MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD
16th March 2020
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  10 members of the public and District Cllr M Ward attended.  The Chairman asked members of the public if they wished to raise any issues.  

A public session was requested.
A representative from the Womens Institute said she had 2 issues.

a) Asked what the Parish Councils intentions were regarding the Coronavirus situation and the effects on the Village Hall.  The Chairman responded it would be up to the group to really determine the situation, but he was aware of the changing situation today, due to Parliament calling an emergency ‘Cobra’ meeting.  He explained the Parish Council have to follow protocol with calling extra ordinary Parish Council meetings to agree actions and felt under the circumstances to wait 5 days to call a meeting could be deemed too long so he was hoping Parish Councillors would be able to discuss the situation tonight as some of the items on the agenda would be affected by the Coronavirus and a number of the user groups are of an elderly disposition.

b) Asked if a padlock could be placed on their cupboards where they store some of there items as they are going missing.  Cllr B Mears suggested a CCTV camera be added to our current system or a substantially stronger door lock.  Chairman agreed with Cllr B Mears and to look at both options.
A further representative from the Women’s Institute – asked what would be happening to the Gala day which was being organised.  Cllr A Miles responded ‘his opinion it would be better to postpone it until further notice due to the circumstances we are now in and asked if this could be agreed at tonight’s meeting.  The Chairman asked the Clerk how the Council could look at sorting these issues out and issues relating to the Council taking decisions due to the Coronavirus.  She said the Council could possibly look at discussing issues in principle after this meeting due to the urgency of the situation and for the Chairman to call an extra ordinary meeting to clarify the Councils decisions. Cllr A Miles wanted to thank the Rugby Club for all their help with organising the gala.
A parishioner requested to ask about 3 items on the agenda:
a) Item 9 - Asked if the Council would only be putting on 2 Christmas Pantomimes instead of the usual three.  The Chairman and Cllr K Davison explained the reason for the afternoon showing was not well attended and felt it best to only have the two evening Pantomimes, but the Halloween Pantomime was a great success.
b) Item 10 – Litter pick – asked why the start and finish was from the Community Library and not the Parish Council building, the Village Hall. Chairman said it was easier for parking and the area which has been designated for the litter pick the Community Library is near to this site. 
c)  Item 14 – asked if the petition placed in and around Upton to save the Youth Club is the Parish Councils as it only states ‘we would like’, and no-one knows who we are.  Various Councillors spoke on this issue and it was clarified it was not the Parish Council petition.  The Parishioner suggested if the Parish Council is looking at possibly taking over the building from WMDC to firstly use the Community Pavilion for a trial to see if the youth of our villages would use the building.  Cllr P Costello added during a meeting with NOVA it has been suggested to hold a public consultation to allow the public to have a say.  Cllr B Mears said it was also said for the Parish Council to carry out an independent building survey to compare against the one which WMDC could provide. 

A further Parishioner put his hand up to speak and said he felt it was a good suggestion what had been put forward to use the Community Pavilion as a trial run before the Parish Council embarked on spending money on the Youth Centre

A member of Upton Fun Run Committee asked if they could use the Parish Council’s noticeboards to advertise the annual Fun Run event and to show plans for the road closures if it was to go ahead in light of the situation surrounding the Coronavirus – The Chairman said this wouldn’t be a problem as they have used them in the past.

As there were no further questions the Chairman proceed with the Parish Council meeting at 7.00pm
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UPC 356 To approve apologies for absence 
Apologies received from District Cllrs J Carrington and A Garbutt. Apologies were also received from Parish Councillors L Pallett, B Tallon K Thornton and T Walker
Resolved: Apologies were noted.
UPC 357 To receive disclosures by Members of Interests in matters on the agenda – Advice for this item:
To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interests from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting.  The disclosure must include the nature of the interest. If you become aware, during the course of a meeting, of an interest that has not been disclosed under this item you must immediately disclose it. You may remain in the meeting and take part fully in discussion and voting unless the interest is prejudicial. 
 A personal interest is prejudicial if a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard it as so significant that it is likely to prejudice your judgement of the public interest and it relates to a financial or regulatory matter.” 

If your council has arrangements in place allowing a member of the public to speak to a meeting about an item and has adopted paragraph 12(2) of the 2007 Model Code of Conduct, a Councillor with a prejudicial interest in a matter may make representations, answer questions or give evidence to the meeting, but must then leave the room immediately and not take part in the council’s discussion, or vote, or observe the vote.  
Resolved: No disclosures of interest were received.
UPC 358 To approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 17th February 2020 see attached
Cllr P Costello UPC 330 – raised concerns about the wording of this minute and a lengthy discussion took place.  Clerk suggested Parish Councillors meet and go through the voice recording and agree how this should be minuted.  Cllrs M Mears, M Stevens and P Costello said they would arrange with the Clerk to listen to the tape and agree to amend as they see fit.  Chairman asked if Council were happy for this to be done, no objections were received.
Cllr P Costello UPC 334 – it resolved to be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.  Clerk explained she placed it on the agenda for the Extra ordinary Parish Council meeting held on the 24th February and the policy was approved and to be amended as and when required
A proposal to bring back the amended minutes for approval was received and this was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  It was approved for the minutes to be brought back to the Parish Council meeting when minute UPC 330 had been amended

UPC 359 To approve the minutes from the Employment and Staffing Committee 6th January 2020 – to follow

One copy of the minutes had been received by the Chairman just before the start of the meeting.  Clerk explained these cannot be approved at this meeting as copies haven’t been given to Parish Councillors at least 3 clear days prior to the meeting.  Cllr B Mears raised issues regarding the lateness of minutes from the Employment and Staffing Committee.  Various Cllrs raised several issues including conflict of GDP and minutes in the public domain. The Clerk she had previously sent out information on how Committee’s, Sub-Committee’s etc are formed and worked.  She suggested if Cllrs would like to email her with any questions they have and she with permission from the Parish Council collate these and send on to YLCA for a response. Chairman asked if everyone was happy to do this and voted via a show of hands
Resolved:  Cllrs to email the Clerk with any questions they would like to receive clarity on regarding the Employment and Staffing Committee for the Clerk to collate these and forward on to YLCA for a response. 

UPC 360 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors 
District Cllr M Ward gave the following report:
Parking issues – parking issues on Tom Wood Ash and WMDC have been asked to look into the matter. Concerns raised round parking outside the Co Op on Ash Grove.
Country Park – the measured walks have now been completed along with the information boards about then.
Litter – on going litter picks have been taking place on the Country Park. If anyone would like to become a registered litter-picker just contact him and he can sort this out with equipment, training etc
Roads – reports of potholes on the A638 from Common Lane. 

Gullies – blocked drain on the footpath Minsthorpe Swimming Pool and Fairfield Court, Yorkshire water are involved for repair works.

Footpath – Bailey Court Crescent to the rear of Hutton Road, the footpath is needing repairs, passed for investigation and to see who it is adopted by.

Complaint received about the state of the Memorial Gardens on Waggon Lane and Wrangbrook Road – forwarded on to the Parish Council.
Upton Fun Run – thanked everyone for attending the recent meeting but he is looking at issues now with the Coronavirus as this event may have to be cancelled to a later date.

VE day celebrations may also have to cancelled due to the Coronavirus and is waiting to receive further information on this.
District Cllrs Surgeries – it was agreed to hold District Cllrs surgeries 30minutes prior to Parish Council meetings due to no interest shown from residents to attend surgeries.  It was hoped this way people who attended Parish Council meetings could discuss issues which may not be Parish Council related and they would be happy to meet with anyone.
Ackworth Parish Council has closed its centre due to the Coronavirus and have sent their members of staff home.
Local Elections - have been cancelled for 1 year so the existing District Cllrs term has been extended for 12 months. 

Carpark - near the Community Pavilion, Community Library and Upton Junior School is now a fairway down the track to getting tarmacked.  Money has been promised and WMDC are looking at planning permission, drainage hopefully this will be completed as soon as possible.  Cllr A Miles asked if he could ask WMDC as to why they have not responded to his email enquiries regarding this car-park.
Cllr S Pallett also request information as to why Upton and North Elmsall can’t get any more free litter bins like Pontefract.

The Chairman thanked District Cllr M Ward for his report.
UPC 361 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – please note this item is for information only and not to approve any actions or costs

Cllr B Mears said he had also received a complaint about the paths and gardens in the Parish Councils Memorial Gardens on Waggon Lane and Wrangbrook Road.  Clerk said she would chase-up the gardener
Cllr P Costello reported she had met with the Clerk last week regarding the Coronavirus and she had reported Linda had carried out a deep clean of the building including steaming all upholstered chairs and carpets.  A hand sanitizer had been fitted next to the main entrance door.

UPC 362 To arrange a date to hold the Annual Parish Meeting – this to be held before 1st June 2020 – The Annual Parish Meeting is a meeting of all the local government electors for the Parish, which the pubic are entitled to attend and participate in – see attached information.

Due to the Coronavirus it was proposed to set a date later rather than sooner.  A date of Thursday 29th May 2020 be set but to wait for any Government and YLCA updates regarding this ongoing situation.  A seconder was received and a vote via a show of hands was taken
Resolved:  The date of the 29th May 2020 be pencilled in pending any advice received from the Government and YLCA.
UPC 363 To approve the following events and costs – Cllr J Green


Easter Eve – Saturday 11th April 2020 – comprising of basket making, bun decorating, music and dancing, Easter treats for children and refreshments for adults. The Easter Eve event will be fully funded by outside sources, but some costs may be required to purchase Easter eggs if not donated.


Pantomimes – Halloween – 30th October 2020 – 6pm start




Christmas – 11th and 12th December 2020 both to start at 6.00pm. 



Costs per pantomime event is: £650.00 – total £1950.00 exc VAT.


Dick and Liddies night 15th May 2020 – times yet to be arranged – fully funded 


from outside 
sources


VE Day Celebrations – 8th May 2020 – possible costs of £200.00 to cover for 



entertainment 
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow members of the public to speak on this agenda item
Cllr J Green spoke on the events and what she had arranged. Chairman said its down to the current situation regarding the Coronavirus.  Cllr J Green went on to say how supportive the artists which have been booked for the events have been and would be quite willing to put on events once the current situation has alleviated. Clerk suggested as the Chairman could be calling an extra ordinary meeting this item could be placed on the agenda to discuss further.  Chairman said he felt uncomfortable about calling a further meeting due to the ongoing situation and Councils have been put under pressure to do things that they should not be doing. It is a case of what is best for this community its employees.  Clerk suggested if the Parish Council will be meeting after this meeting has closed to discuss the health and safety of its Parishioners, she will minute this, and decisions made by the Parish Council.  Due to the Coronavirus situation it was proposed to only vote on the costs for the three Pantomimes at this time and to cancel the Easter Eve and the Dick, Liddies night.  This received a seconder and a vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The costs for the three Pantomimes, Halloween and two Christmas shows and the VE Day Celebrations if this is allowed to go ahead at an approximate cost of £2,150.00 ex VAT.
Chairman reinstated Standing Orders

UPC 365 To approve the arranged litter pick for Saturday 4th April 2020, meeting at Upton Community Library.  Drinks and cakes will be provided after the litter pick has been completed.  Litter picking equipment will be provided – Cllr J Green

Cllr J Green read out information she had received regarding litter-picking and keeping safe during the Coronavirus outbreak.  It could be possible this will be cancelled.
UPC 366 To approve future litter picks which are to be organised throughout this year - Cllr J Green

A proposal was received to approve future dates pending the Coronavirus situation clearing. This was seconded and a vote was taking via a show of hands.

Resolved:  Future litter picks were approved
Cllr K Davison left the meeting at 8.10pm
UPC 367 To approve the Parish Council, produce a newsletter and to approve a DRAFT policy which can be altered as and when required – see attached

 A proposal was received to approve the policy and to amend as and when required.  This was seconded.  A vote was taken via a show of hands

Resolved:  The policy be approved and to amend as and when required

UPC 368 To approve a yearly budget for the newsletter and to approve an Editor to work with the Clerk and Chairman of the Parish Council 

Various suggestions were put forward by Parish Councillors.  A proposal for Cllr J Green be nominated as Editor and to approve a yearly estimated budget of £5,000.00.  The proposal received a seconder.  A vote was taken by a show of hands.

Resolved:  Cllr J Green was nominated Editor for the Parish Councils Newsletter and the estimated budget of £5,000.00 was approved.

UPC 369 Upton Youth Centre – Update on the recent meeting held with NOVA on Wednesday 11th March 2020

Chairman said this has already been discussed at length during the public session and moved on to the next agenda item.
UPC 370 To approve the costs and travel for the Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer and Clerk to attend The National Allotment Society - Allotment Management on 30th March 2020 – see attached 
information.

This was just to inform the Parish Council this has been cancelled

UPC 371 To discuss information received from Amey regarding costs for testing of lampposts to hold CCTV cameras – see attached information.

Parish Councillors discussed the costs for testing the lampposts and agreed it was an extortionate amount. It was suggested the Parish Council could install its own posts and place CCTV cameras on its School Street allotment site.  Cllr B Mears suggested this be placed on the next Parish Councils agenda for further discussions.
UPC 372 To receive a written report from the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer regarding Parish Councils allotment sites, stables and grazing area – to approve any recommendation/ costs thereafter
Clerk informed the Parish Council there is no report as there hasn’t been anything further to report.

UPC 373 To approve monthly financial reports and bank reconciliation for the 1st February 2020 to 29th February 2020 – To approve list of payments for Feb 2020/March 2020

As no issues were raised regarding payments the Chairman requested a proposer and seconder to approve the financial reports and payments. A proposal and a seconder were received.

Resolved:  All documents and payments were approved.
UPC 379 Planning matters – see report
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
App. No: 19/02649/FUL Address: 18 Buttercup Close Upton Pontefract WF9 1ND,
Proposal: Single storey extension to rear, conversion of garage to habitable space and new window inside elevation.

App. No: 20/00243/FUL Address: 51 Orchid Crest Upton Pontefract WF9 1NT, Proposal: Two storey extension to rear.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
App. No: 19/02096/TPO Application Type: Tree Preservation Order Consent. 

Address: Bridge House Great North Road Wentbridge Pontefract WF8 3JJ, Proposal: T2 Horse Chestnut - Fell.

UPC 380 Correspondence – see report
· No written correspondence received

· Other correspondence received via email has been forwarded on to Parish Councillors

UPC 381 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Resolved:  This was actioned
UPC 382 Issues relating to Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officers report – to approve any actions costs thereafter

No issues to discuss 
ADDED ITEM DUE TO THE ESCALATION OF THE CORONAVIRUS SITUATION
Further to the Parish Council meeting 16th March 2020 due to issues relating to recommendations made today (16th March 2020) to avoid public gatherings due to the Coronavirus. The Clerk informed the Parish Council this was not an itemised agenda item but the Parish Councillors present felt due to the new information released today to agree this be discussed now and not to call a further Parish Council meeting to keep people safe. It was agreed by all Parish Councillors present to close the Village Hall from the 17th March 2020. The Clerk said as the building would be closed, she would be happy to work from the Village Hall and from home until Government restrictions were lifted. It was also agreed to cease Parish Council meetings until further notice.

It was agreed for the Clerk to carry on with her duties and if she requires any assistance in making decisions to contact the Chairman and Cllr A Miles as they all have been given delegated powers by the Parish Council to make emergency decisions on its behalf.

As there was no further business to discuss at this Parish Council meeting the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.
Signed Chairman _______________________________________
Date __________________________________________________
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