 MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

18th JANUARY 2016 
The Chairman, Cllr L Pickin opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  4 members of public attended 
District Cllrs M Ward, a Garbutt and J Carrington sent apologies as they were attending a meeting at WMDC.  
Public session requested.

Mr Miles raised issues concerning the newly refurbished kitchen.  A number of Cllrs stated this was on the agenda for discussion and thanked him for his comments and they were noted
The Chairman closed public session at 6.42pm
Cllrs attending

L Pickin – Chairman

A Davies

B Mears 
C Hobson

L Pallett

N Goodall

P Costello 

P Kitching

P Mears

R Johnson 

S Pallett
UPC 302 To approve apologies for absence 

Resolved: 

Cllr A Gillatt - illness 

Cllr B Tallon - illness

Cllr E Clamp - illness

UPC 303 Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda
Resolved: A verbal declaration of interest was received from Cllr S Pallett regarding item 20 on the agenda ‘The directors of UNEF politely request an informal meeting with the Parish Council to discuss possible changes to mutually benefit all parties within the Joint Working Agreement.

UPC 304 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Resolved: Cllr Pickin requested it noting of his current dispensation for issues with UNEF.  Cllr S Pallett requested information and a form to complete for a dispensation.
UPC 305 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 21st December 2015

Cllr Pickin requested the following amendments to be included

UPC 274 actions not concluded from previous meeting

UPC 276 complaints to the external auditors have cost £6,292.44
UPC 278 to list changes to the Parish Councils Financial Regulations
UPC 283 Councillors were requested to bring forward snags regarding the kitchen

UPC 284 and UPC 296 Cllr Pickin also stated it would raise issues with health and safety and the development of Harewood Lane allotment site

UPC 300 to note the letter was addressed to Parish Councillors
Cllr N Goodall suggested to Cllr Pickin to request things minuting at the time of the meeting 

Cllr L Pickin requested it minuting he abstained from voting pending information received from YLCA.  Cllr P Costello also abstained due to not being in attendance at the meeting. Resolved:  The minutes of the meeting were approved with the amendments as a true record.  

UPC 306 To approve verbal reports to be received from both Parish Councillors and District Councillors at this and future Parish Council meetings – Cllrs P Kitching and R Johnson

Chairman requested it minuting in UPC 393 it was noted District Cllr M Ward has not attended Parish Council meetings for 12 months
Resolved:  To bring back to the Parish Council to show that it agrees to rescind the previous   minute/resolution
UPC 307 Clerk requesting approval to contact YLCA on behalf of Cllrs L Pickin, D Gillatt, L Pallett, A Gillatt, S Pallett – re issues concerning certain items on the agenda from the Parish Council meeting held on the 19th October 2015

Resolved:  Clerk to email YALC for clarification  
UPC 308 To receive written reports from Wakefield District Councillors 

As the District Councillors were attending a meeting at WMDC she produced a report consisting of emails received regarding Minsthorpe playing field, flooding near the Co-op on Waggon Lane, flytipping on Sheepwalk Lane and the playing field on School Street.
Parish Councillors requested the District Councillors be contacted to ask if there are any plans available for the proposed Minsthorpe swimming baths and could the Memorial Garden in honour of Jim Greenwood on the Upton County Park could be tidied up. 

Resolved: The report was noted and the Clerk to contact the District Councillors regarding the issues raised by Parish Councillors
UPC 309 To receive Parish Councillors written reports and any urgent matters 

Cllr E Clamp had requested the Clerk to inform the Council he has visited Minsthorpe Community College regarding the siting of one of the defibrillators and the College was quite happy to accommodate this.

Cllr Pickin reported for Cllr B Tallon of his contact with the store on Tom Wood Ash Lane, McColls regarding the siting of one of the defibrillators

Cllr P Costello reported on the Burial Board meeting she recently attended

Cllr B Mears raised the issue of the Christmas tree at High Street/Field Lane as it has not yet been removed.

Cllr P Kitching reported on the recent incident where horses had broken down fencing from the field which the Parish Council lease to the Horse and Pony Club.  She thanked Mrs Wheat for her intervention with this incident  
Cllr S Pallett reported on litter in general and especially from the take-away stores
UPC 310 To receive reports from the Police Representative
As there was no Police representative at the meeting the Chairman moved on to the next item on the agenda.
Resolved:  Clerk was requested to contact the Neighbourhood Policing Team to request their attendance at the Parish Council meetings

UPC 311 To report any update(s) and to approve any actions regarding the Parish Council accounts for the year   1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015

No information has been received regarding the accounts for the year 1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015.  

Resolved:  Clerk to carry on copying in all correspondence/emails from Littlejohns to all Parish Council
UPC 312 To receive information requested regarding the cost effectiveness of leasing or purchasing a portable changing facility for the Wrangbrook Football Club.  To approve actions/costs on decision agreed – see attached sourced information from Portable Office hire and Wakefield Sales
Various suggestions were put forward regarding costings.  It was seen that hiring of changing facilities would be far too expensive against the purchasing of changing facilities.

Resolved: Parish Council to purchase container from Moorspace.  To have an agreement in place with the owner of the Wrangbrook Club and Institute and Wrangbrook FC, regarding the siting of the container and its maintenance etc. Clerk to create a draft agreement to be brought back to the Parish Council.  Cllrs B Mears, P Costello, L Pickin to meet with Mr Gordon Eccles, owner of the Wrangbrook Club and Institute and representatives of Upton Wrangbrook FC  
UPC 313 To approve completion of recent kitchen snag list and approve payment of £500.00 which has been withheld from the original payment

Resolved:  Payment approved
UPC 314 Request received from BRAT requesting two themed seats to be placed within the Memorial Garden on Waggon Lane - Cllr A Davies

Cllr A Davies stated the request is now only for one seat.
Resolved:  Chairman requested it minuting it was a unanimous decision to approve the seat.  As the Parish Council lease the land from WMDC the Clerk to contact WMDC about the seat

UPC 315 To approve costs for hanging baskets and tubs –see attached

Resolved:  Costs were approved.   Both Cllr S Pallett and R Johnson to visit First Impressions to chat over the content of the baskets. 
UPC 316 To approve policy for the Parish Council use of social media – Facebook and to approve a ceiling limit for the purchase of a small tablet to carry out this service, this can then be used by Parish Councillors to take photographs and report on any events they may attend  - see attached policy

Resolved:  The policy was approved and to allow up to £200.00 for a tablet to set up the Facebook page for the Parish Council
UPC 317 To agree/approve the following amendment to the Terms of Reference for the Employment/Staffing Committee  

Minutes

To receive and approve as a correct record and to authorise the signing of the minutes of the Committee meeting held on (date of meeting) 

The approved minutes are to be presented to the Parish Council for adoption/acceptance at the next Parish Council meeting

Chairman requested it minuting he abstained from voting

Resolved:  The amendment was approved
UPC 318 To approve two members of the public to the membership of the Community Development Working Party in accordance with the Working Party’s Terms of Reference:

Membership

· The working party shall be drawn from the Parish Council with 8 members who shall be elected each year at the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council.  There must be no less than three members to be quorate.   The Working Party can if it wishes use support from volunteers who are residents of Upton and North Elmsall.  These to be approved by the Parish Council.

Chairman requesting it minuting he abstained from voting

Resolved:  Approved, Mrs D Wheat and Mr P Oxby be volunteers for the Community Development Working Party

UPC 319 To receive accounts from UNEF for November 2015 – Please contact the clerk if you require a copy

Resolved:  Noted
UPC 320 Proposal received from the Community Development Working Party regarding possible extension to the Village Hall.  To accept/agree to decisions made regarding the proposal - see attached report from the Community Development Working Party

The Chairman requested it minuting he abstained from voting

Resolved:  Clerk to get costing for plans drawing for the extension proposed for the front of the Village Hall from Mark Berry and Peter Wade Associates who have both drawn plans previously for the Parish Council and to bring back to the next Parish Council meeting

UPC 321 The directors of UNEF politely request an informal meeting with the Parish Council to discuss possible changes to mutually benefit all parties within the Joint Working Agreement.

The Chairman reminded the Parish Council of his approved dispensation and Cllr S Pallett also reminded the Parish Council of his declaration of interest mentioned at the beginning of the meeting

Resolved:  To hold a minuted meeting at a convenient time for both parties. 
UPC 322 To agree a date to hold a Finance Working Party meeting to check though the Parish Councils accounts and to discuss the precept demand for the financial year 1st April 2016 to 31st March 2017 – Cllr B Mears

Resolved:   A meeting arranged for Monday 8th February 2016 and to commence at 6.30.  This to be held in the Council Chamber 
UPC 323 To consider and approve any decisions regarding re-instating weekend booking children’s parties etc 

Chairman requested this be discussed in private business due to possible employment issues being discussed

Resolved:  Approved to move to private business

UPC  324 To receive/discuss/approve update and recommendations received from Steve Wells Associates for the following:

· to be a joint applicant with Upton United Juniors Community Sports Club in its application to the Football Foundation for funding towards the pavilion project; 

· to be the employer in the pavilion construction projects once a funding award has been made; and 

· that early discussions take place with Steve Wells Associates to pursue detailed design work and cost planning, and an application for full planning approval.

 Resolved:  Agreed to defer this item to the next Parish Council meeting when further funding information could be available 
UPC 325 To approve list of payments for December 2015 and to approve monthly financial report for 1st to 31st December 2015 

Chairman requested it minuting that the bank balances shown were incorrect due to a clerical error made by the Clerk/RFO

Resolved:  All requested payments approved no issues raised
UPC 326 Approve the cost of purchasing plants for the walls surrounding the paved area at the entrance to East Avenue and the Ash Path – Cllr S Pallett
Cllr S Pallett gave a report on his contact with WDH regarding their ‘Love Where You Live Scheme’.  This was brought on by a member of the public mentioning the neglected public area near to her property in a recent Parish Council public session.
Resolved:  Both Cllr S Pallett and R Johnson to meet with First Impressions regarding costs.  To bring back to the next Parish Council meeting
UPC 327 To discuss/approve possible costs for two or three small pit wheels to be placed around Upton and North Elmsall – Cllr B Mears

Cllr B Mears explained he had been approached by a member of public regarding this issue.

Resolved:  Agreed in principle pending costs.  The Community Development Working Party were requested to find costs etc and to present to the Parish Council
UPC 328 Reports from the following Committees
Allotment Committee

Chairman Reported on the request for an extra water meter placed on Harewood Lane allotment site for the stable users

Chairman stated he had received a quote for fencing for School Street allotments and the playing field on School Street, land to the top of Harewood Lane leading on to Walton Wood – will bring to next Parish Council meeting
Open Spaces Committee

Environment/flytipping Committee

Cllr P Costello reported on the ongoing issue with flytippers on Shinwell Estate, it was suggested the Clerk write to Gleesons to request they place a barrier of sought across the main entrance to the area. 
Asset transfer Committee

Chairman reported WMDC had contacted him and a meeting has been arranged with Anthony Saddler and Graham Stokes

Events Committee

Chairman to request quotes from First Impression for Christmas trees on lampposts and to bring back costs to the next Parish Council meeting

UPC 329 Planning Matters - see attached: 
APPLICATIONS APPROVED

15/02667/OUT The Elders, Waggon Lane, Upton.  Residential development for 1no detached bungalow (outline application for access, layout and scale)

UPC 330 Correspondence 
Land Registry – re Recreation Ground  – information was noted

WMDC re precept demand 2015/2016- noted

Clark Telecom – Proposed upgrade to telecommunications radio base station installation at Minsthorpe Community College and associated information – information was noted

WMDC - LDF Wakefield District Residential Design Guide and Wakefield City Urban Design Framework - Noted

Roythornes – re Bell Street Allotments – information noted

UPC 331 Quote for works on School Street allotment site – (Streetscene)

Resolved: Quote was approved.  Clerk to contact as soon as possible to get the work started

UPC 332 Quotes for re-surfing work for path on Harewood Lane - (Bedford Housing Estates waiting for Streetscene)

Resolved:  As there was no quote from Streetscene it was agreed to the quote received from Bedford Housing Estate to carry out the work from the section requiring 385 sq meters.  This is the main pathway only to the barrier to the rear of 1 to 23 Harewood Lane and up to the gates to the Harewood Lane allotment site

UPC 333 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting

Resolved:  Approved
All recording devices were turned off

UPC 334 To confirm/approve overtime payment for the Clerk 
Resolved:  Three hours were approved

To discuss further in private business as approved in this meeting, minute UPC 323 for reference only
UPC 335 To consider and approve any decisions regarding re-instating weekend booking children’s parties etc 

Chairman requested this be discussed in private business due to possible employment issues being discussed

Resolved:  Approved for the Employment/Staffing Committee to conclude the issue and to look at the very best options for the Parish Council.

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm

Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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