MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD
25th March 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Eight members of the public and District Cllr R Massey was in attendance.  The Chairman, Cllr A Miles and Vice-Chair, Cllr P Costello were unable to attend the meeting therefore a vote was taken and Cllr B Mears Chaired the meeting, 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.

A public session was requested.

Issue 1: A resident wished to speak on anti-social behaviour especially electric scooters, motorbike and quad misuse and asked what the Parish Council is doing.  The Village Warden explained he had a verbal report to give the Parish Council which included a report on this issue.  Cllrs and the resident held a lengthy discussion about the issue.  Also raised concerns over the paths on the Miners Memorial and asked if these were to be replaced.

Issue 2:  A resident asked about the old marching band equipment which the Parish Council had in storage from when Upton Beaconettes and Coffee and Cream folded.  This was discussed and place this on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting to be discussed further.

Issue 3:
Pigeons on School Street allotments – two allotment holders spoke on their concerns over their plots and their 200 pigeons on this site due to the planned redevelopment.  It was agreed a site visit be organised to view the problem.

Pauls report – ask him for it

As there were no further issues raised the Chairman proceeded with the meeting
 
Cllrs attended		B Mears – Acting Chairman
 				A Holmes
C Merrington 
E Farmer
E Jones
L Taylor
P Dainty
K Wilson

Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin

UPC 246 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Parish Cllrs, S Hodson, S Pallett, P Costello, A Miles and District Cllrs A Garbutt and J Carrington gave apologies.   
Resolved: Apologies were noted


UPC 247 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved for Parish Cllrs S Hodson, S Pallett, P Costello and A Miles.


UPC 248 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
248.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: No declarations of interest were received.
248.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 249 To receive and approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 19th February 2024.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 19th February 2024 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 250 To receive and approve the minutes from the extra ordinary Parish Council meeting held 12th February 2024.
Unfortunately, these had been left out of Cllrs packs.
Resolved: To be placed on the next agenda for approval


UPC 251 To receive and approve the minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee 4th March 2024 and to discuss/approve any recommendations made.
 Unfortunately, these had been left out of Cllrs packs.
Resolved: To be placed on the next agenda for approval


UPC 252 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Written reports received from District Cllrs Allan Garbutt and Jessica Carrington 

District Cllr Jessica Carrington –
· Pennine View – Moss has still not been removed from the footpath; - reported again to WMDC – Action has been taken to clear this area.
· Placed a planning objection in against the proposed change of use of land for car sales; the erection of a 1.8m high fence and installation of 1no. site cabin (part retrospective).

· Still working with the Village Warden on a number of issues from the previous walk around Upton and North Elmsall with him.

· Clerk is keeping in contact with me regarding the development of Rose Estate play equipment regarding the funding provided by the District Cllrs.
 
District Cllr Allan Garbutt – 
· Put in planning objection against, proposed change of use of land for car sales; the erection of a 1.8m high fence and installation of 1no. site cabin (part retrospective).

· Working closely with a local sports group in Upton to help them source funding.

UPC 253 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr B Mears reported on Upton Rugby Club who are trying to raise funds to place a defibrillator outside their clubhouse.  There is one inside, but this is to place one outside the building in case one is needed if the building is locked for eg on training evenings.  This would also be accessible for the pubic as well. Cllr L Taylor asked if the Parish Council could fund one and look at placing a further defibrillator halfway through Upton and North Elmsall and the Crows Nest was mentioned.  Agreed for this to be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.
Cllr L Taylor reported on the damage done to play equipment at Sutcliffe Play on Waggon Lane.


UPC 254 Councillors’ items requested for this agenda:
a) Cllrs C Merrington, L Taylor, A Holmes, E Farmer, and P Costello to form a Working Party called Rose Estate Development Group and to approve the Terms of Reference based on the Parish Councils approved Terms of Reference for Working Parties. 
Resolved:  Approved.

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow District Cllr R Massey to speak.  He wanted to thank the Parish Council for supporting him during his years as a District Cllr and he will be standing down in the elections in May.  The Chairman and Parish Council thanked District Cllr R Massey for his support and wished him well in the future.  District Cllr R Massey then left the meeting and the Chairman reinstated Standing Orders.

b) [bookmark: _Hlk161215694]Cllr A Miles – To have a questionnaire to be distributed to every household in the Parish asking what it is they would like to see the Parish Council do that would be of benefit to the Parish.  To be distributed by a company.  To also consider a budget for this to be carried out.  Exact wording of the questionnaire to be decided at a later date.
Resolved:  To place on the agenda for next months Parish Council meeting as the Cllr A Miles was unable to attend this meeting.

c) Cllr L Taylor – to consider an A-Frame gate at the entrance to the ‘Old Recreation Ground on Waggon Lane to try to alleviate motorbikes etc damaging the field.
The Clerk had sourced some prices for A-Frames and discussions took place on how best to deal with this issue.
Resolved:  To place an A-Frame at both entrances to the ‘Old Recreation Ground’ to see if this alleviates the problem with motorbikes.   To purchase two A Frames from Centrewire which was the cheapest price and to allow the Clerk £2,000.00 budget to purchase and fit them on the site.


UPC 255 To discuss options regarding some of the trees to the rear of Stable Block one and approve any possible costs for possible works – Cllrs have previously received photographs – recommend a site visit of the area.
Resolved: To contact Darrington Tree Services and ask for recommendations and quotes for the area and also to look at the Miners Memorial Garden as tree branches are intwining with overhead cables.  To allow the Clerk a budget of £4000.00 to sort this asap due to the Sycamore being poisonous to horses.


UPC 256 To approve Allotment Officers expenses for postage £30.00.
Resolved:  Agreed to reimburse the Allotment Officer £30.00


UPC 257 To approve the purchase of chairs due to increase in price from the ones previously selected, and to confirm number of chairs to order.
Clerk has sourced a cheaper supplier for the same chairs from Buzz Catering.
Resolved: To purchase 70 chairs and to sort through the chairs in the Village Hall and to dispose of chairs which are broken.  To keep approximately 100 of the chairs to cover extra seating for Pantomimes etc.  If there remaining chairs to advertise/donate to other groups or facilities.


UPC 258 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st February 2024 to the 29th February 2024.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  
 No issues were raised.  
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.


UPC 259 Planning Matters
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
[bookmark: _Hlk140657722]None received.

APPROVED PLANNING – 
24/00125/FUL., Ridgewood Waggon Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1JS. Single storey extension to rear, rendering of existing side walls, fence to front and side boundaries and new vehicular access and drive.
Resolved:  No issues were raised


[bookmark: _Hlk130389310][bookmark: _Hlk138254999][bookmark: _Hlk140658038]UPC 260 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
Facebook:
Bookings for the Village Hall, children’s parties etc. 

Emails from Residents:
· Bookings for the Village Hall.
· Rose Estate playing field - Request for dog bins emptying and motorbikes damaging the field.  The Resident also asked when the issue with access to the field will be addressed.
· Motorbikes on the old ‘Recreation Ground - Sat 2nd March 2024, from at least 6.00pm until 9.00pm.
· Caravan reported parked neat stable block 2 Sat 2nd March 2024 but was removed Sunday 3rd March 2024.
· Complaint on the state of New Lane and Common Lane roads.
· Complaint received of illegal off-road motorbikes using pavements to ride on and riding recklessly through the village. It’s become very unsafe, and it needs halting. The parish council needs to think about how it can encourage people to report to the police as currently, people just think nothing will be done! 
· Invite from Featherstone Town Council re - D-Day Event Thursday 6th June 2024 2pm till 10pm 

Written Correspondence:  
Letter received re storage units on Community Garden.
Written complaint regarding parking on Harewood Lane
Resolved:  All issues were noted


UPC 261 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Item was not required.



As there were no further items to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and input.  





Signed ________________________________________________
Chairman 



Date ___________________________________________________
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