MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

15th JULY 2024
The Chairman, Cllr P Costello opened the meeting at 6.00pm. Five members of public, District Cllr Martin Roberts, the Parish Councils Village Warden, Paul Wilson and Allotment Officer Mrs Angela Spencer were in attendance.
The Chairman congratulated District Cllr Martim Roberts on his successful election win on June 4th, 2024, and welcomed him to the meeting.

As no public session was requested the Chairman proceed with meeting.

Cllrs attending

P Costello - Chairman

L Taylor – Vice – Chair

A Holmes

A Miles

B Mears

C Merrington

E Farmer

S Hodson

S Pallett

Clerk and RFO Ms P Kitchin





















UPC 67 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Resolved:  Apologies received from Cllrs E Jones and K Wilson.
UPC 68 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  

68.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.

Resolved:  None were received.

68.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensations.

Resolved:  None were received.

To approve the minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee 11th June 2024.

Resolved:  The minutes after being circulated from the Employment/Staffing Committee 11th June were approved as a true record.
UPC 70 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting held June 17th, 2024.

Resolved:  The minutes after being circulated from the Parish Council meeting held 17th June 2024 were approved as a true record.
UPC 71 To approve the report from the Finance Working Party 17th June 2024

Resolved:  The report from the Finance Working Party after being circulated were approved as a true record.

UPC 72 To approve minutes from the extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting 26th June 2024. 

Resolved:  The minutes after being circulates from the extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting 26th June 2024 were approved as a true record.

UPC 73 To approve minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting 1st July 2024.

Resolved:  The minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting 1st July 2024 after being circulated were approved as a true record.
UPC 74 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.

District Cllr Martin Roberts introduced himself and thanked the Council for their welcome and said he was looking forward to working with the Parish Council.
He spoke about the state of the roads on Richmond Road and Common Lane and also raised issues with the car park adjacent to the Pavilion on Upton Country Park asking about the history of this area and about possible funding in the Ward 1 area.  A long discussion between Parish Councillors and District Cllr Martin Roberts took place and the Chairman and Parish Councillors thanked him and said they look forward to working with him in the future.
UPC 75 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.

Cllr B Mears asked about the possibility of the moving of the large boulders which had been placed near the entrance of Rose Estate playing field to the other opening near the rear of the properties on Rose Avenue, to alleviate motor and quad bikes gaining entrance on to the field.  (The boulders had been previously used to stop motorbike and vehicular access on to the playing field until fencing had been erected).  Clerk said she would investigate this possibility and if this could be done what the cost would be.
Cllr S Pallett reported on the end of year disco for Year 6 pupils.  Approximately 150 to 200 pupils attended.  As Minsthorpe Academy were unable to host it this year, Upton Junior School offered their hall and Cllr S Pallett said it was successful it could become the venue to host this event again.
Cllr S Pallett informed the Council of the up and coming Fun Run which is being organised for the 16th August 2024 around Upton Country Park.  Registration for the Fun Run will be at the Pavilion which is used by Upton United Juniors FC.
Cllr S Pallett said how well the Youth Club at Upton Library is growing in numbers each week and is becoming a successful project.

UPC 76 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:

a. Cllr A Miles - To receive and approve new wording for the questionnaire to be sent out to each household in Upton and North Elmsall.
Discussions took place on how best for people to return the questionnaire.  A suggestion was made to leave a box in the Co-op and Morrisons Local.  A point was raised regarding members of staff and Cllrs entering for the £100.00 prize.  
Resolved:  Cllrs were happy with the re-wording of the questionnaire and approved printing costs of approx. £400.00 and a maximum of 4000 leaflets and delivery costs of approximately £300.00.  It was agreed Cllrs and members of staff could comment on the questionnaire but not be put into the draw.  Cllr A Miles to lead on this issue and organise the printing and distribution.  An estimated date for returning of questionnaires was the 1st September 2024.
b. Cllr P Costello and L Taylor to report on the official open day for the play equipment on Rose Estate playing field.
Cllr L Taylor gave the following report.  A large bouncing castle, face painting and free ice cream for children was provided.  A 3x3 gazebo was purchased for shelter.  Some Parish Councillors and District Councillor Jessica Carrington also attended the event.  The consensus from parents was it was a great scheme and gave ideas as to what they would like to further such as goal posts, bmx track, basketball court.  Questions were raised about fencing which is in the process of being installed.  People felt the fun gym which has been approved was a good idea.  A suggestion was made to hold a yearly fun day so people can give their ideas.
UPC 77 Request for a donation received from Tinker Tots playgroup.
Resolved:  To award £200.00 and to request receipts be presented after the event for purchase of goods.
UPC 78 To amend/approve Fostering and Kinship Care Policy.
Resolved:  To add ‘to give at lease 5 days notice in point 4.4
UPC 79 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st June 2024 to 30th June 2024.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
Resolved:  No issues raised. All receipts and payments were approved.
UPC 80 Planning matters:  - see attached list.
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

24/01070/FUL 7A high Street, Upton, Pontefract WF9 1HR.  Change of premises from (Class E café/restaurant to (Sui Generis) Takeaway (Retrospective).

Resolved: No issues were raised

UPC 81 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR.  Please note all other email correspondence is forwarded to Councillors.

· Emails from residents - see list.

· Messages from Facebook – see list.

· Written Correspondence – see list.  
Only basic enquires have been received regarding booking of the Village Hall

UPC 82 To agree to exclude the public and press in the view that publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business or arising out of the business about to be transacted.  (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960).
Resolved:  Approved.
UPC 83 Rose Estate playing field – To receive and approve a quote for fencing to go around the new play equipment.
Resolved:  As only one quote has been received for the meeting to place on the next agenda to allow for other quotes to be submitted.

UPC 84 To approve costs for fencing around the Miners Memorial Garden.

Cllr C Merrington reported he had received a few quotes for the works but some were verbal.  This was discussed at length and the issue of whether the hedge around the Miners Memorial Garden would be classed as a hedgerow
Resolved:  To research the legalities of hedgerow and to place this on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.
UPC 85 To approve costs relating to improvement works to the Miners Memorial Garden.

Resolved:  To refer this to the next Parish Council meeting
UPC 86 To approve costs for maintenance of the wood floor in the main hall.
Two quotes received.
Resolved:  Quote approved from Tyler Williams for £4,500.00.
UPC 87 To discuss issues relating to vehicles parked at the rear of Harewood Lane – to approve actions and costs from this item. 

Resolved:  If necessary to source assistance from a solicitor regarding the issue.
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.

Signed Chairman ____________________________________

Date __________________________________________________
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