The public is reminded that these are DRAFT minutes, which means that they are not approved at the time of publication and may be subject to amendment before final approval at the next Parish Council meeting. The agreed minutes will be uploaded once they have been agreed by the Council at the appropriate meeting.


DRAFT MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
21st March 2022

Prior to the meeting District Cllr R Massey handed out to members of the Parish Council and members of the public copy of an email relating to a proposed residential scheme presented by Peter Wade.

As the Chairman of the Parish Council was unable to attend the meeting the Vice-chairman Cllr B Mears opened the meeting at 6.30pm. District Cllr R Massey and 6 members of the public.  The Chairman asked if any members of the public would like to raise any issues relating to the agenda items.

A public session was requested.  Issues raised. 
A member of the public stated he is forming a community group which already has 15 signed up members.  He is working with WMDC to set up the group correctly.  He spoke about bins being placed on the ‘old recreation ground’ and what the group want to achieve.  As the gentleman was asking quite a number of questions, the Clerk asked if he could write down his questions on the form provided and these would be answered in writing.  The gentleman carried on quite angrily and said all Parish Councillors were breaking their Code of Conduct.  The Clerk advised him to contact WMDC’s Monitoring Officer if he felt this way as this is the Parish Councils complaint procedure.  

The member of public was asked to take his seat.  He then left the meeting.

As no further issues were raised the Chairman proceed with the Parish Council meeting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		B Mears Vice-Chairman
				P Costello
				K Davison 
				L Dale
				E Griffin 
				J Greaves
				C Merrington
A Miles 
S Pallett
S Spencer
D Welsh

UPC 251 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillors S McCabe, P Kitching and I Bell. District Cllrs A Garbutt, J Carrington.
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted. 


UPC 252 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
252.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
252.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: None were received
 

UPC 253 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting Monday 21st February 2022.
As no issues were raised a vote was taken to approve the minutes.
Resolved:  The minutes from Monday 21st February 2022 were approved as a true record with the amendments requested.


UPC 254 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
District Cllr R Massey reported on information which he had handed out to members of the public and Parish Councillors relating to an email he had received concerning an approved planning application on Upton Country Park. He said Cllr A Garbutt had agreed to it.
Cllr S Pallett asked about the litter problems in our Villages and about litter bins disappearing.
District Cllr R Massey asked if the Parish Council had received the funding application form regarding the Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations and that the forms will have to be in before the 24th April 2022.
Cllr R Massey reported on the forthcoming boundary review.
District Cllr R Massey has met with the new Police Sergeant and requested a walk around Upton and North Elmsall with him and the Village Warden.  Cllr S McCabe asked various questions regarding the PCSO and the expectations of the Police.

Cllr R Massey left the meeting at this point.

UPC 255 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr A Miles asked if a response had been received from the letter sent to the Leader of WMDC regarding the Labour District Cllrs lack of attendance at Parish Council meetings.  Clerk said she had received notification it had been received. 


UPC 256 To request free use of the Village Hall on Saturday 26th March 2022 to hold a free Mother’s Day afternoon tea event – Friends of the Community.
Resolved:  Free use was approved


UPC 257 To receive information regarding costs for stables - To consider/approve increasing the amount charged to rent a stable only – Cllr K Davison
Clerk informed Cllrs she had made this an agenda item twice its also on as item 10 on the agenda.
Cllr K Davison explained why she thought the stable rent should go up.  There are staff costs to cover and maintenance for these as well.  Cllrs discussed this at length.  Cllr K Davison proposed a rise of £12.00 per week to make the stable rent £20.00 per week.  As grazing costs and allotment costs were discussed the Clerk suggested a further breakdown of costs for the financial year 1st April 2021 to 31st March 2022 for all of the areas and bring back to the Parish Council. 
Resolved:  Clerk to give a breakdown of stables, allotments and grazing for the current financial year and to place on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting
UPC 258 To receive updates on arrangements for the Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.  Cllrs K Davison and L Dale requesting a budget of £3,000.00 to purchase entertainment, food, and decorations for Sunday 5th June in the Village Hall. To approve free use of the Village Hall for the day.
Following discussions, a proposal to approve the budget of up to £3,000.00 and to compete the funding form which District Cllr R Massey had spoken about for the event.  This received a seconder and was approved: 
Resolved:  The budget of £3,000.00 was approved for the event and to complete the funding request form.


UPC 259 Parish Councillors new agenda items to consider/approve actions/costs: 

1) School Street Allotment Area, Community Garden Project - For Council to approve £8,000.00 to purchase equipment and to allow to start developing of the project. – Cllr P Costello. Reports and detailed costings will be available prior to the meeting.
Chairman asked if there was a report and costing available.  Cllr P Costello said they didn’t have a detailed list of costings as there is too much to cost but had a written report.  Cllr P Costello read out the report which told of the benefit a community garden can have on all aspects of life, from young to old and all types of disabilities and mental health and wellbeing.  Suggestions and discussions took place on how to set up a community group.  It was said there are already a number of members of the public would be interested in helping with this project.  First job is make good the surrounding fencing, clearing of the site, they will require a metal container, poly tunnels, etc. Cllr C Merrington has already secured a number of hand tools, spades etc.  Cllr B Mears said it would have been better if costings could have been provided so it could be seen where the £8,000.00 would be needed.  Issues of funding was discussed.   Cllr L Dale said as there is an agenda item to arrange a date for the project working party to meet this could be discussed at length then.
Resolved:  To source all costs for the project and to bring back to the next Parish Council meeting.

2) To approve an Environment Committee and to develop a Terms of Reference for the committee and its members.  – Cllr P Costello
3) For The Parish Council to develop an Environmental Policy with a view to approving at a later meeting. – Cllr P Costello
Cllrs discussed UPC 259 2 and 3 together and various suggestions were put forward.
Resolved:  Agreed for Cllrs to bring forward ideas for the next Parish Council meeting and to discuss further once a date has been approved to hold the next project working party.

4) Employment and Staffing Committee to develop and prepare a policy or plan of action. This will explain procedures for Councillors and Staff. To be used in times of staff holidays, illness, and possible crisis intervention. – Cllr P Costello
Resolved:  To take the issue to the Employment/Staffing Committee.

5) To arrange a date for a Project Working Party meeting so as to keep all Parish Councillors up to date with ongoing projects – Cllr P Kitching
Resolved:  To agree a date once costings information has been received from Cllr I Bell regarding the project on Rose Estate playing field. 

UPC 260 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st February 2022 to 28th February 2021.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
The Clerk was asked if the bank had refunded the £1,500.00 which had been taken out of the bank. Clerk responded this had been refunded.  No further issues were raised.
Resolved:  All payments, receipts and reports were approved.


UPC 261 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
18/02037/S7302. Ash Grove House, Ash Grove, South Elmsall, Pontefract, WF9 2TF
Exemplar Healthcare. Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of approved application 18/02037/FUL dated 17 May 2019 which granted full planning permission for a Erection of 30 bedcare home and extra care units (C2) with ancillary parking (description amended under 18/02037/
22/00197/FUL, 21 Harewood Lane, Upton, WF9 1HY.  Single storey extension to rear
	
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
22/00135/CPE Treetops, Waggon Lane, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1JS. Lawful development certificate for conversion of previously approved loft playroom to bedroom and bathroom.
22/00197/FUL, 21 Harewood Lane, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1HY Single storey extension to rear.
18/02037/NMC02, Ash Grove House, Ash Grove, South Elmsall, WF9 2TF Exemplar Healthcare. Non material amendment to approved planning application 18/02037/FUL dated 17 May 2019 (for the Erection of 30 bed care home and 4no extra care units (C2) with ancillary parking) to remove the reference to '4no. extra care units (C2)' and change the description
Resolved:  No issues were raised


UPC 262 New Correspondence received including Facebook enquiries and to decide actions/costs where necessary: 
· Further letter received from Citizen’s Advice regarding increase in cost and possible reduction is service - to decide/approve payment for the service – see attached letter.
Resolved:  To request numbers of people who has accessed the service over the last 12 months
· Letter re planning application emailed to Cllrs on the 8th March 2022 re: planning application number 22/00147/FUL
Letter was noted 


UPC 263 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
The Chairman asked the Council if they would be happy for the Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer to stay to help explain the situation on the next item on the agenda. – No objection was received


UPC 264 To discuss and approve actions relating to the report provided by the Allotment, stable and Grazing Officer.
An update on the situation was given by the Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer.


UPC 265 To approve recommended amendments to the current stable policy.
The following additions were approved to be added to the stable and grazing polices
· No passing of keys to other individuals not renting a stable.
· Communicate to stable users that access to stable area and grazing field is for horse owners and one individual only.
· If horse owners are unable to care for their horse because of holidays, illness or any other unforeseen circumstances you should contact the Stable Officer or Clerk with the name of the person (only one) to care for the horse.
· Named person to collect a key from the Stable Officer or Clerk and return the key when finished at the stable.
· Stable users to be made aware of contract they have signed and importance of adhering to the contract.
· No dogs on the stable block.
· If any name calling, body shaming, bullying or intimidation happens the person/persons will be banned from the stable and grazing area permanently.  This could lead to the termination of your stable and if applicable grazing lease.


UPC 266 To clarify any/all actions, who is to implement the actions regarding UPC 220, discuss the written proposal put forward by the Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer to split the role into two positions on a strict no detriment basis recommended by Chris Geeson BA CPFA FSLCC, Local Council Consultant in July 2019, in recommendation number 41 in the Health Check report – Please note the office has been reconfigured so this will now enable a further person working part time from the office if the Parish Council choose this over home working.
The Clerk suggested waiting for the boundary review and to source quotes for a ‘time and motion’ evaluation on the Clerks job be carried out in a couple of months’ time.  Various scenario’s were discussed.  An amendment was proposed to carry out the time and motion evaluation and for the Clerk to source quotes for an independent study. This was seconded and a vote was taken   
Resolved:  The amendment carried 

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.26pm

Signed Chairman _________________________________________


Date: ________________________________
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