
 MINUTES OF UPTON AND NORTH ELMSALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

19th FEBRUARY 2018 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.30pm.  17 members of the public and District Councillors Jessica Carrington, Martyn Ward and Allan Garbutt were in attendance.
The Chairman asked if anyone wanted to raise any issues in public session.  A public session was requested;
Mrs Sheila Hollings, Mrs Jane Able and Mr Colin Mears raised issues regarding the Upton Community Library and Development Learning Centre.

As no-one else wished to speak the Chairman closed the public session 6.38
Cllrs attending

B Mears - Chairman

P Oxby – Vice-chairman 

A Davies
A Miles
B Tallon 
P Costello
C Hobson
L Pallett
N Goodall
P Kitching

P Mears

R Johnson 
S Pallett
S Scott
UPC 240 To approve apologies for absence 
Resolved: No apologies were received


 
UPC 241 To receive disclosures by Members, of Interests in matters on the agenda
Cllr C Hobson declared an interest other than Discloseable Pecuniary in item 17 on the agenda.  A copy of the member’s declaration of interest form was sent out with the agenda pack 
Resolved:  The Parish Councillor’s interest was noted
UPC 242 To approve Applications for Dispensations 
Resolved:   No new requests for dispensations had been received prior or at the meeting. 
UPC 243 Proposal put forward by 9 Parish Councillors to remove previously granted dispensations and for Parish Councillors to declare interests as per the Parish Councils Standing Orders section 13  - Code of Conduct and Dispensations, and section 3(t)
The chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to accept proposal put forward. A vote to accept the proposal with a show of hands was requested by the Chairman
Resolved:  Proposal was approved
UPC 244 To approve minutes from the Parish Council meeting 15th January 2018 – see attached
Cllr P Costello abstained as she wasn’t present at this meeting.  The Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to accept the minutes as true record.  A vote by a show of hands was requested by the Chairman.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council meeting held 15th January 2018 having been previously circulated were approved as a true record and the Chairman proceeded to sign the minutes.
UPC 245 To approve minutes from the extra ordinary Parish Council meeting 22nd January 2018

Cllr P Costello abstained as she wasn’t present at this meeting.  The Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to accept the minutes as true record.  A vote by a show of hands was requested by the Chairman.
Resolved:  The minutes from the Parish Council extra ordinary meeting 22nd January2018 having been previously circulated were approved as a true record and the Chairman proceeded to sign the minutes.
UPC 246 To receive report from the Finance Working Party meeting 12th February 2018 – see attached

The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.00pm 

Placed on the table for the meeting were all bank statements, VAT information, staff salary information, time sheets, invoices, paying in book, cheque book and receipt book

Cllrs attending


B Mears – Chairman

A Miles

C Hobson 

N Goodall 

P Mears

P Oxby

R Johnson

S Pallett

L Pickin

S Scott

L Pallett

Item 1 To receive apologies for absence

Resolved:  Cllr P Costello

Item 2 To check the Parish Councils accounts as per the Terms of Reference
All information relating to the Parish Councils accounts were available for viewing.  No issues were raised. 

Item 3 To consider the Parish Council open an additional current bank account to allow incoming payments only to be made to the Parish Council – allotment, grazing, stable 
rent, Village Hall hire etc or to allow details of the Parish Councils current account to be used
Resolved:  To recommend a new community account be opened to allow payments in to the account only.  Monies to then be transferred into the Parish Councils current account
Item 4 To recommend the Parish Councils precept demand for the financial year 1st April 2018 to 31st March 2019 – information will be posted to Parish Councillors prior to the meeting
Resolved:  To recommend to the Parish Council the amount of £248.670.00 to set for its precept.  This will show no increase in payments for its parishioners

Item 5 Check Clerks incurred expenses - to recommend payment to the Parish Council

Clerk didn’t present these for this meeting due to lack of time 

Chairman closed the meeting at 6.20pm and thanked everyone for attending

Resolved:  The report was noted and no issues were raised
UPC 247 To receive verbal or written reports from Wakefield District Councillors 

District Cllr A Garbutt reported on issues of flooding with the river Skell which is being investigated

Cllr B Tallon asked if more 30 mile an hour signs placed throughout Upton and North Elmsall could be looked at, also issues with parking. District Cllr M Ward asked if Cllr B Tallon could forward his concerns to either himself or the Clerk.  These could be sent to the appropriate WMDC departments

The Chairman thanked the District Councillors for their reports
UPC 248 To receive verbal reports from Parish Councillors - to report only - for information only and not to approve costs/actions  
Cllr C Hobson gave a report on the latest meeting of the Parish Development Working Party meeting stating events and dates for this years programme
UPC 249 To receive reports from the Police Representative
No representative was available
UPC 250 To have Parish Councillors interests put onto the parish council website as a matter of urgency as this is a legal requirement – Cllr A Miles

The Clerk informed the meeting this action has now been completed
UPC 251 To approve precept demand for the financial year 1st April 2018 to 31st March 2019 – see attached report

The Chairman proposed to accept the recommendations of the Finance Working Party to have the precept demand set at £248,670.00 which means no rise in the precept demand for this financial year.  The chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to accept the proposal put forward. The Chairman request a vote to accept the proposal with a show of hands.
Resolved:  To agree to the precept demand of £248,670.00 for the next finance year
UPC 252 To agree a date to hold the Statutory Annual Parish Meeting.  This is to be held between 1st March 2017 and the 1st June 2017

30th April 2018 was a suggested date put forward for consideration.  As no alternatives were given the Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to accept the date of the 30th April 2018 for the Statutory Annual Parish Meeting. A vote to accept the proposal with a show of hands was requested by the Chairman
Resolved:  The date for the Annual Parish Meeting is set for the 30th April 2018 at 6.30pm
UPC 253 Two proposals received from the Parish Development Working Party for approval:

· The Parish Councils current Joint Working Agreement with UNEF (current third party book-lending provider) expires on the 20th March 2018, to accept the proposal received from the Parish Development Working Party for the Parish Council to run its own voluntary book-lending service from within the Village Hall, with an estimated saving of at least £30,000.00 to £33,000.00 in its first year compared to recent costs of £40,000.00  per annum - please see written report supporting this action - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter

· To propose to allow the Chairman and Clerk to compose any response/articles which may be required - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter

The Chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to approve the two proposals presented to the Parish Council.  An amendment was proposed to not save any money what so ever; Cllr C Hobson requested it minuting that Cllr S Pallett and Cllr A Miles didn’t want to save the residents any money.  The amendment was seconded.  Cllr C Hobson requested a name vote. 
The Chairman requested a vote by a show of hands for the amendment.  Cllrs for the amendment, S Pallett, A Miles, B Tallon, L Pallett and P Costello.  For the proposals, Cllrs B Mears, N Goodall, R Johnson, P Oxby, P Kitching, A Davies, S Scott, P Mears and C Hobson.
Resolved:  The two proposals were approved

Cllr P Costello made her apologies as she had to leave the meeting at 7.03pm

UPC 254 Information received from WMDC regarding leasing of land – Please note this is not to asset transfer as originally requested - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter – see attached
Part of the information received from WMDC regarding the piece of waste land between 23 and 25 Harewood Lane states:

The council would consider offering a 5 year Full Repairing and Insuring lease term for the land. We would also require some form of document explaining how you wish to change the land so it is useable for car parking and what costs are involved with this change of use.  We would have to charge a market rent for the car park. You will have to consult with the Planning Department to get a change of use as a car park and you will also have to consult with Yorkshire Water and The Highways Department. 
The Clerk informed the Parish Council further correspondence with WMDC states the cost per year for to the Parish Council would be £1,500.00 per year and also the costs to make the land fit for car park use,
The Chairman proposed this be left in abeyance due to costs and that only a five year lease has been offered by WMDC.  The chairman requested a proposer and a seconder to accept the proposal put forward.  A vote to accept the proposal with a show of hands was requested by the Chairman.
Resolved:  Proposal approved, to leave this in abeyance
UPC 255 Hanging Baskets for the forth coming year 2018 – report from the informal meeting held with First Impressions with Cllrs B Mears, C Hobson, L Pallett, P Costello, P Mears, S Scott, P Oxby, R Johnson, N Goodall - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter
Various Cllrs who attended the informal meeting gave a verbal report. A new quote had been received from First Impressions which had previously been circulated prior to the meeting.  A proposal was put forward to accept the new quote from First Impressions for the extra hanging baskets.   The chairman requested a proposer and a seconder for the proposal put forward. A vote to accept the proposal with a show of hands was requested by the Chairman.
Resolved:  The new costs shown on the quote was approved
UPC 256 Further to decisions made in minute UPC 117 and due to planning restrictions for planning application number 17/02769/FUL with concerning the metal container for Upton Warriors to approve extra costs to allow wood clad to be added to the metal container prior to it being installed on Rose Estate playing field - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter 
A proposal was put forward to approve a ceiling limit of £4,000.00, for the Parish Council to purchase the container in the first instance and Upton Warriors will pay on a weekly basis until the amount is paid in full back to the Parish Council.  Clerk to work with Upton Warriors.  The chairman requested a proposer and a seconder for the proposal put forward.  A vote to accept the proposal with a show of hands was requested by the Chairman.
Resolved:  The proposal was approved and an payment agreement is to produced by the Clerk  and signed by both the Parish Council and Upton Warriors
UPC 257 To introduce new sporting facilities/amenities in to the Parish that are not present at the moment – Cllr B Tallon – no further information received 
Cllr Tallon said he would like to see other sports introduced in to our Parish other than football and rugby such as archery, cricket, driving range and squash etc.  Discussions took place giving various scenarios.

Cllr B Tallon was requested to bring further information to the Parish Council as to what he would like to see and how this could be implemented.
UPC 258 To receive a written report from the Clerk and Vice-Chairman regarding Parish Councils allotment sites and grazing area. Includes reports on animal welfare issues, complaints, suggestions raised with the Chairman/Clerk/Cllrs
Harewood Lane
One allotment plot has been given up and just waiting to be cleared. 
Issues have been raised regarding an abandoned allotment plot.  This plot was let on the 15th September 2016.  He/She was given a key was given as with a promise he/she would return after the weekend to complete the allotment agreement, with payment for the plot and the deposit for the key.  He/she never came to complete the transaction.  After a couple of weeks a shed and the framework for a polly tunnel was placed on the plot, as I didn’t have the full details of this person I attached a notice to the polly tunnel for them to contact me, as I required the key deposit and the signed agreement but to no avail.  I spoke to one of the allotment holders who knew the person to ask if they could contact me regarding the agreement, payment etc but yet again I heard nothing from them. 

Due to allotment holders around the plot complaining about state of the plot and also wood and other items dumped on the shared paths in the summer of last year, I again tied notices to the shed and polly tunnel requesting they contact me but again to no avail.  The allotment sites are and have been inspected on a regular basis and one of the notices which had been displayed on the plot has been placed inside the shed for quite some time.  

As no contact from the person had been received the plot was re-let on the 4th December 2017 as we have a waiting list for people requesting allotments.  I received a visit to my office from the person whose plot it was originally and they came with friend who stated it had been reported to them that this plot had been reallocated, I explained the situation that it had been abandoned and that I had left notices on the plot for over 12 months but had no contact from them. This person is now refusing to remove the shed and other belongings off the plot.  The person who is now on the plot is quite happy to wait to carry out work on the plot until this situation is sorted.   

Further information can be given but it should be given in private business.

School Street Allotments

Not many improvements have been made to the allotment plots and there is now quite a lot of fly tipping on the site to look at arranging a meeting with the allotment holders to try and come up with a solution on how to improve the site.  We are also receiving requests for plots on this site. 

Grazing Field
No issues to report

Stables
No issues to report
Resolved: The report was noted and to discuss further issues regarding Harewood Lane in private business as requested
UPC 259 To approve payment list for January/February 2018 and to approve monthly financial report and bank reconciliation for the 1st December 2017 to 31st January 2018 – Please note monthly statement has previously been sent out for the Finance Working Party meeting 12th February 2018
Resolved:  No issues were raised
UPC 260 Planning Matters - see attached: 
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

No: 17/03221/COUQ Application Type: Agricultural to C3.  Address:  Wrangbrook Grange Farm Upton Pontefract West Yorkshire WF9 1LN, Proposal: Change of use of Agricultural Building to 1no. dwelling house.  Applicant

No: 17/03248/FUL Application Type: Full Application Address:  Minsthorpe Community College Minsthorpe Lane South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2UJ, Proposal: 

Two new open sided canopy structures to stand on existing external hardstanding areas within the campus of school/college. 

No: 18/00078/ADV Application Type: Application to Display Adverts.  Address:  

Minsthorpe Pool & Leisure Facility Ash Grove South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2TF, Proposal: 2 No signs to the south and east elevation.

No: 18/00140/FUL Application Type: Full Application.  Address:  6 Bell Street Upton Pontefract WF9 1LB, Proposal: Single storey front extension and conservatory 

No: 18/00168/FUL Application Type: Full Application.  Address:  

Minsthorpe Community College Minsthorpe Lane South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2UJ, Proposal: Works to Block 9 of the college; including proposed new pitched roof over existing flat roof to the whole of this block, new wall cladding to West half of Block 9 and replacement windows to western half of Block 9. 

No: 18/00211/FUL Application Type: Full Application.  Address:  12 Amber Close Upton Pontefract WF9 1FP, Proposal: Detached garage (New Build).  
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
No: 17/01864/FUL Application Type: Full Application. Address: Fairways Common Lane Upton Pontefract WF9 1DF, Proposal: Two storey side extension. Applicant: Agent: Mr Gary Hardy. 
17/02873/FUL Application Type: Full Application. Address: 155 Smeaton Road Upton Pontefract WF9 1LG, Proposal: Single storey attached garage to side.

No: 17/03010/FUL Application Type: Full Application. Address: 107 Richmond Road Upton Pontefract WF9 1JG, Proposal: Detached garage to front. 
No: 17/03108/FUL Application Type: Full Application. Address: 

Minsthorpe Community College Minsthorpe Lane South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2UJ, Proposal: Proposed new cladding and replacement windows to an existing classroom (Block 8 'Carnegie'). 

No: 17/03110/FUL Application Type: Full Application. Address: Minsthorpe Community College Minsthorpe Lane South Elmsall Pontefract WF9 2UJ,Proposal:

Proposed alterations to maths block including new cladding, new windows and pitched roof. 

No: 17/02769/FUL Application Type: Full Application. Address: 

Rose Estates Sports and Recreation Ground Off Rose Avenue Upton Pontefract WF9 1DR, Proposal: Change of use of land for stationing of steel container for the storage of sports equipment at Rose Estate Sports and Recreation Ground

UPC 261 Correspondence 
· Email correspondence received which has been included within this month’s pack

· Featherstone Town Council - Mayors Charity Concert – 9th March 2018.  All proceeds are to go to the Prince of Wales Hospice

· Other information/correspondence received by email has been forwarded to all Parish Councillors

UPC 262 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public and Press to be excluded further from the Meeting
Resolved: Approved.
UPC 263 To discuss possible issues relating to Harewood Lane Allotments as reported in the monthly allotment report - To approve any actions/resolution/costs thereafter
Resolved:  Clerk to write to the allotment holder who has abandoned their allotment and in view of no agreement returned and signed, no key deposit paid, no rent paid from the 15th September 2016 and in light of notices being placed on the plot to inform them their items will have to be removed and have two weeks to remove them.  If this is not carried out the Parish Council will remove them to the entrance of the site for 28 days.  If not removed after this time the Parish Council dispose of them.  
As there was no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.25pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.
Signed Chairman_____________________________________

Date _______________________________________________                                                                              
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