  MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

15th JUNE 2015 
The Chairman, Cllr L Pickin opened the meeting at 7.03pm.  Twenty one members of public attended and also a Police Officer to give his monthly report
Public session requested.

Mrs Wheat asked if the Chairman would wait until the end of the public session to answer Parishioners enquires to allow more public due the session only lasting for 15 minutes
Ms J Smith asked where the seat dedicated to Mrs Delia Taylor was which was placed on the Miners Memorial garden in honour of the long service she gave to the Parish Council.  Various Councillors responded to this enquiry.  The seat had been removed for health and safety reasons and replaced with a mining themed seat.  The Parish Council will look in to this issue and to consider a new plaque be placed on the replacement seat or a plinth.

Mr Bell asked for clarification on who funds the library, he was under the impression this was run by volunteers not paid workers.  Various Councillors replied to Mr Bell’s questions and a lengthy discussion took place.  It was suggested a copy of the Joint Working Agreement be displayed on the Parish Councils notice board. No one raised any objection to this suggestion.

Questions were raised concerning the tarmacing of the car park adjacent to Upton Junior School.  It was stated this is still an ongoing project

The Chairman closed the public session at 7.25 and proceeded to start with the business of the Parish Council meeting.

Cllrs attending

E Clamp 

P Costello

A Gillatt 

D Gillatt –Vice chair

N Goodall

C Hobson

R Johnson 

P Kitching 

B Mears

P Mears

L Pallett

S Pallett
L Pickin - Chairman

B Tallon

Also in attendance were the Parish Council Clerk/RFO, Ms P Kitchin and the Deputy Clerk/Project Officer, Mrs J Patton
UPC 70 Apologies 

Cllr T Jones - illness 
UPC 71 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Resolved:  Cllr L Pickin made a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest on item 19 on the agenda and completed form number 34:
To update the agreement between UNEF and the Parish Council regarding funding for the library facility to change from:

This agreement is to establish what the funding provided by Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council under the Local Government Act 1972 section 137 is to help fund.  No more than £40,000.00 will be funded per annum and to change to the Power of Competence – Copy of the full agreement is in the packs which were supplied 
UPC 72 To receive information regarding the Monitoring Officer dealing with the Parish Councils applications for dispensations – please see information attached stating WMDC Monitoring Officer will not deal with the Parish Councils applications for dispensations.  The Parish Council is required to reserve decisions to grant a dispensation for its full Council or it can delegate authority to a committee.  
The following information was received from WMDC Monitoring Officer

The Monitoring Officer would not be able to deal with dispensations as this Council has delegated such authority to the Chief Executive.  

The Chief Executive does not want to be seen to be interfering with Parish Council matters and would therefore request that the Parish Council determine dispensations itself, whether by an Officer, Council or Sub-Committee. 

Resolved:  It was agreed Cllrs P Kitching, A Gillatt, D Gillatt, B Tallon, S Pallett form the Committee

UPC 73 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Resolved:   Cllr L Pickin requested it noting he would be requesting a Dispensation regarding UNEF
UPC 74 To received report from the Police Officer
The attending Police Officer gave the following report

1 burglary

3 motor vehicles stolen

2 thefts from motor vehicles

3 thefts from shops   
The Chairman thanked the Officer for his report
UPC 75 To approve minutes from the Annual meeting of the Parish Council Wednesday 20th May 2015 – see attached
Resolved:  Agreed to approve the minutes at this meeting.

Cllr B Tallon requested it adding to Mr Howarth’s comments in public session that a democratic process was followed when choosing the various Committees and to alter the date of the original minutes from the 15th May 2015 to the 20th May 2015
Resolved:  The minutes of the meeting were approved with the added amendments as a true record but the Chairman will sign at a later date

UPC 76 To approve minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee 1st June 2015 see attached 
Placed on the table for the meeting are all bank statements, VAT information, wages and salaries, invoices, paying in book, cheque book, receipt book, petty cash vouchers, files containing information received from the external auditor and internal auditor, copies of objections for the accounts 1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015, and financial sheets showing income and expenditure and petty cash impress system
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00pm

Councillors present

B Mears

D Gillatt





L Pickin

B Tallon

S Pallett

A Gillatt

P Costello

Also in attendance Ms P Kitchin Clerk/RFO and Mrs J Patton Deputy Clerk/Project Officer

VHFC 24 To choose a Chairman for the Finance and Village Hall Committee for the ensuing year
Cllr A Gillatt nominated Cllr L Pickin and this was seconded by Cllr S Pallett. No other nominations were received.

Resolved:  Cllr L Pickin to be the Chairman for the ensuing year
VHFC 25 Apologies for absence:

Apologies were received from Cllrs N Goodall, C Hobson, P Mears, T Jones

VHFC 26 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda

Resolved:  No declarations of interest were received from Committee members

VHFC 27 To receive requests for dispensations
Resolved:  No requests for dispensations received from Committee members

VHFC 28 To consider and approve costs for business cards for all Parish Councillors - Cllr L Pallett

Resolved:  As Cllr L Pallett was not in attendance it was agreed to get costing for cards and to discuss further at the Parish Council meeting

VHFC 29 To inspect accounts and approve receipts and payments 

Receipts and payments were checked against invoices and bank paying in book also petty cash vouchers were checked.  It was requested that a breakdown of overtime payments are shown with the salaries.  To note the cheques from the Chairman’s Allowance is from the financial year 1st April 2014 to the 31st March 2015

Resolved:  Payments and receipts were approved

VHFC 30 To sign approved cheques

Resolved:  All cheques were signed 
As there were no further items to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.35pm

A vote was taken and there was one abstention.  The Chairman requested it noting on the minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee minutes that none members of the Committee be recorded separately. 

Resolved:  The minutes of the meeting were approved as a true record but the Chairman will sign at a later date

UPC 77 Cllr B Mears wishes to raise concerns over Parish Councillors not declaring interests at the Finance and Village Hall Committee meeting held on the 1st June 2015

Resolved:  This was noted
UPC 78 Minutes from Employment/Staffing Committee 31st October 2014 - outstanding

Cllr L Pickin passed on a hard copy of the minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee from the meeting 31st October 2014 and requested a copy of these be sent to all Parish Councillors

UPC 79 To receive Minutes from recent Employment and Staffing Committee informal/formal meetings 
Resolved:  To contact YLCA regarding informal meetings of the Employment/Staffing Committee

UPC 80 To receive reports from Wakefield District Councillors 

District Cllr A Garbutt gave the following report on behalf of the District Cllrs
· Upton Fishing Club – The fishing lake and some surrounding land has gone to public consultation for release.  The Fishing Club will hopefully now be completing a lease for the area.

· South East Project – A meeting has been arranged to discuss the sports changing rooms for the football teams on Upton Country Park

· Issues with pot- holes and a letter has been written to Mrs Woolridge regarding issues she raised over the pot-holes in Main Street

· Minsthorpe Baths will have all power to it switched off on the 22nd June 2015 and demolition of the building will start in September 2015 
· Issues of grass cutting been received regarding the playing field on Minsthorpe Lane.  Cllr L Pickin stated he would be attending a meeting regarding this issue with the Chairmen from Hemsworth and South Kirkby Town Councils

· Request for litter bins and dog waste bins have been received

· Litter around the Min-supermarket in Upton

· Things are now progressing with the fun day organised for the 18th July 2015 on Upton Country Park

UPC 81 To receive members written reports and any urgent matters – information only     
None were received
UPC 82 To report any update(s) and to approve of any actions from Maurice Smiths Solicitors regarding issues with the Bell Street Allotment site
Information received via email on the 11th June 2015
Dear Pat, 
 

I have spoken to Miss Hanson's solicitors, she has been away hence the delays. I am sorry to say that she is just not interested in entering into any form of agreement with either the Parish Council or the Allotments Association and is in the process of applying for an Order for possession. I did ask, as we had agreed, to allow time for the site to be cleared due to the complications with the licence and Environmental Agencies etc. She does not appear to be willing to give way on anything.
 

I am afraid that legally we have reached the end of the road and you are going to have to advise the allotments people that they are going to have to tell everyone to start clearing the site urgently, if they refuse to go there are going to be Court Orders and potential Costs Orders made against them, I do appreciate of course that this is going to be logistically difficult but again I see no alternative now.
 

My only suggestion would be if Miss Hanson was prepared to meet with a couple of senior officials to see if she could be talked round but her solicitors doubt very much that she would be prepared to do they she simply wants to draw a line under it and to get the site back.
 

If I can clarify anything at this stage please do not hesitate to contact me.
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

A GALE   

Resolved:  It was a unanimous decision, to contact the NSALG to ask for advice and also information regarding solicitors who have expertise with allotments and for the Parish Council to change legal representation as and when required.
UPC 83 The Clerk has received two copies of  complaints regarding the Parish Councils accounts for the financial year 1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015 which have been sent to Littlejohns LLP the External Audit – information only – copies to view will be available on the night of the meeting
Resolved:  These complaints were noted.

UPC 84 To report any update(s) and to approve any actions regarding the Parish Council accounts for the year 1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015

No information or request for any actions had been received by the Parish Council from the External Auditors
UPC 85 To report any update(s) and to approve any actions regarding the Parish Council accounts for the year 1st April 2013 to 31st March 2014

No information or request for any actions had been received by the Parish Council from the External Auditors

UPC 86 To nominate and approve members for the Grievance Panel 
Discussions took place on this issue on various scenarios  
Resolved:  It was agreed the Employment/Staffing Committee deal with any grievances

UPC 87 To nominate and approve members for the Appeals Panel

Resolved: Agreed that ACAS be used for appeals panel
UPC 88 To update the agreement between UNEF and the Parish Council regarding funding for the library facility to change from:

This agreement is to establish what the funding provided by Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council under the Local Government Act 1972 section 137 is to help fund.  No more than £40,000.00 will be funded per annum and to change to the Power of Competence – Copy of the full agreement is in the packs which were supplied 
A long discussion took place regarding this issue.  Cllr L Pickin left the room while voting took place.
Resolved: The change to the agreement was approved by the Parish Council and also agreed to meet with the Directors of UNEF to discuss the change.

Cllr L Pickin re-entered the meeting
UPC 89 Parish Council to check and approve recent building works on completion of the Village Hall refurbishment work to the toilets and to approve payment of £15,948.00 inc VAT 
Cllr L Pickin proposed that the Project Officer and the builder get confirmation from an independent source that the disable toilet is DDA compliant then the cheque is to be discharged.  This was seconded by Cllr D Gillatt.  Cllr C Hobson said as she was a new Cllr she has gone through the minutes but cannot where costs and a starting date had been stated.  She can only see that the plans have been approved as they stand.  A heated debate took place regarding this.  Cllr B Mears proposed the Clerk, Deputy Clerk/Project Officer find out the information requested from the Parish Council minutes for information only.
Resolved:  The proposal was carried

UPC 90 To approve extra approximate cost of £450.00 plus VAT to ceiling work re reception area phase two  - Deputy Clerk/Project Officer

 Cllr S Pallett proposed this be agreed and seconded by Cllr A Gillatt, Cllr C Hobson suggested an amendment to the proposal that the additions cost not be approved until the previous work by the builder has been approved.  Cllr P Mears seconded.  A vote was taken.   Nine votes agreed with the amendment
Resolved: The amendment carries
UPC 91 To approve as requested by YLCA the policy ‘For the effective management of recording at local Council and Parish meetings’ -  see attached amended template.
Resolved:  To adopt the new policy

UPC 92 Information received as requested from the Parish Council meeting 20th May 2015 regarding the video recording of all Parish Council meetings - Deputy Clerk/Project Officer

Cllr L Pickin proposed that the recording of Parish Council meeting not be allowed and due to the costs not being on the agenda this if agreed to be brought back to the next Parish Council meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr A Gillatt.  The Chairman requested a vote be taken.  There was one abstention.
Resolved:  The proposal was carried, and to bring back the costings to the next Parish Council meeting.
UPC 93 Information received as requested from the Parish Council meeting 20th May 2015 regarding the water testing of Bullcarr Mires – Deputy Clerk/Project Officer

The Deputy Clerk/Project Officer reported on information which she had received from both WMDC and the Environment Agency.
Resolved:  Deputy Clerk/Projecr Officer to contact WMDC to state that the Parish Council raises concerns regarding Bullcarr Mires and the proposed pig farm.  To also write to the parishioner who raised the issue to keep her informed of the Parish Councils decision. 
UPC 94 Flag Poles - To approve the cost for planning permission – see attached report from the Clerk
The Chairman requested a vote be taken.

Resolved:  The Clerk to contact Peter Wade Consultancy to produce the plans for the flag poles for both the Memorial Garden and the Cenotaph on Harewood Lane/Wrangbrook Road

UPC 95 Information for rear of Harewood Lane – See attached report from the Clerk

Resolved:  Clerk to contact WMDC to carry out this work
UPC 96 Draft Terms of reference as a starting point for all the newly formed Committees - see attached report

Resolved:  Chairman and Clerk to contact YLCA for further advice
UPC 97 To approve approximately £1,000.00 for purchase of equipment for the handyman – he will be producing a list for the Parish Council meeting  
Resolved:  Approved for the handyman to purchase equipment up to £1,000.00 to allow him to carry out his duties
UPC 98 To approve approximately £400.00 for the Handyman to build a manure storage unit on the Harewood Lane allotment site – Clerk
Resolved:  Costs were approved 

UPC 99 To consider the possibility of producing a policy regarding Parish Councillors visiting members of staff excluding the Chairman and Vice-chair - Cllr L Pickin – please see attached

Due to this issue becoming quite a heated debate the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.12pm
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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