MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING 

19th MAY 2025
The Chairman, Cllr L Taylor opened the meeting at 6.57 pm. The Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer and two members of the public were in attendance.

Cllrs attending
L Taylor - Chairperson
P Dainty – Vice-chair
B Mears

C Merrington

E Farmer

E Jones

M Hanson 

K Wilson

S Spencer

Clerk and RFO Ms P Kitchin





















UPC 16a To receive and note apologies for absence.

Resolved: Apologies received from Cllr P Dainty on behalf of Cllr S Hodson and Cllr S Pallett gave apologies from Cllr A Miles.
UPC 17 To approve reasons for absence.

Resolved:  Apologies were approved.
UPC 18 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  

19.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.

Resolved:  None were received.  
19.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensations.

Resolved:  None were received.

UPC 19 To approve draft minutes from the Parish Council meeting held April 28th, 2025
A member of the public asked if they could raise an issue regarding Cllr S Spencer’s spreadsheet report not being on the agenda and as a member of the public she would like to see it as part of the agenda.  Cllr S Spencer says he is recording this meeting with a view of producing an issue log for the next Parish Council meeting. The Clerk suggested this be a separate item on the agenda as a report from Cllr S Spencer.  It was agreed following further discussions to place this within the item to approve draft minutes from the Parish Council meeting as item B.
Cllr L Taylor requested updates on the following:

UPC 294 – Has the History Group and Tinker Tots received their grant – Clerk responded ‘yes’

Requested an update from Cllr E Farmer regarding the defib at Minsthorpe School – Cllr E Farmer said they would take over the maintenance and checking of the defib.  She will ask Minsthorpe to email the Council.
Resolved:  The minutes from Parish Council meeting held April 28th, 2025, after being circulated were approved as a true record
UPC 20 To approve minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden meeting 12th May 2025. 

No issues raised.

Resolved:  The minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden meeting 12th April 2025 after being circulated were approved as a true record.
UPC 21 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.

Clerk reported all email correspondence from the District Cllrs had been forwarded to all Parish Cllrs.  It was suggested to remove this item from the agenda and to replace it with the report from Cllr S Spencer regarding the spread sheet he will be producing regarding approved works.
UPC 22 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr E Farmer thanked Cllr P Dainty for his help with the siting of the memorial plaque on the Cenotaph 
Cllr B Mears Spoke about the issues with unwanted quad bikes etc on Rose Estate playing field.  Cllr S Spencer also reported on the gate on Rose Estate playing which appears to be damaged.  To be placed on the next agenda for look at possible further boulders to be placed around the field.
Cllr C Merrington reported on a fire which was reported to the Parish Council.  He said he thought it was from a discarded cigarette butt and thanked the two youths who put this out.
Cllr C Merrington reported the local children’s football team is using the exercise equipment recently installed on School Street green.
UPC 23 Request for free use of the Village Hall on the last Wednesday of each month to hold a Music and Bingo night for people with learning difficulties. 

Resolved:  Free use approved

UPC 24 To arrange a Finance Working Party meeting to view the Parish Councils accounts prior to the full Council meeting June 16th, 2025.
Resolved:  Date agreed and to commence at 5.30pm.
UPC 25 To confirm dates of the Summer Camps programme funded by the Parish Council in conjunction with Elite Sports and facilitated free of charge at Upton Ruby Club:
Week 1 - Mon 28th July   - Friday 1st August 2025
Week 2 - Mon 4th August - Friday 8th August 2025
Week 3 - Mon 11th August - Friday 15th August 2025
Week 4 - Mon 18th August - Friday 22nd August 2025
Resolved:  Dates were noted.
Cllr B Mears left the meeting at this point
UPC 26 To approve section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/2025 and for the Chairman to sign the AGAR.

Resolved:  Section 1 of the AGAR was approved and signed by the Chairperson
 UPC 27 To approve section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/2025 and for the Chairman to sign the AGAR.

 Resolved:  Section 2 of the AGAR was approved and signed by the Chairperson
UPC 28 To request some Cllrs to be placed on the current mandate banking form.
Cllr B Mears has requested to be removed from the Banking Mandate.

The Clerk spoke about on-line banking which the Council is set up to do but requires Cllrs to log in to approve payments

Resolved:  Cllrs E Farmer, S Spencer to be added and Cllr P Dainty is happy to carry on being on the bank mandate for the Parish Council.  Cllr B Mears to be removed.
UPC 29 To receive the Internal Auditors report – awaiting the report
The Internal Auditors report had not been received so will be added to the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.

UPC 30 Moved from the Parish Council meeting April 28th 2025 - To consider allowing groups to alarm the building after use on an evening as Cllr P Dainty has been covering for the Village Warden – to approve any actions thereafter.

Following discussions the following was approved.

Resolved:  To allow regular groups using the Village Hall to lock the building on an evening.  Cllr P Dainty will be happy to show groups how to alarm the building and to leave a contact number if there are any problems.
UPC 31 Moved from the Parish Council meeting April 28th 2025 - What do the Parish Council wish to do regarding purchasing a van for use by the Village Warden, staff, volunteers and Cllrs now the Parish Council have received the insurance payout for its previous van – to approve any actions, costs thereafter.

Resolved:  To defer this to a later date.
UPC 32 To approve Cllr C Merringtons mileage.

Resolved:  Approved to pay Cllr C Merringtons mileage of £33.30
UPC 33 Cllrs requested items for the agenda:

Cllr P Dainty – Would the Council consider compiling a continuity plan. 

Resolved:  The Council approved the Continuity Plan recommended by YLCA and for Clerk to complete for plan.
UPC 34 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st April 2024 to 30th April 2025.  Please note monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.

Resolved:  All payments and receipts were approved.
UPC 35 Planning matters:  - see attached list.

None received.
UPC 36 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR.  Please note all other email correspondence is forwarded to Councillors.

Emails from residents - see list.

Messages from Facebook – see list.

Written Correspondence – see list.  

Resolved: No other correspondence had been received.
UPC 37 To agree to exclude the public and press in the view that publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business or arising out of the business about to be transacted.  (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960).
Resolved:  Approved. 
UPC 38 To receive updated quotes for CCTV cameras - to approve costs, actions thereafter.

Clerk has requested the three previous firms who had quoted for works to be carried out.

Resolved:  Approved the quote received from SSAFE 
UPC 39 To approve quote received to remove Ragwort from the Grazing field.

One quote received.

Resolved:  Approved the quote receive from NPB Contractors and for the cost to be taken from the Allotment and Community Garden budget
The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions and closed the meeting at 7.40pm.
Signed Chairman ____________________________________

Date __________________________________________________
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