MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
17th JULY 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]The Chairman, Cllr A Miles had to leave the meeting at this point due to illness.  The Vice-chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm. 6 members of public attended.  

A public session was requested.

A question asked was ‘why can’t issues be raised which are not on the agenda’. Clerk responded it is beneficial to the person asking the question and the Parish Council if the Parish Council have  an idea of what this issue is about which they would like to raise, this is the reason it states on the agenda in ‘Public Session’; some questions not answered at the meeting will be responded to in writing so information can be sourced prior to a response being given. A further question was asked ‘if the issue I want to raise is not on the agenda do I send a message to you? The Clerk said yes if you would like to do that or via a Parish Councillor.

Paul Wilson – Village Warden informed everyone of the next PACT Meeting, which is to be held at Bell Lane Community Centre, Ackworth on the 27th July at 10.30am.  Also, the local PSCO will be at the Village Hall at 5.00pm on Wednesday 19th July at 5.00pm.

Question was raised regarding agenda item 9C, said he felt £3,000.00 was a fair amount of money to spend on further tubs and winter flowers.  Cllr C Merrington responded that the first amount of money award to purchase the first set of tubs and flowers was not all used, and this included the purchase of a water bouser, and this would be the case with this second amount award.  Both himself and the Clerk/RFO came up with this budget just to allow to cover for purchase of barrels, plants, soil etc but he felt the full amount would not be required and he could cut this down by £1,000.00.  Further discussions took place between Cllrs and members of the public.

Also, agenda item 17, asked why is this in private business?  Clerk responded this was placed in private business as it was information which had been sourced via a Parish Councillor through a freedom of information request and as she had not seen the information and wasn’t so didn’t know if it would breach Data Protection, this was the only reason it was in private business, but the Parish Council could release this information in the minutes.

A question was raised regarding a response from Cllr S Pallett at the previous Parish Council meeting about Community Minded, which led to a verbal exchange between both parties. 

A question was asked about the curtains for the stage which had been previously approved and would these be done for Christmas and also there is an event arranged for October which would benefit the curtains being in place.  Cllr B Mears explained at the time the curtains were to hang from the ceiling, but this cannot be done due to it being suspended so were looking at a frame, but the Parish Council are working on it.  This led to discussions relating to the Village Wardens work hours and the volunteer. The Chairman explained the Village Wardens hours was on the agenda for discussion. 


Cllrs attended		A Miles - Chairman
				A Holmes
B Mears 
				C Merrington
E Farmer
E Jones
K Wilson
L Taylor
P Howard
S Pallett

Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin
Allotment Officer – Mrs Angela Spencer
Village Warden – Mr Paul Wilson


UPC 61 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Cllr A Holmes sent apologies.  Cllr P Howard sent the Chairman his resignation before the meeting.
Resolved: Absences were noted.  

UPC 62 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved.


UPC 63 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
63.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: Declaration of a pecuniary interest received from Cllr K Wilson on item 6 on the agenda.  If this is moved to private business Cllr K Wilson will leave the meeting.
63.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 64 To receive and approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 19th June 2023.
Cllr S Pallett raised issues regarding an item being recorded in the public session part of the minutes.  As no other issues were raised regarding the minutes from the Parish Council meeting 19th June 2023, a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
 Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 19th June 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 65 To approve the minutes and approve recommendations from the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee 5th July 2023.
No were raised regarding the minutes and recommendations from the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee meeting 5th July 2023, a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
Resolved: The minutes from the Allotment/Community Gardens meeting 5th July 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 66 To approve the minutes and approve recommendations from the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee 5th June 2023.
No issues raised regarding the minutes from the Allotment/Community Committee 5th June 2023.
Resolved: The minutes and recommendations made by the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee 5th June 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 67 To receive and approve the minutes and actions from the Employment and Staffing Committee 10th July 2023 – please note if you wish to discuss any member of staff regarding these minutes, please move this into private business.
The Clerk clarified that no Cllr requested this be moved to private business for further discussion. No issues were raised regarding the minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee 10th July 2023.
Resolved: The minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee meeting 10th July 2023 were approved as a true record.

The Chairman informed the member of public who raised the issue of the Village Wardens hours that he has now been awarded 11 extra hours per week.

UPC 68 To approve report from the Finance Working Party – 10th July 2023
The Chairman of the Parish Council opened the meeting at 5.00pm 

Placed on the table for the meeting were all bank statements, VAT information, staff salary information, invoices, paying in books, cheque book, receipt book, copy of the AGAR for the financial year 1st April 2022 to 31st March 2023 and copies of the monthly financial statements.

Cllrs attending			P Costello
A Miles
B Mears
K Wilson
L Taylor
E Farmer
A Holmes
C Merrington
S Pallett
E Jones
P Howard

Clerk and RFO – Ms P Kitchin

Item 1 To elect a Chairman for the ensuing year.
Resolved:  Cllr B Mears was elected as Chairman for the ensuing year
	
Item 2 To receive apologies for absence.
Resolved:  None received 

Item 3 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  
2.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
2.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
Resolved:  None received

Item 4 Clerk/RFO - the Finance Working Party make recommendations to the Parish Council to ensure all receipts for reimbursement received from Parish Councillors have full names, addresses and postcodes of the business/person(s) items have been purchased from and what the item(s) is/are.  Preferably a shop receipt is better for audit purposes.
Resolved:  Agreed to recommend this action to the Parish Council

Item 5 To check the Parish Councils accounts as per the Terms of Reference
All information relating to the Parish Councils accounts were available for viewing.  No issues were raised. 

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 5.14pm and thanked everyone for attending
Resolved: The report from the Finance Working Party meeting 10th July 2023 was approved.


UPC 68a To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions
None had been received for the meeting.  Email information received from District Cllr J Carrington had been previously forwarded to Parish Councillors


UPC 69 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr C Merrington – gave an update on the children’s sunflower competition and said he would be presenting the 5 winners with £10.00 cash and a medal at Upton Junior School.  The winner of the largest sunflower will also receive a small trophy.  Just to note the money, medals and trophy have been provide through the Chairman and his allowance.  He also thanked the Allotment Officer, Mrs Angela Spencer for help with posters advertising the opening of the Community Garden 29th July 2023.
Cllr B Mears said he had received a number of enquiries regarding a large portacabin on Hill Estate – it was requested the Clerk contact planning at WMDC.
Cllr P Costello suggested a Village Hall users group be organised as some Cllrs do not realise how busy the Village Hall is and that a letter could be sent to all user groups to see if they would like to meet on regular basis.


1. UPC 70 Councillors’ items requested for this agenda.
a. Cllr P Costello – to approve costs for training course on Carbon Literacy £135.00 per person with a minimum of 10 persons – see information.
Resolved:  Following discussions it was agreed to not go ahead with this training course.
b. [bookmark: _Hlk143610332]Cllr A Miles – to clarify some points on the Grazing Lease – Cllrs received a full copy for the Parish Council meeting 19th June 2023.
Resolved:  As Cllr A Miles was not in attendance it was agreed to place on the Parish Councils next agenda
c. Cllr C Merrington – to allow a budget of up to £2500.00 to allow the purchase of further whiskey barrels and winter planting for the new and existing tubs.  Cllr Merrington to source barrels and plants and associated materials.
Resolved:  To allow no more that £1,500.00 for the scheme.


UPC 71 A request has been made to add to the number of Cllrs for the Employment/Staffing Committee on its current Terms of Reference.
Resolved: As Cllr P Howard was elected to this committee and is no longer a member of the Parish Council, Cllr S Pallett with replace this position.


UPC 72 To purchase a trailer for Parish Councils, van due to the Village Wardens snapping in two when being used for the Parish Council business.
 The Village Warden provided information on a number of trailers and costs.  Cllr B Mears requested an item on the agenda be added for the next Parish Council meeting for the Parish Council to cover costs of repairs to the Village Wardens personal trailer.
Resolved:  Approve to purchase a twin axle trailer 8x5 to allow the ride on mower to be transported.  A cost of approximately £1500.00

 
UPC 73 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st June – 30th June 2023.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councilors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices prior to signing cheques.  
No issues were raised.  
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.


UPC 74 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPROVED PLANNING - 
23/00310/FUL 7 First Avenue, Upton Pontefract, WF9 1BL Outbuilding and external flue to front elevation of outbuilding (retrospective) 


UPC 75 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR:
[bookmark: _Hlk130389310][bookmark: _Hlk138254999]Facebook:
· Overgrown vegetation in drains reported – Village Warden reported this to WMDC
· Bookings for the Village Hall.
· Requests for information regarding Elite Summer Camps.

Cllr S Pallett raised an issue regarding a comment on one of the Parish Councils facebook pages regarding the community garden on School Street. Following discussions was agreed to pass on to the Allotment/Community Gardens Committee to look into.

Emails:
Request for bees on Parish Council land - Clerk responded.
Arrangements with the Village Warden for WMDC to view overgrown trees etc near Bluebell Way.
Response from Jon Trickett MP regarding anti-social behaviour – emailed to Cllrs.
Request to review Allotment Agreement due to over-grown allotments on Harewood Lane – To be forwarded to the Allotment/Community Garden Committee to be dealt with.

Letters:
Complaint from a resident on Harewood Lane requesting a tree be cut down on the Harewood Lane allotment site – to be forwarded to the Allotment/Community Garden
Committee.  
[image: ]	

UPC 76 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved


UPC 77 To approve costs for removal of the caravan on one of the Parish Councils allotment sites – see attached information from WMDC legal department.
Resolved:  Agreed to costs provided – approximately £100.00


UPC 78 To receive information sourced by Cllr E Farmer regarding Upton Youth Centre.
Cllr E Farmer gave copies of information relating to a Freedom of Information request she personally made, regarding any convents on the building and surrounding land.



As no other business was left to be discussed the Vice-Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.05pm


Signed Chairman      _____________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________
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