MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD
20th MAY 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Nine members of the public were in attendance.  The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.58pm following the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.  Attending also were the Parish Councils Allotment Officer, Mrs Angela Spencer and Village Warden, Mr Paul Wilson

The public session was held prior to the Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish Council.

[bookmark: _Hlk135734191]Cllrs attended		P Costello – Chairman
L Taylor – Vice Chair
A Miles
B Mears 
				C Merrington
E Farmer
E Jones
K Wilson
S Pallett

Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin

UPC 19 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Cllr A Holmes sent her apologies for not attending.
Resolved: Apologies were noted


UPC 20 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved for Parish Cllr A Holmes. 


UPC 21 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
21.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: No declarations of interest were received.
21.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 22 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 15th April 2024. 
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 15th April 2024 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 23 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
No District Cllrs were in attendance.


UPC 24 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr B Mears Cllr S Pallett reported on the litter picking group which meets each Thursday morning.
Cllr S Pallett gave an update on the youth project starting at the Upton Community Library which is hopefully starting in June of this year.
Cllr P Costello reported the Parish Councils whiskey barrels flower displays have been almost planted up thanks to Cllr L Taylors hard work.  Cllr C Merrington said they had used nearly all of the compost and would require a few more pages.  Cllr P Costello offered to pay for this out of her Chairman’s Allowance. 


UPC 25 To approve the Parish Council insurance policy and payment – previously emailed out to Cllrs.
Resolved:  Costs and policy approved.


UPC 26 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:
a. Cllr L Taylor - To consider re-visiting plans drawn for the Miners Memorial Garden with a view of carrying out the works.
Resolved:  Following discussions it was agreed for Parish Councillors to have a site visit to the Miners Memorial Garden on Monday 3rd June 2024 at 5.00pm.

b. Cllr P Dainty - Youth Provisions.
Resolved:  As Cllr P Dainty was not in attendance to consider placing on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting

c. Cllr E Farmer - Exercise equipment for Rose Estate.
Resolved:  Following discussions it was agreed for Cllr E Farmer to provide further information such as costs for equipment, installation costs etc.


d. Cllr E Farmer – received a request for more taps and if possible, a further sink unit in the kitchen.
Resolved:  Following discussions it was agreed to look at this request and to look to see if the kitchen could be adapted.


e. Cllr P Costello – Newsletter.
The Allotment Officer, Mrs Angela Spence had produced a 3way information sheet as an example.
Resolved:  Following discussions it was agreed for Cllr E Farmer to contact the members of public who made this suggestion to discuss the issue further.  


f. Cllr A Miles – To have a questionnaire to be distributed to every household in the Parish asking what it is they would like to see the Parish Council do that would be of benefit to the Parish.  To be distributed by a company.  To also consider a budget for this to be carried out.  Exact wording of the questionnaire to be decided at a later date.
Various suggestions were made as to how best this could be carried out, such as letter drop, questionnaires on social media etc.
Resolved:  Cllrs A Miles and E Farmer will look at various ways this could be carried out and possible wording of a questionnaire.  To look at costs for delivery etc.
[bookmark: _Hlk161215694] 

UPC 27 To arrange a Finance Working Party meeting to view the Parish Councils accounts.
Resolved:  Agree to meet at 5.30pm on Monday June 17th prior to the Parish Council meeting


UPC 28 To confirm dates of the Summer Camps programme funded by the Parish Council in conjunction with Elite Sports and facilitated free of charge at Upton Ruby Club:
Week 1 - Mon 29th July   - Thurs 1st August 2024
Week 2 - Mon 5th - Thurs 8th August 2024
Week 3 - Mon 12th - Thurs 15th August 2024
Week 4 - Mon 19th - Thurs 22nd August 2024
Resolved:  Dates were noted and to write to Upton Rugby Club to thank them again for the free use of their facilities.

UPC 29 To approve section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/2024 and for the Chairman to sign the AGAR.
Resolved:  The AGAR section 1was approved and signed by the Chairman


UPC 30 To approve section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/2024 and for the Chairman to sign the AGAR.
Resolved:  The AGAR section 2 was approved and signed by the Chairman 


UPC 31 To approve costs of course for pest control £25.00 for the Allotment Officer and the Village Warden – see information.
Resolved: Costs approved at £25.00 each person.


UPC 32 In light of recent actions regarding anti-social behaviour to approve any costs and to revisit minute UPC 25 from the Parish Council meeting 15th May 2023 Report from the Village Warden to purchase CCTV cameras in light of the recent actions on the Parish Councils Community Garden.  Resolved:  Approved to purchase one CCTV camera for School Street allotment and Community Garden in the first instance if this suitable to purchase further CCTV cameras for other areas.
Resolved:  Following discussions and considering the amount of antisocial behaviour and flytipping it was agreed to purchase four more CCTV cameras and signs with a ceiling limit of no more than £1,500.00 and for these to installed to view on the Parish Councils laptop.  The Parish Councils CCTV policy will be adhered to regarding these additional CCTV cameras.


UPC 33 To approve new policy for keeping pigeons on School Street Allotment site.
Resolved:  The new policy was approved.  Cllr B Mears abstained from voting.


UPC 34 To approve requested additions to the current Allotment Agreement.
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow members of the public to contribute to the discussion on this issue.
Resolved:  The following additions to the current Allotment Agreement are to be added:
Amendments requested to date:
· All fires must be confined to a purpose burning bin.
· Sheds etc must be mor than 6 inches or 15cm off the floor to try to alleviate the issue with rats.
· New allotment holders from the date of the Parish Council meeting the policy will be approved are allowed 8 birds only per plot and for existing allotment holders to not replace any birds which naturally pass away until 8 are remining.

Requested items to be added.
· Strictly no firearms including any form of pellet gun.
· No alcohol is to be consumed on any allotment of the Parish Councils allotment sites.
· Children must be supervised and restricted to the plot of the adult who is in attendance.
· Social gatherings for barbeques etc – permission must be sourced from the Parish Council at least 5 days prior to the event.
It was also requested due to the severity of the last 4 pointers made, that one writing warning be given if the action is reported again, it will be an automatic termination of tenancy from the allotment. 


[bookmark: _Hlk68012665]35 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st April 2024 to 31st April 2024.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.  


UPC 36 Planning Matters
[bookmark: _Hlk140657722]APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
24/00572/FUL - 99 Tom Wood Ash Lane, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1LH.  Proposed single storey self-contained annex.
24/00709/FUL - 6 Waulkmill Close Upton Pontefract West Yorkshire, WF9 1NA. Single storey rear extension and first floor extension above existing garage and utility room.
24/00534/CPL - 2 Manor View Beaconfield Road Badsworth Pontefract WF9 1N.  Greenhouse and Summerhouse outbuildings to rear.
Resolved:  No issues were raised


UPC 37 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
[bookmark: _Hlk130389310][bookmark: _Hlk138254999][bookmark: _Hlk140658038]Facebook: Bookings for the Village Hall, children’s parties etc. 
Emails from Residents: 
· Freedom of Information Request - Please can you tell me when the Parish council acquired the allotment site at School Street / School road Upton and where the contract for this exchange is stored.
Please can I request a copy of the contract or have access to view the contract to clarify the terms agreed between the NCB and the parish Council on the transfer of the allotments. – This has been responded to.
· Issues relating to Upton Juniors FC.  Gave a request for funding form and suggested they come to the Parish Council meeting 20th May to speak in public session about the issues they are currently having.

Written Correspondence: None received.


UPC 38 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved: Item not required.





As there were no further items to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.02pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and input.  



Signed ________________________________________________
Chairman 



Date ___________________________________________________
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