 MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

16th November 2015 
The Chairman, Cllr L Pickin opened the meeting at 7.00pm.  10 members of public attended 
Public session requested.

Mrs Wheat – Raised concerns regarding the mud which runs from the entrance to Walton Wood when there is excessive rain/snow etc.
Agreed for the Clerk to contact the District Cllrs 

Cllr B Mears raised issues of the complaints he had received regarding the bad state of the Christmas tree which has been sited on across from the Upton Arms public house

Agreed for the Clerk to contact WMDC 

Mr T Davies – Asked why wasn’t a member of the public brought to order when Cllr A Davies was being verbally abused in public session – Chairman stated he stands by his actions and spoke to Cllr A Davies after the incident when she thanked him for his actions
Mr C Wheat – Asked why he had not received any information regarding his written complaints sent in to the Parish Council almost 12 months ago. Cllr B Mears read out a section from minutes received from the Employment/Staffing Committee that all complaints had been dealt with.
The Chairman closed public session at 7.20pm
Cllrs attending

L Pickin – Chairman

D Gillatt – Vice-chair

S Pallett
L Pallett

P Kitching

A Davies

N Goodall

B Mears

C Hobson

B Tallon

P Mears

R Johnson 

E Clamp 

Due to the Clerk not being in attendance Cllr N Goodall was approved to take the minutes of the meeting. 
UPC 231 To approve apologies for absence 

Resolved: 

Cllr A Gillatt - illness




Cllr P Costello - holiday

UPC 232 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Resolved: None received
UPC 233 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Resolved:  None received
UPC 234 To approve amended as requested minutes from the Parish Council meeting Monday 19th October 2015 
Cllr Pickin requested the minutes are deferred due to legalities regarding the certain items on the agenda.  An email has been sent to the Clerk today requesting information from YALC concerning minute UPC 211, UPC 220 and UPC 221.  Chairman asked for a show of hands regarding deferring the minutes until information from YLCA had been received.  A vote was taken.
Resolved:  To not defer the minutes

The Chairman stated he had amendments to the minutes which he wanted noting.
UPC 192 Chairman said he requested it noting he had an interest and to note he has an approved dispensation in the item
UPC 211 mentioned in earlier discussion - to be noted
UPC 217 to include it was passed to purchase a trolley
UPC 220 mentioned in earlier discussion – to be noted

UPC 221 mentioned in earlier discussion – to be noted
UPC 223 It was resolved to purchase three defibrillators first before sourcing places where to site them
Resolved:  The minutes of the meeting with the approved amendments were agreed as a true record.  The Chairman to sign later after amendments have been made
UPC 235 To approve minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee 2nd November 2015 see attached 

VHFC 52 to add in addition to all items already approved
VHFC 54 To also alarm response to be set at all times and needs to be directing to volunteer Cllrs at all times
Resolved:  The minutes were approved as a true record
UPC 236 To approve outstanding minutes from old Employment/Staffing Committee dates of meetings 7th August, 21st August, 4th September, 18th September 2015 
Cllr P Kitching requested it minuting she is requesting these minutes are not approved due to lack of information received.  Chairman asked if the Parish Council are going to approve the minutes
Resolved: Not approved  

UPC 237 To approve minutes from the new Employment/Staffing Committee meetings dated 26th October 2015

Cllr L Pickin requested it minuting he abstained from voting

Resolved: The Minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee were approved

UPC 238 To receive reports from Wakefield District Councillors
Due to all District Councillors attending a meeting in Wakefield no report was given

UPC 239 To receive Parish Councillors written reports and any urgent matters 
Cllr B Tallon gave a verbal report on visual tyre marks on School Street playing field
UPC 240 To receive reports from the Police Representative
As there was no Police representative at the meeting the Chairman moved on to the next item on the agenda
UPC 241 To receive computerised Financial Committee Report for September and October 2015 showing payments, receipts, bank reconciliation from UNEF – please contact the Clerk if you require a copy

Resolved:  The accounts were noted
UPC 242 To report any update(s) and to approve any actions regarding the Parish Council accounts for the year 1st April 2013 to 31st March 2014 and for the year 1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015
Chairman stated the Council had a copy of correspondence of the letter sent to the complainant regarding the 13/14 accounts.  Chairman said he had spoken to Littlejohns that day to ask if the letter could be put in to the public domain.  Littlejohns said due to personal information in the letter and it was a copy this could not be placed in the public domain.  It could have been put in the public domain if the Council had been found in any way accountable but we haven’t and we have been completely asonorated and the bill so far is £3820.00 plus VAT.  The matter regarding 14/15 where there are two complaints has not yet been resolved.
UPC 243 Written notice for a special motion to rescind Minute UPC 38 Election of Finance and Village Hall Committee agreed at the Parish Council meeting held 20th May 2015.  The eight members propose the following: 
To split the Finance and Village Hall Committee, the Village Hall section to be included within the new Community Development Working Party and the Finance section to become The Financial Working Party and to consist of all Parish Councillors.
The Chairman requested it noting that a small minority of Cllrs raised concerns with protocol regarding this issue.  Cllr B Mears asked if the Cllrs would like to be mentioned who wishes to raise concerns.  The Chairman named, Cllr S Pallett, Cllr L Pallett, Cllr P Costello, Cllr A Gillatt, Cllr B Tallon, Cllr D Gillatt and the Chairman
Resolved:  To approve the special motion 
UPC 244 To approve Terms of Reference for the new Financial Working Party
The Chairman requested it noting the same seven Cllrs have the same concerns regarding this issue
Resolved:  This was approved 
UPC 245 To nominate and approve a Chairman as per the Terms of Reference for the new Financial Working Party
The Chairman requested it noting the same seven Cllrs have the same concerns with protocol regarding this issue
Resolved:  Cllr B Mears was elected

UPC 245 To approve Terms of Reference for the new Community Development Working Party – see attached
The Chairman requested it noting the same seven Cllrs have the same concerns regarding protocol this issue
Resolved:  This was approved

UPC 246 Request from South Kirkby and Moorthorpe Town Council to ask the Parish Council to consider making a contribution to next year’s summer play scheme – see attached report

Resolved:  Agreed in principle subject to further information to donate £2,000.00

UPC 247 To confirm arrangements for the purchasing of sweets etc for the Pantomime 12th December 2015 – Cllrs R Johnson and P Kitching

Resolved: Sweets to be purchased from sale of tickets.  All left over sweets to be shared between Sure Start and the Upton Parent and Family Group.  Tea, coffee etc to remain in the Village Hall for all user groups
UPC 248 To consider and approve two small Christmas trees and Christmas outside lights for the Village Hall 

Trees approved to ask the electrician to install lights possible solar lights
UPC 249 £210.02 is remaining from the donation of £2,000.00 made by the Parish Council for the Fun Day event 18th July 2015 granted to Friends of Upton Country Park, would the Parish Council want this amount returning or alternatively allow the Friends of Upton County Park to use this towards next year’s Fun Day event – see attached copy of the balance sheet.

Resolved:  Agreed for Friends of Upton Country Park to keep the remaining funds and to use towards next year’s Fun Day.

UPC 250 To approve a Joint Working Agreement to be made concerning Parish Council land to the rear of 1 to 23 Harewood Lane and property owners from 1 to 23 Harewood Lane  - see attached report from Cllr B Mears

Resolved:  All points raised in the report to be placed in the Joint Working Agreement and for one to be posted to all residents to sign from 1 to 23 Harewood Lane.

UPC 251 To approve the following changes to the Parish Councils Standing Orders as requested at the last Parish Council meeting: The Parish Council meetings to start at 6.30pm and to allow up to 30 minutes public session at the start of the meeting 
Resolved:  Changes approved

UPC  252 Consider and approve recommendation from School Street Allotment Committee for annual maintenance of front grassed area. Quote provided by streetscene
Chairman gave a verbal quote of £250.00 plus VAT
Resolved:  Not to approve or consider anything yet but to bring back to Council

UPC 253 Consider and approve recommendation from Environment Committee fitting of gate to lane/track to rear of Cross Street and Tom Wood Ash Lane.
Resolved: To take no action at the moment and to recommend to the person(s) who have complained about flytipping to contact WMDC 
UPC 254 Consider and approve cost of funding Bell Street Allotment Group via Roythornes Solicitors if positively advised for negligence claim against Maurice Smith Solicitors regards Bell Street Allotments Lease -  Cllr L Pickin
Resolved: Agreed in principle pending further information received from Roythornes Solicitors and YLCA
UPC 255 To update the Parish Councils Financial Regulations using the template provided by NALC 
Cllr P Kitching requested in minuting she abstained from voting

Resolved:  Clerk to update Financial Regulation accordance with the Parish Councils current Standing Orders and to bring back to the Parish Council for final approval.

UPC 256 Update (if any) on defibrillators re owner’s permission etc 

 Resolved:  Cllr B Tallon to inform the Clerk of the locations proposed.
UPC 257 To approve cost of £595.00 for the yearly gas inspection to be carried out - See attached costs/quote for recommended work from that report

Resolved:  Cost approved for yearly gas inspection.  

With regards to the replacement broken heater in the office, Clerk to check if the heater is still under guarantee and if the broken part can be replaced.  If the heater is not under guarantee and the part cannot be replaced then to purchase the new heating unit and this to be fitted.

To get a further quote from R Pallett regarding the fitting of the new door for the cellar.  Whichever quote is the least the Clerk to use that tradesman.

UPC 258 Quote received for the decorating of the kitchen after the refurbishment – see attached

Resolved:  Clerk to acquire a further quote and to use the tradesperson who is the lowest 

UPC 259 Reports from the following Committees

Allotment Committee
Cllr L Pickin gave an update

Open Spaces Committee
Cllr B Tallon reported the new seats on Sheepwalk Lane and Tom Wood Ash Lane/Bell Street were now in place
Due to issues previously raised regarding School Street playing field, Clerk to produce a letter which is to be hand delivered to all residents on Stickland Road, Malton Road and Main Street regarding the misuse of the area

Clerk to contact WMDC with regards to finding out who is the new owner of the recently auctioned land on Shinwell Estate

Environment/flytipping Committee/Events Committee
Cllr S Pallet has met with Pete Unwin and has established where free standing bins are to be placed on High Street

Asset transfer Committee
Cllr L Pickin stated that a high level meeting is required

Events Committee
No report given

UPC 260 Planning Matters - see attached: 
Resolved:  Due to the Parish Council still not receiving emails from WMDC the Clerk to report on any worrying issues once emails are reinstated 
UPC 261 Correspondence 
· Letters received from Mr Wheat and Mr Dawson requesting allotment plots in the unused section of Harewood Lane allotment site.
Resolved:  To be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting

· Invite from Minsthorpe Community College to present this years award for French – Cllrs A Davies and L Pallett to attend on behalf of the Parish Council

· Invite from Featherstone Town Council re Christmas Concert – Open to anyone who wishes to attend.

UPC 262 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting
UPC 263 To confirm overtime and mileage allowance payments for the Clerk for September/October/November 2015

Resolved:  Agreed
UPC 264 To approve Stanleys Accountants as the key contact regarding automatic enrolment of the work place pension scheme as Stanleys is the Parish Councils designated contact with the Inland Revenue 
Resolved:  Agreed
UPC 265 To receive a report from MMK Plumbing and heating regarding the recent yearly gas safety inspection at the Village Hall
Resolved:  The report given was noted
UPC 266 To receive a report from the new Employment/Staffing Committee regarding its findings and its recommendations for the Parish Council to consider and approve 
The Chairman requested to move Standing Orders to allow the Parish Councils business to be concluded.  This was approved.
Cllr L Pickin requested it minuting that in the absence of the Clerk he will abstain from voting as he wants to check the legalities of the actions proposed.
Resolved:  All recommendations made by the Employment/Staffing Committee to the Parish Council were approved.
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.20pm
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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