MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
 MEETING

20th JANUARY 2025 
The Chairman, Cllr S Hodson opened the meeting at 6.30pm. Eight members of public, the Parish Councils Village Warden, Paul Wilson and Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer Mrs Angela Spencer were in attendance.
The Chairman welcomed members of the public and asked if there was any member of the public wishing to raise any issues.
A representative from Bless Community Services said she would like to thank the Parish Council and its members of staff for all their support they have given Bless Community Services and reported they had received 7,882 people signing in and have attended the groups and activities which Bless Community Services provide in the Village Hall.
As there was no other issues raised the Chairman thanked the representative and proceeded with the Parish Council meeting.
Cllrs attending
S Hodson - Chairman
L Taylor – Vice Chairman

A Miles

B Mears

C Merrington

E Jones

K Wilson

P Dainty
S Pallett

Clerk and RFO Ms P Kitchin





















UPC 202 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Resolved:  Apologies received from, Cllr E Farmer
UPC 203 To approve reasons for absence.

Resolved:  Reasons for absence was approved for absent Cllr.

UPC 204 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  

204.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.

Resolved:  None were received.  
204.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensations.

Resolved:  None were received.

UPC 205 To approve draft minutes from the Staffing Committee 9th December 2024 previously sent out, but if you require a further copy please contact the Clerk.

Resolved:  The minutes from the Staffing Committee 9th December 2024 after being circulated were approved as a true record
UPC 206 To approve draft minutes from the Parish Council meeting December 16th 2024.

Resolved: The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 16th December 2025 after being circulated were approved as a true record.
To approve draft minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting 6th January 2025. 

Resolved: The minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting 6th January 2025 after being circulated were approved as a true record.
UPC 207 To approve the precept demand for the Parish Council for the financial year 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026.

Following discussions and taking on board the recommendations from the Finance Working Party and taking in to account the cost of living crisis it was agreed to keep the precept demand the same as the previous year., which will show a small rise of 0.23%
Resolved:  Approved the precept demand for the next financial year for the 1st April 2025 to the 31st March 2026 will be £248,670.00
UPC 208 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.

No District Cllrs were in attendance.  
Clerk informed the meeting that information received from our District Cllrs had been forwarded to Parish Councillors
UPC 209 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr B Mears – had been asked by a resident about the plain marble seat at the top of Field Lane as to why its there and will there be any names on it.  Cllr S Pallett explained the reason why it was sited there when other marble seats were purchased a number of years ago.
Cllr B Mears – has been asked who can people contact with regarding the re-siting of the South Elmsall sign across from the old Park public house as it is confusing due to the boundary changes. Discussions took place regarding Upton and North Elmsall and South Elmsall boundary.  The Chairman suggested the Clerk contact WMDC to obtain an A1 size map which depicts the Parish Council boundary.
Cllr A Miles – asked if anything had been received from WMDC regarding the moving a tree from the boundary sign coming into Upton from the A638.  The Clerk said she hadn’t received anything but would chase this up.
Cllr L Taylor asked for updates on when the kitchen tops and sinks are being replaced in the Village Hall and when the goal posts for Rose Estate playing field will be done.  Clerk responded the date agreed with the joiner and plumber is Wednesday 26th February.  The football posts are approximately 4 weeks for delivery, but the firm no longer installs them, so she will get a quote for the posts to be installed for the next Parish Council meeting.
Cllr L Taylor requested an update on the replacement of perplex for the Parish Councils noticeboards.  The Village Warden reported he is waiting for a call back as he has requested thicker Perspex as the noticeboards are smashed on a regular basis.

Cllr S Pallett reported that members from this Parish Council are required for the Joint Burial Board and requested this be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.

UPC 210 Following the attendance of the PACT meeting held in the Village Hall on the 20th December 2024, the Village Warden would like to present a verbal report to the Council regarding Tagging and Defence Sprays and its benefits.

The Village Warden presented a slide and verbal report on the benefits of TD Sprays used by the Police to spray on offenders, bikes and quad bikes alike.  He explained how it had been used by the Police and how successful it has been, but unfortunately the Police have had to cut the funding of this spray.  He gave costings for the spray and asked for permission from the Parish Council to go and speak to other Town/Parish Councils to work as a collective to help with the off road vehicle issues and if they would be willing to help fund the cost for the spray. Cllrs discussed this at length but were disappointed the Police couldn’t make this presentation to request the funding.  Following a long discussion with various scenarios and questions raised.  A proposal was received to allow the Village Warden to co-ordinate a meeting at the Village Hall of ‘like minded’ Cllrs in this area.  This proposal received a seconder.  An amendment was put forward ‘it needs to be a Police matter and the Police to co-ordinate the meeting.  The Chairman requested a show of hands for the amendment. 5 hands were raised, the amendment was carried.
Resolved: To allow the Village Warden to inform the Police at the next PACT meeting of the Councils decision.
UPC 211  To approve the CCTV footage of damage to the van (kicking off the wing mirrors) to be used by West Yorkshire Police

Resolved:  This action was approved.
UPC 212 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda and to approve costs:
a) Cllr L Taylor - To install a noticeboard on Rose Estate playing field.

Resolved:  Agreed to purchase on the same as the one standing on the Miners Memorial Garden.

b) Cllr L Taylor – requesting signs for School Street and Rose Estate play areas to inform members of the public where to report damage.
Resolved: Agreed to place a notice inside the noticeboard once erected on Rose Estate playing field and to have one fixed to the fencing on the School Street site.

c) Cllr L Taylor – requesting Cllr S Hodson be added to the Allotment and Community Garden Committee.
Resolved:  The Chairman, Cllr S Hodson was approved to be added to the Allotment and Community Garden Committee.

d) Cllr L Taylor – seeking permission from the Parish Council to allow the Allotment and Community Garden Committee to use other social media platforms to advertise the Flower and Produce competition.
Resolved: No objections received.

e) Cllr L Taylor requesting to purchase a 5 drawer filing cabinet for the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer.
Cllr S Pallett said he could donate a 4 drawer filing cabinet for free.  The Allotment, Grazing and Stable Office said this would be fine.  The Parish Council thanked Cllr S Pallett.
f) Cllr S Hodson – Chairman – For Parish Councillors to receive the following documents: 
1. Parish Councils Asset Register

2. Parish Councils GDPR Policy

3. Report from Finance Working Party meeting
g) Cllr S Hodson - To hold a general discussion on GDPR.

The Chairman explained he had been on a course for GDPR and some of the perils this can cause.  The Chairman suggested to review the current Parish Councils GDPR policies in the summer.

h) Cllr S Hodson – Chairman, to form a finance focus group.

Resolved:  Cllrs S Pallett, P Dainty and A Miles to form the focus group.

i) Cllr C Merrington - Spare plants after refilling barrels to be used on Upton Country Park around the pit wheel.
Resolved:  No issues were raised.

j) Cllr S Pallett - requesting the Council look at a better solution for Green Lane to stop the dumping of rubbish. – To approve any costs/actions.
The Village Warden had created a slide presentation for this item to show how bad the situation was on Green Lane.  Cllr S Pallett made some suggestions of how the Parish Council could alleviate the issue.

Resolved:  It was approved to allow up to £5,000.00 to have substantial gates made for the lane which Cllr S Pallett will look into.  

k) Cllr S Hodson – requested information on making the Parish Council a gov.uk domain – see information from the Cabinet Office and from the Parish Council Domains Helper service Team

Resolved:  Cllrs will sign up for an online session with ‘Parish Helper’ to see how the Parish Council could transfer to a gov.uk domain and for the cost implications to the Parish Council.
UPC 213 To approve costs for exercise equipment for School Street green which is the same costs as previously agreed for Rose Estate playing field - see attached.

The Clerk informed the meeting the manufacture had stated there was no difference in price from its previous installation on Rose Estate playing field.
Resolved:  Approved costs for the equipment for School Street green
UPC 214 Approve cost to clean the Parish Councils tablecloths approx. £4.50 each

Resolved:  Costs were approved with an approximate cost to clean all the Parish Council tablecloths cost is approximately £112.00 to £115.00
UPC 215 Approve costs for yearly warranty either plan 2 or 3 for the Council van – see attached.

Resolved:  Agreed to leave in obeyance till further notice.

UPC 216 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st December 2024 to 31st December 2024.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors prior to the meeting.  

A question was asked regarding staff salaries.  The Clerk explained this was due to the early payment of salaries due to the Christmas break.
Resolved:  As no further issue were raised the account for this period were approved.

UPC 217 Planning matters:  - see attached list 

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

24/02254/TPO. Greenview Medical Centre Waggon Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1JS Fell 4 Sycamore Trees (T1-T4) and Remove Deadwood from other Trees.

24/02152/ADS 47 Barnsdale Way Upton Pontefract WF9 1LS.  Proposed additional storey to form additional accommodation to original dwelling
APPLICATIONS APPROVED

24/01410/ful Harewood Stores, Wrangbrook Road, Upton, Pontefract.  Partial change of ground floor residential to commercial (Class E). External staircase.  External alterations.
UPC 218 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR.  Please note all other email correspondence is forwarded to Councillors.
All other email correspondence has been forwarded to Parish Councillors.

Email from a parishioner - see attached – re Rose Estate playing field.

Resolved:  This issue has been dealt with.

Email from a parishioner – see attached – re request for a grit bin.

Resolved:  Clerk to contact the resident to inform them if they require any further grit to go and collect it from the Community Garden on School Street.

Email from a parishioner - see attached – re fundraising litter pick.

Resolved:  Cllr S Pallett said he would contact this parishioner as he could get litter picking equipment from WMDC and to see if the Parish Council could help in any other way.

UPC 219  To agree to exclude the public and press in the view that publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business or arising out of the business about to be transacted.  (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960).
Resolved:  Approved. 
UPC 220 Quotes received for works on School Street Allotments redevelopment – to approve costs

a. Asbestos sweep - to remove all asbestos from the site

Resolved:  No quote as yet had been received for this item.

b. To approve costs to purchase pigeon lofts.

Resolved:  To bring back to the Parish Council when other information had been sourced. Agreed to give delegated powers to Cllr L Taylor and the Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer to speak with allotment holders from School Street allotment site and to report back to the next Parish Council meeting.

c. To install 120 metres of green palisade fencing currently in storage

Resolved:  Costs supplied by T & D Contractors were approved.

d. For clearing fence line to allow the fencing to be installed.

Resolved:  Costs supplied by T & D Contractors were approved.

e. For cutting down trees behind Community Garden.

Resolved:  Costs supplied by T & D Contractors were approved.

UPC 221 Cllr S Hodson, Chairman and Cllr L Taylor - To consider and approve the temporary additional duties to the Allotment, Grazing and Stable Officer to add Deputy Clerk to the job description.

The Chairman, Cllr S Hodson said he would like to retract this item from the agenda.

UPC 222 To receive a report from the Clerk regarding the Village Wardens, change of circumstances and use of the Parish Council van.

Various suggestions were put forward and discussed at length.  
A proposal was received to allow a one month temporary working agreement on the use of the Parish Councils van.  The Village Warden to carry on with the opening and closing of the Village Hall.  Cllr S Pallett offered to volunteer to help with opening and closing of the Village Hall during this transition.
Resolved:  Cllr S Pallett to make enquiries for costs for WMDC to carry out call outs for alarms.  To look for a solution regarding opening and closing of the Village Hall.  To charge the Village Warden HMRC milage rate of 0.45p per mile for coming to and leaving work.  To allow a one month temporary working agreement with the Village Warden regarding use of the Parish Councils van and to work towards a successful outcome for all concerned. To place this on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting to review.
The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions and closed the meeting at 9.15pm.
Signed Chairman ____________________________________

Date __________________________________________________
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