  MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

20th JULY 2015 
The Chairman, Cllr L Pickin opened the meeting at 7.00pm.  Twenty three members of public attended and also a Police Officer to give his monthly report
District Cllrs M Ward and J Carrington were in attendance 
Public session requested.

The Chairman requested that once the public session had ended the members of public to refrain from speaking unless addressed by the Parish Council to allow a heavily stacked agenda to be completed.  He also reminded Councillors of their Code of Conduct and to speak through the chair and not above the chair, this should make for a better meeting.

Mrs Wheat requested information regarding replies to letters from members of the public so these could be forwarded to the External Auditor
Mrs Delia Taylor’s daughter requested an update regarding the removal of a bench and plaque in honour of her mother.  Cllr C Hobson stated that a new brass plaque has been sought by the Parish Council and this would be mounted on a plinth in the Miners Memorial Garden and she would be notified when this would be sited.

Mr Bell raised issues regarding the lease for the football area on the Upton County Park and also issues relating to prospective rights regarding access to the football playing areas.  The Chairman responded ‘this is really a football issue and not a Parish Council matter so the Parish Council could not respond to the issues raised.
Representatives from the Bell Street Allotment Association asked if Mrs Hansen had accepted the rent for the site which the clerk had taken through to Maurice Smiths Solicitors.  The clerk said she hadn’t been notified the rent had been returned but would clarify this with the Solicitor.  Also requested an update regarding the lease for the site 
The Chairman closed the public session at 7.20 and proceeded to start with the business of the Parish Council meeting. The Chairman said he would be bringing forward Items 12 and 17 on the agenda (item 12 Update on issues relating to Bell Street Allotments and to implement any actions which are agreed and item 17 To report any update(s) and to approve actions regarding issues with the Bell Street Allotment site) due to members of the Bell Street Allotment Society attending the meeting.  A number of Cllrs also requested that item 32 on the agenda be brought forward for the same reasons (item 32 Donation Request for match funding from Upton Rugby Club).  A discussion took place regarding item 32 but was agreed to bring the item forward for discussion.
Cllrs attending

L Pickin - Chairman

S Pallett
L Pallett

P Kitching

A Gillatt 

B Mears

C Hobson

B Tallon

P Mears

P Costello

R Johnson 

E Clamp 

Also in attendance were the Parish Council Clerk/RFO, Ms P Kitchin 
UPC 100 Apologies approved N Goodall
 The Chairman stated that Cllr D Gillatt will be late for the meeting but will get here as soon as possible

UPC 101 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Resolved:  Cllrs B Mears, P Mears, R Johnson, C Hobson Disclosable Pecuniary Interest on item 32 on the agenda.
Item 32 Donation Request for match funding from Upton Rugby Club 

Cllr S Pallett and L Pickin declared Interests other than Disclosable Pecuniary Interest on items 20 and 21 on the agenda
Item 20 To receive accounts from UNEF for the library facility April to June 2015 – see attached (June accounts to be forwarded when received)

Item 21 To arrange a date and time for the Parish Council or its approved representatives for UNEF to meet with the Directors of UNEF regarding the recent change to the  to the Working Agreement which is currently in place  – Please note changes be agreed by the full Parish Council and by UNEF.

UPC 102 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Cllr L Pickin requested a dispensation as a Director and Employee of Upton and North Elmsall Forum for any business connected to UNEF for his full term of office.
Resolved:  Cllrs L Pallett, S Pallett, B Tallon and A Gillatt agreed to the dispensation and signed the request form.  Cllr P Kitching requested it minuting that as a member of the committee she has a right to give her reasons as to why she does not agree to sign it.  Cllr P Kitching quoted from the Department of Local Government and Communities Openness and Transparency the following. 
What does having a disclosable pecuniary interest stop me doing?  If you are present at a meeting of your council or authority, of its executive or any committee of your authority and you have a disclosable pecuniary interest relating to any business that is or will be considered at the meeting, you must not participate in any discussion of the business at the meeting, or participate in any vote or further vote taken on the matter at the meeting
UPC 103 To received report from the Police Officer
The attending Police Officer gave the following report

1 burglary from a shop
Street warnings have been given regarding the use of cannabis.

Cllr A Gillatt and P Costello reported waste bins are still being burnt out on Shinwell Drive.  The Officer requested these incidents are reported to the public also.
The Chairman thanked the Officer for his report
UPC 104 To approve minutes from the Parish Council Meeting Monday 15th June 2015 – see attached
Issues were raised concerning the content of the minutes and it was suggested that only the agenda item and the resolution be shown.  The Clerk stated that minutes should show how the Parish Council came to the resolution.  Various points were raised.  The Chairman requested a vote be taken.  There were six for the changes to the existing minutes and six against.  The Chairman used his casting vote.
Resolved:  Agreed the Clerk to re-do the minutes at to represent them at the next Parish Council meeting.

UPC 105 To approve minutes from the Finance and Village Hall Committee 6th July 2015 see attached 
Placed on the table for the meeting are all bank statements, VAT information, wages and salaries, invoices, paying in book, cheque book, receipt book, petty cash vouchers, files containing information received from the external auditor and internal auditor, copies of objections for the accounts 1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015, and financial sheets showing income and expenditure and petty cash impress system
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.00pm
Committee Members present 

Councillors 


L Pickin 

B Tallon

S Pallett

Non – Committee Members

Councillors


B Mears
E Clamp

R Johnson

P Kitching

Also in attendance Ms P Kitchin Clerk/RFO

VHFC 31 Apologies 

Cllr A Gillatt – Holiday

Cllr D Gillatt – Holiday

Cllr L Pallett – Holiday 

As the meeting was now not quorate as four Committee members are required to discuss any further agenda items the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.08pm
Resolved:  To read Cllr B Tallon is not a member of the Finance and Village Hall Committee
UPC 106 Update on signing of all outstanding minutes
The Chairman stated that he had now signed all outstanding minutes

UPC 107 Cllr B Mears wishes to raise concerns over Parish Councillors not submitting apologies prior to meetings
Resolved:  This was noted

UPC 108 To receive Minutes from the Employment and Staffing Committee 31st October 2014
Resolved:  To note these have now been received
UPC 109 Oversight on the Minutes from the Parish Council meeting 15th April 2015 agenda item 15 ‘Donation request from Friends of Upton Country Park – this item has been missed off the minutes.  The donation request was approved at the meeting for £2,000.00.  Copies of the donation request form was previously sent but please do not hesitate to contact the Clerk if you require a further copy 
The clerk apologised for this mistake
Resolved:  Noted
UPC 110 To approve change of use of funds for donation of £2,000.00 to the Friends of Upton Country Park
Resolved:  The changes were approved:
UPC 111 Update on issues relating to Bell Street Allotments and to implement any actions which are agreed. 
This item was brought forward on the agenda for early discussion.  The Chairman reported there had been no information received from the National Allotment Association.  The Clerk informed the Parish Council she had been given the contact details for a firm of Solicitors who were well known for the work with allotments and had contacted them for further details.  The Chairman requested a vote be taken to change the current firm of Solicitors (Maurice Smith) and to use Mr Russ of Roythornes.  This was agreed by all Cllrs.  The Chairman also requested that the District Councillors also work with the Parish Council regarding planning issues for the site.  District Councillors present agreed to help as much as they could.

Resolved: Clerk to contact Mr Russ regarding the issues of Bell Street Allotments regarding possible action and cost implications.
UPC 112 To receive reports from Wakefield District Councillors

District Cllr M Ward reported on the following:

The recent fun day event by organised by Upton, Country Park
Issues on Minsthorpe Estate – grass cutting

The current situation regarding Minsthorpe baths

Wakefield District Housings Fun Day at Thornes Park in Wakefield

Skate Park update on Minsthorpe field

Grass cutting issues 

Speeding on Field Lane in Upton

A grant was awarded by the District Cllrs of £500.00 to the library

Appeal for the recent planning application regarding the ‘pig farm on Field Lane will take place on the 22nd September 2015

WMDC is looking at advertising part of Shinwell Drive which has not yet been developed

UPC 113 Cllr P Kitching requests an update as to the current stance with the project for the Pavilion/Sports facility on Upton County Park submitted by the Parish Council to WMDC 

District Cllr M Ward and the Chairman of the Parish Council gave an update
UPC 114 District Cllr A Garbutt met with a resident on Woodland Way and he has requested the following be considered/approved actions and costs by the Parish Council: 
A few wooden steps to be cut into the banking which leads in to Walton Wood from Woodland Way (the old Shinwell Estate).  This would allow a heavily used path to become a safer access to Harewood Lane 

Resolved:  To contact South Yorkshire Housing

UPC 115 To receive members written reports and any urgent matters – information only 

None were received
UPC 116 To report any update(s) and to approve actions regarding issues with the Bell Street Allotment site
Resolved:  Parish Council to provide and purchase two signs for the allotment site to be erected on the gates to state that the gates must be locked at all times

UPC 117 Financial Statement – see attached:  - also including payments for May 2015 due to suspension of the meeting 15th June 2015
Cllr B Mears raised the issue of Cllrs writing out cheques

Resolved:  Agree to the financial statement with comments made by Cllr B Mears noted
UPC 118 To report any update(s) and to approve any actions regarding the Parish Council accounts for the year 1st April 2013 to 31st March 2014 and for the year 1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015

Clerk reported no further contact from the Parish Councils external auditors has been received
UPC 119 To receive accounts from UNEF for the library facility April to June 2015 – see attached (June accounts to be forwarded when received)
Clerk informed the Parish Council she had received accounts for June that afternoon.  The Chairman requested it minuting UNEF’s year ending accounts have been prepared and are just waiting signing.

Resolved: Clerk to send out copies to Parish Councillors

UPC 120 To arrange a date and time for the Parish Council or its approved representatives for UNEF to meet with the Directors of UNEF regarding the recent change to the  to the Working Agreement which is currently in place  – Please note changes be agreed by the full Parish Council and by UNEF.

Resolved:  Chairman to call an extra ordinary meeting for the 24th August 2015 to discuss this issue further with the Directors of UNEF
UPC 121 To rescind resolution meeting of Agenda item 23 from the 15th June 2015 (although for the record the item stated information not to consider, agree or approve)

Resolved:  To leave in abeyance until the minutes of the meeting have been agreed
UPC 122 To approve cost for the Parish Council to purchase equipment to allow the recording and playing back of Parish Council meetings – approximate cost no more than £600.00 exc VAT 

Resolved: To bring back to the next Parish Council meeting

UPC 123 To arrange an extra ordinary meeting to discuss the Parish Councils Financial Regulations 
Resolved: The Chairman to call an extra ordinary meeting for the 24th August 2015 to discuss this along with meeting the Directors of UNEF.  Agreed to keep to just the two items  
UPC 124 Cllr B Mears requesting the return of the Parish Councils laptop 

Cllr B Mears requested the return of the Parish Councils laptop while the Deputy Clerk/Project Officer was away from work.

Cllr B Mears proposed this be returned.  Cllr P Kitching seconded the proposal.  Cllr S Pallett requested an amendment to not return the laptop this was seconded by Cllr P Costello. Cllr C Hobson requested minuting that she is not happy that the Deputy Clerk/Project Officer is not at work and is not allowed to work so she doesn’t need the work laptop
Resolved:  The Parish Councils laptop will not be returned to the Village Hall
UPC 125 Cllr C Hobson requesting information relating to the Parish Council agreeing to the recent building works (toilets, reception area and kitchen) from the Parish Councils minutes  - information only 
Resolved:  Cllr C Hobson’s comments were noted 
UPC 126 Invoice for approval to be paid has been received from Caulton Builders regarding work to the reception area:  Copies of full invoice will be sent out prior to the meeting

	Original Estimate

Extra agreed with June

Project Officer

Minutes Savings as itemised 

Cost

VAT

TOTAL
Resolved:  Agreed to pay
	£8,500.00

£790.00

£950.00

£8,340.00

£1,668.00

£10,008.00




UPC 127 To consider/discuss the refurbishment of the kitchen.  To approve any actions, costs, one quote has previously been received

Resolved:  Agreed to quote give by Caultons, for the amount of £8,400.00 exc VAT.  There is to be no contingency.  Any unforeseen work to be quoted for and brought for approval to the Parish Council and if necessary to stop work until approval has been agreed by full Parish Council
UPC 128 Information for rear of Harewood Lane 1 to 23 – See attached plans produced for the Parish Council regarding the boundary and to discuss and approve next course of action 

Resolved:  To send the plans produced by WMDC regarding the boundary to be sent to the Land Registry 
UPC 129 Cllr P Kitching –After speaking with Sure Start on the 7th July 2015 in the Village Hall she is requesting the Parish Council consider donating up to £300.00 exc VAT by purchasing craft goods, healthy snacks etc to help Sure Start provide classes and activities during the long summer break for young children. – Please see attached information regarding the classes from Sure Start 
Resolved:  To work with Sure Start and purchase up to £300.00 exc Vat for items requested
UPC 130 To re visit quote previously supplied from WMDC for clearance of land next to Mini Supermarket Tom Wood Ash Lane
Resolved:  If quote (yet to be received) from Streetscene is under £1,000.00 to employ Streetscene to carry out clearance.
UPC 131 Donation Request for match funding from Upton Rugby Club – see attached
Cllrs C Hobson, R Johnson, B Mears and P Mears left the room while discussions and voting took place.  This was discussed at length 
Written information regarding the request for match funding as to what the donation would be used for was supplied with the donation request
Cllr P Kitching proposed this amount be awarded as they had already raised half the money themselves.  Cllr E Clamp seconded.
Cllr A Gillatt requested an amendment to the proposal to agree in principle, to seek further documentation and evidence and meet with the Rugby Club.  The Chairman requested a vote on the amendment first.  
Resolved: To agree to the donation request in principle and to meet with the Rugby Club Committee to seek further information regarding this.
Cllrs C Hobson, R Johnson, B Mears and P Mears re-entered the meeting

UPC 132 Donation Request – Boar Cottage – see attached – Please note the Parish Council donate £250.00

Resolved: Donation request approve for £250.00 

UPC 133 Donation Request – SESKU Community Fund – see attached – Please note last year the Parish Council donated £600.00
Resolved:  Donation request approve for £600.00
UPC 134 Request from South Kirkby and Moorthorpe Town Council for the Parish Council to consider making a contribution to the Three Towns Community Bus maintenance – see letter attached

Resolved:  Clerk and Chair to meet with South Elmsall, South Kirkby and Moorthorpe Town Councils

UPC 135 Quotes received for carpets to the passageway and the new reception area in the Village Hall 

Quotes were received from Allfloors and Whittakers Carpets   

The Chairman requested a vote to be taken
Resolved: To accept the quote from Allfoors
UPC 136 To discuss/approve quote received for the clearance of flytipping on Rose Estate playing field – to be sent out when received
Resolved:  To place a ceiling of £750.00 and request quotes from N Bywater and Streetscene.  To award the work to whoever is the cheapest
UPC 137 To request a letter be sent to all properties which back on to Rose Estate playing field regarding flytipping – Cllr B Tallon

Resolved: The Environment Committee to word the letter to be sent
UPC 138 To approve cost (approximately up to £300.00 exc VAT) for  a  display cabinet placed next to the bus stop at the top of Minsthorpe Lane if WDH/WMDC are in agreement – Cllr P Kitching
Cllr E Clamp also requested a further one be purchased and placed near Farfield Court sheltered housing complex

Resolved:  To contact WDH/WMDC to request permission for the Parish Council to place the display cabinets on their land.  If this is approved to purchase 2 x £300.00 for Minsthorpe Lane and Farfield Court 

UPC 139 Update on the plaque for Mrs Delia Taylor and to approve costs approximately £75.00 for a brass engraved plaque
Cllr C Hobson gave an update on the plaque

Resolved:  Costs were approved

UPC 140 Request for further seating to be provided by the Parish Council and also three litter bins at Minsthorpe - Cllr B Tallon 

Resolved:  To purchase two further themed seats to keep in context with what has already been purchased for the Miners Memorial Garden and the War Memorial and to agree to installation costs.  One to be placed on Sheep Walk Lane and the other near the bus stop at the bottom of Bell Street/Tom Wood Ash Lane and to reassure residents if issues are raised about the seat at the bottom of Bell Street/Tom Wood Ash Lane of anti-social behaviour the seat could be resited elsewhere    
UPC 141 To consider the possibility of producing a policy regarding Parish Councillors visiting members of staff excluding the Chairman and Vice-chair - Cllr L Pickin
A lengthy discussion took place 

Cllr E Clamp left the meeting at 10.10pm

Resolved:  Times for Cllrs to visit members of staff in the office are 10am – 12noon Tuesday and 2.00pm - 4.00pm Thursday.  Clerk to keep the office door closed and deal with everyone through the glass reception area.  Members of public can visit at anytime.
UPC 142 Reports from the following Committees
Allotment Committee
Cllr L Pickin gave an update
Cllr C Hobson asked if anyone was dealing with recent reported issues on School Street Alltoments 

Cllr L Pickin said he would meet with Mr and Mrs Cannon and Mrs Cook
Open Spaces Committee
Cllr B Tallon gave an update on issues
Cllr L Pickin requested an item be placed on the next agenda for the Parish Council.  Grass cutting of Minsthorpe playing field – To consider cost for grass cutting
Environment/flytipping Committee/Events Committee
Cllr S Pallett gave an update

Asset transfer Committee
Cllr L Pickin gave an update
Events Committee

Cllr L Pickin gave an update
UPC 143 Planning Matters - see attached: 
Applications Received

15/01519/FUL War Memorial, Harewood Lane, Upton.  Erect flagpole at War Memorial site

15/01520/FUL Waggon Lane, Upton.  Erect flagpole in Memorial Garden

15/01413/FUL Corner Cottages, 6 Main Street, Upton.  Installation of disabled lift
15/01507/FUL 3 Barnsdale Way, Upton.  Proposed single storey extension to front/side (re-submission of application reference 14/00984/FUL
Applications Approved

15/00865/FUL Post Office, Wrangbrook Road, Upton.  Change of use of Post Office to residential use including associated external alterations

Letter from WMDC regarding Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – Notification of Appeal  - Proposal – temporary use of land for siting of mobile home in connection with establishment of livestock – Noted

Resolved:  No issues were raised

UPC 144 Correspondence – see attached list: 

St Oswald sub group – The British Legion – invite for Chairman and guest - NOTED
Westfield Food Bank – request to hold a box where members of the public can donate items of food – Agreed to supply a box in the Village Hall
Letter from Mr Wheat – see attached – To pass on the information he has requested 

South Elmsall Town Council – Christmas Lights switch on November 18th 2015
WMDC Local Development Framework – Consultation event - NOTED
Letter from Mr Holmes re Cemetery for Upton see attached – clerk has sent acknowledgment letter and explanation regarding how the Parish Council contribute to the Burial Board – NOTED
UPC 145 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting
UPC 145 To confirm overtime and mileage allowance payments for the Clerk Clerk/Project Officer and Handyman for June and July 2015

Resolved:  All papers were checked and approved

Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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