MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
20th MARCH  2023

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  Seven members of the public and District Cllr R Massey was in attendance.  The Chairman asked if there were any questions from the public, one member of the public wished to speak:

Two members of Thai Boxing Club, Upton, spoke of their dilemma regarding rising costs for their club and asked if the Parish Council could help in anyway. 

The Village Warden asked if there were no further public wishing to speak he would like to give a slide presentation to the Parish Council on issues he had been working on with the help of the Clerk, which included fly tipping, especially in certain parts of Upton and North Elmsall.  The Village Warden also reported on recent gritting works carried out during cold weather spells, his work with local PCSO’s and Metro over damage to their bus stops.   As there were no other issues raised the Chairman proceeded with the Parish Council meeting and thanked the Village Warden for his presentation and suggested for future reports of this nature to start the meeting 15 minutes earlier.

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]The Chairman asked if anyone had any objections to item 9I being brought forward as Cllr P Kitching had to leave the meeting early.  No objections were received, it was agreed to discuss this prior to item 4 on the agenda

Cllrs attended		P Costello – Chairman
K Davison – Vice-chairman 
B Mears 
				C Merrington
E Griffin 
P Kitching
S Pallett
S McCabe


UPC 259 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillors, S Wooldridge, R Pinkerton, D Welsh A Miles and S Spencer 
District Cllrs A Garbutt, J Carrington also gave apologies. 
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted.  


UPC 260 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved


UPC 261 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
261.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
261.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 
Cllr P Kitching left the meeting at this point following discussions on item 9I.

UPC 262 To approve minutes from the Parish Council extra ordinary meeting 30th January 2023. 
No were raised regarding the minutes from the extra ordinary meeting 30th January2023; a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
 Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Councils extra ordinary meeting held Monday 30th January 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 263 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 20th February 2023.
No issues were raised regarding the minutes from the meeting 20th February 2023: a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 20th February 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 264 To receive verbal or written reports from District Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr R Massey report on the following issues:
· Road closures in Upton and the 31st March 2023 on High Street/Field Lane and road repairs which have been approved for Common Lane.
· School Car Park area
· Grassed area across from the Village Hall
· CIL money for Upton and North Elmsall is currently at £4,000.00

As Cllrs Reports have mistakenly been omitted from the agenda the Clerk advised it could be added here under the same pretext that it’s for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
· Cllr C Merrington reported on the current gates at School Street allotment site saying they are unfit for purpose.
· Cllr K Davison suggested to the Council that it considers bringing in a professional body to look at various funding streams which could benefit the Council and its residents.
· Cllr S Pallett gave a report on the informal chat arranged for Parish Cllrs to discuss Rose Estate play equipment.  He suggested a further meeting be called when Cllr I Bell was available.


UPC 265 To approve costs of £541.67 for new computer system as recommended by Pro-Logic (the Parish Councils IT Support Service) – see report 
Resolved:  Costs were approved.  Clerk to contact Pro-Logic.


UPC 266. To receive a Gas report and costs for replacement heaters in the Village Hall – To approve costs for two new heaters of £2,250.00 each, fitting is included in the costs
A proposal was put forward to seek further one or two further quotes for the fitting of the heaters but to purchase two small electric heaters in the meantime.  This received a seconder and a vote was taken.  
Resolved:  Clerk to source one or two further quotes for supply and fitting of the heaters and to purchase two electric heaters in the meantime.


UPC 267 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:

a) Cllr K Davison – Village Hall - request alterations to the kitchen area.
Resolved:  To place on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.

b) Cllr K Davison – Village Hall - request new additional stage curtains.
Resolved:  Cllr K Davison to source quotes for the next Parish Council meeting

c) Cllr K Davison – Village Hall - request new sound system for the main hall.
Resolved:  Cllr K Davison to source quotes for the next Parish Council meeting

d) Cllr K Davison – Village Hall - request for new lighting system for the stage.
Resolved:  Cllr K Davison to source quotes for the next Parish Council meeting.

e) Cllr C Merrington and Cllr P Costello – Community Garden, requesting the Parish Council donate prizes for a children’s sunflower competition.
Resolved:  To use £100.00 from the next Chairmans allowance.

f) Cllr S Pallett – to approve the purchase of a number of large planters for various sites throughout the village.  Requesting a ceiling limit of £3,000.00.
Cllr S Pallett reported he had been working with WMDC about this and said they would be happy for the Parish Council to place planters on WMDC land if the Parish Council are maintaining them as well.  Clerk requested a copy of any approval for this action to cover the Parish Council. 
Resolved:  A ceiling limit of £3,000.00 was given but this was to include costs for compost, flowers and siting of the planters.

g) Cllr S Pallett – to agree/approve to purchase equipment to facilitate clean-ups throughout Upton and North Elmsall – Requesting a ceiling limit of £2,000.00.
Various issues were discussed and following the discussions this proposal was received:  the Parish Council to purchase litter picking equipment and for it be loaned out to Environmental/litter picking groups.  Cllr S Pallett to send a list of equipment from the newly formed environmental group as what equipment is required.  Equipment purchased will be stored by the Parish Council.  This received a seconder and a vote was taken.
Resolved:  A ceiling limit of £2,000.00 was approved to purchase equipment to facilitate clean-ups for Upton and North Elmsall and for the equipment to be stored and loaned out by the Parish Council. Cllr S Pallett to forward to the Clerk a list of items to purchase with this ceiling limit of £2,000.00.

h) Cllr S Pallett – to discuss the issue of flytipping and excessive littering around the shop on Tom Wood Ash Lane.
As this issue had already been discussed with Cllrs during the report given by the Village Warden, the Chairman moved to the next item on the agenda.

i) Cllr P Kitching – to resite and repaint the Pit Wheel on Upton Country Park and to source permission for WMDC.
Various scenarios were discussed.  The Chairman suggested Cllrs bring their ideas forward and costings if possible to the next Parish Council meeting regarding smaller pit wheels and where to place them.
 

UPC 268 For the Parish Council to consider on-line banking and to approve/amend the DRAFT financial policy for online banking.
A proposal was received to approve the actions for on-line banking for the Parish Council and to approve the draft financial policy for online banking.  This received a seconder and a vote via a show of hands was requested by the Chairman.
Resolved:  All agreed for the Parish Council to have online banking for payments and approve the draft financial policy for online banking.  To note:  This policy can be amended at any time with approval for the Parish Council.


UPC 269 To select/approve further signatures to allow to approve payments to be made in line with the Policy for online banking/cheque payments.  These too to be approved by Barclays Bank 
 Resolved:  To leave in obeyance until after the 4th May 2023.


UPC 270 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
23/00152/FUL, 6 Melton Close, WF9 2XW.  Demolition of existing garage, part single storey part two storey extension to side
23/00238/CPL, 158 Smeaton Road, Upton, WF9 1LQ. Single storey outbuilding, incidental to the enjoyment of the dwelling.
23/00278/FUL The Orchard Farmstead, Elm Leys Farm, Royd Moor Lane
WF9 1GA.  Single storey extension rear and single storey attached garage to side.

APPROVED PLANNING - 
22/02201/FUL, Milestone Farm, Hall Lane, North Elmsall, WF9 2DZ
Construction of 2no. detached dwellings and conversion of barn to 1no. dwelling including cessation of agricultural use of the site, demolition of existing buildings and associated works 

Resolved:  No issues were raised


[bookmark: _Hlk68012665]UPC 271 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st February 2023 to 28th February 2023.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices prior to signing cheques.
Resolved:  Payments, statements and reports were approved.


UPC 272 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
Facebook:
· Requests to book the Village Hall
Emails:
Dear Pat
I have sent photos of the litter that is becoming a worsening problem at High Street.
There are no bins from the post office until you get to the miner’s memorial garden.
High Street is a very busy area especially at school times and to be honest all day every day.
Could I request that the council provide the precept payers of Upton with a bin that needs to be situated as close to the houses possible.
It may need two. I am aware that the Parish Cllrs are very aware of environmental issues. The litter on the photos is like that on a daily basis, this is not a accumulation of days, I have included the photos as advised previous.

Resolved:  All comments were noted.


UPC 273 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 




Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.00pm




Signed Chairman      _____________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________
 


2

8

