MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
19th JUNE 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm. 14 members of public attended.  

A public session was requested.

Issues raised:
Items on the agenda for 17a and 17b
(17a) if the Council are considering placing toilet facilities on the Community Garden on School Street allotments would the Council consider placing toilet facilities on Harewood Lane allotment site as this is a much larger site.  The Chairman suggested this be made an item on the next Parish Council agenda.
(17b) If the Council are considering raising the grazing lease rent, does the expenditure exceed the income.  Clerk expressed the agenda item isn’t a proposal to increase the rent this would have to be a specific agenda item.
Minutes from the Allotment/Community Garden Committee: if approved how are the allotment holders going to be elected on to the Committee.  Clerk responded there is an application form to complete, and this can be forwarded on to the Committee.
A question was asked of the Chairman ‘as he stood as Community Minded for the Parish Council and Reform UK for District Council would any decisions made be for the benefit of this Parish’.  The Chairman and other Councillors spoke on the issue following this question.  The Chairman responded to say the Parish Council is not political and any decisions made will be for the benefit of this community.
A question was raised regarding the upgrading of Rose Estate play equipment. Cllr S Pallett said he is looking into arranging a meeting with Sutcliffe Play and the Councillor who was dealing with this has not stood for election this time for Council.
A discussion took place following a question raised about what has Community Minded done in the last 8 years.
Item 17e on the agenda, would the Council take into consideration people with dementia who use this Village Hall and consider purchasing chairs with straight legs.  The Council said it would.
Who would maintain/clean the toilets if approved on the allotment sites.  Cllr C Merrington said he would do this.

Cllrs attended		A Miles - Chairman
				A Holmes
B Mears 
				C Merrington
E Farmer
E Jones
K Wilson
L Taylor
P Howard
S Pallett

Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin

UPC 36 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Cllrs P Costello and P Morton sent apologies for not attending.
Resolved: Absences were noted.  

UPC 37 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Cllr B Mears requested if Cllrs have a personal issue as to why they are unable to attend this should be emailed to the Clerk or Chairman prior to the meeting, not to just say other reasons/unforeseen circumstances which could be seen as poor excuse not to attend.  It was suggested this should be taken on board when approving reasons for absence.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved.


UPC 38 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
38.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: Declaration of a pecuniary interest received from Cllr K Wilson on item 7 on the agenda.
38.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 39 To approve the minutes from the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 15th May 2023.
No were raised regarding the minutes from the Parish Council meeting 15th May 2023, a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
 Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 15th May 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 40 To approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting 15th May 2023.
No were raised regarding the minutes from the Parish Council meeting 15th May 2023, a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
Resolved: The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 15th May 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 41 To approve the minutes and approve recommendations from the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee 5th June 2023.
No issues raised regarding the minutes from the Allotment/Community Committee 5th June 2023.
Resolved: The minutes and recommendations made by the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee 5th June 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 42 To receive and approve the minutes and actions from the Employment and Staffing Committee 12th June 2023 – please note if you wish to discuss any member of staff regarding these minutes, please move this into private business.
No issues were raised regarding the minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee 12th June 2023.
Resolved: The minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee were approved as a true record.


UPC 43 To approve a date for the Finance Working Party meeting.
Resolved: Monday 10th July 2023 at 5.00pm.


UPC 44 To discuss the position of the Chairman of the Parish Council and ex – officio status – see information supplied by YLCA. 
Information received.
Chairman of the Parish Council being ex-officio
Q. Can the Chairman of the Parish Council attend committee meetings as ex-officio?
A. There is no provision in legislation to stipulate whether a chair can or cannot attend meetings of a committee of a local authority, ie Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council, by virtue of being the elected chair of the council, ie ex-officio. Therefore, because there is nothing in law to allow or prevent this, it is the responsibility of the individual council to define whether it permits it. This is where the terms of reference for committees are vitally important (and are required by law, ie Local Government Act 1972, Section 102). It is possible that the Council may resolve that the Chair is an ex-officio member of some committees but not others – all of this is in the hands of the Council to decide.

a. Do the Parish Council permit the Chairman of the Parish Council to attend Parish Council Committee meetings as an ex-officio.
Resolved: Approved.
b. If approved do you wish the ex-officio to take part in any private business of the said committee.
Resolved: Denied 
c. If approved to state which Parish Council Committees, they can attend.
Resolved:  Both the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee and the Employment/Staffing Committee
d. If approved do the Parish Council wish to give voting rights to the Chairman as ex-officio.
Resolved: Approved.

UPC 45 To receive verbal or written reports from District Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
No District Cllr was in attendance but an email report was received from Cllr A Garbutt regarding works completed on Upton Park.


UPC 46 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr S Pallett reported he had been dealing with a resident at North Elmsall who has found a deer which had been gutted and its entails had been left.  Also issues with anti-social behaviour.
Cllr S Pallett reported he had been making enquiries about issues raised at the last Parish Council meeting about youths being left off an organised bus trip.  This led to lengthy discussion which the Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow members of the public to speak.  It was suggested that youth provisions could possibly be placed on the next agenda. The Chairman reinstated Standing Orders.
Cllr S Pallett reported the SESKU Festival Committees school disco which has been arranged for the 6th July 2023.
Cllr B Mears asked if WDH could be contacted to ask when the building works would be completed on Field Lane as he had received a number of complaints regarding the constant traffic issues this is causing.  He was informed by Cllr S Pallett of an event in the Upton Arms arranged to take place on the 29th June 2023 which is a meet and greet as the building works were set to finish around this time.
Cllr B Mears asked who will be cutting the grass around the Parish Councils whiskey barrels as they are currently looking untidy and the grass around them is not being cut.  It was suggested the Village Warden could accommodate this works.
 

UPC 47 Approve date for the Parish Councils annual pantomime for the 9th December 2023.
Resolved:  The date was approved; it was requested Parish Councillors consider volunteering for the event.  


UPC 48 Would the Parish Council consider setting a limit as to when to request three quotes for works to be carried out – suggestion for costs over £3,500.00, due to difficulties gaining quotes for smaller works.
Resolved: This was approved with the proviso the Chairman and Vice-chairman approve the payment in the first instance. 


UPC 49 To consider/approve a list of approved contactors to contact for works for the Parish Council.
Resolved:  Approved, to compile a list of current contractors the Parish Council use.  Any new contracted to be added at a later date must be approved by the Parish Council in the first instance.


UPC 50 To approve risk assessment for the new whiskey barrels/flower displays. 
Resolved:  The risk assessment was approved.


UPC 51 Request received to approve an official opening day for the Community Garden on School Street, a Saturday and Sunday in July.  To request refreshments be purchased for the opening day. Possibly up to £70.00 for refreshments and to consider purchasing an amount of bunting if no other can be sourced and provide leaflets.  Possibly allow £100.00/£130.00.  To consider awarding delegated powers to allow the Allotment/Community Garden Committee/Allotment Officer to organise the event.
Cllrs discussed the issue; a suggestion was made by Cllr E Jones to see if children would like to make the bunting.  Cllr C Merrington said he would speak with the Headteacher.
Resolved:  The date for the event is Saturday 27th July 2023.  The Chairman approved up to £200.00 also from his Chairmans allowance to go to costs for the event as well.  Also approved to give delegated powers to the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee and the Allotment Officer to organise the event.


UPC 52 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:
a) UPC 52 Cllr C Merrington – requesting a winter maintenance budget for the and other items to purchase for the Community Garden on School Street – see attached costs and items. 
Resolved:  Approved costs for winter maintenance which included 5 tonnes of topsoil, 20 tonne of manure, 52 bags of compost, 52 bags of fertilizer – total approximately £1000.00.  Other costs for approximately £1167.38 were put forward for approval for other items, but it was agreed to leave these items in obeyance.

b) Cllr C Merrington - to approve costs for toilets for the Community Garden on School Street to allow further use of children from Upton Primary School.  Some information is provided. To allow the Allotment/Community Garden Committee with the Allotment Officer to deal with this issue once a cost has been approved.
Resolved:  Cllr C Merrington to bring back to full Parish Council a total cost for installation etc, and approved costs to supply the same toilet facility for Harewood Lane allotment site too.

c) Cllr A Miles - To review grazing field and stable policy/lease and charges – To make amendments if required. – copy is included – please bring any suggested amendments to the Parish Council meeting.
Resolved:  To allow the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee to look at any amendments and to bring back to full Council.

d) Cllr A Miles - To speak to Wakefield MDC about the possibility of removing the play equipment at the rear of Upton Youth Centre and siting it in a more suitable place. 
Various suggestions were discussed. 
Resolved:  It was agreed not to take this any further.


UPC 53 UPC 56 To approve section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/2023 and for the Chairman to sign the AGAR.
Resolved: Section 1 of AGAR was approved and signed by the Chairman.


UPC 54 UPC 57 To approve section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/2023 and for the Chairman to sign the AGAR.
Resolved: Section 2 of AGAR was approved and signed by the Chairman


UPC 55 To receive the internal audit report for the year ending 31st March 2023.
Resolved:  The report was noted.


UPC 56 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st May 2023 to 31th May 2023.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
No issues were raised.  
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.


UPC 57 Planning matters:  - see attached list
23/00897/FUL Ardene Cottage Waggon Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1JS. Extension to existing detached rear garage and new pitched roof, preceded by demolition of adjacent pre-cast concrete garage. 


UPC 58 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR:

[bookmark: _Hlk130389310]Facebook:
Various enquiries for hall activities
Various works requested, grass cutting reporting of grates etc
Request for a litter bin on High Street

Emails:
Request for bees on Parish Council land 


Letters:
None received. 
Resolved:  All comments and written correspondence were noted.

UPC 59 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved


UPC 60 Quote received/approve to repair gates on School Street allotment site.
Quote not yet received.

Cllr K Wilson left the meeting at this point.

The Clerk gave an update regarding item 7 on the agenda.  She explained, following an informal chat with the Village Warden and Cllrs C Merrington, E Farmer, E Jones and P Costello from the Employment/Staffing Committee, they had three recommendations for the Parish Council to consider for the Village Warden, which were read out to them.  A lengthy discussion took place which led to Cllr B Mears leaving the meeting.

A suggestion was received from Cllr S Pallett who said in his past employment he was in HR and feels the Village Wardens current job description is not fit for purpose, and would be happy to draft a new job description for the Village Warden. The Clerk said she would forward on to Cllr S Pallett information which had been previously provided at the informal chat with the Village Warden.  
  


As no other business was left to be discussed the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.05pm


Signed Chairman      _____________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________
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