DRAFT MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD
21st February 2022

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr P Kitching opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  District Cllr R Massey and 16 members of the public.  The Chairman asked if any members of the public would like to raise any issues relating to the agenda items.

A public session was requested.  Issues raised. 
The ‘old recreation ground on Waggon Lane’
Names and addresses on the Parish Councils website.
Advertising of the Agenda for Parish Council meetings.

As no further issues were raised the Chairman proceed with the Parish Council meeting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk12370068]Cllrs attended		P Kitching - Chairman
				I Bell 
				P Costello
				K Davison 
				E Griffin 
				S McCabe
				C Merrington
A Miles 
S Pallett
S Spencer
D Welsh

UPC 221 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillor B Mears, District Cllrs A Garbutt, J Carrington.
Resolved: Apologies were approved and noted. 


UPC 222 Declarations of Interests and Dispensations.  
222.1 To receive declarations of interest not already declared under the Parish Councils code of conduct or members Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
222.2 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
[bookmark: _Hlk73604806]Resolved: Cllr D Welsh declared an interest in item 11 on the agenda as he is a member of Upton Rugby Club Committee. T0 discuss/approve the request for £14,000.00 Grant funding to match fund costs for flood lighting for Upton Rugby Club – copies of the request have previously been posted but if you require a further copy, (preferably by email) please contact the Clerk
 

UPC 223 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting Monday 17th January 2022.
[bookmark: _Hlk97812905]Cllr P Costello stated Cllr P Kitching is down as attending and giving apologies.  UPC 185 Cllr S Spencer is down as a Member of Upton and North Elmsall Parish Council this should be History Group.  UPC 190 it was Cllr S Pallett who originally mentioned the state of litter at Upton Post Office.  UPC 199, to add on, this was refused by Cllrs it was unanimous we refused your offer to pay back the difference.
A proposal was received to approve the minutes as a true record, and this was seconded.  A vote was taken via a show of hands.
Resolved:  The minutes from Monday 17th January 2022 were approved as a true record with the amendments requested.


UPC 224 To approve minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee held Wednesday 19th January 2022. 
Cllr P Costello started to raise issues regarding the minutes from this meeting.  The Clerk requested these be discussed in private business and approved in private business.  Cllr P Costello said she was happy do this.
Resolved:  These minutes were moved into Private Business for discussion and approval.


UPC 225 To approve minutes from the Extra Ordinary meeting Monday 1st February 2022.
Cllr P Costello UPC 212 and 214 were retracted from the agenda.  Cllr A Miles spoke about UPC 208 about his proposal.  He wasn’t against the pump park but the location.  Further discussed between Cllrs carried on.
Resolved:  The minutes from the extra ordinary meeting Monday 1st February 2022 were approved as a true record with the amendments requested.


UPC 226 To approve minutes from the Employment/Staffing Committee 2nd February 2022.
Cllr P Costello to add Cllr P Kitching was attending as ex-officio and line manager. Minute ESC 40 didn’t make sense as it is written.  Cllr S Spencer suggested these too also go into private business.  Chainman asked if Council was happy for this action.
Resolved:  The minutes to be discussed further for approved in Private Business.


UPC 227 To approve Minutes from Extra Ordinary meeting Thursday 10th February 2022.
Cllr P Costello UPC 220 and said she would like to put her comments on this and to go into Private Business.
Resolved:  The minutes to be discussed further for approval in Private Business


UPC 228 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors - Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
District Cllr Jessica Carrington sent in the following information she had been working on with the Village Warden:
Original case subject: Road Markings, Common Lane, Upton
Original case details: Please could the road markings from Common Lane to Tom Wood Ash Road Upton be repainted
A new note has been added.
Note title: Service outcome entered
Note details: Highway Officer has been out and attended the location reported. He was issued multiple relining jobs to the contractor. This work should be completed within the next 3 months.

The locations are :
Cycle lane x2 on Waggon Lane 
Centre line / Chevron outside public house on Wrangbrook Lane
School Keep Clear x3 outside Upton primary School
Centre Line / Chevron outside house no 5 on Wagon Lane
Speed table markings outside house no 5
Intermittent white line outside 21-39 Tom Wood Ash Lane
Speed table markings outside house no 49
Centre line outside house no 49 Askham Grove
Centre line Tom Wood Ash Lane
Give way marking outside house no 2

Cllr S Pallett requested a letter to be sent to WMDC regarding District Cllrs A Garbutt and J Carrington that they show no interest in this Village.  Clerk asked if all Cllrs were happy with this.  Cllr P Kitching abstained.

District Cllr R Massey has met with the new Police Sargent and requested a walk around the Village with him and the Village Warden.  Cllr S McCabe asked various questions regarding the PCSO and the expectations of the Police.


UPC 229 To receive verbal or written reports from Parish Councillors – Please note this is for information only and not to approve costs or actions.
Cllr P Costello will be making arrangements with the Allotment Officer and Village Warden regarding putting forward a plan for a community garden.

Cllr D Welsh left the meeting room prior to any discussions

UPC 230 Following the request for a Grant for Match Funding to provide flood lighting (Parish Council meeting 20th September 2021). To receive a report in keeping with the Parish Councils Grant Policy Cllrs P Kitching and S Spencer met with members of Upton Rugby Club to ask questions regarding the application for grant funding:  no questions were received from Parish Councillors following the email sent to Parish Councillors 25th October 2021. 
Cllr S Spencer and P Kitching spoke on the report which has been forwarded to Cllrs in with the agenda packs.  


UPC 231 To discuss/approve the request for £14,000.00 Grant funding to match fund costs for flood lighting for Upton Rugby Club – copies of the request have previously been posted but if you require a further copy, (preferably by email) please contact the Clerk
Resolved:  Following the last item the donation request was approved for £14,000.00 for Upton Rugby Club for floodlighting. (Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19) 

Cllr D Welsh returned to the meeting room once all discussions had ended
UPC 232 To agree a date to hold Upton Parish Councils Annual Parish Meeting. Dates to hold this are between March 1st and June 1st, 2022.
Clerk explained she had contacted WMDC legal department for clarity regarding the information which has now been brought to light about the grouping order of 1949 of Upton Parish Council and North Elmsall Parish Council the yearly Parish Meeting (not Parish Council meetings) should be held separately.
Resolved:  Date agreed to hold Upton Parish Councils Annual Meeting Monday 4th April 2022 


UPC 233 To agree a date to hold North Elmsall Parish Councils Annual Parish Meeting. Dates to hold this are between March 1st and Just 1st 2022.
Resolved:  Date agreed to hold North Elmsall Parish Councils Annual Meeting Monday 11th April 2022


UPC 234 Councils that have adopted the NALC Model Standing Orders 2018 are informed that the procurement thresholds set out in SO18 have been updated recently.  The revised figures are given below.  Where a council has adopted this policy, the Clerk can make the necessary amendments in the policy, report this to the council and circulate a copy of the revised document to all members: 
 
18. f A public contract regulated by the Public Contracts Regulations 2015 with an estimated value in excess of £213,4771 for a public service or supply contract or in excess of £5,336,9372 for a public works contract; or £663,5403 for a social and other specific services contract (or other thresholds determined by the European Commission every two years and published in the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU)) shall comply with the relevant procurement procedures and other requirements in the Public Contracts Regulations 2015 which include advertising the contract opportunity on the Contracts Finder website and in OJEU. 

18. g A public contract in connection with the supply of gas, heat, electricity, drinking water, transport services, or postal services to the public; or the provision of a port or airport; or the exploration for or extraction of gas, oil or solid fuel with an estimated value in excess of £426,9554 for a supply, services or design contract; or in excess of £5,336,937 for a works contract; or £663,540 for a social and other specific services contract (or other thresholds determined by the European Commission every two years and published in OJEU) shall comply with the relevant procurement procedures and other requirements in the Utilities Contracts Regulations 2016.
Resolved:  Agreed to amend the Parish Councils Standing Orders with this new update


UPC 235 To appoint a representative to the Burial Board to replace Cllr L Pallett -just to note Cllr P Costello is currently acting for Cllr L Pallett in a stand-in position.
Resolved:  Cllr E Griffin was nominated and approved.


UPC 236 From the Parish Council meeting 17th January 2022 - To discuss events for the Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations – Cllr L Dale
Cllrs spoke of different events which could be organised.  Clerk suggested a few Cllrs meet to discuss this further to look at what can be arranged.  Cllrs K Davison, S McCabe and C Merrington volunteered to help Cllr L Dale.  
Resolved:  A meeting was agreed for the Cllrs to meet on Wednesday 23rd February 2022 at 5.00pm.


UPC 237 To receive and approve costs for Elite Coaching play scheme for July-Aug School Summer holidays - 4 weeks for 4 days with 4 coaches supporting 60 children ever day would cost, £1520.00 per week x 4 weeks total £6080.00 – Checked with Upton Rugby Club they are happy to provide the venue as always for free.
Resolved:  Costs were approved, Clerk to contact Elite and Rugby Club to arrange


UPC 238 Parish Councillors new agenda items to consider/approve actions/costs: 

a. To review the health report provided by Mr Chris Geeson BA CPFA FSLCC dated July 2019 and make recommendations to Council – Cllr P Costello.
Various suggestions were made as to what and how to carry out a review of the Parish Councils current policies
Resolved:  To revisit this issue regarding Parish Councils current policies once the ongoing boundary review has been completed.

b. To review/amend the Parish Councils Village Hall Booking Form – Cllr P Costello
Cllr P Costello explained why this issue had been raised regarding issues with a recent booking.  To include the Parish Councils bank details, 15 minutes only before and after the booking time stipulated.  To remove the Council Chamber to hire.  To check the Children’s Act.  To remove signing into the building. The need for the piano was raised and it was suggested this be put on Facebook Market Place to see if it can be sold.
Resolved:   The amendments to the current booking form were approved.  Clerk to make amendments and place the piano on Facebook Market Place.

c. To approve costs for Parish Councillors to receive the Councils Direct Magazine – Cllr P Costello – costs have been included £12.00 per year.
Resolved:  Any Parish Councillor wishing to receive this magazine to email the Clerk 

d. [bookmark: _Hlk97823409]To review the stable rent with consideration to increase rental costs – Cllr K Davison.
Various suggestions were put forward.  Clerk informed the Council the current charge is £8.00 per week
Resolved:  To provide further information on income and expenditure on stables for the next Parish Council meeting.

e. To put in place a formal documented action plan so that decisions taken at Parish Council meetings are implemented – Cllr A Miles.
Resolved:  Any agenda item which Parish Councillors have placed on the agenda for discussion can email any member of staff for an update and this to be sent to all Parish Councillors.
f. Rose Estate Park Play Area upgrade report supplied by Cllr I Bell
Resolved:  Cllr I Bell to work with members of staff to source quotes for works and to bring back to the Parish Council once quotes have been received

Cllr S Wooldridge left the meeting at this point.
UPC 239 Draft Terms of Reference for the Employment/Staffing Committee received from YLCA to accept/make amendments as requested by the Employment/Staffing Committee.
Cllr A Miles and P Kitching raised issues regarding the content of the draft terms of reference received from YLCA.  Cllr P Costello said she had been working on completing a new draft Terms of Refence from information received from the Clerk and YLCA
Resolved:  Cllr P Costello to forward on to the Clerk her draft proposal to allow the Clerk to send out to all Parish Councillors to allow all Council members to view the document and bring back to the Parish Council.


UPC 240 Parish Council to decide on what it wishes to do with the cycle which has not been claimed
Resolved:  To donate the cycle to Lee at Reverse the Cycle. 


UPC 241 To approve costs for members of staff to do COSHH training – approx. £25.00 each - to allow for cover for cleaner and access to the cleaning cupboard.
Resolved: Cost approved for all members of staff.


UPC 242 To receive the report from the Parish Councils Internal Auditor.
Resolved:  The report was noted.


UPC 243 Part of Village Wardens duties is to make suggestion/recommendations to the Parish Council, for the Parish Council to consider/approve recommendations/suggestions/costs from the Village Warden:
Recommendations/suggestions
· Request to buy garden trolley was passed on 17/01/2022 there is a price rise of approximately £10.00.
Resolved:  To approve the purchase of the trolley 

· To hire medium skip into clear build-up of rubbish both inside and out of the Village Hall and the container outside
Resolved:  Costs approved for a large skip for the Village Hall.

· As warmer weather is approaching, I have a number of jobs to carry out where I need to buy material and equipment.  At the moment only place I can use on an account is build base, I feel some of the supplies from Build Base are expensive. would the Parish Council consider allowing the Clerk to purchase items from Wicks as I get a discount with them?
Resolved:  Village Warden to be allowed to purchase goods and the Clerk to make enquiries to Wicks about setting an account up for the Parish Council.

· This is a list of equipment I will be requiring:  weed killer, strimmer wire, sand, cement, fuel for equipment, tubing for allotments gates, moss killer, lawn mower, light bulbs for village hall, starter motors for village hall strip lighting, post mix for 4 posts in eco allotment for green house.  Will the Parish Council require prices prior to purchase, or would the Parish Council consider a sundry allowance to allow me as the Village Warden to complete jobs/tasks?
Resolved:  The Village Warden to source quotes for a petrol lawn mower.

Chairman moved Standing Orders to allow business to be completed.

UPC 244 To approve receipts, payments, monthly financial reports and bank reconciliations from 1st January 2022 to 31st January 2021.  Please note: monthly reports have been sent to Parish Councillors.  Nominated signees have verified all invoices before signing cheques.
Clerk explained about a payment from the accounts which is being questioned with Barclays. The card for the account has been stopped 
 Resolved:  No issues were raised.
  
  
[bookmark: _Hlk68012839]UPC 245  Planning matters:  - see attached list
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
22/00135/CPE Treetops, Waggon Lane, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1JS. Lawful development certificate for conversion of previously approved loft playroom to bedroom and bathroom.
22/00197/FUL, 21 Harewood Lane, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1HY Single storey extension to rear.	
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
1/02506/FUL, Lynton, Field Lane, Upton, Pontefract, WF9 1DD. Two storey side and single storey rear extension
21/01761/FUL, Fir Tree Farm House, North Elmsall, Pontefract, WF9 2DZ
Front elevation two storey extension including balcony 
21/02884/FUL Upton Methodist Church, High Street, Upton, Pontefract
WF9 1HQ Extension of existing building to provide new entrance, new hall, toilets and kitchen Application Approved
18/02037/NMC02 Ash Grove House, Ash Grove, South Elmsall, Pontefract, WF9 2TF Exemplar Healthcare Ltd. Nonmaterial amendment to approved planning application 18/02037/FUL dated 17 May 2019 (for the Erection of 30 bed care home and 4no extra care units (C2) with ancillary parking) to remove the reference to '4no. extra care units (C2)' and change the description 


UPC 246 New Correspondence received and to decide actions/costs where necessary: 
· Letter from the Parish Council’s insurers re-valuing the Parish Councils assets.
	Resolved:  To look at getting quotes to re-value the Parish Councils assets 
· To discuss the rise in cost of Citizen’s Advice and to decide/approve payment for the service – see attached letter.
	Resolved:  To cancel this service due to the increased costs.

UPC 247 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting. 
Resolved:  Approved


UPC 248 Chairman asked if the Parish Council could address a situation which is escalating on one of the stable blocks.  No Councillor had any issue with this request.
 Resolved:  The Allotment, Stable, Grazing Officer to write to stable holders to state there is no transferring of keys, 


UPC 249 To receive recommendations from the Employment/Staffing Committee following interviews for the position of cleaner with the view of employing the successful candidate.
Cllr P Costello spoke on this issue.
Resolved:  To offer the position to Mrs Julie Hale for 10 hours per week and to start as soon as possible.

Cllr Liam Dale left the meeting at this point.

The minutes from the Employment and Staffing Committee meetings now discussed.  The Clerk explained she had used the wording she did due to the response received from YLCA and she didn’t want to incriminate anyone in the minutes.  The Clerk handed out a copy of the response from YLCA.  No further issues were raised.


UPC 250 To clarify any/all actions, who is to implement the actions regarding UPC 220, discuss the written proposal put forward by the Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer to split the role into two positions on a strict no detriment basis recommended by Chris Geeson BA CPFA FSLCC, Local Council Consultant in July 2019, in recommendation number 41 in the Health Check report.
The Clerk left the Chairman a letter to be handed out to all Parish Councillors regarding some comments which had been made at the last Parish Council meeting.
Resolved:  It was agreed to wait until the release of the boundary review on the 4th March 2022 as the Clerk had previously stated in the meeting she would be happy to wait until then so as not to put pressure on the Council, as outcome of the boundary review could change the whole situation.  

As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 10.15pm

Signed Chairman _________________________________________


Date: ________________________________
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