MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING

18th November 2024
The Chairman, Cllr P Costello opened the meeting at 6.30pm. Five members of public, the Parish Councils Village Warden, Paul Wilson and Allotment Officer Mrs Angela Spencer were in attendance.
Chair thanked the Village Warden for his report and suggested if any questions were to be asked these are asked in private business.
A public session was requested and four members of the public requested to speak.

The first member of public requested to speak on items 9, 10 and 21 and recognised item 21 was in private business but wished to speak on this item as he had some helpful information.  The Chairman said she would be bringing item 9 forward as he was leaving early and to speak on item 10. 

Item 10 - the member of public felt that this would be a waste of taxpayers money for tools which are to be bought and not used, and gave reasons why he felt this way. Discussions took place on this issue with Cllrs and the member of public.
Item 21 – the new bays on Harewood Lane allotments have been put in place to store woodchip, soil improver/compost and he explained about vermin control.  He felt if green waste was to be stored and if allotment holders also contributed to the waste, it would only make the vermin problem worse.  This issue was discussed at length with Cllrs. 

Item 9 - He explained how he had been involved with the eco allotment from day one with helping with grass cutting etc and he had carried out small jobs on Harewood Lane allotment site for approx. two years.  This item too was discussed with Cllrs. 
An allotment holder from School Street allotment site gave an update on how his allotment and his neighbouring allotment holder were clearing their sites.  He gave a report on the shed he had removed from his site.  He spoke on an allotment he had with his brother which houses pigeons and explained about the state of some of the wooden lofts and sheds.  The Chairman thanked him and said it had been noticed for the clearance work and they were aware of the racing season starting in April.

The Village Warden spoke on item 10 and explained the situation regarding the request for tools.

Item 12 the Village Warden brought in the room the broken tub swing to show the Parish Council the damage to the seat.

Item 21 he spoke on why he had requested to use one of the bays on Harewood Lane for green waste.

Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and requested Councillors who wished to ask any questions regarding the written report the Village Warden had submitted at the meeting to do this in private business.  Public session was closed, and she proceeded with the Parish Council meeting.  
Cllrs attending

P Costello - Chairman

L Taylor – Vice Chairman

A Miles

B Mears

C Merrington

E Jones

K Wilson

P Dainty

S Pallett

Clerk and RFO Ms P Kitchin





















UPC 154 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Resolved:  Apologies received from, Cllrs S Hodson and E Farmer

UPC 155 To approve reasons for absence.

Resolved:  Reasons for absence was approved for absent Cllrs.

UPC 156 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  

156.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.

Resolved:  None were received.

156.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensations.

Resolved:  None were received.

UPC 157 To approve draft minutes from the Parish Council meeting 21st October 2024.
Cllr K Wilson asked why was fencing around School Street allotment on the agenda again. Clerk reported unfortunately this has fell through with the contractor. Chairman asked the Clerk if a letter had been sent regarding the leaflet as she had some further information given to her about the situation.  Clerk reported due to the workload last month this has not be done yet but hopefully this can be complied and sent in the next week or two.
Resolved:  The minutes after being circulated from the Parish Council meeting 21st October were approved as a true record.

UPC 158 To approve draft minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden meeting 4th November 2024. 
To add Cllr C Merrington to the attendance list.  Cllr K Wilson requested clarity on ACC 59 ‘needles’.  The Chairman explained this was to request a needle tub just in case there is any found. The Village Warden said he would if required attend a training course.  
Resolved:  The minutes after being circulated from the Parish Council Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting held 4th November 2024 were approved as a true record.
UPC 159 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.

No District Cllrs were in attendance.  The Clerk said issues they are dealing with funding of seats and BMX track are on the agenda.
UPC 160 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr A Miles asked who attended the PACT meetings and were there any Police Officers.  The Village Warden responded to say PCSO’s, two PC’s sometimes schools attend and Cllrs both Parish and District.  Cllr A Miles also asked for information on how many arrests has taken place in our village for drug dealing.  The Village Warden said he would source this information.
Cllr B Mears mentioned the use of tablets to stop the amount of paperwork being sent out to Cllrs. 
Cllr P Dainty mentioned issues regarding actions concerning a resident of Upton and North Elmsall as it is upsetting a number of residents with her actions and facebook posts.

Cllr S Pallett reported broken noticeboard which has been left outside the Upton Arms public house.
Cllr A Miles reported that potholes on Common Lane are being marked so hopefully road repairs will follow.

Cllr P Costello reported on the firework display at Upton Rugby Ground and said it was a great event.
Cllr P Costello said the Remembrance Sunday saw a great turn out again this year and requested a thank you letter be sent to the Methodist Church and to JJK Cleaning Services to thank them for cleaning the memorial floor free of charge.  She also mentioned the temporary wooden plaque for Mr Mannifield which was placed on the Cenataph and that something should be arranged for when the original granite plaque is ready to be mounted.

Cllr P Costello reported on the pictures she has received from Upton and North Elmsall History Group to be placed on canvas and would be showing the Benevolent Fund on Friday.
Cllr L Taylor reported on Liverbuddies arranged with Bless Community Services at the Village Hall.  She reported the turn out from the public was overwhelming and a further date is being arranged for some time after Christmas.
Cllr S Pallett said the current Youth Club at Upton Library and Community Centre was growing from strength to strength and is really well attended.

UPC 161 Update on BMX track on Upton Country Park – see email previously sent to Cllrs

Update on this project is the Community Coordination and Engagement Officer will have a chat with Street Scene regarding costs for Minsthorpe and Thornes Park skate parks to get an idea of costs.
UPC 162 To approve Mr Steven Spencer as a Parish Council volunteer.
Resolved:  No issues were raised; it was approved for Mr Spencer to be a named volunteer of the Parish Council.
UPC 163 To request the Parish Council consider purchasing tools to allow the Village Warden to carry out works for the Council.  From his first day of employment 1st Oct 2021, the Village Warden has used his own tools, but these are now coming into disrepair – see enclosed wish list.

Following discussions, a vote was taken to allow the Village Warden to purchase £2,000.00 of tools which he felt he required to allow him to carry out his duties.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.  All agreed with the amount to purchase with two abstentions to purchase a chainsaw.  The Village Warden had brought to the meeting his City and Guilds for use and maintenance of chainsaws which had been previously requested.
Resolved:  The Village Warden allowed a budget of £2,000.00 to purchase the tools he requires to allow him to carry out his duties.

UPC 164 Update on funding request for seat/picnic benches for Rose Estate from WMDC District Cllrs.

Clerk reported she had contact WMDC to inform them of the request to make the concrete base lower into the ground to allow the grass to grow over the top and was just waiting to hear back from WMDC.
UPC 165 Replace swing on School Street play area – To consider a different style of nest seat.  To approve costs.

The Clerk had the cost to replace the rubber nest seat on School Street recreation area and the cost for a similar seat which had just been fitted at Rose Estate.

Resolved:  It was agreed to purchase the same nest seat as on Rose Estate playing field due to this being the cheaper and better alternative.

UPC 166 Request received from Friends of the Community - to volunteer to help with refreshments and food at the Parish Councils Pantomime and be allowed to put on a raffle to raise funds for the Food Bank.

Resolved:  No issues were raised and to thank Friends of the Community for their support.

UPC 167 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:
a. Cllr E Farmer – Exercise equipment for School Street green – As Cllr E Farmer was not in attendance to place this on the agenda for the next meeting of the Parish Council.

b. Cllr C Merrington – Received a request to place a memorial bench in the Community Garden.

No issues were raised but it was asked the Cllr C Merrington confirm if the person requesting this will be pay installation costs of if this would be down to the Parish Council.

c. Cllr P Costello - To fence of the School Street allotment site as soon as possible.
Resolved:  To leave in obeyance.

d. Cllr P Costello – Update on Miners Memorial Garden

Cllr P Costello reported on a meeting between herself, Cllrs L Taylor and C Merrington on the Miners Memorial Garden and will email into the Clerk a list of works which they would like to see carried out.

UPC 168 To approve the updated Financial Regulation which will replace the Financial Regulations 2019.
Resolved:  The updated Financial Regulation 2024 were approved. 
UPC 169 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st October 2024 to 31st October 2024.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors prior to the meeting.  

Resolved: As no issues were raised the accounts were approved.
UPC 170 Planning matters:  - see attached list.
No planning matters had been received for Upton and North Elmsall

UPC 171 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR.  Please note all other email correspondence is forwarded to Councillors.
No other correspondence had been received. 
UPC 172 To agree to exclude the public and press in the view that publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business or arising out of the business about to be transacted.  (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960).
Resolved:  Approved. 
The Chairman asked the Village Warden to stay for Private Business to allow Cllrs to ask question on the report he had submitted.

UPC 173 To receive quote to install the new seat for the Miners Memorial Garden and to re-site one already on the garden - to approve actions/costs thereafter
Resolved:  To allow T & D Contractors as per quote up to £375.00 to site the new bench on a concrete base on the Miners Memorial Garden.

UPC 174 To receive quote for green waste removal - grass cuttings, leaves etc – see attached list from WMDC – to approve actions/costs thereafter.
This was discussed at length and prices were considered from WMDC and to use Denby Dale recycling centre due to Renewi not taking green waste.

Resolved:  To order a 110 Litre green wate bin from WMDC – cost is £529.62 exc VAT per year for a fortnightly collection.  To be sited at the Village Hall.

UPC 175 To receive quote to spray paint the grey pit tup on the Miners Memorial Garden – to approve costs/actions thereafter.
Due to the extreme cost of spray painting it was asked of the Village Warden if he could carry the painting of this when the weather conditions are better.

Resolved:  Approved for the Village Warden to carry out the work when the weather conditions are better.

UPC 176 To receive quote to replace kitchen work tops and install a further set of taps.
Quote received from Mr Mitchell for the works.

Resolved:  Approved costs of £985.00.

UPC 177 To receive quote to install dimmer switches for use in the mail hall.
Resolved:  Quote accepted from Mowbray Electrics to supply and fit 12 new LED lights and dimmers £1812.00 exc VAT.
UPC 178 To receive a report from the Allotment Officer following a meeting on Sunday 3rd November 2024.
The report was noted.

UPC 179 To receive a report from the Allotment Officer on how the redevelopment of School Street allotments would be of benefit to the community.

The report was noted.

UPC 180 To receive a quote to produce a 3D effect of the School Street allotment site to show how it would look following re-development.
Resolved:  The quote received from Michael Palmer was approved for £150.00.

UPC 181 To approve letter and scope of works for School Street redevelopment.

a. To amend/agree/approve actions in the scope of works - to recommend Cllrs visit the site prior to the meeting so you are aware of the works required or contact the Allotment Officer and Clerk for a site visit.
To approve the following:
b. Issue of list of works to contractors – (date)
c. Closing date for contractor submissions – (date)
d. Selection date of contractor – (date)
This item was discussed at length along with what allotment holders have requested and various suggestions were put forward.  A proposal was put forward to not allow the old garage to remain for storage as requested and to keep the Oak tree and large Fir tree in situ.  
Resolved:  To keep both the Oak tree and the large Fir tree in situ.  To remove the old garage from the site. To also call a meeting to discuss further.
The Chairman invited Cllrs to ask questions if they had any on the report the Village Warden had submitted.  
Following this item the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm. 
Signed Chairman ____________________________________

Date __________________________________________________
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