MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
15th January 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Five members of the public were in attendance.  The Chairman, Cllr A Miles opened the meeting at 6.30pm

A public session was requested.
Three residents from Tower Avenue came to speak and to give their thoughts on the project for the extra play equipment for Rose Estate playing field which the Parish Council responded to, and issues were discussed.  It was also noted of the motor vehicles etc gaining access to the site via an unfenced part of the field.  The Parish Council said they would look for a solution to this problem.

Cllrs attended		A Miles - Chairman 
P Costello – Vice-chairman
B Mears 
E Farmer
				C Merrington
L Taylor
S Hodson
S Pallett

Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin

UPC 199 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Parish Cllrs, A Holmes, K Wilson, S Hodson and District Cllr A Garbutt gave apologies.   The Clerk informed the Parish Council of Cllr Mr Peter Morton’s non-attendance for 6 consecutive months which brings into force the ‘six month rule’.  The Electoral Office at WMDC have been informed. 
Resolved: Apologies were noted and the Council confirmed the casual vacancy for Mr Peter Morton.


UPC 200 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved for Parish Cllrs A Holmes and K Wilson.


UPC 201 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
201.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: No declarations of interest were received.
201.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 202 To receive and approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 18th December 2023.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 18th December 2023 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 203 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
As Cllr Garbutt was ill, he sent a written report; 
He has been able to assist constituents in Upton including a successful a planning application enabling a property to be erected to support a young person with medical issues. District Cllrs have also been approached regarding traffic issues on School Street which we intend to investigate.


UPC 204 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr B Mears – reported on the ongoing issues on Tom Wood Ash Lane are with the storage of recovery vehicles and car sales – he said this area appeared to be a lot tidier.
Cllr C Merrington raised an issue from a resident requesting a key for the rear of Harewood Lane to allow her access for her granddaughter so she can safely use her power scooter as she is only 4 years old.
Cllr S Pallett reported works on the Green Lane gate will be starting Tuesday 16th January 2024.


UPC 205 To receive results from the Public Consultation for Rose Estate playing and the public consultation regarding its Standing Orders for any public spending over £15,000.00  
Cllr L Taylor and A Miles reported on the footfall so far for the consultation, which is taking place in Upton Library which is currently running to the 19th January 2024. They reported they have received approximately 45 to 50 residents to view the plans.  The Clerk also reported on the footfall in the Village Hall and informed the Council there had been quite a lot of interest shown with several views on both the Parish Councils and Upton Library’s facebook page.  The public consultation for the Parish Councils Standing Orders for any public spending over £15,000.00 will run until the 8th February 2024 in both sites.


UPC 206 Van warranty - to discuss/approve renewal and costs – see attached.
Resolved: Approved to purchase the 12 months warranty for the Parish Councils van.


UPC 207 To discuss and approve the precept demand for the financial year 1st April 2024 to the 31st March 2025 – see attached examples of bandings etc. 
The Chairman informed the Parish Council of the Finance Working Party’s recommendation for the amount for the precept demand for this financial year and spoke of the various projects for the next financial year which the Parish Council would like to embark on. As the precept was reduced last year by £36,000.00 due to the rise in the cost of living, 
Resolved:  The amount for the precept demand was agreed to be set at £248, 670.00 for the ensuing financial year.


UPC 208 To receive the Internal Audit report from Alison Cocliff BA (Hons) ACMA, CGMA – see attached.
Resolved:  The report was noted.



[bookmark: _Hlk138252508]UPC 209 Councillors’ items requested for this agenda.
None were received for this Parish Council meeting.


UPC 210 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st December 2023 to the 31st December 2023.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  
No issues were raised.  
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.


UPC 211 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPROVED PLANNING – 
23/00551/FUL Erection of single storey annexe in rear garden, 1 Hill Estate, Upton
Resolved:  No issues raised.


UPC 212 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
[bookmark: _Hlk130389310][bookmark: _Hlk138254999][bookmark: _Hlk140658038]Facebook:
Facebook 
Bookings for the Village Hall, children’s parties etc.

Emails from Residents:
Bookings for the Village Hall

Written Correspondence:  Correspondence previously received and sent out to Parish Councillors regarding a key for the rear of Harewood Lane to allow access for a resident - Please refer to Cllr C Merrington’s comments in UPC 204.  This issue was discussed at length.  The Chairman asked for a vote on the issue, and it was resolved to allow this resident a key to access the lane.


UPC 213 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved.


UPC 214 Further information received for storage bays on Harewood Lane allotments.  To approve quote for works previously received – see attached.
The Village Warden had provided arial photographs of the areas to be used for the bays on Harwood allotment site and the Clerk provided copies of quotes and photographs of materials to be used.
Resolved:  Approve the quote received from Cudworth Fencing Ltd.


As there were no further items to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.30pmpm and thanked everyone for their attendance and input.  



Signed ________________________________________________
Chairman 



Date ___________________________________________________
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