee to approve up to 5 allotment holders from Harewood Lane allotment site and to amend the Terms of Reference to reflect this. 
Resolved:  Recommendation was approved


UPC 159 To approve cost to hire a large skip to remove caravan from rear of Harewood Lane – approx. cost £220.00 inc VAT.  
Resolved:  Costs were approved


UPC 160 To approve costs to hire a large skip to remove wooden buildings, fencing and rubbish from two allotment plots on Harewood Lane – approximate cost £220.00 inc VAT – The allotment holder is aware they will be held responsible for the costs of clearing the plots.
To include the cost for the Village Warden clearing the site as well as the approximate cost of the skip hire. 
Resolved: Once clearance work has been completed for the Allotment Officer to bill the ex-allotment holder all incurred costs


UPC 161 To approve costs for place stone/gravel to the entrance of the grazing field – approximate cost - £800.00/900.00. – see attached photographs
Resolved:  To carry out the work as soon as possible for the welfare of the horses and the safety of horse owners.


UPC 162 To approve new model Councillor- Officer Protocol received from YLCA – see attached.
 Resolved:  Accepted and approved.

UPC 163 To confirm price of tickets for the Parish Councils Pantomime (Aladdin) on the 10th December 2022 and to confirm arrangements, volunteers, food, etc.
Resolved:  Tickets to remain at £1.00 each and to work with Cllr K Davison on her return.


UPC 164 To agree a date to hold the Finance Working Party meeting suggested date 19th December 2022 at 5.45 (prior to the Parish Council meeting).
Resolved:  Date and time was approved.


UPC 165 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st October to 31st October 2022.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices prior to signing cheques.
Resolved:  Payments, statements and reports were approved.


UPC 166 To approve Cllr C Merrington’s milage claim for the Community Garden for October 2022- £148.50 – Please contact the Clerk to view the claim form.
Resolved:  Payment approved.


UPC 167 To approve Clerks expenses and milage from April 2022 to 14th November 2022 £625.77 – Please contact the Clerk to view these prior to the meeting and they will be available to view at the meeting.
Resolved:  Payment approved.


UPC 168 To approve return of overpayment of stable and grazing rent of £300.62 to ex-tenant from Stable Block 1 – see attached breakdown 
Resolved:  Payment approved.


UPC 169 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
22/02201/FUL, Milestone Farm, Hall Lane, North Elmsall, Pontefract, WF9 2DZ
Construction of 2no. detached dwellings and conversion of barn to 1no. dwelling including cessation of agricultural use of the site, demolition of existing buildings and associated works
22/02318/FUL, Village Hall, Harewood Lane, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1JB Proposed single storey rear extension with multi-use room, kitchen and toilets.


APPROVED PLANNING 
21/02919/FUL The Orchard Farmstead, Elm Leys Farm, Royd Moor Lane, Hemsworth, WF9 1GA, Change of use of existing outbuilding to dwelling and associated extension works. 
22/01399/FUL Allotments, School Street, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1EP. Siting of shipping container for storage associated within allotment gardens 
22/01385/ 73 Walton Road, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1JD Erection of two storey dwelling with three bedrooms. 
22/00655/FUL Stone Pines, Great North Road, Wentbridge, Pontefract, WF8 3JJ Removal of existing conservatory, proposed single storey rear extension and replacement of western boundary. 
22/01653/FUL, Upton Rugby Club, Quarry Lane, Upton, WF9 1DA, Upton ARFLC 
Installation of 4no. lighting masts each with 3no. LED floodlights 


UPC 170 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
· Emails from residents  
Email from Minthorpe Community College are to carry out a long-term project on Luke Farmer to request pupils from the college work on and build bird boxes, wooden planters etc for the Memorial Garden.
Resolved:  Approved and no issues were raised.

· Information relating to Rialtas Business Solutions being taken over by Harris – Noted.
· Information from CAB as to the extra costs for the service for 2023. – Noted.

· Messages from Facebook
None received.


UPC 171 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved 
[bookmark: _Hlk68073712][bookmark: _Hlk75935212]

UPC 172 To approve National Salary Award 2022 – 2023 for all members of staff – in keeping with the NJC – see attached information.
Resolved:  Pay award was approved.

Cllr E Griffin left the meeting at this point.

UPC 173 Item 10 on the agenda moved into private business:
Grant request received from Bless Community Services for £16,876.00 – see attached.  If you require to view other information relating to this request, please contact the Clerk. Please refer to the Parish Councils Terms of Reference on the Parish Grant Scheme – included in this pack for convenience and the Parish Councils standing order for spending/donations/grants of £15,000.00 and above
[bookmark: _Hlk120786364]Following discussions, a proposal was received to donate £748.00 and to allow free use of the Main Hall in the Village Hall.  A seconder was received, a vote was taken via a show of hands.  This was approved with one abstention.
Resolved:  £748.00 was awarded due to a request for funding received from 3 of Bless Community Service’s separate groups. (Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972).  To allow free use of the Village Hall’s main hall and continued free use of the Book Xchange.



Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.15pm




Signed Chairman      _____________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________
 




8

