APPROVED MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
17th January 2022
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr P Kitching has given her apologies so the Vice-chairman, Cllr B Mears chaired the meeting. Cllr B Mears opened the meeting at 6.30pm
16 members of the public were also in attendance. The Chairman asked if any members of the public would like to raise any issues.
Various people requested to speak about the proposed ‘pump park’ on the ‘old recreation ground’ off Wagon Lane and various issues were raised. Chairman explained this item is not on the agenda and that it is just in the preliminary stage, this is why its up for a public consultation. It was said some people had received flyers through their letter boxes and saying to forward on to Upton Library, the Chairman stated no flyers from the Parish Council had been put through any letterboxes. Concerns raised were motorbikes and quads using the proposed pump park, parking in a nearby estate and antisocial behaviour and policing of the scheme. The Chairman pointed members of the public in the direction of the display on the proposed pump park in book exchange and to leave their comments in the box provided. A suggestion was made that the Parish Council to leaflet the residents in close proximity to the ‘old recreation ground’.
A resident reported cars being repaired on the side of the road on Tom Wood Ash Lane which is causing an eyesore.
An issue was raised because the Chairman had not announced the meeting was being voice recorded for minutes purposes. The member of public request copies of what she has said on recordings back. The Chairman apologised for not announcing the meeting is being voice recorded.
Parking issues on Elder Drive turning point, every day this is blocked by cars.
A request was put to the Parish Council to consider helping a local group who have made a request to WMDC to upgrade the old railway line to the rear of Upton Country Park.
Discussions on the lack of attendance at Parish Council meetings by the District Councillors.
As no further issues were raised the Chairman proceed with the Parish Council meeting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended
				B Mears – Vice - Chairman
				I Bell
				E Griffin 
				P Costello
				K Davison 
				S McCabe
				C Merrington
A Miles 
S Pallett
L Pallett
S Spencer

UPC 184 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillors D Welsh and Cllr S Wooldridge, District Cllrs A Garbutt, J Carrington and R Massey.
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted. 


UPC 185 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
185.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
185.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: Cllr S Spencer declared an interest in item 11 on the agenda as he is Chairman of Upton and North Elmsall History Group. To discuss/approve – The grant request received from Upton History Group for £2500.00 plus annual hosting fee of (£95.00). 


UPC 186 To approve minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee held Wednesday 29h December 2021. 
A proposal was received to approve the minutes as a true record, and this was seconded.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved: The minutes of the Employment/Staffing Committee 29th December 2021 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 187 To approve minutes from the Extra Ordinary meeting Monday 10th January 2021
A proposal was received to approve the minutes as a true record, and this was seconded.  A vote was taken via a show of hands
Resolved: The minutes of the Extra Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held 6th December 2021 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 188 To receive report from the Finance Working Party held Monday 10th January 2021.
Resolved:  The report was approved


UPC 189 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
· No District Councillor was in attendance.  District Cllr A Garbutt send the following information: 
· Information received from Highways has been forwarded on to a lady requesting 2 disabled parking bays.
· Two litter bins are to be provided for Minsthorpe when WMDC received new stock.
· Quad bikes on Minsthorpe playing field.  Cllr A Garbutt has requested the installation of some ballads.
· The Chairman suggested either a letter or email go to all the District Councillors requesting their attendance at Parish Council meetings.  Clerk suggested Parish Councillors email in by Friday as to what comments they would like to add. 


UPC 190 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr L Dale asked if everyone was aware of the Queens Celebrations this year and as a Parish Council, we should be doing something.  Street party and lighting of a beacon was suggested.  Chairman suggested Councillors email the Clerk with ideas they would like to put forward.  Cllr D Welsh reported on what Upton Rugby Club are doing for the event.  
Cllr S Pallett raised the subject of litter outside the post office at Upton.

Chairman suggested discussing item 11 at the same time as item 9.  This action was approved.

UPC 191 To receive a report regarding the Grant request for Upton History Group to set up a website £2500.00 plus annual hosting fee of (£95.00) – in keeping with the Parish Councils Grant Policy Cllrs P Kitching and B Mears met with members of Upton History Group 10th January 2022 to ask questions regarding the application for grant funding.  Note no questions were received from Parish Councillors. 
Cllr S Spencer left the meeting at this point.  As Cllr P Kitching wasn’t in attendance Cllr B Mears gave a report. He said the donation is the cost of setting up a large website with training.  Schools, and Councils etc will have access to all the documentation in the possession of Upton and North Elmsall History Group.  Clarification was given on the annual cost, as just a one off payment.  The Chairman proposed the donation be awarded and this was seconded. The Chairman requested a show of hands.
Resolved:  Grant award of £2595.00 was approved.


UPC 192 To approve costs for dry cleaning of tablecloths - £6.00 each x 20
Clerk stated this quote was from Asda at Durkar, Wakefield.
Resolved:  Costs approved.


UPC 193 To discuss/approve possible – The grant request received from Upton History Group for £2500.00 plus annual hosting fee of (£95.00). 
This item was discussed and approved with UPC 191


UPC 194 Requested changes to the Terms of Reference for the Employment/Staffing Committee to amend the number of members to three to be quorate now there are extra members on the Employment/Staffing Committee. 
Resolved:  Amendment was approved.


UPC 194 Cllr P Costello – To amend the Terms of Reference for the Employment/Staffing Committee to add, a Vice-Chairman also be chosen along with a Chairman at the first meeting following the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
Resolved:  Amendment was approved

UPC 195 Cllr P Costello – to elect members of the Parish Council on to an Appeals Committee.
Resolved:  Cllrs K Davison, I Bell and A Miles were elected on to the Appeals Committee


UPC 196 Cllr P Costello and Cllr C Merrington are requesting the Parish Council consider/approve costs and assistance with the commencement of a community garden project on the School Street allotment site (fenced area) – information previously provided to Parish Councillors
Resolved:  Cllrs P Costello and C Merrington to work with the Village Warden and the Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer


UPC 197 Part of Village Wardens duties is to make suggestion/recommendations to the Parish Council, for the Parish Council to consider/approve recommendations/suggestions/costs from the Village Warden:
Recommendations/suggestions
· To buy a hose pipe for village hall to wash gritter etc.  – Approved to 			purchase
· Annual service for gritter pleases see attached. Approved to purchase
· To look at solar street lighting for school street park 						for paths. To request a light assessment by the company and to carry 			out a site visit by Parish Councillors on the 26th January 2022 at 				5.00pm on the School Street site
· To purchase a handy garden trolley to carry equipment on and for 					emptying bins etc.  Approved to purchase

UPC 198 To receive the Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officers report and to approve actions.
Various issues were raised and discussed. 
Resolved: Delegated powers were approved for the Allotment, Stable and Grazing Officer to terminate allotment agreements regarding allotment holders not adhering to the Parish Councils agreement regarding cockerels as warning letters have been ignored. Cllr D Welsh to speak to someone who could carry out repair work on the Harewood Lane road through the allotment site. 

  
UPC 199 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st December to 31st December 2021.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
Questions were raised as to why the Clerk/RFO has purchased a more expensive PAT testing machine than amount agreed. Clerk said it was a better testing machine which included all certificates and labels. It was said this should have been brought back to Council.   Clerk she said she will pay the Parish Council back the difference.  This was offer was refused by Cllrs for the Clerk to pay back the difference.

Resolved:  Payments, receipts and monthly reports were approved.  

  
[bookmark: _Hlk68012839]UPC 200 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
No new applications
	
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
21/01761/FUL, Fir Tree Farm House, North Elmsall, Pontefract, WF9 2DZ
Front elevation two storey extension including balcony 
APPLICATIONS REFUSED
21/01939/FUL, Beech House, Hall Lane, North Elmsall, Pontefract, WF9 2DZ
Part two storey part single storey side extension and single story rear extension


UPC 201 New Correspondence received and to decide actions where necessary: 
Facebook, and written questions raised by members of the public  
Resolved: Correspondence was noted


UPC 202 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved


UPC 203 To receive quotes for electrical works due to roof leaking in the Main Hall – To approve one quote to carry out the works.
None were received


UPC 204 To receive quotes to repair/replace old CCTV at the Village Hall – To approve one quote to carry out works.
 Three quotes were received.
Resolved:  Agree to the quote received from Crystal CCTV


[bookmark: _Hlk68073884]UPC 205 To receive recommendations from the Employment/Staffing Committee following interviews for the position of cleaner with the view of employing the successful candidate.
Unfortunately, the Employment and Staffing Committee couldn’t make a recommendation as there were two candidates who both scored same on the matrix system. The Employment/Staffing Committee have arranged a further meeting to discuss the issue.


As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.35pm


Signed Chairman _________________________________________


Date: ________________________________
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