
 MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

18th JULY 2016
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  Three members of the public were in attendance.  District Cllr M Ward also attended 
No Public requested.
Mr Hodge asked questions relating to the upkeep of the Miners Memorial Garden and issues relating to Harewood Lane allotments.  District Cllr M Ward said he would look into the issues regarding the Miners Memorial Garden.  It was also agreed to ask JT Gardening to call on Mr Hodge and to see if there is anything which could be done in the meantime.  The Chairman informed Mr Hodge that issues with Harewood Lane allotments will be discussed in the meeting and suggested that this issue be brought forward if no Parish Councillors had any objections.

Mr Miles raised issues regarding the Parish Council meeting held 20th June 2016 regarding documentation from the Development Community Working Party.  Mr Miles asked as to why some documentation was handed out and then handed back in.  A number of Parish Councillors spoke on this.  The Chairman went on to explain, this is due to Parish Council documents being photocopied and displayed in a public a meeting at the library from the Community Development Working Party without the permission from the Working Party itself or from the Parish Council
As there was no further issues raised the Chairman closed public session and proceeded with the Parish Council meeting 

The Chairman requested item 19 on the agenda ‘Update regarding recent letter sent to allotment holders on Harewood Lane re water taps etc – to approve any actions/costs thereafter’ be brought forward for discussion as this had been raised in public session.  No objections were received. 

Cllrs attending

B Mears - Chairman

P Kitching – Vice-chairman
B Tallon
C Hobson
E Clamp
L Pallett
N Goodall
P Mears
R Johnson 

S Pallett
UPC 77 To approve apologies for absence 
Resolved: 


A Gillatt

A Davies - holiday
D Gillatt 

L Pickin - holiday
P Costello - holiday
UPC 78 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Cllr P Kitching requested the following minuting: ‘that in her capacity as District Councillor for the Hemsworth Ward she is on the planning and highways committee’
Resolved:  None were received
UPC 79 To approve Applications for Dispensations - The Chairman read out the following information:
To approve Applications for Dispensations - Members are referred to, and shall observe, the provisions of Upton and North Elmsall’s Council’s Code of Conduct. If a Councillor has a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest he/she must, unless a dispensation has been granted, withdraw from the meeting room and take no part in the discussion or vote. If any interest (Pecuniary or Non Pecuniary) has not been entered in the Town Council’s register then you must disclose it at the meeting and inform the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the date of initial disclosure. Failure to abide by the provisions of the Code in regard to Disclosable Pecuniary Interests now amounts to a criminal offence.
Cllr P Kitching requested it noting both Cllr P Kitching and R Johnson will be attending a training event regarding dispensations on Wednesday 20th July 2016 and will report back to the Parish Council at its next Parish Council meeting 
Resolved: No application for dispensations were received
UPC 80 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting June 20th 2016 – see attached

Resolved:  To amend minutes UPC 51 and 52 to read Cllr L Pickin and not Chairman.  The minutes were then approved as a true record of the Parish Council meeting June 20th 2016
 UPC 81 To receive verbal reports from Wakefield District Councillors 
District Cllr M Ward gave the following reports and updates:

Due to the recent wet weather Streetscene are struggling at the moment with keeping up with grass cutting etc but will hopefully catch up within the next few weeks
Issues with flytipping around the area are being dealt with, some legally

The newly installed play equipment on Minsthorpe has already been vandalised which is really disappointing

He has looked at artist impressions of the new Minsthorpe swimming baths and we could be looking at using the facility for swimming approximately July 2017

Cllr B Tallon asked Cllr Ward about the proposed skate park.  Cllr M Ward explained this was phase two of the plan
UPC 82 To receive verbal reports from Parish Councillors – for information only 
Cllr B Mears reported he had met with people from WDH regarding work currently on Rose Estate across from the junction at Field Lane.  WDH will be lawn seeding the two areas which have recently been cleared of flagstones etc in September 
Cllr B Tallon reported he had received a number of compliments regarding the new hanging baskets and he wasn’t happy with the lack of grass cutting in the area by Streetscene.  District Cllr M Ward said he would look in it.
Cllr B Tallon asked if he could place a piece in the local column of the South Elmsall and Hemsworth Express regarding the new defibrillators, and asked about the course which has been arranged, Cllr R Johnson explained the course is provided by Qualsafe and the participants of the course will be certified and indemnity awarded.  The cost is £10.50 for each person taking part and the Chairman has said he will pay for this out of his Chairman’s Allowance.  Included in the course is CPR, AED use, recovery position and all books and handouts.
Cllr N Goodall asked if anything could be done regarding the state of the old Welfare Hall on Waggon Lane.  She went on to say it’s a disgrace and an eyesore.  Various solutions were discussed.  Clerk to write to the owner regarding the building. 
 

UPC 83 To receive reports from the Police Representative
With the absence of a Police representative the Chairman moved on the next item on the agenda
UPC 84 To approve costs for Groundwork Trust to undertake the following work concerning the War Memorial – cost sent prior to the meeting

Resolved:  Costs approved for the following work:
· Design development

· Detail design and production information

· Single stage quotation process

· Contract administration including 12 months defects checks

· Community engagement

UPC 85 Asset transfers – further to the meeting held at Wakefield One on June 16th, to discuss and approve areas for asset transfer from WMDC to the Parish Council and the reasons as to how the area(s) would be utilised
Resolved:  Chairman is to call an extra ordinary meeting so this can be discussed at length.
UPC 86 Challenge on statement made over asset transfer – Cllr B Tallon
Cllr Tallon questioned a comment made by Cllr P Kitching regarding asset transfers within an informal meeting recently held at Wakefield One. The Chairman stopped this and stated this was a personal slight and to discuss this further in private business as the Parish Council meeting was not the place to discuss personal issues. 
UPC 87 To receive and approve report from the Finance Working Party 4th July 2016 – copy sent with the agenda

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.35pm following the meeting of the trustees for the Recreation Ground

Cllrs attending

B Mears – Chairman





C Hobson 

E Clamp

L Pallet

L Pickin

N Goodall

P Costello

P Kitching

R Johnson

Item 1 To receive apologies for absence





A Davies – appointment 

A Gillatt





D Gillatt










L Pallett – illness









S Pallett

Item 2 To check the Parish Councils accounts as per the Terms of Reference

All information relating to the Parish Councils accounts were available for viewing.  Invoices etc were inspected.  No issues were raised.

Item 3 Clerks incurred expenses

These were checked and approved.   To request the Clerk make enquiries regarding pre-payment card to use to purchase items for the Parish Council instead of the Clerk using her own card.

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 6.55pm

Resolved:  Report approved as a true record
UPC 88 To receive and approve report from the Trustees of the Recreation Ground meeting 4th July 2016 – copy sent with the agenda
THE Chairman of the Parish Council opened the meeting at 6.00pm and thanked Mr Ian Lally from CISWO for attending this meeting.

Item 1 – To Elect a Chairman 

Cllr P Kitching proposed Cllr B Mears this was seconded by Cllr R Johnson

Resolved:  Cllr B Mears elected as Chairman

Item 2 – To receive apologies for absence

Resolved: 


A Davies – appointment 

A Gillatt





D Gillatt










L Pallett – illness









S Pallett

Item 3 To receive Declarations of Interest

Resolved:  None received

Item 4 To receive and act upon information/actions from Mr Ian Lally regarding governing documents etc

UPC 89 To approve costs for a new outside door for the Village Hall – quotes will be sent prior to the meeting

Resolved:  Approved the quote received from R P Windows and to have the ‘Rosewood’ door
UPC 90 To receive and approve any reports/information regarding the proposed Community Sports Pavilion for Upton Country Park.  To approve any actions/resolutions/cost thereafter from information presented to the Parish Council – To approve recent floorplan prior to application for planning permission submission.  Email showing plans have previously been circulated if you require a hard copy please contact the clerk 

Discussions over the plans took place.  An email which the Parish Council had been copied into and sent to Steve Wells of Steve Wells Associates from Cllr L Pickin in his capacity as Chairman of Upton United CSC was discussed.  This was a request to call a meeting to look at altering the interior of the proposed sports pavilion.  As Cllr L Pickin was not in attendance to help with the discussion the following was agreed
Resolved:  So as not to delay the planning application any further, the Clerk to contact Steve Wells Associates to approve the plans drawn for the community sports pavilion, As it had been previously stated by Steve Wells that the internal plans of the building can be altered at a later date, the Clerk to text Cllr L Pickin as he is on holiday regarding information requested from Steve Wells Associates requesting names and addresses of the lessee of the land where the community sports pavilion is to be sited.  To confirm previous resolution regarding the sending of emails for this project, that all emails are to be send direct to the Parish Councils email address and the Clerk to distribute accordingly. This was resolved to stop any further misunderstands and to not jeopardise the project.
UPC 91 To approve costs to provide a Circus Workshop for children during the school summer holidays – Cllr P Kitching
Resolved:  To look at costings for the school holidays in October 2016.
UPC 92 Donation of Christmas light features from SESKU Festival Committee – waiting for further information

Resolved:  As no further information has been received the Chairman moved on to the next agenda item
UPC 93 Donation request received from the SESKU Festival Committee – see attached

Resolved: Agreed to donate £600.00 as of previous years  
UPC 94 To receive monthly accounts from UNEF regarding the library facility May 2016 – if you require a copy please contact the clerk

Resolved:  Noted
UPC 95 Update regarding recent letter sent to allotment holders on Harewood Lane re water taps etc – to approve any actions/costs thereafter
Standing orders were suspended to allow a member of public to contribute to the agenda item

 Clerk reported to the meeting she had received information from allotment holders regarding the taps.  Most of the taps had been changed by previous allotment holders so there is no push taps available to be re-fitted.  The horse and pony club were also using the water to wash down the stable area and also used to fill water bowers and also for the weeding of Ragwort on the adjoining field, even though they have a metered water supply already on the field next to the stables. 
The Chairman reported on recent improvement works to the allotment site which has now been carried out and a further inspection by some members of the Community Development Working Party would like to see further improvements.  These being the removal of the 2 large metal containers at the entranced to the site, one to be sited within the stable enclosure and to cost for a smaller 10ft container to be sited within the allotment enclosure and to scrap the old larger one belonging to the Parish Council.  When the containers have been moved, contact Bedford House Estates to supply road plainings on the freed area to allow car parking.  To address issues with horse manure, stored within the entrance to the allotment site.
Resolved:  Clerk to gain information on costs for these improvements and to arrange a meeting with the Horse and Pony Club and the Community Development Working Party and to report back to the Parish Council.
UPC 96 Request from Cllr P Costello for the Parish Council to consider producing a newsletter 

Resolved:  As Cllr P Costello was not at the meeting to refer this item to the next Parish Council meeting.
UPC 97 To approve list of payments for July 2016   and to approve monthly financial report for 1st to 30th June 2016

Resolved:  No issues were raised.  Accounts approved
UPC 98 Quote received regarding the costs of purchasing a new photocopier requested at the last Parish Council meeting 

Clerk gave out the information received regarding the cost to purchase a photocopier and also new quotes received regarding the leasing of one.

Resolved:  To go with Euro Digital for a 5 year lease
UPC 99 Planning Matters - see attached: 
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
16/01467/GPD 37 Rose Avenue Upton Pontefract WF9 1DP. Proposal: Single storey extension to rear. Maximum projection 4m, Maximum height to eaves 3.56m, Maximum height 2.4m

16/01636/FUL  4 Eaton Walk South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2NT, Proposal: Single storey extension to rear.  

16/01641/FUL 22 Tower Avenue Upton Pontefract WF9 1EE.  Proposal: Single storey extension to rear.  

APPLICATIONS APPROVED
16/01195/FUL Application Type: Full Application.  Address:  36 Bailey Crescent South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2UG, Proposal: Dropped kerb.  
UPC 100 Correspondence 
YLCA – Annual review - Noted
Letter to Chairman and Partner re Remembrance Service at Nostell Priory - Noted
UPC 101 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting
Resolved:  Approved
All recording devices were switched off

UPC 102 To receive and approve any reports/information regarding the land registry and the Recreation Ground.  To approve any actions/resolutions/costs thereafter from the information/reports/costs from information presented to the Parish Council
The Chairman reported on information received from the Parish Councils solicitor as to the current situation.  Information received from CISWO was if the Parish Council loses the case regarding the claim for parts of the recreation ground the Parish Council may have to pay CISWO for the loss of land under charity law.
UPC 103 To receive and approve any reports/information regarding Bell Street Allotments. To approve any actions/resolutions/costs thereafter from the information/reports/costs from information presented to the Parish Council

The Chairman reported due to the cost incurred by Bell Street Allotment Society being under £10,000.00 from the previous solicitor there would be an approximate cost of £250.00 to claim back money for wrong advice given as the Parish Council have previously been successful with.  As costs for this have already been approved, to agree the Parish Councils solicitor carry on with this action.

UPC 104 To approve the 2016-2018 National Salary Award
The National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) has reached agreement on a 1% cost of living increase for local council/parish meeting employees with effect from 1 April 2016 – New pay scales for 2016-2017 to be implemented immediately and backdated to 1st April 2016  
Resolved:  Approved

UPC 105 To consider/approve new Constitution for the Trustees for the Recreation Ground.  To amend/alter/add/delete as the Parish Council as trustees see fit – Constitution previously emailed out to all Councillors.  Please contact the Clerk if you require a hard copy.
Resolved:  To bring back to a future meeting of the Parish Council to allow further discussions 

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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