MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD
20th January 2020
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  7 members of the public attended.  The Chairman asked members of the public if they wished to raise any issues.  

A public session was requested.
A question was raised regarding item 8 on the agenda, ‘who will decide what will be classed as vindictive criticism and what does it mean’? Cllrs said this would be clarified in item 8 on the agenda.
Mr S Spencer explained to the Parish Council what he would like to use the Book Xchange and the reason for requesting free use as specified in item 11 on the agenda.  

Cllrs attending

S Pallett - Chairman

P Costello - Vice-Chairman





A Miles





B Tallon




C Drobig





J Green




J Miles






K Davison




M Hirst
M Stevens
UPC 304 To approve apologies for absence 
Apologies received from District Cllrs J Carrington and A Garbutt. Apologies were also received from Parish Councillors L Pallett, B Mears, J Abel K Thornton and T Walker
Resolved: Apologies were noted.
UPC 305 To receive disclosures by Members of Interests in matters on the agenda – Advice for this item:
To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interests from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting.  The disclosure must include the nature of the interest. If you become aware, during the course of a meeting, of an interest that has not been disclosed under this item you must immediately disclose it. You may remain in the meeting and take part fully in discussion and voting unless the interest is prejudicial. 
 A personal interest is prejudicial if a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard it as so significant that it is likely to prejudice your judgement of the public interest and it relates to a financial or regulatory matter.” 

If your council has arrangements in place allowing a member of the public to speak to a meeting about an item and has adopted paragraph 12(2) of the 2007 Model Code of Conduct, a Councillor with a prejudicial interest in a matter may make representations, answer questions or give evidence to the meeting, but must then leave the room immediately and not take part in the council’s discussion, or vote, or observe the vote.  
Resolved: No disclosures of interest were received.
UPC 306 To approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 16th December 2019 – see attached 
Clerk reported Cllr C Drobig gave his apologies for not attending the meeting, but this wasn’t recorded
Cllr P Costello – UPC 285 – requested to be add, Cllr B Mears read out a letter from a parishioner and asked if she would meet her and she said she would

Cllr P Costello – UPC 286 asked to give an update on this issue, a meeting has been organised between Cllrs M Stevens, B Tallon and herself and the Clerk can attend if she is free to meet with Mary Cunningham from NOVA and Anthony Saddler from WMDC to meet either on the 28th/29th January 2020 to discuss an appeal regarding Upton Youth Centre.

Cllr P Costello – UPC 291 asked if there is any update on this.  Clerk reported no-one had been in contact 

Cllr P Costello – UPC 292 – asked if any communication had been received from Friends of the Community.  Clerk reported she had informed them of the Parish Council decision and is just waiting for sizes of the coal tub floral tub.

Cllr P Costello – UPC 297 – Asked if there was any update on this.  Clerk reported a generic email has been sent to all Parish/Town Councils in Yorkshire via YLCA but no-one has responded.  She had been passed on an email link by the training providers to contact for feed back on the course. 

Cllr B Tallon – UPC 285 said he said the ladies who did the old folks Christmas dinner not the pantomime.

Cllr P Costello – UPC 303 requested the following to be added, ‘Cllrs intervened by making points of order through the Chair, Cllrs were disgusted and upset, and Cllr Mears clearly broke his code of conduct even though it was in private business’.  Clerk advised this would have to be approved by the Parish Council as these are not the Clerks words. Cllr P Costello asked for a proposer and a seconder and a vote via a show of hands.  Cllr C Drobig abstained as he wasn’t present at the meeting.  Clerk requested the minutes be updated and brought back to the next Parish Council meeting for approval
Resolved: It was agreed to add the changes to the minutes and for the Clerk to bring back the updated minutes to be approved at the next Parish Council meeting.

UPC 307 To approve the minutes from the Employment and Staffing Committee 13th January 2020 – to follow

Clerk explained the minutes had been brought to the meeting but as there has not been 3 clears days allowed for them to be circulated prior to the meeting.  The Clerk she will place them on the next agenda for approval and send them out with the agenda if the minutes are passed on to the Clerk.
UPC 308 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors 
No District Councillors were available at the meeting but a written a report had been received.  
Roads – request for various roads to be cleaned through Upton.

Litter – request for litter to be picked near the play area and Marguerite Gardens.

Country Park – a litter pick took place on 27th December 2019 and dates for further litter picks will be circulated once they have been scheduled. 

Foliage – request to be cut back on Field Lane.

Further information
District Councillors have purchased a Smiley Sid machine for use in Ward 1 only.  Ward 1 covers Ackworth, North Elmsall, Upton, Badsworth, Thorpe Audlin, Nostell and Foulby, part of Wentbridge.  Further details will follow regarding the booking and training process for any groups or parish councils that wish to use the Smiley Sid equipment. 

UPC 309 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – please note this item is for information only and not to approve any actions or costs

Cllr A Miles asked if a meeting could be arranged for all interested Cllrs regarding the proposed Gala to get it off the ground and running the event planned for July 2020 and to view a website a certain website for ideas. Clerk suggested Cllr M Miles send her a few dates and times so this could be emailed out Parish Councillors so a meeting could be arranged
Cllr P Costello – gave information from NOVA regarding Village Hall funding for but must be submitted before 31st March 2020
P Costello – gave information on the following issues:

· Coalfields Communities Investment Programme, the deadline is the 1st March 2020 and is to do with health and wellbeing    

· West Yorkshire Partnership Portal – Clerk to get further information on this and bring to the next Parish Council meeting
· Well Womens Centre are carrying out open house surgeries, nearest one is taking place in Hemsworth.  If anyone wishes to attend to contact the Well Womens Centre for times etc.
UPC 310 To consider and approve the precept demand for the financial year 1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021 – see attached.  If an alternative precept amount prediction is required prior to the Parish Council meeting, please inform the Clerk 

Discussions took place regarding various issues concerning the precept demand.  The Chairman proposed the figure of £248,670.00 which is the same as last years amount which will show as a reduction of 0.24%.  This was seconded and the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  Agreed to the precept demand as £248,670.00 and the Clerk to inform WMDC 
UPC 311 To form a Village Hall Events Committee or Working Party and to produce a Terms of Reference thereafter for approval by the Parish Council - Cllr P Costello – see attached information explaining the difference between Working Parties, Committees and Sub-Committees

A proposal was received to form a Village Hall Events Working Party and to look at reviewing the Terms of Reference which had been used for the Parish Development Working Party.  Cllrs M Hirst, K Davison and M Stevens to be elected to the Working Party.  A seconder was received, and the Chairman requested a vote via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The proposal was approved
UPC 312 To discuss/approve/any actions/resolutions - Following legal advice, a recommendation was specified that this Parish Council formulates a written statement, to be made public, entrusting a meaningful resolution to terminate any further vindictive criticism from a minority percentage of parishioners towards Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council, its Councillors and their employees – Cllr Pauline Costello

Cllr P Costello read out the following statement:

Chair. 

In the Roles 'of Cllrs. It states 

All Cllrs. Are expected to abide by their Councils Code of Conduct. 

The responsibilities detailed in the Code are designed to protect Cllrs. As well as the people they serve and give clear guidance so that Cllrs. May undertake their duties in confidence. 

There is a small minority of parishioners who have continually exhibited vindictive actions, having or showing a strong or unreasoning desire for revenge. The constant criticism is not only vindictive but also personalized, concerned with personalities or feelings rather than with general or abstract matters. All Cllrs. Must always remember that they represent the Council as a corporate body and have member obligations under the Code of Conduct. 

Chair, members of this council, Clerk. 

I am proposing that such a document is developed and adopted and  that this council will no longer tolerate the continuous negative, harassment, disruption and malicious gossip that stops this council fulfilling its democratic and lawful role to carry out its business to serve this Parish for the good of all.  
Cllr A Miles asked Cllr K Davison to find the meaning of vindictive on her ipad, the Oxford Dictionary version as a member of the public previously asked what the meaning was.  The member of the public in question asked if he was ok to speak on the issue but didn’t received a response.  The meaning of vindictive was read out: “having or showing an unreasonable desire for revenge” The Chairman asked if the Council pass this as a Mission Statement?  The Clerk responded, ‘as she had never come across anything like this before she requested to contact Yorkshire Local Council Association for further advice on what the Parish Council is wanting to do or achieve’.  The Councillors agreed this would be a good idea.
It was agreed the Clerk contact Yorkshire Local Council Association for further advice.  
UPC 313 To cost new flower displays to be placed on the railing outside the Village Hall and to cost for hanging baskets also outside the Village Hall – Cllr P Costello

Various suggestions were made regarding hanging baskets and displays.  It was suggested the Clerk get costs for hanging baskets and flower displays from Plantscape.
UPC 314 To receive a written report from the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer regarding Parish Councils allotment sites, stables and grazing area – to approve any recommendation/ costs thereafter
School Street Allotments.

Contractors to start clearing the end plot on the allotment site this month.

More fencing damaged. (asking contractors to give us a quote to fix this)

Some of the plots are looking better.

Harewood Lane Allotments.

Inner gates are still getting left wide open.

 fencing panels are still not painted green.

 Some allotments need tidying up.

Someone as put pallets up instead of fencing and looks a mess. Recommend the fencing to be taken down as it states in their agreement that he needs permission from the council to put Harris fencing up only when hens are present on the site.

Everyone is still driving through with their vehicles which is clearly stated in their policy that you are only allowed to drive on when picking or dropping items off.

I contacted Moira Mattingly-Nunn Education Manager Wakefield PFI Project and she seems keen to get on board with the community allotment.

Stable & Grazing

Fencing has now been finished on the field and other gaps have been dealt with.

Once the structure for the hay has been built and the stable converted to a tack room there will be no need to have the shed in the corner of the allotment.(it looks untidy)  could we ask for this to be removed as it will no longer be needed.

The report was discussed, and no issues were raised.
UPC 315 Request to allow free use of the Village Hall one or two evenings per month in the Book Xchange for people wishing to start their family tree

 Parish Councillors spoke with Mr S Spencer who had placed in the request.  The Parish Council said it would be very supportive of this venture and were happy to help in anyway.
Resolved:  Free use of the Book Xchange was approved  
UPC 316 To approve monthly financial reports and bank reconciliation for the 1st December 2010 to 31st December 2019 – To approve list of payments for December 2019 and January 2020

As no issues were raised regarding payments the Chairman requested a proposer and seconder to approve the financial reports and payments. A proposal and a seconder were received.

Resolved:  All documents and payments were approved

UPC 317 To allow urgent payments to be made either via telephone transfer or internet banking due to Cllr L Pallett’s absence  

Cllr M Miles and the Clerk will chase the approval to be a cheque signature with Barclays Bank.
UPC 318 Planning matters – see report
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
App. No: 19/02796/FUL Application Type: Address: Stockrail House (Land At) Waggon Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1FE, Proposal: Residential development of 11No. dwellings.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
App. No: 19/02388/FUL, Full Application. Address: 5 Main Street Upton Pontefract WF9 1EH, Proposal: Detached double garage to rear (part retrospective).
App. No: 19/01976/FUL Address: Minsthorpe Community College Minsthorpe Lane South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2UJ. Proposal: Partial demolition of existing college site including Gymnasium and Sports Hall; construction of a replacement building to house new Sports Hall and Gymnasium and ancillary/changing facilities; and reinstatement of playground area. 

UPC 319 Correspondence – see report
· No written correspondence received

· Other correspondence received via email has been forwarded on to Parish Councillors

UPC 320 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Resolved:  This was actioned
UPC 321 Issues relating to Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officers report – to approve any actions costs thereafter

No issues to discuss

UPC 322 To update the Parish Council on pantomime complaint. Cllr Costello

The Clerk recommend the Council do not discuss this item until Cllr B Mears is in attendance due to information recently given to the Clerk of an incident which happened during the informal chat 19th December 2019.  The Clerk stated she would have given the same advice if it had been Cllr P Costello not in attendance, but Cllr B Mears was.  An Informal chat took place but no resolvement was made
UPC 323 Staff appraisals – Cllr K Davison – Chairman of the Employment and Staffing Committee

It was agreed by all present to leave this item in obeyance.
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions.
Signed Chairman _______________________________________
Date __________________________________________________
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