MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
20th FEBUARY  2023

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  Three members of the public attended and District Cllr R Massey were in attendance.  

The Chairman asked if there were any questions from the public, one member of the public wished to speak:

The member of public requested it noted she was against item any charges relating to item 16 on the agenda for the Community Garden.

As there were no other issues raised the Chairman carried on with the Parish Council meeting.


[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		P Costello – Chairman
K Davison – Vice-chairman
A Miles 
B Mears 
				C Merrington
E Griffin 
S Pallett
R Pinkerton
S McCabe
S Spencer

UPC 222 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillors, S Wooldridge, P Kitching, I Bell and J Greaves. District Cllrs A Garbutt, J Carrington also gave apologies as they were both attending meetings in Wakefield. 
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted.  


UPC 223 To receive and consider for approval, any reasons given for non-attendance.
Resolved:  Reasons for absence were approved


UPC 224 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
224.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
224.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: No applications for dispensations had been received.
 

UPC 225 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 16th January 2023. 
No were raised regarding the minutes from the meeting; a vote was taken to approve the minutes as a true record.
 Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting 16th January 2023 were approved as a true record.


UPC 226 To approve report from the Finance Working Party meeting 16th January 2023.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 5.30pm.

Cllrs attending		P Costello - Chairman
A Miles
				C Merrington
				R Pinkerton
S Pallett 
S Spencer

Item 1 To receive apologies for absence
Resolved: Cllrs P Kitching, K Davison, S McCabe, S Wooldridge, I Bell

Item 2 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations  
2.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest
2.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
Resolved:  None received

Item 3 To discuss and make recommendations to the Parish Council on the precept demand for the financial year 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024
Resolved:  Due to losses of properties from Minsthorpe and Wentbridge due to the boundary changes it was agreed to recommend to the Parish Council request a precept demand of £212,050.00 and to use the Parish Councils reserves of £36,320.00 to make up the deficit on previous years precept.  This will show a 0% increase in bands A to H

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 5.55pm and thanked everyone for attending.
No issues were raised
Resolved:  The report was approved as a true record.


UPC 227 To approve the minutes from the Employment and Staffing Committee January 24th 2023.
Cllr S McCabe requested an update to be minuted, the Clerk apologised via email for her mistake the day after to Cllr S McCabe and Cllr P Kitching as she had mistakenly forgot about the addition of these two Cllrs to the Employment and Staffing Committee.
A proper and seconder was received, and the Chairman request a vote via a show of hands to approve the minutes as a true record.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Employment and Staffing Committee 24th January were approved as a true record.


UPC 228 To approve a date to hold the Annual Parish Meeting – this must be held between 1st March 2023 and 1st June 2023.
Resolved:  Monday 24th April 2023 was approved as the date to hold the Annual Parish meeting.



UPC 229 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
District Cllr R Massey gave the following update:
· Land opposite the Village Hall and the request from the Parish Council to WMDC to either purchase or lease this area of land.  District Cllr R Massey suggested this could be asset transferred from WMDC.
· The state of post holes on Common Road has been reported again.
· The ongoing issues with the carpark near Upton Primary School
· Informed the Council there was £97k of funding still available through the Capital Grant Award from WMDC.


UPC 230 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
· Cllr K Davison spoke on the following issues:
Added stage curtains, new stage lighting, new sound system and to consider the removal of the wall between the kitchen area and the old Council Chamber as the kitchen isn’t fit for purpose.  Also, about purchasing notice boards so community notices and events could be displayed.  It was suggested for these items to be placed on the next agenda for further discussion.
· Cllr A Miles raised the issue of why Cllrs are still receiving hardcopy agenda packs.  Clerk said only half of the Councillors have taken their new tablets.  Clerk will email Cllrs to ask what their personal preference is to receive their future agenda packs via email or hardcopy.
· Cllr B Mears said he felt the new van which has been purchased is an asset to the Parish Council as he has already been receiving some good comments about the purchase.
· Cllr S Pallett reported he had been working with the Village Warden regarding the removal of sever flytippiong on Green Lane and Walton Wood.
· Cllr S Spencer said the Upton and North Elmsall History Group is struggling with the WI-FI signal in the book exchange.  Clerk says she will look into this.
· Cllr C Merrington spoke on DBS Checks for Parish Councillors regarding the Community Garden as children from Upton Primary School will be visiting the garden.


UPC 240 To approve costs for Elite Children’s Coaching Summer Camps at Upton Rugby Club – Cost is to provide 4 coaches for 4 weeks, 4 day each week (Monday – (Thursday 10.00am – 3.00pm) total cost £6400.00.
The Clerk informed the Council Upton Rugby Club would be happy to facilitate this event same as the previous years.
Resolved:   Costs for the Summer Camps provided by Elite were approved.


UPC 241 To elect two new representatives for the Joint Burial Board
Resolved:  Cllr S Pallett to be elected 


UPC 242 For the Parish Council to approve Ian Land of Levison Solicitors to carry out legal work on behalf of the Joint Burial Board.
Resolved:  Agreed to approve Ian Lane of Levison Solicitors to carry out work on behalf of the Joint Burial Board.


UPC 243 To approve the following be kept on the Community Gardens on Harewood Lane and School Street
Risk Assessment 
Community Garden Rules
Signing in and out book
Accident Book
Resolved: This action was approved.


UPC 244 To approve changes made to the Parish Councils Community Gardens draft risk assessment by Cllr P Costello and C Merrington - see attached amendments.
No amendments were made to the draft Risk Assessment.
Resolved:  The draft Risk Assessment was approved.


UPC 245 To approve changes made to the Parish Councils Community Gardens draft rules by Cllr P Costello and C Merrington - see attached amendments.
No amendments were made to the draft rules.
Resolved:  The draft Community Garden rules was approved


UPC 246 Community Garden - For consideration/approval.  Now the Parish Councils Community Garden (School Street) is almost competed, to allow free use of raised beds for not-for-profit community groups from Upton and North Elmsall. Any remaining beds to allow members of the public to use with a small charge. 
This was discussed at length
Resolved: To allow the Allotment and Community Garden Committee to make recommendations to the Parish Council on what happens with the raised beds.


UPC 247 To approve request to store the equipment for the newly formed litter-picking/environmental group in the Parish Councils metal container on School Street Community Garden free of charge. 
Resolved:  Actions approved.


UPC 248 To arrange a date and time for Parish Councillors to meet following the meeting with Sutcliffe Play and Cllrs S Pallett and I Bell regarding Rose Estate playground upgrade.
It was suggested to hold the meeting on Monday 27th February and for Parish Council to view Sutcliffe Play’s website or go through their catalogue for ideas of what equipment they prefer prior to the meeting. 
Resolved:  To meet Monday 27th February at 6.00pm.  


UPC 249 Councillors’ items requested for the agenda:
Cllr P Kitching – Friends of the Community, would the Parish Council allow the Village Warden to pick up free food from Fair Share to be given to residents of Upton and North Elmsall if they don’t have a driver available.
As Cllr P Kitching was unable to attend the meeting this item will be placed on the agenda for the Parish Councils meeting.  Cllr B Mears said he currently has two vans and would be happy to help pick food up for Friends of the Community.


UPC 250 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st January to 31st January 2023.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices prior to signing cheques.
Items for PHS were discussed as this was showing as a payment them a cancellation.  Following this the Chairman asked for a proposer and seconder then a show of hands to approve. 
Resolved:  Payments, statements and reports were approved.


UPC 251 To approve costs for Rialtas accounts package for the allotments and the allotment officer to be trained how to use the system.
Following discussions on this issue a proposal was received to approve the purchase of Rialtas Allotment Management software which will total £825.00 and after the first year approve the annual cost of £175.00 per annum.  This received a seconder and a vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved:  To purchase software and training package of £835.00 and yearly support package of £175.00 per annum.


UPC 252 To approve mileage payment of £86.60 for Cllr C Merrington – Cllrs can view the mileage record at the Village Hall prior to the meeting.
Resolved:  Payment approved.


UPC 253 Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED – None received

APPROVED PLANNING - 
22/01925/FUL, Vacuna, North Road, Wentbridge, WF8 3JJ
Installation of a control kiosk to serve upgraded surface water pumping station. 


UPC 254 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: please note some of the content of the correspondence can be discussed is private business due to GDPR
Facebook:
· Hi, who do I contact from the council about the illegal motor bikes and quads driving on the roads?  - Clerk passed on the information of who to contact.
· The access into the Barratt Estate from the footpath on the A638 requires urgent attention. The wooden style should be rebuilt. People are riding bicycles down the side of the steps, straight out onto Orchid Crest , often into the path of cars travelling along Orchid Crest. It will or could end up with fatalities. - this is still an ongoing issue with the resident and WMDC 

Emails
· I don't know if am send email to right people but I would like to say thank you to the two village wardens for education my boy who is 5 when they was out litter pick near school on Thursday  my son has got I thing for environment at the minute and he was very interested in what they were doing. I've asked them to let me know when there be litter pick groups on so we can get involved I think the kids should get involved in these things as much as possible it’s just great to see people who really care for our community.
Can you tell me if these village wardens can be advertised more as I was not aware of these and am sure the rest of our community would love to know that we got two around to talk to about any problems ect as we all know it's getting hard for people out there and it be great for people to go to friendly faces and get help.


· I am writing to complain about the public footpath being gated off and permanently locked near the “Old Road” near Sheep Walk Lane, Upton.  The gates are heavily chained.  They should not be in situ. In addition to this, I managed to sidestep through a small gap where the gate ended, and a small fence is in situ.  The next day I could not do this.  The owner has put a metal bar across to prevent walkers from passing through.  I would appreciate it along with many other local residents, if the metal gate was removed.
With Thanks – The Village Warden photographed it and the Clerk contacted WMDC, District Cllrs and Footpaths Officer at WMDC.

Telephone 
Flytipping off Tom Wood Ash Lane – The Village Warden photographed this, and the Clerk reported it to WMDC. 
[image: ]
Visits to the Office – 
Flytipping on Green Lane and Walton Wood – Clerk liaised with the persons who had reported the flytipping, WMDC and the Village Warden regarding its removal.


UPC 256 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 


UPC 257 To approve costs to start legal proceeding to remove a stationary vehicle on School Street Allotment site and to instruct WMDC Legal Service to Serve Notice to Quit and issue Legal Proceedings for possession.
Resolved:  All costs were approved.


UPC 258 To consider a yearly maintenance programme for the Village Hall roof received from the contractor who has recently repaired the roof – see attached.
Resolved:  To source further quotes.


Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.55pm




Signed Chairman      _____________________________________________


Date: ____________________________________
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