MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
19th February 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Seven members of the public were in attendance.  The Chairman, Cllr A Miles opened the meeting at 6.30pm

A public session was requested.
A resident wished to speak on an email he had sent to the Parish Council regarding the Parish Councils decision to allow a key to be given to a resident who requested access to the rear of Harewood Lane to allow her grandchild use of the lane on a small, motorised vehicle.  Both the Chairman and Cllr S Pallett responded and engaged in conversation over the issue and explained the Parish Councils decision for allowing this action.

As there were no further issues raised the Chairman proceeded with the meeting
 
Cllrs attended		A Miles - Chairman 
P Costello – Vice-chairman
A Holmes
B Mears 
E Farmer
				C Merrington
L Taylor
S Pallett

Clerk and RFO – Ms Pat Kitchin

UPC 221 To receive and note apologies for absence.
Parish Cllrs, E Jones, K Wilson, S Hodson and District Cllr A Garbutt gave apologies.   
Resolved: Apologies were noted


UPC 222 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved for Parish Cllrs E Jones, S Hodson and K Wilson.


UPC 223 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
223.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Resolved: No declarations of interest were received.
223.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 224 To receive and approve the minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 15th January 2024.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 15th January 2024 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 225 To receive and approve the minutes from the extra ordinary Parish Council meeting held 12th February 2024.
Resolved: The minutes from the Parish Councils extra ordinary meeting 12th February 2024 after being circulated were approved as a true record.


UPC 226 To receive and approve the minutes from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee and to discuss/approve any recommendations made.
Resolved: The minutes only from the Parish Councils Allotment and Community Garden Committee were approved as a true record.
a. To discuss/approve the proposal received from the Allotment and Community Garden Committee - to allow a yearly maintenance budget of £10,000.00 and to amend the current Terms of Reference to reflect this.   If approved to recommend this starts in the new financial year the 1st of April 2024.
Following a lengthy discussion with various scenarios the following was resolved:
Resolved:  Approved to allow a yearly budget of £10,000.00 for maintenance of, Harewood Lane and School Street allotments, the eco allotment/Community Garden on Harewood Lane, the Community Garden on School Street, stable blocks 1 and 2 and the grazing field.

b. To discuss/approve the additions to the current Terms of Reference for the Allotment and Community Garden Committee as stated in the minutes of the Committee 12th February 2024.
1. The Clerk informed the Council the Terms of Reference can be amended at anytime with approval from the full Parish Council only.
2. To keep within the budget allocated by the Parish Council.  Records and accounts must be kept of all spending carried out by the Committee and accounts must be supplied to the Parish Council at least once a quarter.
3. To gain and approve quotes for small works, on the allotments, community garden and eco allotment, works/maintenance no more than (£1,500.00).  If works are above this amount it must go to the Parish Council for approval.  (Not to include any up and coming works for the re-development of School Street allotment site until all works have been completed and signed off by the Parish Council.  The Parish Council could consider raising the amount of budget for the committee.
4. To oversee any works being carried out on the allotments, community garden and eco allotment. 
5. To approve spending for summer and winter flower displays.
6. To approve spending and organising the children’s Sunflower competition.
7. To approve spending and organising any competitions considered suitable regarding growing of produce. 
8. Any remaining budget cannot be carried forward/over to the following financial year.
9. If the Committee require further funds during the financial year to apply to the full Parish Council with a breakdown of what and why its required.
Resolved: Additions to the Terms of Reference were approved:


UPC 227 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Written reports received from District Cllrs Allan Garbutt and Jessica Carrington on issues they are dealing with.

Cllr Allan Garbutt:
1. Common Lane Road - Response from WMDC: Highway officer has issued some potholes for repair within 28 days (Last week)
The area is on the 24/25 resurfacing program, however there is no confirmed date for this at this time. 

2. Traffic issues on School Street – Allan Garbutt had a site meeting 8th February2024 with two Officers from Highways to consider possible road calming measures.  Proposals considered will be referred to the Parish Council.

Cllr Jessica Carrington – Items reported on following her second tour around Upton and North Elmsall with the Village Warden.
1. Pennine View – Moss has still not been removed from the footpath; - reported again to WMDC.
2. Pennine View – WDH need to remove left over equipment from Pennine View fence work – Reported to WDH.
3. Common Lane – District Cllr A Garbutt is dealing with this issue.
4. New Lane also requires resurfacing - reported to WMDC.
5. Footpath number 9 from Field Lane to Richmond Road low branches at head height need cutting back. Response from WMDC:  - Response from WMDC - A Street Scene Officer has investigated on my behalf, and he advises that the trees appear to be private trees adjacent to a Public Right of Way that Street Scene do not manage.  We have therefore requeued this enquiry to the Public Right of Way Team to comment further.
6. Land to the rear of The Little Florist – a house keeps building fires. See attached photograph – Checked who owns the land and unfortunately its WDH’s land so WMDC have no jurisdiction over this.
7. Land at Upton Country Park off Waggon Lane – Planning has been passed but the developer is dumping builders’ rubble over the land and road area – request Planning Enforcement do a site visit.
8. Sports Pavilion on Upton Country Park –more shipping containers added – check to see if a planning application has been submitted.

UPC 228 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr C Merrington had sourced a number of quotes to remove the Laurel trees on School Street allotment site and he has been advised to cut these down as soon as possible due to the nesting period for wild birds. 
Cllr B Mears asked if anything further had been heard about the planning application on Tom Wood Ash Lane regarding the containers, cars etc.  Cllr B Mears said it did look a little tidier.


UPC 229 To set a date for the Parish Councils Annual Parish Meeting – this is to be held between 1st March and the 1st June 2024 – see information provided.
 Resolved:  To hold the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 22nd April at 6.00pm


UPC 230 Request from the Joint Burial Board Committee to discuss non-attendance of Upton and North Elmsall Parish Councillors – to consider election of members to attend. 
Resolved: Cllrs S Pallett, S Hodson and C Merrington to attend further meetings.  Cllr S Pallett requested the Burial Committee use his personal email so this can be used to contact him.  He gave is permission for his personal email address to be used.


UPC 231 Update on UPC 94 (19th September 2023) Stage Curtains – Update – Alternative found.  To approve the purchase of back drops up to the awarded amount of £500.00 – see attached.
Resolved: Clerk to order up to the amount of £500.00 


UPC 232 Councillors’ items requested for this agenda:

a. Cllr L Taylor – Would the Parish Council consider donating a regular approved amount to Upton Food Bank which helps and supports our residents of Upton and North Elmsall.    All clients are referred via agencies such as Citizens Advice, Drs, Cash Wise etc.
Cllr L Taylor explained how she has met with Friends of the Community who run Upton Food Bank and explained how they raise their own funds to support the food bank and run a school uniform exchange and she felt the Parish Council should support the food bank as they have supported over a 1000 of our residents in the last 12 months.  Standing Orders were suspended to allow the Treasurer of Friends of the Community and a further resident who was a volunteer for CAB speak on the item.
Resolved:  Agreed to fund £500.00 per quarter until further notice to help feed residents of Upton and North Elmsall.  Dates of payments 1st April 2024, 1st July 2024, 1st October 2024, 1st January 2025 and each year until further notice. 

b. C Merrington – to organise a meeting for interested Cllrs to discuss the possibility of a training barn for Rose Estate playing field.
Resolved: Interested Cllrs to sort out a date and time and inform the Clerk.


UPC 233 To organise a meeting date for volunteer Cllrs wishing to work on a Neighbourhood Plan/Village Plan.
[bookmark: _Hlk138252508]The Chairman informed the Council he has organised for NPS Group to have an informal chat with the Council about what is required to producing a neighbourhood plan and possible costs to the Parish Council.


UPC 234 Plaques for the Memorial Garden – would the Parish Council consider as a good will gesture standing the extra costs for residents who have been waiting for over 18 months for plaques, they were £5.00 now £15.00. Approximately 9.
Resolved:  Agreed to cover the extra costs of the new plaques. 

UPC 235 To approve Clerks expenses of £247.50 - see attached.
Clerk explained as how the expenses have occurred.
Resolved:  Agreed to reimburse the Clerk £247.50


UPC 236 To approve costs for Elite Summer Camps for the school summer holidays – 4 weeks for 4 days with 4 coaches is £6,400.00. 
Resolved:  Costs approved and to thank Upton Rugby Club for facilitating this event again this year.


[bookmark: _Hlk68012665]UPC 237 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st January 2024 to the 31st January 2024.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  
No issues were raised.  
Resolved:  Receipts and payments were approved.


UPC 238 Planning Matters
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
[bookmark: _Hlk140657722]24/00125/FUL., Ridgewood Waggon Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1JS. Single storey extension to rear, rendering of existing side walls, fence to front and side boundaries and new vehicular access and drive.

APPROVED PLANNING – 
23/00551/FUL Erection of single storey annexe in rear garden, 1 Hill Estate, Upton
23/02221/FUL, 2 Tower Avenue Upton Pontefract.  Proposed single storey extensions to front side and rear, proposed roof lift with loft conversion. Application of render and cladding.
 Resolved:  No issues raised.


UPC 239 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
[bookmark: _Hlk130389310][bookmark: _Hlk138254999][bookmark: _Hlk140658038]Facebook:
Bookings for the Village Hall, children’s parties etc.

Emails from Residents:
Bookings for the Village Hall.
Enquiries about allotments.
Dog bin reported missing between Ruby Lane and Rose Avenue -reported to WMDC
Issues with Bullcarr Mires and Green Lane – reported to WMDC

Written Correspondence:  Letter received from a resident regarding fencing at Rose Estate playing field – Cllr S Pallett will look in to the issue.


UPC 240 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved.


UPC 241 Approve costs for 4 taps fitting on Harewood Lane allotments.
Resolved:  Taps not approved.


UPC 242 To approve extra costs received for clearing the site prior to bays being built on Harewood Lane allotment site.
Resolved: Extra costs of £1,150.00 was approved from Cudworth Fencing Ltd.  


UPC 243 To discuss information received from WMDC regarding leasing land on Harewood Lane and approve any actions/costs thereafter.
Resolved: To reject the offer from WMDC due to the extreme costs.  It would be too expensive for the Parish to pay for the lease being drawn up, the works to be carried out to convert the area for car parking, planning application and associated costs for change of use and then to pay £5,000.00 per year on top to lease the land. 

As Cllr C Merrington had sourced other quotes following the Allotment and Community Garden Committee meeting 12th February 2024 for the removal of the Laurel trees on School Street allotment site (ref: ACC 67), it was approved by the full Parish Council to add an extra item in Private Business.


UPC 234 To approve one of the quotes received to remove the Laurel trees on School Street allotment site with regards to information passed on to Cllr C Merrington (ref UPC 228).
Resolved:  Quote for £5,000.00 was approved from LGS Tree Surgeon.  Cllr C Merrington to arrange this work to be carried out as soon as possible.


As there were no further items to be discussed the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm and thanked everyone for their attendance and input.  



Signed ________________________________________________
Chairman 



Date ___________________________________________________
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