MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
20th June 2022

There were 5 members of the public in attendance.  The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  Also in attendance was District Cllr R Massey.

Public session requested:
A question was raised regarding the litter bins which had been purchased for the recreation ground on Waggon Lane.  Clerk responded they had been ordered and waiting on delivery. 

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		P Costello - Chairman
B Mears
				I Bell
				K Davison 
				J Greaves 
E Griffin 
				C Merrington
S McCabe 
A Miles 
S Pallett
D Welsh
S Wooldridge

UPC 36 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillors, P Kitching, L Dale and K Davison. District Cllrs A Garbutt, J Carrington were attending a meeting at WMDC
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted. 


UPC 37 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
37.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
37.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: None were received
 

UPC 38 To approve minutes from the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 16th May 2022. Please note:  All DRAFT minutes are not approved at the time of publication and may be subject to amendment before final approval at the next Parish Council meeting. The agreed minutes will be uploaded once they have been agreed by the Council at the appropriate meeting.
Amendments requested and approved:  UPC 05 Cllr S Pallett has been missed off the Employment/Staffing Committee, Cllr A Miles is on twice. UPC 06 date to be changed from 23rd April to 23rd May 2022
 As no further issues were raised a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
Resolved:  After being circulated, the minutes with approved amendments from the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council Monday 16th May 2022 were approved as a true record.


UPC 39 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 16th May 2022. 
No issues were raised, a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record via a show of hands.
Resolved:  After being circulated, the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 16th May 2022 were approved as a true record.


UPC 40 To approve report from the Employment/Staffing Committee 23rd May 2022
The report was noted.  The Chairman requested it minuting she was disappointed the meeting didn’t go ahead when the meeting was quorate.


UPC 41 To approve report from the Employment/Staffing Committee 31st May 2022
The report was noted


UPC 42 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr P Costello thanked Cllr R Massey and his wife for attending the organised Jubilee events in the village.
Cllr R Massey report:
Planning consent which was approved in 2020 at Upton Country Park.
Road Closure at North Elmsall starting on the 3rd July 2022.
Issues with the current bus service to Pontefract and Wakefield – Cllr S Pallett said he would work with Cllr R Massey to source further information.
Armed Forces Day at Pontefract Park 3rd July 2022.
Issues were discussed regarding the approved planning application by Peter Wade on Upton Country Park.
Cllr R Massey spoke of a 10 million pound funding pot for regeneration and he will have a go at getting something for this area. Cllr P Costello asked for volunteers from the Parish Council to work with Cllr R Massey on this issue.  Cllr S McCabe asked if the criteria could be brought to the next Parish Council meeting which Cllr R Massey said he would.
Cllr Massey will chase up the time frame for work to be carried out on the car-park next to the school.


UPC 43 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr A Miles raised the issue of the lack of attendance by two District Councillors. He requested this to be an agenda item for the next Parish Council meeting.
Cllr S Pallett and P Costello reported some Jubilee bunting had been removed from the Miners Memorial Garden.
Cllr P Costello SESKU Committee will be celebrating 50 years of service to the community.  
Cllr P Costello asked if any Cllrs would like to volunteer to help at the disco event at Minsthorpe Academy Friday 1st July 2022 with SESKU Committee.


UPC 44 To approve insurance renewal and to approve renewal terms – see attached
Resolved:  Agreed to the 5 year quote for the renewal of the Insurance cover by Zurich.


UPC 45 To request and approve a public consultation is carried out regarding Rose Estate play area via the Parish Councils Facebook page, a letter drop to resident around the area of Rose Estate and to display the project in the Book Exchange in the Village Hall for people to also leave their comments.
Discussions took place and further quotes for works to be sourced as well as to carry on with the public consultation for the upgrade of Rose Estate playing field.  A proposer and seconder were received. The Chairman asked for a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  To carry out a public consultation as suggested and to source further quotes.


UPC 46 To consider/approve Cllr I Bell delegated powers and any other Cllr wishing to become involved with the improvements to Rose Estate playing field regarding funding application(s) meeting with contractors etc.  To make it a regular item on the agenda to allow progress reports to be given so to keep all members of the Parish Council up to date.
Cllr A Miles raised issues relating to delegated powers being given to Parish Councillors. Various points were made regarding delegated powers for this scheme.  Cllr I Bell said it would be just to meet with contactors etc to get the scheme moving and report back to the Parish Council.  Cllr Miles said he was happy with this. Cllr S McCabe and Cllr J Greaves both said they would like to become involved. A proposer and seconder were received. The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
 Resolved:  Cllr I Bell, S McCabe and J Greaves were approved the requested delegated powers. 


[bookmark: _Hlk105660891]UPC 47 To consider/approve giving delegated powers to Cllr C Merrington, P Costello and any other Cllr wishing to become involved with decision making on the spending regarding the ring-fenced amount of £20,000.00 for the School Street Allotment Community Garden. To make it a regular agenda item for updates regarding the progress of the scheme so to keep all members of the Parish Council up to date.
The Clerk explained to Cllr A Miles this item was dealing with money and allowing Cllrs to spend money for the project on behalf of the Parish Council.   Cllr A Miles said he was happy with this as it was ringfenced and approved funds.  All invoices will be given to the Clerk/RFO for payment.  A proposer and seconder were received.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  Cllrs P Costello and C Merrington were approved the requested delegated powers.
 

UPC 48 To approve draft policy for laptop, tablet and mobile devices for Parish Councillors and members of staff.
Resolved:  The policy was approved.


UPC 49 To consider/discuss approve changes to the Parish Councils Grants Policy as agreed at the Parish Council meeting May 16th, 2022 – see draft YLCA Grant policy and Terms of Reference from YLCA. 
The draft grant policy and terms of reference was approved with the following changes/additions:
Point 5 to only have one date for submissions 30th September of each year.
  To add to point 9 to be able to demonstrate they have applied for other funding streams
To add point 12 The Parish Council, request a report to be submitted on how the grant award has been spent and how this has benefited the group.



UPC 50 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda.
a. Cllr C Merrington – Solar Panels for the Village Hall – consider a group of Cllrs look at various possibilities. 
Resolved:  To source surveys.

b. Cllr C Merrington – Upgrade current gas heating system to electric heaters for the Village Hall – consider a group of Cllrs look at various possibilities.
Resolved:  To source surveys, 

c. Cllr C Merrington – Garden and allotment of the year competition. Cllr Miles would like to get involved.  
Resolved: Approved £100.00 for 1st prise £50.00 for 2nd prize and £25.00 for 3rd prize.  Cllr A miles requested he became involved with the scheme.

d. Cllr S Wooldridge – To consider replacing the flower display box on Sheepwalk Lane due to damage caused to the existing one.
Resolved: To approve £250.00 to replace the flower display box.

e. Employment/Staffing Committee – Requesting the Parish Council elect more Cllrs on to the Employment and Staffing Committee and to elect a Chairman for the ensuing year. 
The Chairman said to strike off electing a Chairman as this was not in the Terms of Reference for the Employment/Staffing Committee. Cllr P Kitching had previously notified the Clerk she would like to be considered and Cllr S McCabe were nominated to be elected.
Resolved:  Both Cllr P Kitching and S McCabe were approved. A meeting was arranged for Monday 27thth June 2022.

f. Cllr S Pallett – Asset Committee – no further information.  To consider using the current Terms of Reference for the Project Working Party until a bespoke Terms of Reference has been approved by the Parish Council. 
Resolved:  To leave in obeyance.

g. Cllr A Miles - To set up a committee to plan for the building of a new community centre/village hall. This would be a multipurpose, eco-friendly building. The location and funding to be arranged.
Resolved:  Cllrs A Miles and Cllr S Pallett to work together to source more information.

h. Cllr P Costello - To discuss/approve costs for a quarterly newsletter to be delivered to all parishioners properties.
Cllr P Costello made suggestions as to what could be placed in a newsletter
Resolved: Cllr P Costello, J Greaves and E Griffin to work together on this.


UPC 51 To receive an allotment report and to approve any actions/costs thereafter.
To source costings for the removal of the larger fir trees. To allow Allotment Officer to write to persons in stable block 2 to clear away any old debris, sheds etc.
Resolved:  To approve all recommended actions within the report.


UPC 52 To receive Village Wardens report and recommendations.
It was proposed to allow Cllr P Costello as Chairman, Cllr K Davison and Vice-Chair and Cllr C Merrington to approve any costs for items which the Village Warden requires instead of bringing to the Parish Council meeting.  This received a seconder. The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved.  The proposal was approved.


UPC 53 To approve costs for petrol rotary lawnmower
Various issues were discussed regarding what would be better for the Village Warden to use. It was proposed to purchase a ride on mower and work in conjunction with the Village Warden and if one is found at a reasonable cost to email out to Parish Councillors to allow it to be purchased.  The proposal received a seconder.  Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The proposal was approved.


UPC 54 Request from Friends of the Community to site a bench for the Queens Platinum Celebrations on Parish Council land – possibly School Street green.
Resolved:  No objections were received 


UPC 55 To approve the request from Bless Community Services to place their sign outside on the wall of the Village Hall. 
Resolved:  To request measurements of the sign.


UPC 56 To approve section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/2022
Resolved:  The AGAR was approved, and the Chairman signed section 1.


UPC 57 To approve section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/2022
Resolved:  The AGAR was approved, and the Chairman signed section 2 
  

UPC 58 To approve the amendments received from YLCA regarding changes to the Parish Councils Financial Regulations – see attached:
Resolved:  Agreed to the amendments


UPC 59 To arrange a date and time to hold a Finance Working Party meeting
Resolved:  Monday 27th June 2022.


UPC 60 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st May 2022 to 31st May 2022.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
Resolved:  All receipts and payments were approved.


UPC 61 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
22/00559/CPL  41 Ruby Lane, Upton, WF9 1FA. Erection of Single Storey Extension to Side.
22/01053/FUL 2 Manor View, Upton, WF9 1NG – Summer house to rear


APPROVED PLANNING 
22/00167/FUL, Gwent Bungalow, Doncaster Road Siting of mobile home for ancillary residential purposes (retrospective) Application Approved
18/02037/S7302. Ash Grove House, Ash Grove, South Elmsall, Pontefract, WF9 2TF
Exemplar Healthcare. Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of approved application 18/02037/FUL dated 17 May 2019 which granted full planning permission for a Erection of 30 bedcare home and extra care units (C2) with ancillary parking (description amended under 18/02037/
Resolved:   No issues were raised.


UPC 62 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: 
· Email from a resident regarding Walton Wood – Noted.
· Invite for Chairman from Featherstone Town Council - to attend the unveiling of ‘Fighting from Home’ statues. – Noted.
· Thank you card from the Keep Fit over 60s group for the Queens Jubilee afternoon Tea event. – Noted.
  
UPC 63 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved 
[bookmark: _Hlk68073712][bookmark: _Hlk75935212]

UPC 64 To arrange a meeting as Trustees of the Recreation Ground with WMDC, Spatial Policy Team and CISWO regarding the ‘Old Recreation Ground’, Waggon Lane.
 Resolved: Clerk to arrange.

UPC 65 To approve a quote for repair to flagpole at the War Memorial and to approve costs for yearly maintenance check of two flagpoles – one quote received awaiting a further quote
Resolved:  To look at purchasing a new flag pole due to costs to repair.
Clerk left the meeting at this point.
UPC 66 Letter to Parish Councillors regarding the Clerks previous request to the Employment and Staffing Committee for the meeting 29th December 2021.
Resolved:  To pass on to the Employment/Staffing Committee.

Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.55pm




Signed Chairman _________________________________________


Date: ________________________________
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