MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
21ST JUNE 2021

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm, 39 members of the public and District Cllr R Massey were in attendance.  The Chairman asked members of the public if they wished to raise any issues.  

The Chairman asked the Clerk if any questions has been received prior to the start of the meeting, Clerk said none had been received. 
Issues was raised regarding pathways around housing estates and the Village Hall not being cut and looked after.
A lengthy debate took place regarding item 7 on the agenda, Donation Request for Bless Community Services both for and against.
 
 Over the next 26 minutes members of the public 


As there were no further questions the Chairman proceed with the Parish Council meeting at 6.36pm

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attending		I Bell  
				P Costello
				L Dale
				K Davison 
				P Kitching - Chairman
				B Mears – Vice-Chairman
				C Merrington
A Miles 
S Pallett
L Pallett
				D Welsh
Stuart Wooldridge
Susan Wooldridge
S Spencer

	
UPC 033 To approve apologies for absence. 
[bookmark: _Hlk514829466]Apologies received from District Cllrs J Carrington and A Garbutt. Apologies were also received from Parish Councillor E Teasdale.
Resolved: Apologies were noted.


UPC 034 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
3.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
3.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No requests for dispensations were received. Cllr K Davison verbally declared an interest in item 7 on the agenda due to one of the Directors of Bless Community Services being her daughter.  A completed written declaration of Interest was received from Cllr P Kitching regarding item 18 on the agenda as she is treasurer for Friends of the Community


UPC 035 To approve minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and the Parish Council meeting both held on 17th May 2021
Resolved: After approved amendments to attendees the Minutes from the meetings after being circulated were approved as a true record.



UPC 036 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
District Cllr R Massey gave the following report:
· Minthorpe playing field and skate park requires a general tidy up with regards to grass and hedges cutting, signs cannot be seen and areas around the seats are overgrown.  He suggested graffiti boards at the skateboard park and better benches and lit signs.  No lighting on pathways which is unsafe.
· Gave details on the SESKU Pride event – Cllr P Costello also added to this report with further information dates/venues etc on fundraising events for SESKU Pride.
· Spoke about Wakefield Armed Forces day
· New development to be called St Georges Close which is just off Common Lane.
· He is trying to arrange a meeting with local Police Officers and will keep in touch with the Chairman about this.
· This is the first NHS frontline workers day on Monday 5th July 2021, and he will be nominating Bless Community Services for an award
· Cllr A Miles reported overgrown trees near the new footpath on the A638 which are obscuring street lighting
Cllr S Pallett reported the bad state of the road along Common Lane.
Cllr B Mears also reported issues with a leaking waterpipe on Field Lane which has been a problem for over 2 years.  District Cllr R Massey said he would report these problems.

District Cllr Jessica Carrington sent in the following report which the Chairman read out:
Upton and North Elmsall
· Antisocial behaviour (ASB) – small piece of land off Wrangbrook Lane, ASB with off road bikes.  Information has been passed to the police and WMDC to look into to see if the land can be made more secure. 
· Climate questions – questions regarding smoke free zones across the district and green energy support from a resident in Upton, passed to WMDC to respond.  
· Bins – enquiry regarding household and garden bin collections on farmland. 
· Foliage – requested for foliage to be cut back on a footpath near Upton Country Park, fisherman’s entrance side. 
· Active and Inspired funding – District Councillors Carrington, Garbutt and Ward had access to the Active and Inspired fund which has now been allocated to provide some services from WFYouth for youth workers in Ackworth and Upton.  Upton Rugby Club have also received some funding and will be working with WFYouth and District Councillors. 

The Chairman thanked the District Councillors for their reports and moved on to the next agenda item.


UPC 037 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr P Costello started to raise issues regarding the report with two Parish Councillors and Bless Community Services.  The Chairman stated this was already an item on the agenda.
Cllr L Pallett asked if the Parish Council would support traffic calming signs near the school.  Cllr Mears said they were already in place and the Caretaker switches them on and off.
Cllr P Kitching reported maybe for a later date to use tablets etc to stop the use of excessive paper.  This was a suggestion put forward by Cllr I Bell.
Cllr P Kitching also suggested the setting up of Parish Council surgeries.


UPC 038 To receive a report from Cllrs S Spencer and P Kitching as approved representatives of the Parish Council following the informal meeting with Bless Community Services regarding the donation request.
Parish Councillors received a copy of the report prior to the meeting
Cllr S Spencer read out the full report following the information meeting held on Friday 11th June 2021. Based on the information provided and to keep within paragraph 8 and 9 of section 137 of the LGA 1972 to recommend £17,500.00 as a one-off award.  Member of the public were speaking without standing orders being suspended. The Chairman reminded members of the public regarding speaking when the Parish Council is trying to transact business. Cllrs also made comments on the report to which Cllr S Spencer and P Kitching answered.  To end the long discussion on this item, the Chairman stated Cllr S Spencer emailed all members of the Parish Council to ask if any member of the council had any questions for the meeting with Bless Community Services.  Questions asked were put forward by Cllr S Spencer and herself both the questions and responses are in the report so to move on to the next item on the agenda.
Resolved:  The report was noted.


UPC 039 Bless Community Services donation request received for £34,978.00 – to discuss/approve.
Cllr S Pallett requested a named vote.  Members of the public again were speaking without standing orders being suspended.  Both the Chairman and Vice-chairman reminded member of the public regarding speaking while Parish Council business was trying to be transacted.  A proposal was received to award the full amount of £34,978.00 and this received a seconder.  The Chairman asked if there were any amendments.  An amendment was received, to take the recommendation made of £17,500.00 and this too received a seconder.  The Chairman asked again for members of the public to refrain from speaking or she would have to end the meeting.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.  The amendment first. Cllrs S Spencer, L Dale, Mrs S Wooldridge.  For the proposal, Cllrs S Pallett, P Costello, L Pallett, A Miles, C Merrington and K Davison. Abstentions, Cllr D Welsh, Mr S Wooldridge, B Mears, I Bell and P Kitching 
Resolved:  Bless Community Services to receive £34,978.00 as a one of award under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.

The Chairman suspended Standing Order to allow Julie Green of Bless Community Services to speak.  Julie thanked the Parish Council for their donation and support.

A large proportion of the public then left the meeting.

UPC 040 To elect up to 5 members and to approve the Terms of Reference for the Parish Councils Staffing Committee.
As several Cllr were being proposed, and some were suggesting themselves, it was agreed to take a vote for each of the 14 Cllrs in attendance. 
Resolved:  Cllrs L Dale, D Welsh, Susan Wooldridge, Stuart, Wooldridge and C Merrington were voted on to the Staffing Committee and the current Terms of Reference was approved.


UPC 041 Chairman – Cllr P Kitching’s request – for all Cllrs to present to the Parish Council their ideas for projects/events etc to produce a realistic development programme/wish list for the residents of Upton and North Elmsall.  
Projects received by the Clerk from by Cllrs L Dale, S Spencer, Susan Wooldridge, D Welsh, L Dale, I Bell, B Mears, P Kitching and Stuart Wooldridge.  These were collated and placed in a display folder and presented to Parish Councillors.  
Project put forward were:
‘Pump Park’ for the ‘old recreation ground on Waggon Lane, ‘Family Room’ extension to the Village Hall, Indoor Bowling for the Village Hall, supporting Upton Fun Run, Improvements to Rose Estate playing field, Mini outdoor libraries, Training Barn and all-weather pitch at Quarry Lane, community and sensory garden for the large fenced off area on School Street allotment site. Cllr P Costello and Cllr C Merrington also put forward a similar idea on the night and this too was handed out to Parish Cllrs.
Resolved: The projects were noted
 

UPC 042 To approve a Project Development Working Party to bring these ideas to fruition and to approve the Terms of Reference used for the Parish Development Working Party but to change the number of members from 9 to open to all Parish Councillors – Chairman, Cllr P Kitching.
Resolved:  This was agreed and to arrange a meeting as soon as possible.
 

UPC 043 To approve the costs for Parish Councils to have a Parish Council email.  The email will be name@up-ne-parishcouncil.co.uk 
Resolved:  Costs were approved and to organise this with Pro-Logic.


UPC 044 To approve costs for Elite Summer Camps and dates – dates have been confirmed with Upton Rugby Club who are happy to facilitate this again.
[bookmark: _Hlk76041603]Costs were sent out previously to Parish Councillors.  Upton Rugby Club are happy to facilitate Elite Summer Camps again free of charge.
Resolved:  Costs approved


UPC 045 Approve costs and dates for Halloween and Christmas Pantomimes – 27th October 2021, Halloween, Little Red Riding Hood, and 4th December 2xshows Robin Hood or Babes in the Woods (yet to confirm which Pantomime).
Costs were sent out previously to Parish Councillors.  
Resolved:  Costs and dates were approved.

UPC 046 Noticeboards - to approve the replacement and costs of the noticeboard at the Miners Memorial- cost is £906.58 ex. VAT - Cllr K Davidson.
Costs were sent out previously to Parish Councillors.  
Resolved: To bring this to the project meeting once a date and time has been agreed 


UPC 047 Verbal report following a visit to the recycling centre at South Kirkby and to approve use of Parish Council land and Village Hall (if weather is not permissible) – Cllr S Spencer
Cllr S Spencer reported he had a good meeting, and they would be happy to carry out a number of re-cycling activities during the summer holidays.  The dates agreed were the 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 13th and the 14th  of August.  Suggested was to contact our local school and to advertise the events.
Resolved:  The use of the Village Hall and Parish Council land for these events were approved.


UPC 048 To approve free use of the Village Hall for Turning Point Talking Therapies - times to be arranged. 
Resolved: Free use approved.


UPC 049 To approve free use of the Village Hall for Wakefield Youth Work Team to organise children’s sporting events on the 9th, 16th, and 23rd August 2021 for children during the school holidays.
Resolved: Free use approved.


UPC 050 To allow free use of the Village Hall between 12.00 noon and 3.30pm for Friends of the Community to hold a Silver Surfers and activities Club – pending a funding application approval.
Resolved:  Free use approved


UPC 051 To receive and approve the allotment report. 
Resolved:  Noted


UPC 52 To approve changes to allotment policy - for new allotment holders to reduce the number of hens/chickens, ducks geese etc from 12 per plot to 6 per plot, due to excessive rat infestation and verbal complaints received from current allotment holders.
Resolved:  Allotment Officer to contact Environmental Officer at WMDC to carry out a site visit to see if they can help with the rat infestation.


UPC 53 Flowers/plants for the War Memorial and the Memorial Garden on Waggon Lane – to approve approximate costs - Cllr C Merrington.
Resolved:  A cost of £250.00 was approved for Cllr C Merrington.


UPC 54 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st to 30th May 2021.  Please note all information regarding invoices and monthly reports have been sent out to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees and Cllrs have verified all invoices.
It was noted the reconciliation was for April and not May.  Clerk will rectify this for the next Parish Council meeting.
Resolved:  No issues were raised.


[bookmark: _Hlk68012665]UPC 55 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
21/01173/FUL, 158 Smeaton Road, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1LQ Proposed Erection of 1 no Detached Dwelling (with access from Sheepwalk Lane)
21/01178/FUL, 73 Quarry Lane, Upton, WF9 1DA. Two storey extension to rear 
21/01277/FUL, Shandelm Waggon Lane, Upton, WF9 1JS, Erection of 2 detached dwellings to the rear of the existing dwelling at Shandelm, Waggon Lane, Upton, WF9 1JS 
21/01174/FUL, Upton Mast, Doncaster Road, Upton, WF9 1ND. Retrospective erection of a 15m wooden telecommunications monopole and cabinet
21/01318/FUL, Barnsdale Bar North, Great North Road, Wentbridge, WF8 3JF Shell. Erection of 2no. electrical vehicle charge bays with associated plant compound and DNO electrical substation
	
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
[bookmark: _Hlk64447927]21/00230/FUL GRE INVESTMENTS LIMITED, Steed Court Business Park, Waggon Lane, Upton, WF9 1JJ.  Four units to be used for research and development, light industry, general industry and/or storage and distribution including associated works.
21/00493/FUL, Beacon Hill, Upton, WF9 1NH. A part two storey part single storey extension to side and rear including balcony at first floor level.
21/00351/ADV Ackworth, North Elmsall and Upton North Elmsall, Moseley Pcv Limited, Elmsall Way, South Elmsall, Pontefract, WF9 2XS. 
Erection of 2no. fascia signs to front.


[bookmark: _Hlk68012839]UPC 56 New Correspondence received and to decide actions where necessary: - 
None received.


UPC 57 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting.
Resolved:  Approved

The remaining members of the public left the meeting.

UPC 58 Further to the allotment report, to approve quote for fencing off the large eco allotment plot and to build up the area at the water trough on the grazing field.
Resolved:  Agreed for T & D Contractors to carry out the works both for the eco allotment plot and the water trough on the grazing field.
 

UPC 59 Rear of Harewood Lane – encroachment on to Parish Council land – quote received - to discuss and approve actions. 
Resolved:  To get a further two quotes for the fencing.


UPC 60 Photocopier proposal re new agreement - approve
 Resolved:  The proposal for the photocopier was approved. 


As there was no further business to transact the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.07pm.







Signed by the Chairman

______________________________________________________



Date __________________________________________________
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