
 MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

19th JUNE 2017 
The Chairman welcomed everyone and opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  District Cllr A Garbutt was in attendance and District Cllr J Carrington had previously sent her apologies to the Clerk as she was on holiday.  There were also three members of the public
The Chairman asked if anyone wanted to raise any issues in public session.  A public session was requested:

Mrs Davies raised issues relating to UPC 35 and item 14 on the agenda

As there was no further issues raised and no other members of the public wished to speak the Chairman closed the public session at 6.34pm.
Cllrs attending

B Mears - Chairman

P Oxby – Vice-chairman

A Miles

C Hobson

L Pallett 
L Pickin 

N Goodall

P Costello
P Kitching
P Mears
R Johnson 
S Pallett
UPC 43 To approve apologies for absence 
Resolved: 


B Tallon – illness
A Davies - Personal issues
UPC 44 To receive disclosures by Members, of Interests in matters on the agenda

The following declarations were received:

Cllr P Costello items 26 and 27

Cllrs C Hobson and R Johnson item 28
Cllr L Pickin item 9
The Chairman requested item 35 on the agenda which is in private business be discussed as item 19a on the agenda.  No objections were received to this action

UPC 45 To approve Applications for Dispensations - The Chairman read out the following information:
To approve Applications for Dispensations - Members are referred to, and shall observe, the provisions of Upton and North Elmsall’s Council’s Code of Conduct. If a Councillor has a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest he/she must, unless a dispensation has been granted, withdraw from the meeting room and take no part in the discussion or vote. If any interest (Pecuniary or Non Pecuniary) has not been entered in the Parish Council’s register then you must disclose it at the meeting and inform the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the date of initial disclosure. Failure to abide by the provisions of the Code in regard to Disclosable Pecuniary Interests now amounts to a criminal offence.
Clerk stated no new requests for dispensations had been received prior to the meeting.  Cllr L Pickin reminded the Parish Council of his dispensation in place regarding Upton United CSC
UPC 46 To approve minutes from the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 15thth May 2017 – see attached

Cllr L Pickin said the minutes from the statutory meeting which followed the annual meeting could not be approved as it isn’t stated on the agenda item.  A discussion took place.  The Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to approve the minutes from the meeting and requested a vote by a show of hands.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meetings held 15th May 2017 having been previously circulated were approved as a true record and proceeded to sign the minutes.
UPC 47 To approve minutes from the Parish Councils extra ordinary meeting 5th June 2017 – see attached

Cllr C Hobson requested clarity from Cllr P Costello regarding a statement made at the meeting accusing some Cllrs of ‘doing things behind other Cllrs back’.  Cllr P Costello gave her reasoning for this statement.
The Chairman asked for a proposer and a seconder to approve the minutes as a true record.

Resolved: The minutes from the Parish Councils extra ordinary meeting held 5th June 2017 after being circulated were agreed as a true record.  The Chairman proceeded to sign the minutes. 
UPC 48 To receive verbal reports from Wakefield District Councillors 
District Cllr A Garbutt reported the following:
· A newsletter will soon be given out from the District Councillors
· Vegetation has now been cut back in quite a lot of areas

· Another spring clean/litter pick has taken place in Ackworth and has been quite successful

· A spring clean has been organised on Upton Country Park for the 27th June 2017

· Issues relating to dog bins is being looked at

The Chairman thanked Cllr A Garbutt for his report
UPC 49 To receive verbal reports from Parish Councillors - to report only - for information only and not to approve costs/actions  
· Cllr P Costello reported that a number of residents were put off going to vote at the Methodist Church on High Street due to one of the polling agents.  It was suggested Cllr P Costello take this issue up with the electoral office at WMDC
· Cllr P Kitching said she had been Jon Trickett MP official agent for the recent general election and reported on the number of people who came to vote in our area.
· Mr Miles asked if anything had been done with the issues a resident raised at the Annual Parish Meeting – Clerk said she had forwarded on an email from WMDC to the resident so they can deal direct with WMDC
· Cllr S Pallett reported Community Minded is now a registered party

UPC 50 To receive reports from the Police Representative

No Police representative was in attendance 
District Councillor A Garbutt left the meeting at 7.10pm
UPC 51 To receive any updates/information regarding the proposed pavilion on Upton Country Park - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter
Chairman reported a proposed start date for the 10th July 2017 has been stated and there is to be a pre-meeting between all parties concerned on Tuesday 20th June 2017

UPC 52 To receive any updates/information regarding Bell Street Allotments - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 

Chairman reported the Parish Council is still awaiting the asbestos report.
UPC 53 Cllr P Oxby to give an update regarding Cllr Eric Clamp’s seat for Minsthorpe and the naming of the new room extension  - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 

Cllr P Oxby said he had met with Mrs Clamp and she was really pleased with the actions of the Parish Council regarding the memorial seat for Mr Clamp and the naming of the new extension in honour of Mr Clamp.  Cllr Oxby has spoken with the WDH Estate Manager and is happy for the seat to be placed on Hyman Walk.  

An estimated cost for a plaque to be placed outside the extension door to honour Mr Clamp had been received from J B Sports for approximately £65.00, but this would depend on the final wording which will be engraved on to it.  
It was suggested to hold an opening ceremony on a Friday evening before the start of a bingo session, which is run by Upton Bingo Group as Mr Eric Clamp had been a founder member and an active fund raiser for over 25 years which raised money for the Benevolent Fund.  Discussions took place regarding all associated issues.

Resolved:  It was agreed for the Clerk to source a seat which depicted Spaniel dogs if possible and to work with Cllr P Oxby and Mrs Clamp throughout.  To approve costs in advance to purchase both the seat for Hyman Walk and the plaque for the new room.
UPC 54 To approve to the purchase and fitting of a 6m x3m star cloth at the rear of the stage in the Village Hall.  Cost included purchase and fitting - £600.00 plus VAT

Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands
Resolved:  Approved costs but to make sure/clarify the curtain is fire retardant 

UPC 55 Approve cost to replace the four sets of doors leading into the main hall in the Village Hall to fire doors – To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter.  To approve costs to box in new gas pipes leading to the store cupboard at the rear of the stage  

Quote(s) not received the Chairman moved on to the next item

UPC 56 To approve to a request from the Parish Development Working Party. To organise a 1950/60’s event, possibly one Saturday evening in October 2017 at the request of a number of residents after the success of the recent 40’s event.  To agree to a ceiling limit of £1,000.00 to supply entertainment and food
Available for the meeting was a breakdown of costs for other events which had been organised by the Parish Development Working Party
Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.

Resolved:  Approved 
UPC 57 To approve use of the Village Hall to allow Friends of Upton Country Park to hold a consultation event regarding projects for Upton Country Park

Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.

Resolved:  Approved 
UPC 58 Parish Development Working Party - To approve use of the Village Hall to allow a consultation event with Upton Country Park regarding projects for School Street playing field and improvements to the frontage of the Village Hall 

Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.

Resolved:  Approved 
UPC 59 A verbal request has been received via the Clerk regarding a wooden seat dedicated to Mrs Joyce Kitchen sited at Beacon House which is soon to be demolished.  Request for the seat to be placed on the School Street site when development work starts - approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 

Clerk explained one of the ladies from the Womens Institute had brought this to her attention.  A proposal was suggested for the Parish Development Working Party to bring this to the attention of Groundwork at the consultation day as Mrs Kitchen had been a Midwife for a number of years and it would seem quite fitting to see if the seat could be sited near the children’s play area. 
Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.

Resolved:  Approved 
UPC 60 To approve use of the Village Hall to hold a dog show – see attached supporting letters – To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter – (waiting for information)

Information for this item has not been received, the Chairman moved on to the next item

UPC 61 To receive a written report from the Clerk and Chairman regarding Parish Councils allotment sites and grazing area. Includes reports on animal welfare issues, complaints, suggestions raised with the Chairman/Clerk/Cllrs - To discuss/approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 
Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to the actions suggested within the report and requested a vote by a show of hands.
Resolved:  Approved allotment holders on both School Street and Harewood Lane sites be contacted
UPC 61a Cllr B Mears wishes to address Parish Councillors regarding Councillors actions – Village Hall and Allotments

Chairman reported of a number of complaints received regarding certain Parish Councillors telling allotment holders what they can and cannot do with their plots.   The Chairman reiterated it has been previously agreed any issues regarding the Parish Councils allotment sites are to be brought to the attention of either himself as Chairman or the Clerk so these can be placed in a monthly report and brought to the Parish Council meeting.  This is to allow all Parish Councillors to make decisions on how best to deal with any issues which arise.  The Chairman also stated the Clerk had polity requested Parish Councillors to notify her if they needed to visit the office if they couldn’t email or contact her by telephone could Parish Councillors please adhere to this request.  Clerk said she would explain the reason for this in private business.

UPC 62 To approve costs received from B H Gardening (the Parish Councils recently appointed gardener) to cutback overgrown vegetation on Harewood Lane allotment site, the lane to the rear of Harewood Lane (one side) and to cut back severely overgrown grass etc on the stones which depict the pathways on the Miners Memorial Garden – total cost £300.00 no VAT

Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.

Resolved:  Approved
UPC 63 Request brought to the Parish Council from at the previous Parish Council meeting 15th May 2017 – to approve a memorial of sort on the Miners Memorial Garden for Paul Womersley - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter - see attached suggestions
A discussion took place and a proposal to contact Paul’s family in the first instance before anything further is decided was put forward. Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands. 
Resolved:  Proposal was approved and Cllr P Kitching to speak further with the person who raised the issue.
UPC 64 To address issues raised by WDH regarding a van using Rose Estate playing field as a way through to his garage. The land is playing fields and therefore safety of the land users is at risk by these actions as well as an encroachment issue – please see attached photo - To discuss/approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 

A discussion took place and various suggestions were put forward.  A proposal was suggested for Cllr P Oxby and R Johnson to go and walk around the area and to make further observations.  Cllr S Pallet to contact WDH regarding fencing at the old Beacon House site.
Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.

Resolved:  Approved, Clerk to arrange a meeting with WDH regarding the possibility of working together over this issue in light of the new building work which will be commencing on the old Beacon House site in January 2018. 
UPC 65 Report from Cllr P Oxby regarding his walk around Upton with Streetscene concerning waste bins - To discuss/approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 

Cllr P Oxby reported it was recommended to consider placing free standing bins in the following areas:
To the entrance to Upton Country Park on Waggon Lane opposite Main Street/Wrangbrook road entrance
The bottom of Minsthorpe playing field

Corner of Barnsdale Way on Tom Wood Ash Lane

To place lamppost bins on Sunny Avenue, at the junction of Smeaton Road and School Street

Near the footpath sign at North Elmsall on the old Doncaster Road and to recommend if these are set alight or damaged in any way to not replace
It was suggested the Clerk sought prices for the free standing bins and to bring back to the Parish Council.  Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.

Resolved:  Approved
UPC 66 To approve Upton Warriors to place a metal container 20 ft x 8ft on Rose Estate playing field
The Clerk handed out a plan of the playing field depicting the area where Upton Warriors have requested the metal container to be sited and that it is only to store equipment such as goal posts.  The Clerk has already completed a pre-application advice form for WMDC’s planning department.
Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.  Cllrs L Pallett and S Pallett abstained from voting

Resolved:  Approved
UPC 67 Donation request from Little Fingers – see attached donation request form and supporting letters - To discuss/approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 

Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.  
Resolved:  Donation of £500.00 approved
UPC 68 To approve donation request from Wakefield Pride  - see attached completed donation request form - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter – (waiting for form to be returned)

The Parish Councils donation request form had been completed and sent out to Parish Councillors previous to the meeting. An amount of £50.00 was proposed and an amendment of £300.00 plus £50.00 from the Chairman’s allowance.  The Chairman requested a vote by a show of hand for the amendment.
Resolved:  Approved a donation of £50.00
UPC 69 To approve request from Wakefield Pride requesting use of Parish Council tables – see attached request letter 

The Clerk informed the Parish Council Wakefield Pride organisers borrowed the tables last year and they were returned without any damage.  Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.  
Resolved:  Approved the loan of the tables
UPC 70 To approve written requesting from Upton Rugby Club to hold an outdoor music festival and family day at Quarry Lane on 5th August 2017. The event will start at 12 noon and finish at 8pm - supplied with this request is a copy of its insurance cover and a risk assessment.

Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.  
Resolved:  Approved

UPC 71 To approve cost for polling cards for the forthcoming Parish Election for North Elmsall 
Clerk reported after contacting the Electoral Office the possible costs could be between £1,200.00 and £1,500.00

Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands.  
Resolved:  Costs approved

UPC 72 To approve dates for Finance Working Party to meet during this financial year – July 10th 2017, October 9th 2017 and January 29th 2018.  Meeting dates can be altered and further meetings can be called if required 

Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands
Resolved:  Dates approved
UPC 73 To approve list of payments for June 2017 and to approve monthly financial report for the 1st to 31st May 2017 – See attached 

Clerk explained the mix-up regarding the extra standing order payments to Mr Hammond and said this has now been amended with the bank.  Issues were raised regarding the payment for Christmas trees etc, the Clerk stated this payment has not been sent due to the issues which the Parish Council had with them last year.  It was proposed the Clerk write to WMDC to request either a reduction in payment or a reduce charge for this year’s trees and lights.  Cllr L Pickin said he had noticed a further payment to L Attlewood for hay and he asked if this was to be charged to the horse owners using the Parish Councils grazing land, Clerk responded yes it was.
Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder and requested a vote by a show of hands
Resolved:  The Clerk to write to WMDC before any payment is made regarding the invoice for Christmas trees and lighting. 
Cllr P Kitching left the meeting at 8.20pm

UPC 74 Planning Matters - see attached: 
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
App. No: 17/00689/COUQ Application Type: Agricultural to C3.  Address:  Wrangbrook Grange Farm Wrangbrook Lane Upton Pontefract, Proposal: Change of use of Agricultural Building to 1no. dwelling house.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED

App. No: 17/00807/FUL Address: 49 Ruby Lane Upton Pontefract, WF9 1FA, Proposal: Detached outbuilding (garage and store) to rear.  

Resolved:  No issues were raised
UPC 75 Correspondence 
Invite for the Chairman to attend Remembrance Service at Nostell Priory – Cllr P Oxby will represent the Chairman
All other information/correspondence received by email has been forwarded on to all Parish Councillors

UPC 76 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting
Resolved:  Approved
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.32pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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