MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD
17th JUNE 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Five members of the public were in attendance.  The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm following the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.  Attending also were the Parish Councils Allotment Officer, Mrs Angela Spencer and Village Warden, Mr Paul Wilson.

Public session was requested:

A Member of the public requested to speak on item 12h on the agenda and had produced a document regarding the item requesting a draft questionnaire which Cllr A Miles had requested be sent to every property within the Parish Councils boundary.  The Chairman asked the Parish Council if it would be happy to allow Standing Orders to be suspended to allow the resident to speak and hand out a copy of her document when the item would be discussed.  No objections were received.


[bookmark: _Hlk135734191]Cllrs attended		P Costello – Chairman
L Taylor – Vice Chair
A Holmes
A Miles
B Mears 
				C Merrington
E Farmer
E Jones
K Wilson
P Dainty
S Pallett

Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin

UPC 39 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Resolved: No apologies were received.


UPC 40 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  No apologies were received.


UPC 41 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
41.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: No declarations of interest were received.
41.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 42 To approve minutes from the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held May 20th, 2024.
Amendment approved:  
UPC 01 Cllr P Costello was elected as Chair for the ensuing year.
UPC07 Cllr E Farmer not Cllr L Taylor
Resolved:  The minutes from the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 20th May 2024 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 43 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting held May 20th, 2024.
Resolved: The minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 20th May 2024 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 44 To approve minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting 13th May 2024.
Resolved: The minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting 13th May after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 45 To approve minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden Community meeting 3rd June 2024. 
Resolved: The minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden Community meeting after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 46 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Apologies were received from District Cllrs, A Garbutt, J Carrington and M Roberts who is on holiday.  Clerk said she had received emails from Cllr J Carrington with regards to the road works.


UPC 47 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr B Mears asked as to why the District Cllrs couldn’t attend the meeting.  Cllr S Pallett was concerned that residents were unable to see them face to face.  A proposal was received to contact the District Cllrs to ask if the Parish Council changed the day of the Parish Council meeting would they be able to attend.  This was seconded and approved by the Parish Council. 
Cllr L Taylor reported the A Frame leading onto the Recreation Ground is fine but the A Frame leading from the Recreation Ground to the Rugby Club is 6 inch wider. 
Cllr L Taylor reported Friends of the Community Food Bank has been in contact with her and reported since January 2024 they have helped 240 adults, 176 children, 7 cats and 14 dogs.
Cllr P Costello asked if Cllr E Farmer could explain what is the chocolate van and why doesn’t the Parish Council know about it?  Cllr E Farmer explained this is what the children have nicknamed it as the youth leaders give out hot chocolate drinks.  Cllr S Pallett went into further detail on this WMDC service.
Cllr S Pallett said he had been contacted by a number of residents asking what is happening with School Street allotment and is there a plan available? Cllr L Taylor informed the Council of a meeting which is to take place with allotment holders on Tuesday 18th June at 6.00pm.  
Cllr S Pallett reported damage had been caused to the gate leading onto Green Lane again but will look into getting this repaired.


UPC 48 To consider an official opening of the Rose Estate new playing area.
This was discussed at length with various suggestions put forward. 
Resolved:  Date agreed Saturday 6th July 2024, 11.00am until 2.00pm.  Cllr B Mears will sort out a bouncy castle and free ice-cream for children only.  A budget of £2,000.00 ceiling limit.

UPC 49 Christmas Pantomime for 2024 – to approve costs and date Saturday 7th December 2024 and for two showing of 12.00 noon and 3.00pm.
Resolved:  Costs for the year Pantomime was approved and date approved.


UPC 50 To approve where to place the CCTV camera’s (3 remaining).
Resolved:  Approved places were both stable blocks 1 and 2, a further camera on Harewood Lane allotment site.  Due to the Village Warden sourcing a good deal for the cameras leaving an amount to purchase a further camera to be place on Green Lane on Parish Council land.  The Parish Councils existing policy for CCTV will be enforced on the extra camera’s.


UPC 51 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:
a. Cllr P Dainty - Youth Provisions – Cllr P Dainty spoke about the lack of facilities for the youth.  Asked if funding could be sourced for the neglected BMX track on Upton Country Park which is across from Tom Wood Ash Lane.  
Resolved:  Clerk to contact District Cllrs about funding to develop the site

b. Cllr E Farmer - Upton Youth Club - approve any actions from this item.
Reported she had contacted WMDC regarding this building and handed out a copy of the convent, which is on the site and building, which lead to a discussion between Parish Councillors.  She was happy to lobby WMDC to demolish the existing building and to build a new one.  Clerk suggested the interested Cllrs form an official Working Party using the current approved Terms of Reference and to organise a meeting for interested Parish Cllrs.
Resolved: Cllr E Farmer will contact the Clerk as to when she would like to arrange a meeting with interested Parish Cllrs.

c. Cllr E Farmer – Outdoor exercise equipment for Rose Estate – to approve any actions from this item. 
Cllr E Farmer said she had gained a number of quotes for outdoor equipment on Rose Estate playing field and had copies of quotes ready to hand out.  The Clerk suggested due to large cost implications to bring this to the next Parish Council meeting so as quotes can be sent out to Parish Cllrs to view prior to the meeting.
Resolved:  To bring the quotes back to the next Parish Council meeting.

d. Cllr L Taylor – Christmas tree provisions for 2024 – to approve any actions from this item.
Resolved:  To approve for one 18ft Christmas tree for the junction of High Street/Field Lane and two 14 ft Christmas trees, one for North Elmsall and one for Bell Street from WMDC.  To also ask WMDC about lighting of the two smaller trees.

e. Cllr L Taylor and C Merrington – requesting to remove the box hedging from the War Memorial and to replace with flowers – to approve any actions and costs from this item.
Cllr Merrington explained the children from Upton Junior School would be planting flowers same as last year but both he and Cllr L Taylor felt the box hedging was becoming overgrown and untidy, to remove this and replace with geraniums.  Cllr Merrington said he would estimate a cost of £500.00 with skip hire.  He had received a quote from First Impressions £20.00 for 80 geraniums. Following further discussions the following was resolved: 
Resolved:  Approved to remove the box hedging and replace with geraniums and approved £500.00 plus a £200.00 contingency to carry out the works. 

f. Cllrs P Costello, L Taylor, C Merrington, E Farmer - to receive a verbal report regarding the upgrading of the Miners Memorial.
Cllr P Costello gave an update lead on this issue following a site visit and this led to a long discussion about the site and how to upgrade the garden. Cllr P Costello read out two options for the garden. It was suggested to get a quote for both option 1 and option 2.  Clerk recommended more than one quote be sourced for best value. As a member of the public the Chair suspended Standing Orders.  The resident informed the Parish Council she knows of someone who had a genuine pit wheel for sale.  She was asked by the Parish Council if she could source the price for this and inform the Parish Council.
Resolved:  To source quotes for both options put forward by Cllr P Costello and to bring back to the Parish Council.  If costs were received for the sale of the pit wheel to bring this to the next Parish Council meeting.

g. Cllr A Miles: 
1. To receive approve/amend a draft copy of a questionnaire Cllr A Miles has requested be sent out to every property in Upton and North Elmsall. 
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders for the member of public to address the Parish Council regarding this item. Parish Cllrs thanked the member of public for the input.  She spoke of her concerns about the questionnaire which she had written down and a copy was handed to each Cllr. This item was discussed at great length especially the wording of the questionnaire. 
Resolved:  It was agreed for Cllr A Miles to reword the questionnaire and bring back to the next Parish Council meeting.

2. To approve costs of printing and delivery of the questionnaire.  
Cllr A Miles had sourced a quote from one firm which the Parish Council was happy with, but no quotes for printing of the questionnaire had been sourced, but Cllr A Miles said it could be £400.00.  A suggestion was put to the Council to have a £100.00 prize as an incentive.  Following further discussions, the Chairman asked for a vote for who was in favour of having a questionnaire.  5 votes for and 2 against with 3 abstentions.
Resolved:  It was agreed to do the questionnaire but to reword the document and to approve costs at the next Parish Council meeting.  


UPC 52 To note change of date for the Parish Council meeting April 2025 from Monday 21st April to Monday 28th April due to a late Easter Bank holiday.
Resolved: Agreed.


UPC 53 To receive Internal Audit report.
Resolved:  The report was noted.


UPC 54 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st May 2024 to 31st May 2024.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.  


UPC 56 Planning Matters
None received


UPC 57 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
[bookmark: _Hlk130389310][bookmark: _Hlk138254999][bookmark: _Hlk140658038]Facebook: Bookings for the Village Hall, children’s parties etc. 

Written Correspondence: None received.


UPC 58 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved: Item not required.





As there were no further items to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and input.  



Signed ________________________________________________
Chairman 



Date ___________________________________________________
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