
MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

19th NOVEMBER 2018
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm and welcomed Mrs Margaret Stevens to the Parish Council.  
Four members of the public and were in attendance. The Chairman asked if any members of the public wished to speak or ask any questions
K. A. Rower raised issues over youth provisions during the winter months.  It was suggested to place this on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting and for Parish Councillors to maybe bring some ideas forward.

K Sedgwick raised issues with cars leaving Upton Country Park in the early hours and dog fowling – Clerk to contact District Cllrs

As no-one else wished to speak the Chairman closed the public session 6.53pm
Cllrs attending

B Mears - Chairman

A Miles

B Tallon 
C Hobson

L Pallett
L Pickin

M Stevens
N Goodall

P Costello 
P Oxby

P Mears

P Wilson

R Johnson 

S Pallett
S Scott
UPC 159 To approve apologies for absence 
Resolved: District Cllrs Martyn Ward and Jessica Carrington and Allan Garbutt gave prior notice of non-attendance.  
UPC 160 To receive disclosures by Members, of Interests in matters on the agenda
Disclosures of interest were received from Cllr P Wilson for item 8 on the agenda
UPC 161 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 15th October 2018 – see attached
Cllr P Costello raised various issues regarding the accuracy of the minutes. Cllr L Pickin raised issues concerning Private Business and the minuting of them.  Discussions regarding various aspects of the minutes took place.  The Chairman proposed the minutes be accepted as they stand.  Cllr P Costello proposed an amendment, these minutes are not accurate, this was seconded.  Cllr L Pickin requested a second amendment which is to use the voice recording available to check before they are approved.  A vote was taken on the second amendment with a show of hands.  After some confusion Cllr P Costello withdrew her amendment in favour or Cllr L Pickin’s amendment.  The Chairman requested a show of hands for the proposal, to except the minutes as they stand as a true record.  Cllr P Costello went on to question the minutes from the Finance Working Party regarding the Clerk claiming petrol allowance for a journey to Country Baskets and Ackworth Garden Centre. Cllr L Pickin also questioned two cheque payments made to Cllr N Goodall for items from Country Baskets and for books for the book Xchange as there is a ‘family connection’ with the Clerk and Cllr N Goodall.  A further exchange between Parish Councillors took place. Cllr N Goodall said she would produce invoices for the purchases.  For clarity the Chairman requested again a proposer and seconder to approve the minutes as they stand and then requested any amendments to the proposal.  As no amendments were proposed the Chairman requested a vote to approve the minutes via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The minutes from the meeting of the Parish Council held 15th October 2018 be accepted as they stand having been previously circulated were approved as a true record and the Chairman proceeded to sign the minutes.

UPC 162 To receive a report from the Finance Working Party meeting held Monday 12th November 2018 - To approve any actions/cost thereafter
Due to the confusion and the Chairman having to use the gavel to bring the Parish Council meeting to order during the previous item, this agenda item was not discussed, so will be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting
UPC 163 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors 
As there were no District Cllrs at the meeting, District Cllr Jessica Carrington sent in a written report.
Footpath – work started w/c 12th November on a footpath across the field behind the Minsthorpe Leisure Centre, this will provide a quicker path across the field area and be better under foot.
Skate Park Minsthorpe – a meeting is due to take place with the developer on 21st November and the possible estimated start date maybe late January 2019.
Upton Country Park – ongoing grant being processed for measured walks around the country park.

Fly tipping – on going issues and thanks to WMDC Street Scene for continued support in removing the rubbish.

Drains and gullies – blocked drains and gullies on Minsthorpe Lane, these will be cleaned w/c 3/12/18

UPC 164 To receive verbal reports from Parish Councillors - for information only and not to approve any costs/actions

Cllr C Hobson reported on the Rockabilly Event 17th November 2018 and said everyone enjoyed it.  

Cllr C Hobson reported the Pantomime tickets were selling really well and that there were only 80 left from the three scheduled shows

Cllr P Costello gave an update on the stolen flashing from flats on Shinwell Drive.  

Cllr P Costello also reported on a window in one of the bungalows on Walton Road which had been shot at by pellet gun.  Cllr N Goodall said she has had the same done to her window
Cllr P Costello reported on the Fireworks Display and said this was well attended and everyone enjoyed it.  There was just an issue with parking as WMDC have stopped the use of the Swimming Baths car park for the event.

Cllr P Costello said the Village Hall looked great for the Memorial Service on Sunday 11th November 2018. Cllr C Hobson asked Cllr N Goodall what the total money raised from the sale of cakes and buns which she baked for the event.  The total was over £82.00 for the poppy appeal.

Cllr P Costello reported Community Minded supporters group have successfully secured funds of £2739.99 from Live Well Wakefield to do courses to improve people’s social situations and mental health at UNEF Library Facility.
Cllr P Costello reported the glass on the noticeboard on Ash Grove has been damaged

Cllr R Johnson reported the dog bin on Rose Estate has been emptied.

Cllr L Pickin stated Green Lane has not been placed on the agenda so could this be on the agenda for next month.
Cllr L Pickin raised issues with a banner which the Labour Parish Cllrs has been placed on School Street regarding the re-development as the Parish Council is a corporate body. This opened up a lengthy discussion.  
Cllr L Pickin asked if issues with the wrong siting of the Christmas tree has been dealt with.

Cllr L Pickin said he would be hissed and booed and welcomed Margaret Stevens to the Parish Council and noted that the Chairman has already welcomed her to the Parish Council.  A heated exchange prevailed as the Chairman requested Cllr L Pickin retract his opening statement, Cllr L Pickin agreed to retract his opening statement.  Cllr L Pickin went on to say even though the leaflet for Margaret has touched a nerve with Cllrs, it obviously struck a chord with parishioners.  Cllr C Hobson said ‘so it ok to slate people then’?    Cllr P Mears requested it minuting that she said Cllr L Pickin is a disgrace.  
Cllr B Tallon requested the Clerk contact WMDC to request the sweeper clear the bottom part of School Street.  The Clerk requested he email her, and she can forward this on to the District Councillors.

Cllr B Tallon also raised issues regarding 30 mile an hour speed signs on ‘Bobby’s Corner’.  Clerk requested he add this to the email regarding his previous issue.

Cllr M Stevens said she had noticed the food bank basket is fulling up which is a good thing but why was this not taken up by your 4 and half years ago when she approached the Council.  The Clerk responded ‘she was approached about 2 and half to three years ago by a Gentleman from the food bank but there wasn’t a lot of public interest at that time. Later, Cllr P Kitching tried to promote this when she was on the Parish Council’.  
Cllr S Scott asked if anything had been done about the youth shelter on Upton Country Park

UPC 165 Application for grant received from Friends of the Community for ‘Upton in Bloom’ – see attached - bank statements and Constitution are available to view at the Village Hall prior to the meeting.  To approve any costs/actions thereafter
The Clerk informed the meeting a previous application from the same group for ‘Upton in Bloom was received for the Parish Council meeting July 16th, 2018 so this now brings into action Section 7a and of the Parish Councils Standing Orders. A discussion took place.  Cllr L Pickin proposed this be brought back to the Parish Council in December to approve the figure requested by Friends of the Community by having 8 Parish Councillors approve the special motion.  This was seconded. Cllr N Goodall requested an amendment that the Parish Council contact Friends of the Community to organise a meeting, so this can be discussed by both parties and ideas can be put forward.  This was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote for the amendment via a show of hands and then for the proposal.  The amendment carried.
Resolved:  Mrs Sedgwick from Friends of the Community said she would report this back to the members next Monday.  Clerk to contact Friends of the Community to arrange a meeting to discuss ‘Upton in Bloom’.
UPC 166 To approve the loan agreement or any changes for the wood cladded container - please see attached 

Cllr P Wilson left the meeting prior to any discussions taking place.  Discussions took place.
A proposal was seconded to accept the loan agreement.  An amendment was proposed and seconded to see sight of Upton Warriors accounts.  The Chairman requested a vote on the amendment via a show of hands and then for the proposal.

Resolved:  To approve the loan agreement between Upton Warriors and the Parish Council.
Cllr P Wilson re-entered the room.
UPC 167 To clarify who checks on the defibrillators we have in place at, the Village Hall, Upton Arms, Minsthorpe Community College and Brookside Garage – Cllr P Costello

Cllr S Pallett checks Upton Arms defib, the Clerk checks the one at the Village Hall, the Caretaker at Minsthorpe Academy checks the one at the School and Cllr P Wilson will check the one at Brookside Garage.  The will send out a monthly email to remind everyone.
UPC 168 To receive the returned Annual Return for the financial year April 1st, 2017 to March 31st 2018 - copy to follow

An email received from Littlejohns stating, ‘Littlejohns have no further queries, subject to the final review’.
UPC 169 To receive a written report from the Clerk and Vice-Chairman regarding Parish Councils allotment sites and grazing area.

Harewood Lane
It has been noticed over the last few months that the skips on the site are being used by some of the allotment holders to bring their personal household rubbish and the skip hire firm are having to deal with rubbish other than that from the allotment site.

To recommend the skips be removed and only placed on at strategic times during the growing season.
School Street Allotments

Some allotment holders have started to clear their allotments which is showing a vast improvement but one or two have not been touched.  A tractor and trailer has been arranged to go around the site next Saturday for the allotment owners to throw on their own rubbish.

Grazing Field
Some fencing has been made more secure so as to keep the horses safe.  A meeting is to be arranged with the horse and stable owners.  A date is to be confirmed.

· Clerk informed the meeting the date arranged for the meeting concerning stables and grazing issues will be held on Tuesday 27th November 2018 in the Village Hall and commence at 5.30pm
Stables
There was a problem regarding a horse getting stuck behind a stable.  To rectify this fencing has been placed around the stables to stop any horse getting access.  A notice has also been placed in both stable areas to state that no horse must be left to roam in the stable area.

Resolved:  No issues raised
UPC 170 To approve costs for checking of new lampposts with WMDC to support the new Christmas solar Christmas trees – (please note this item may not be required)

Clerk gave an update as to where the Parish Council were to date with the Christmas solar trees and the siting of them.
UPC 171 To approve list of payments for October/November 2018 – to follow. To approve monthly financial report for the 1st to 31st October 2018 - attached.   

A proposal to approve the payments and report was received this was seconded.  The Chairman asked for any amendments. No amendments were received.  Cllr A Miles requested information as to what donation has been received by Quarry Lane?  It was explained this is part of the ongoing match funding for £16,000.00 made in 2016.  Cllr L Pickin requested the Clerk/RFO email out what the Parish Council has in reserve cash as he didn’t understand the report. The Clerk explained all the balances are shown on individual sheets.  The Chairman requested he emailed the Clerk to make an appointment, so this could be explained to him.  The Chairman also stated he was invited to the Finance Working Party meeting last Monday where all bank statements etc was on there for all to view.  Chairman requested the Clerk email Cllr L Pickin with the Parish Councils bank balances and to also remind him of the dates when the Finance Working Party meetings are.
UPC 172  Planning matters – to follow
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
App. No: 18/01960/FUL Address:  12 Ruby Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1FA, Proposal:  Erection of a wooden climbing frame to the rear (retrospective).
App. No: 18/02268/FUL Address: Farfield Court  Hillside Court South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2UR, Proposal: Three new residential apartments, external upgrading works to existing building including alterations to main entrance, installation of new canopy and alterations to access ramp, external decorations, rendering, replacement of all windows and doors, re-roofing and replacement of fascia and soffits, landscaping, resurfacing, extended communal patio, access footpaths, new external bin compound, resurfacing of existing car park, new external ramps and steps to existing entrances, internal remodelling of existing flats and communal areas, installation of new internal lift, installation of flues and external condenser units. 

App. No: 18/02305/FUL Application Type: Full Application. Address: Wrangbrook Grange Farm Upton Pontefract West Yorkshire WF9 1LN.  Proposal: Change of Use of Agricultural Building to a Dwelling house (C3), introduction of extension(s) with associated material alterations. 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED
App. No: 18/01836/FUL Address: 4 Jans Close (Land Adjacent) Pontefract West Yorkshire WF9 1PQ, Proposal: Proposed detached dwelling. 

App. No: 18/01653/FUL Address: 14 Harewood Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1JB , Proposal: Dropped kerb to front. Applicant
UPC 173 Correspondence – to follow
· Other information/correspondence received by email has been forwarded to all Parish Councillors 
· Invite to present the Upton and North Elmsall award for French on the 6th December at Minshorpe Community College.  Cllr P Wilson will represent the Parish Council.  Cllr L Pallett said he would also like to attend

· Thank you, letter, received from The Methodist Church for the free use on Saturday 20th October 2018
UPC 174 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting
Not required
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.54pm and thanked everyone for attending

Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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