MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
19th JULY 2021

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm, 3 members of the public and District Cllr R Massey attended.  The Chairman asked members of the public if they wished to raise any issues.  

No issues were raised, and none were received by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  The Chairman proceed with the Parish Council meeting at 6.36pm.


[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		I Bell  
				P Costello
				L Dale
				K Davison 
				P Kitching - Chairman
				B Mears – Vice-Chairman
				C Merrington
A Miles 
S Pallett
				D Welsh
Susan Wooldridge
S Spencer
	

UPC 061 To approve apologies for absence. 
[bookmark: _Hlk514829466]Apologies received from District Cllrs J Carrington and A Garbutt. Apologies were also received from Parish Councillors L Pallett and Stuart Wooldridge.
Resolved: Apologies were noted.


UPC 062 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
062.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
062.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No requests for dispensations or Declarations of Interest were received. 


UPC 063 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 21st June 2021
Discussion took place regarding the minutes.  Cllr B Mears proposed the minutes be approved with the added amendment, Cllr C Merrington to minute UPC 041 to show Cllr C Merrington and Cllr P Costello also put forward a similar idea on the night and this too was handed out to Parish Councillors.  A seconder was received and a vote via a show of hands.  There was one abstention.
Resolved: The Minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on the 21st June 2021 after being circulated were approved as a true record.  The Chairman signed the minutes. 


UPC 064 To receive and approve minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee – 8th July 2021 – please note, any discussions regarding these minutes are to be carried out in Private Business. 
Resolved:  The minutes were accepted and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council and Cllr L Dale counter signed as the Chairman of the Employment/Staffing Committee wasn’t in attendance at this Parish Council meeting.


UPC 065 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
District Cllr R Massey gave the following report:
· He has spoken again with the Police and if there are any reports the Clerk to email Cllr R Massey and he will forward these on. The Police are aware of the issues with quad bikes.
· He reported he did put Bless Community Services forward for a Mayors Award and this was presented to Bless Community Services.
· Cllr A Miles reported the pathway on the A638 has not yet been cut, some has been cut but not the section with the footpath.  Cllr R Massey says he will look at this.
· He will be sorting out surgeries for the last Saturday in the month to possible start in September and to look at running from the either the Village Hall or the Community Facility and Library
· Still enquiring about a start date for the resurfacing of the car-park on Upton Country Park.
The Chairman thanked District Councillor R Massey and moved on to the next item on the agenda.


UPC 066 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr K Davison asked about a postcode being put on the defibrillators – Clerk says they are registered with West Yorkshire Ambulance Service.
Cllr P Kitching asked if the pit wheel and gardens could be painted and sorted out.  


UPC 067 To receive a report from the Project Development Working Party and to arrange date for next meeting.
Cllrs who attended were P Kitching, P Costello, A Miles and S Spencer.  Apologies were received from Cllr C Merrington, D Welsh, Stuart Wooldridge and Susan Wooldridge.  Cllr P Kitching said it was a good meeting where the project put forward were discussed and everyone seemed positive.  
Resolved:  Agreed to hold the next meeting on Monday 6th September 2021.


UPC 068 To approve ear marking funds up to £90,000.00 to start working on bringing the ‘Pump Park’ for the old recreation ground on Waggon Lane to fruition. To speak with District Councillors regarding possible funding towards the scheme.
Discussion took place between Parish Cllrs.  The Chairman requested a proposer and seconder followed by a show of hands.  Cllr S Pallett requested it minuting he would abstain as he felt this was ‘putting the cart before the horse, if the public are happy to support this then he was happy to support it’.
Resolved:  It was approved to ear mark Parish Council funds up to £90,000.00 to start working the Pump Park project.  (Open Spaces Act 1906, section 9-10, Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, section 19).


UPC 069 To approve costs for two sets of Indoor Bowling mats and bowling balls – approximately costs, £1,000.00 exc VAT.  Once purchased to consider one or two afternoons per week to open to the public.
Resolved:  Costs approved.


UPC 070 To introduce Parish Council official surgeries to suggest every other Friday between 1.00pm and 3.00pm, but open to suggestions on time and day. This could be a drop-in service and appointment based.
A suggestion was put forward to keep the official surgery day as Fridays but to make this from 2.00pm until 4.00pm from the Village Hall. District Cllr R Massey informed the meeting he too will be holding his monthly surgeries starting on the last Saturday in September.    To start Parish Council surgeries the last Friday in every month.
Resolved:  Parish Council surgeries to commence 24th September 2021.

UPC 071 To agree a date to hold the Finance Working Party meeting. 
Resolved:  To hold the same day as Project Development Working Party Monday 6th September 2021.


UPC 072 To approve costs for eco-allotment on Harewood Lane allotment site.
The Allotment Officer prepared a written report showing costings of approximately £1150.00 to include clearing all the excessive flytipping on the site and to build the eco greenhouse.
Resolved:  Approximate costs were approved.


UPC 073 To approve costs for Allotment Officer to complete the Managing Allotments in Local Authorities which is carried out online and via Zoom – cost is £175.00 +VAT. 
Resolved:  Costs approved.


UPC 074 To receive and approve actions from the Parish Councils External Auditor (Littlejohns LLP) Report and Certificate 2019/20. 
Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  
 
The smaller authority failed to approve the AGAR in time to publish it before 1 September 2020, the date required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as amended by SI 2020/404 the Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 and did not disclose this by answering ‘No’ to Section 1, Box 1. 
 The smaller authority failed to publish the final signed AGAR by 30 November 2020, the date required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as amended by SI 2020/404 the Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 and did not disclose this by answering ‘No’ to Section 1, Box 1. This is as a result of the AGAR not being approved until 2 February 2021 and the AGAR and additional documentation therefore not being submitted for review until 5 February 2021 and the smaller authority setting a period for the exercise of public rights that finished on 19 March 2021 meaning that the appointed auditor had to wait until after that date before the review could be completed. 
 The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review:  The figure in Section 2, Box 9 in the prior year comparative column does not agree to the prior year AGAR due to a transcription error and should read £726,525. 
Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 
 We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as amended by SI 2020

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: 
 We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as amended by SI 2020/404 the Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 as it failed to make proper provision during the year 2020/21 for the exercise of public rights, since the period for the exercise of public rights did not start on or before 1 September 2020. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2020/21 and ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2021/22.
Resolved:  To acknowledge receipt of Littlejohns LLP report and to act on actions reported.


UPC 075 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st to 30th June 2021.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent out to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
Resolved:  Approved.


UPC 076 HM land registry (HMLR) Parish Lane Ownership Survey – report received via email from YLCA 5th July 2021 – Cllr A Miles
Cllr A Miles says there has been a mix-up regarding this item he requested the following on the agenda: what is the parish council legal obligation regarding allotments, also the stabling and grazing of horses.  


[bookmark: _Hlk68012665]UPC 077 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
21/01584/COUC 4 High Street Upton Pontefract W F9 1HG. Change of use of betting shop (sui generis) to cafe/restaurant. 
21/01645/FUL, 15 Barton Way South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2NS, Bungalow rear extension
	
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
20/02588/FUL, The Old Parish Rooms, Great North Road Wentbridge Pontefract WF8 3JP. Single storey rear extension and external boiler
21/01120/FUL 92 Hill Estate Upton Pontefract WF9 1HT. Single storey extension to side
21/00551/FUL, Moseley Pcv Limited Elmsall Way South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2XS, Installation of 2no canopies to front of building and alterations to yard to provide additional parking, including additional fence and gates
Resolved:  No issues were raised.


[bookmark: _Hlk68012839]UPC 078 New Correspondence received and to decide actions where necessary: - 
· Letter received regarding CCTV at stable block number 1
The issues in the correspondence were discussed at length and Cllr A Miles said this was the reason for his agenda item and this was discussed also.


UPC 079 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting 
Resolved:  Approved


UPC 080 Illegal vehicle on School Street allotment site
Clerk explained the current situation regarding someone living in caravan on site.  She explained there will be a legal cost to remove them.  If proceedings are required, the Court Fees will be approximately £355.00 for a possession order and legal charge rate would be £105.00 per hour hopefully not exceeding £500.00 if granted at the first hearing.
Resolved:  Costs were agreed and any further costs which maybe incurred. 


[bookmark: _Hlk75936575][bookmark: _Hlk75936768]UPC 081 Rear of Harewood Lane – encroachment on to Parish Council land – quotes received - to discuss and approve action
Resolved: To go with the cheapest quote received from T & D Contractors were chosen at cost of £9,200.00 to supply and fit palisade fencing.  Gate supply and fit £500.00.


UPC 082 To approve costs for NPS to carry out the following works for the proposed Family Room extension to the Village Hall.
Information and costs received from NPS were sent out to all Parish Councillors prior to the meeting. Project Details 
 
Specifically, the project comprises two elements.  
1) Submit a planning application utilising drawings and design previously drawn by NPS North East Ltd. 
2) Provide the professional services to design and contract manage the works through the design and construction stages. 

Discussion took place regarding costs etc.  The Clerk said if the costs of the works is less than £157k then this will be reflected in reduced fees but if the costs should be higher then fees may be subject to increase.  A proposer to accept the costs was received, and this was seconded.  A named vote was requested.  For the proposal, Cllrs P Kitching, P Costello, L Dale, B Mears, D Welsh, Susan Wooldridge, I Bell, S Spencer.  Against Cllrs A Miles, S Pallett, C Merrington, K Davison.
Resolved:  The costs of £19,800.00 was approved. (Local Government Act 1972 s.133)


UPC 083 Quotes received regarding the cutting back overgrown and overhanging trees at the Village Hall.
Resolved:  To go with the cheapest quote received from T & D Contractors £600.00.


UPC 084 To discuss/approve any issues/recommendations relating to the minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee.
Discussions took place regarding the member of staff who is on sick leave and cover for this member of staff.  No other issues were raised.


UPC 085 Clerk is requesting permission to allow release of a member of public’s emails to be handed to other authorities to deal with.
The Clerk handed out a copy of the latest email received, and this was discussed.
Resolved:  Clerk has permission to release all emails and documentation relating to this gentleman and any other documentation. 


As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.23pm


Signed Chairman _________________________________________


Date: ________________________________
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