

MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

16th JULY 2018
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm and requested everyone to be upstanding for a minute silence for the recent loss of Mr Ben Crawford and to give condolences to Ben’s family and friends at this sad time.
The Chairman welcomed the newly elected Parish Councillor, Mr Paul Wilson to the Parish Council.

Thee members of the public and District Cllrs Martyn Ward and Jessica Carrington were in attendance.  The Chairman asked if any members of the public wished to speak

AJ Rower raised issues regarding the recently repaired wall at the Memorial Garden on Waggon Lane.
Mrs M Stevens raised issues regarding Doncaster Councils decision to stop the 496 bus service from Upton to Doncaster
As no-one else wished to speak the Chairman closed the public session 6.38pm
Cllrs attending

B Mears - Chairman

P Oxby – Vice-chairman 
A Miles
C Hobson
N Goodall
P Mears

R Johnson 
S Pallett
S Scott

P Wilson
UPC 76 To approve apologies for absence 
Resolved: District Cllrs A Garbutt, Parish Councillors, P Costello, B Tallon and 
P Kitching – all gave prior notice of none attendance

UPC 77 To receive disclosures by Members, of Interests in matters on the agenda
Cllr A Miles disclosed interests in items 15 on the agenda
Cllr S Pallett disclosed interests in items 15 on the agenda

Resolved:  The Parish Councillor’s interests were recorded
UPC 78 To approve minutes from the Parish Council 18th June 2018 – see attached
Resolved:  The minutes from the meeting of the Parish Council held 18th June 2018 having been previously circulated were approved as a true and to record and the Chairman proceeded 
to sign the minutes.
UPC 79 To approve minutes from the extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting 22nd June 2018 – see attached
Cllr N Goodall asked it to be noted she was not in attendance.

Resolved: The minutes from the extra ordinary meeting of Parish Council held 22nd June 2018 having been previously circulated were approved as a true record and the Chairman proceeded to sign the minutes.
UPC 80 To approve minutes from the extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting 25th June 2018 - see attached

Resolved: The minutes from the extra ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held 25th June 2018 having been previously circulated were approved as a true record and the Chairman proceeded to sign the minutes.
UPC 81 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors 

District Cllrs M Ward and Jessica Carrington reported on the following:

Ash Grove Shops Parking Issue – Highways have insisted that the relevant signing is replaced, and the single yellow line area amended to allow proper enforcement. The double yellow line area does not require a sign and should be fully enforceable as it is. They will insist that the lining contactor deal with the lining during their visit.  This should be completed within the next 3 months. 

Litter Pick – Litter Pick will take place on 24th July at 5pm Upton Country Park 

River Skell - WMDC have now had funding confirmed for investigation works on priority surface water culvert systems across the district.  They do intend to investigate some of the culverted systems in Upton as part of these works.  They are in the process of procuring a suitable contractor to carry out these works and hopeful that the works will commence August/September. 

Trees – Old Farm Way, play area at the back the trees need to be cut back as putting pressure on the resident’s fencing. Been passed to WMDC. 

UPC 82 To receive verbal reports from Parish Councillors - for information only and not to approve any costs/actions
Cllr C Hobson passed on to AJ Rower who was in attendance, photographs of the play equipment on Rose Estate playing field and Richmond Road showing the equipment was in a good state of repair.

Cllr S Scott gave an update on the progress regarding a request to WMDC to fence a section of the A638 for safety reasons
Cllr B Mears reported on the burnt-out litter bin and the bad state of repair of play equipment on Upton Country Park

Cllr A Miles raised issues regarding costs for the repairs of the wall at the Memorial Garden on Waggon Lane

UPC 83 To receive information from the Police - newsletters have been circulated to Parish Councillors

No one in attendance
UPC 84 Cllr L Pickin requested an item for the agenda – to request the Parish Council contact YLCA regarding the removal of Cllrs L Pickin’s dispensations – to approve any actions thereafter

The Clerk explained Cllr L Pickin requested this request be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.  The Clerk stated Parish Councils can award dispensations, but it can also take them away if the Parish Council felt fit.  She has already advised Cllr L Pickin to contact the Monitoring Officer at WMDC if he has a personal issue with a Parish Council decision

Resolved:  Cllr L Pickin to contact the Monitoring Officer at WMDC
UPC 85 Cllr A Miles requested the following placed on the agenda - Page 36, the "Good Councillors Guide" - Page 36, the "Good Councillors Guide" it states "it is actually unlawful to make a decision, especially a decision to spend money, without sufficient (three clear days) warning". At the last parish council meeting a quote was read out on the night with no prior warning of how much, or from whom, and was approved. Was this legal?  As the person responsible for keeping the council legal and on the right track would the clerk please clarify was this action lawful or not – please see attached report from the Clerk

The Clerks report gave the full passage on page 36 of the Good Councillors Guide and showed the agenda item in which Cllr A Miles was referring to. UPC 53 To receive quotes for kissing gates to be fitted on Rose Estate Playing field – please note the Parish Council is still waiting for quote from WDH to be submitted – to approve costs/actions thereafter

The report from the Clerk stated the following:
“The agenda for the Parish Council meetings are received by Parish Councillors on the Tuesday prior to the meeting on the following Monday evening, thus giving more than the three clear days’ notice.  All quotes are available to view prior to the Parish Council meeting by Parish Councillors as it has been said before that sending out of quotes into the public domain prior to the Parish Council meeting could lead to various undercutting/interference.  As over three clear days prior notice has been given and it is stated on the item to approve costs and action I would say yes this is legal”

This item was discussed at length between Parish Councillors and the Clerk. Once discussions had ceased the Chairman moved on to the next item on the agenda. 
UPC 86 The Parish Development Working Party propose for the Parish Council to approve the following costs for activities during the school summer break: Children’s dance/sports/gymnastics coaches.  3 coaches including dance/gymnastic/sports coaches.  The cost for camps is £35 per hour for 2 coaches (ratio 2 coaches – 30 children) so 3 coaches (45 children max) is £52.50 per hour x 5 hours per day is £262.50 x 4 full days = £1050.00

WED 15TH AUG 10-3PM
THURS 16TH AUG 10-3PM

WED 22ND AUG 10-3PM

THUR 23RD AUG 10-3PM

Cost of Children’s Magician Tue 14th August £225.00 

To approve costs/actions thereafter.
Cllr S Pallett asked who would be supplying the coaches for the activities.  Cllr C Hobson said it was Elite Kids Coaching who work with numerous schools and sports clubs.

A proposal was put forward to except the costs for both the sports activities and for the Children’s Magician.  This was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.  Cllr C Hobson requested it minuting the Community Minded Cllrs have chosen to abstain from voting

Resolved:  Costs were approved.
UPC 87 Request received from South Kirkby and Moorthorpe Town Council to ask if the Parish Council will be contributing to costs towards their summer scheme – to approve actions/costs thereafter

A proposal was put forward to say It was felt as the Parish Council has just agreed to costs for its own summer schemes so is unable to contribute at this time.  This was seconded and a vote via a show of hands was requested by the Chairman.
Resolved: Clerk to inform South Kirkby and Moorthorpe Town Council of its decision.
UPC 88 Donation request received from Friends of the Community – see attached – to approve actions/costs thereafter

Chairman asked if there were any copies of bank statements or any other information added.  The Clerk informed the Chairman no copies of bank statements or other information had been received. Discussions on the issue of ‘Upton in Bloom’ was discussed.  A proposal was made for the Clerk to write to Friends of the Community as it is late in the season for this year to look at working together for next year.  This was seconded, the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands
Resolved:  The Clerk to write to Friends of the Community regarding the Parish Councils decision
UPC 89 To approve a donation to the fundraising page for Ben Crawford - to approve costs/actions thereafter

A proposal of £500.00 was put forward.  This was seconded and the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  To donate £500.00
UPC 90 Annual donation request for SESKU Festival Committee - to approve costs/actions thereafter

Information supplied with the donation request bank statements etc were available to view.  As the request was just for the fireworks display a proposal of £500.00 was put forward but to inform SESKU Festival Committee if they have any further events to apply again.  This was seconded, and the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  £500.00 was approved and the Clerk to write to SESKU Festival Committee to apply again if they have any further events
UPC 91 To receive a written report from the Clerk and Chairman regarding Parish Councils allotment sites and grazing area. Includes reports on animal welfare issues, complaints, suggestions raised with the Chairman/Clerk/Cllrs - To discuss/approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 

To omit this item as it is on the agenda twice.
UPC 92 To consider the selling/disposal of the piano and the old display unit in the Council Chamber in the Village Hall – to approve and actions/costs thereafter

A proposal was put forward to sell the display unit on the internet and to look at getting a valuation first on the piano.  This was seconded.  The Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The proposal was carried
UPC 93 To receive a written report from the Clerk and Vice-Chairman regarding Parish Councils allotment sites and grazing area. Includes reports on animal welfare issues, complaints, suggestions raised with the Chairman/Vice/Chairman/Clerk/Cllrs
Harewood Lane
No issues to raise regarding Harewood Lane allotment site.  A number of allotments have now been taken. 

The lock on the main gate into the site is not in a good state.  A suggestion has been made to swap one of the little used middle gate lock on to the main gate.  

School Street Allotments

An item has been placed on the agenda to discuss re-development to follow up to arrange a meeting with allotment holders. 

Grazing Field
Repairs to one of the entry gates onto the field is in need of repair

Stables
A number of stables have now been re-let.
Quotes are being sourced for improvements to the main road through the allotments, repairs to the gate on to the grazing field.  

UPC 94 To discuss at length improvements/re-development of School Street Allotments – to approve actions/costs thereafter
Issues relating to School Street allotments were discussed at length

Resolved:  To have a site visit on Monday 24th July at 4.00pm.
UPC 95 To receive information regarding loans from the Public Works Loans Board – see attached

Information supplied included a guide to Parish and Town Council borrowing in England, and information from the Public Works Loan Board.
UPC 96 To approve list of payments for June/July 2018 and to approve monthly financial report for the 1st to 30th June 2018 – report to follow
Resolved: No issues were raised, and all payments, receipts and monthly financial statement was approved. 
UPC 97 Planning matters – to follow
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
App. No: 18/00735/FUL Address:  63 Orchid Crest Upton Pontefract WF9 1NT, Proposal: Two storey extension to side and rear.  Applicant: Agent:  

App. No: 18/00793/FUL Address:  2 Beech Road Upton Pontefract WF9 1HS, Proposal: Proposed increase in existing garage roof height and dormers to front to create storage area.

App. No: 18/00851/FUL Application Type: Full Application.  Address:  11 High Street Upton Pontefract WF9 1HR, Proposal: Part two storey part single storey extension to side.

UPC 98 Correspondence – to follow
Information/correspondence received by email has been forwarded to all Parish Councillors

UPC 99 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting
Resolved:  Approved
The Chairman requested all recording machines are turned off for this section of the meeting.

UPC 100 To give a report and updated/outcome and on the arranged meeting regarding the previous complaint received regarding a Parish Councillor

As the Parish Councillor concerned wasn’t in attendance it will be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.27pm and thanked everyone for attending

Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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